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Alexandria history in the years be ore 1884 
Priest's Mill 

Alexandria is this year cele
brating the centenary of its 
incorporation as a village in 1884 
and this is as well our 165th 
birthday. 

We look back to 1819 when a 
grist mill was erected on the 
Garry River by the Honorable and 
Right Reverend Alexander Mac
donell, then parish priest at St. 
Raphael's and destined in a few 
years to become the first Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Upper Canada. 

Father Macdonell had been 
instrumental in bringing the last 
large-scale emigration from the 
Highlands of Scotland to the 
parish of St. Raphael's in 1803. 
Pastor of that cradle of Catholicity 
in Ontario since 1804, he was 
destined over the next 36 years to 
play an important part in the 
affairs of the young province. 

A key to the future of Alex, 
andria was his building of the 
mill, a wooden structure erected 
on the south side of the Garry. It 
was to give the hamlet its first 
name, Moulain An T' Saigart 
which translated to Priest's Mill. 
The mill stood on the south side of 
the river near the site of the 
present Priest's Mill restaurant 
and the dam was situated further 
up the gorge of the stream where 
the present dam is located. A 
small wooden flume built up on 
trestles, connected the dam with 
the bulkhead which produced the 
motive power. 

The mill gearing was of the 
usual type peculiar to the period 
and the people were all millers in 
some degree, each one mixing his 
flour after it was bolted to suit his 
individual taste. It goes without 
saying that the mill was a popular 
institution among those pioneer 
settlers who had moved into the 
rear concessions of Lancaster and 
Charlottenburgh or to the front 
concessions of Kenyon and Loch
iel. (Only one year earlier, in 
1818, h,1d Lochiel been separated 
from the original Lancaster Town
ship. Kenyon Township was 
formed in 1798. 

The future bishop, with that 
business shrewdness for which he 
was noted, had seen the potential 
of the water supply Loch Garry 
would ensure to a future townsite 
and had purchased lots 37 and 38 
in the 2nd Concession of Lochiel. 
Lieut.-Colonel John Macdonell 
(Spanish John) had settled at St. 
Andrews and was the original 
patentee from the Crown of these 
lots. 

Father Macdonell had selected 
this site for the mill instead of the 
River Delisle. a short distance to 
the north , because of the per
manency of the w_ater supply Loch 
Garry would afford. More than a 
century and a half later, Alex
andria depends on that same Loch 
Garry for its water. The flow from 
the Delisle had proved wanting. 

Early settlement 
The area surrounding the chos

en site was subdivided into 
building lots and soon a cluster of 
small wooden houses sprang into 
existence followed by two stores 
and an hotel. The hostelry was 
built in 1823 by the grandfather of 
the late Monsignor Dan R. Mac
donald. 

Both these stores were built on 
the then Concession Road, now 
St. Paul street. One was on the 
south side, immediately opposite 
the present Ottawa Hotel, a Mr. 
Lane being the proprietor. The 
other, also on the south side, was 
owned by Colonel Angus Mac
donell, the nephew of the future 
bishop. He owned lot 37, roughly 
east of the present Main street 
and he had erected a substantial 
stone residence on the site of the 
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present Knights of Columbus 
hall. That residence was rebuilt 
following a fire a few years later 
and it remains the town's oldest 
building though altered some 
years ago by stucco covering the 
original stone facing as well as by 
an addition on the east side. 

The Concession Road ran east 
into the newly formed settlement 
inhabited by the Williams family, 
the Chisholms, Armitingers, Mc
Cormicks, Macdonells and oth
ers. The principle entrance lead
ing to Colonel Macdonell 's home 
was over what is now Dominion 
street south, the Garry being 
spanned by a wooden bridge. 
There was another road running 
west on the north side of the 
house, over what is now Kenyon 
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street and immediately to the 
north of this, barns , stables and 
other buildings belonging to the 
Manor House, on the block lying 
between Kenyon and Elgin 

streets. The house built following 
the fire was the work of the 
Macphee brothers, granduncles 
of Angus MacPhee and Lopie 
McDonald. 

12 buildings • 
in 1823 

The early Priest' s Mill knew 
slow growth as is shown by the 
map that Angus Cattanach , the 
surveyor, made for the Court of 
Quarter Sessions in 1823. The 
earliest authentic data on the site, 
it shows that there were then 
twelve buildings, only three of 
which can be certainly identified 
as houses, in the area from the 
present golf course to the dam on 
the Garry. Colonel Alexander 
Chisholm built one of these 
houses about 1819, notes His
torian Ewan Ross. It became the 
first club house of the Glengarry 
golf course when the club was 
organized in 1961. 

At this early period there was 
practically no military road. The 
road from Lancaster went to 
Williamstown, from there north 
to St. Raphael's , thence north to 
the road between the 8th and 9th 
concessions of Charlottenburgh to 

the 1st of Kenyon , passing 
through what was popularly 
known as "Grey's Swamp." It 
then came east along the 1st of 
Kenyon and took a zigzagging 
course north through what is now 
Ottawa street to the Registry 
Office corner, thence winding 
northward to the rear of the 
county . 

Through the influence of Sir 
James Grant an Imperial grant 
was secured from the Home 
Authorities sufficient to defray all 
expenses for opening out a road 
through the centre of the county. 
As a result, in 1841 the road was 
permanently located upon the 
original allowance from front to 
rear of the county as it now is . It 
was known as the Military Road, 
now Highway 34. This involved 
many changes in varying the 
survey in Alexandria, as made by 
Bishop Macdonell. 

Lot 38 changes 
After the bishop had taken his 

departure from the county and 
fixed his See at Kingston, the 
immense duties devolving upon 
him rendered it impossible to look 
after the interests which he was 
primarily instrumental in bring
ing into existence in Glengarry. 
That, coupled with his advancing 
years, influenced him to dispose 
of lot 38, the purchaser being 
Archibald McDonald , better 
known as " Archie Breach." 

The new proprietor immed
iately set to work and erected a 
sawmill a little to the east and 
south of the darn. The equipment, 
as in the case of the grist mill 
was of a modest character of 
which an upright saw was the 
feature. It did noble work and was 
the means of doing away with the 
whip-saw in the two rear town
ships in perpetuity. Mr. McDon
ald also built a portion of the 
house at the head of Mill Square 
later to be occupied by Hon. D. A. 
Macdonald as "Garry Fen." In 
the course of time it would be the 
home of his son, Col. A. G. F. 

Macdonald and at present by the 
Colonel's grandson, Arthur Mac
laren and his wife Ursula. 

The Priest's Mill of 1819 was to 
develop slowly over the next few 
decades but the surrounding 
concessions had been steadily 
filling up with stalwart settlers. 
By the early 1800's there was 
notable development of the front 
concessions of Kenyon, the Eigg 
road, the McCormick road and 
the front concessions of what later 
became Lochiel Township. 

These early settlers were iso
lated from their church at St. 
Raphael's and its sacraments. 
Not only was there the distance 
afoot ; often the roads and trails 
were impassable. A mission had 
been established at Lochiel (Quig
ley 's) in 1786, but it was not to 
reach parish status until 1851. 

Assistant priest at St . Raph
ael's, Rev . John McDonald had 
been serving the settlers her~ and 
at Lochiel and the "priest's mill" 
had been pressed into service 
whenever a cleric was available. 
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New 
parish 

The m1ss1on of St. Finn an 's, 
here, was established in 1832 
when the settlers who occupied 
land in the neighborhood under
took to build themselves a church. 
It was to be under the patronage 
of St. Finnan. revered as one of 
Scotland's well-loved saints by 
these emigrants from the High
lands. Father John was to guide 
and direct the building project 
and would become first pastor of 
St. Finnan 's when the mission 
was raised to the status of a 
parish in 1840. 

Site of the new church would be 
on lot 37 in the 2nd concession of 
Lochiel, on the present St. Paul 
street. This must have been 
decided in 1829 as the first 
interment in the adjoining cem
etery took place on September 29 
of that year. 

A frame structure, this first 
church of St. Finnan was located 
on the site now occupied by the 
stately cathedral which has been 
the architectural gem of Alex
andria since its erection in the 
period 1883-85. 

The change of name from 
Priest's Mill to Alexandria had 
come in 1825 when a Post Office 
had been established here . The 
citizenry had chosen the name 
Alexandria as a recognition of 
Bishop Alexander's part in found
ing the future town . 

Growth 
spurred 

Development continued slow 
until 1844 when Donald A. 
Macdonald of St. Raphael 's, 
(later Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ontario) purchased the whole of 
lot 38. From that time forward the 
prosperity of Alexandria was 
practically assured. 

Then a comparatively young 
man of 26, Mr. Macdonald 
brought with him vigor and 
determination, coupled with con
siderable means as the result of a 

-------

contract on the Beauharnois 
Canal which he had recently 
completed and other like projects.• 
He built and equipped a large 
ashery on the banks of the mill 
pond, realizing that this was the 
principal industry of the county 
and the only means of converting 
the product of the forest into 
money. 

Mr. Macdonald erected a store 
at the head of what is now 
Catherine street. Seeing the need 
for a blacksmith shop he made 
overtures to several parties and 
eventually succeeded in getting 
Captain Lachlan McDougald , 
then operating a shop at lot 5 in 
the 4th Kenyon , to move to 
Alexandria in 1845. He was 
followed a few years later by 
Dixon Brothers of Williamstown, 
who also engaged in blacksmith 
ing. 

Meantime , Mr. Macdonald's 
efforts were ably supported by 
three other young men who cast 
in their lots with the village 
simultaneously with himself. Al
exander Macdonell, merchant , 
Angus S. Macdonald and George 
Harrison possessed business acu
men which resulted in additional 
buildings being erected. 

This sketch by Douglas Fales suggests 
what the Priest's Mill and vicinity looked 
like about 1820. 

Encouraged by this trend of 
affairs Mr. Macdonald set to work 
to expand his holdings. He put a 
circular saw in the sawmill to 
meet the demands and require
ments of the growing population 
of the area. A carding and fulling 
mill built in front of the grist mill , 
afforded additional accommoda
tion for the farming community 
and brought greater traffic to the 
hamlet. Other improvements 
were made until in 1884 the grist 
mill and carding mill were lost to 
fire. 

Mr. Macdonald built a stone 
mill on the site upon which the 
carding mill stood, thus abandon
ing the original site which, shortly 
thereafter, became the property 
of George Harrison . The new mill 
was equipped with up-to-date 
machinery and Donald Macphee 
had charge of its operation. The 
wheel was an old-fashioned 
breast wheel, 12 feet in diameter, 
revolving in the basement and 
requiring an immense amount of 
water power. Its owner found the 
waters of the Garry could not 
supply needed power, thus ne
cessitating another change. 

Consequently, Mr. Macdonald 
in 1855. erected a stone building 

immediately to the south of the 
mill proper and installed in it two 
huge boilers and an engine. Thus 
the mill could be kept running 
year round. 

This work was completed in 
1856 and was appreciated so 
much by the citizens they tender
ed Mr. Macdonald a banquet 
which was held in the post office 
building then being erected by 
Alexander McDonell , merchant. 
The catering of this banquet was 
in the hands of a Montreal firm 
and among the Montreal party 
who travelled here via Lancaster 
were Sir William H. Hingston and 
Mr. McDonald, editor of the 
Montreal Transcript . That weekly 
journal carried a flattering ac
count of proceedings. 

In addition to the ashery built 
by Mr. Macdonald , two others 
were subsequently erected, one 
by Alex McDonell, where Archie 
McMillan's livery later stood, on 
Catherine street; the other by 
Donald M\:Gillis. Messrs. Smith 
and Miller established, in 1950, a 
foundry on the east side of the 
Harrison property where they 
carried on a successful business 
over many years in the manu-

(Continued on Page 3) 
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HE GAVE US OUR START-The Rt. Hon. and Rt. Rev. 
Alexander Macdonell, the first Roman Catholic Bishop of Up
per Canada, gave the community its names. He built the 
original priest's mill and Alexandria was so named to honor 
him. 

Growth spurred 
(Continued from Page 2) 

facture of stoves, plows, etc. 
After Mr. Smith's death this firm 
was known as Miller and Camp
bell. Later Ogiste Charlebois was 
taken in as a partner. A native of 

the village, Mr. Charlebois was in 
his lifetime one of the most 
respected citizens. 

In 1857, Donald A. Macdonald 
also purchased the part of lot 37 
that remained unsold. 

Grist mill sold 
During the term of office as 

Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario of 
the Honorable D. A. Macdonald 
1875-1880, the grist mill was 
operated by A. B. Macdonald & 
Co. Mr. Macdonald was a brother 
of Dr. Archie L. Macdonald and 
he removed in 1881 to Emerson, 
Manitoba. Later he went into 
ranching at Macleod, N.W.T. 
(now Alberta) where he was one 
of the principal owners of the 
23,000-acre Glengarry Ranch. 

McDonald and Kendall bought 
the mill about this time and 
overhauled it to operate as a roller 
mill. When the senior partner, 
John D. McDonald, removed to 
Pueblo, Colorado, where he was 
engaged in railroad construction, 

the mill was sold to Messrs. J. 0. 
and H. Mooney for the sum of 
$26,000. 

Further additions and improve
ments were made until the mill 
burned in 1896. Litigation delay
ed reconstruction until 1902 when 
the site was acquired by A. W. 
McDougald on behalf of himself 
and a syndicate. The west end · of 
the building was restored and 
enlarged to a height of seventy 
feet. A modern plant was in
stalled at that time and a splendid 
water power service. Thus after a 
lapse of six years the industry 
which perhaps was the most vital 
to the village and the farming 
community began to hum and to 
revivify the business activity of 
Alexandria. 
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Among earliest residents of the village 
Some of Alexandria's first 

citizens have been mentioned in 
our account of the pioneer years. 
Among others who played impor
tant parts to varying degrees in 
those early years we note: 

John Urquhart arrived in 1841 
from Lachute and operated the 
sawmill situated on the dam, 
which he had rented from Archi
bald McDonald (Archie Breach). 
After a few years here, Mr. 
Urquhart purchased a property at 
Dalhousie Mills and removed 
with his family to that place. 

O. L. Allen moved here in 1853 
from Fort Covington, New York, 
where he had been in the 
mercantile trade. He opened a 
shop, later building on the lot 
opposite the Ottawa Hotel. He 
remained in active business until 
1863. 

Robert Wilson took up resi
dence on Kenyon Street West 
about 1856. He purchased the 
Campbell blacksmith and car
riage shop then located on the lot 

later occupied by Duncan Gray, 
corner Kenyon and Sinclair Stre
ets. He continued in business for 
some 15 years before going into 
the mercantile business. He died 
in 1879. 

John Simpson came to Alexan
dria with his parents in 1842, was 
educated at the Public and 
Grammar schools and in 1856 
entered the employment of 0. L. 
Allen. then in the mercantile 
business. After serving his ap
prenticeship, Mr. Simpson em
barked on his own business 
venture, which he conducted for 
more than 40 years . In later years 
his son, J. Osborne (Ossie) 
Simpson. was associated with 
him and the Simpson block, 
where another son, Willie J. 
Simpson. also conducted a haber
dashery, was erected in 1900. Mr. 
Simpson. Senior, in 1891 was 
appointed Registrar of Glengarry. 

D. & A. Macphee operated a 
grist and saw mill on the Island 
Survey. now the site of our park, 

New life for area 
The building of the Canada 

Atlantic Railway must be con
ceded as having had the most 
potent influence on the advance
ment of the town and county. 
The year 1871 saw the beginning 
of what would eventually be the 
Canada Atlantic line. Hon. D. A. 
Macdonald applied for a charter 
on behalf of himself and 13 other 
men, at least seven of whom were 
Glengarrians.' They obtained 
authorization from Parliament to 
build a railroad from Ottawa to 
Alexandria and from this centre 
to the Grand Trunk Railway at 
Coteau, Que. The projected rail
way was to be known as the 
Montreal and City of Ottawa 
Junction Railway. ln the next 
year, Mr. Macdonald and six 
other gentlemen of whom at least 
three were Glengarrians, obtain
ed authorization to extend the line 
to New York State. 

The Ottawa to Coteau portion 
of the route was surveyed in 1871 
and a contract was let in 1872 to 
the American firm of A. L. Catlin 
and Co. Work was begun that 
year but North America was hit 
by financial panic in 1873 and a 
long period of depression set in. 
The contractors stopped work in 
1874 and made an assignment. 
The strip of roadbed stood idle 
until 1879 when another contract 
was let to Balch & Stanton, but 
they also ran short of funds. 

As part of the system of 
financing the railway, grants of 

$40,000 had been made by both 
Kenyon and Lochiel townships 
toward the cost of construction. 
Lochiel had actually paid $30,000 
and Kenyon $20,000 when the 
delays eventuated. 

The railway became a reality 
only with the intervention of J. R. 
Booth, millionaire lumberman in 
the Upper Ottawa Valley. His 
wealth helped provide the financ
ing and under his direction the 
two early companies were amal
gamated to form the Canada 
Atlantic Railway. D. A. Mac
donald remained president until 
1881 when he resigned . Work on 
the railroad proceeded that year 
under a new contractor. D. C. 
Linsley of Burlington, Vermont. 
By January 1882 trains were 
running between Coteau and 
Casselman. In September the 
first through service between 
Ottawa and Coteau got underway. 
One of the best railroads in 
Canada opened for traffic October 
29. 11\82. 

The Canada Atlantic was the 
first railroad in America to reduce 
its running record to a mile a 
minute. we read. The line was 
absorbed into the Grand Trunk 
System in 1905 and in 1923 
became part of the CNR. 

Alexandrians who may have 
wondered whence came the name 
of Linsley street. north of the 
tracks. need look no further than 
to the contractor of the railway 
right-of-way, D. C. Linsley. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

ALEXANDRIA 
And Best Wishes 
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in conjunction with their mercan
tile and other pursuits. A. Mac• 
phee died in 1898 since which 
time D. D. Macphee concentrated 
on his mercantile business. Don
ald Macphee Jr. was associated 
with his father. 

During his three score years of 
residence in Alexandria, Hugh R. 
Macdonald contributed to furth
ering its interests. For years Mr. 
Macdonald was in the mercantile 
trade, both here and at Monge
nais, Quebec. He also operated a 
saw mill at Lochiel for a time and 
in 1884 took possession of the 
Queen's Hotel, which was located 
on the present municipal parking 
lot. In 1898, Mr. Macdonald was 
appointed Division Court Clerk 
for No. 2 Division of the United 
Counties. He was the father of the 
late Monsignor Dan R. Mac
donald. 

Duncan Alex Macdonald, post
master, came here as a young lad 
in 1858. His education was gained 
in the sacristy of the first church 
after which he was employed with 
Aleck McDonald, merchant. In 
1863 he purchased the stock of 0. 
L. Allen, who was retiring from 
business and two years later he 
moved into the old post office 
block. Mr. Macdonald was asso
ciated with J. T. Schell in a saw 
mill at the station. He succeeded 
A. S. McDonald as postmaster in 
the early '70's and held that post 
well into this century. Mr. 
Macdonald was Alexandria's first 
reeve in 1884 and he resided in 
our town's oldest home, now the 
K. of C. Hall. 

A son of Duncan Kerr of the 1st 
Lochiel, Cosmos Kerr was in the 
lumbering business and brought 
several rafts of timber from 
Glengarry to Quebec City before 
coming to Alexandria in 1863. 
Here he was in the mercantile 
business more than 30 years 
before retirin~. 

A son of Dougald McMillan of 
the 6th Kenyon, D. D. McMillan 
came here in 1870 and formed a 
partnership with Angus McDon
ald. black mith. The new firm 
manufactured carriages in their 
shop on Kenyon Street and later 
built a larger factory on the north 
side of St. George Street. Mr. 
McDonald withdrew from the 
firm in time and Mr. McMillan's 
son, John A. McMillan, joined his 
father. 

Ranald R. Macdonell came to 
Alexandria early in the sixties and 
took over the mercantile trade of 
Angus McLaughlin. After some 

15 years here he engaged in 
railroading before retiring to 
Summerstown. 

John Chisholm, with Allan B. 
Macdo11ald as a partner, in 1873 
purchased the mercantile busi
ness of Hon. D. A. Macdonald 
and carried on the business as 
Macdonald & Chisholm until 1881 
when Mr. Chisholm assumed full 
control of the business. An uncle 
of Rev. D. C. McRae, Mr. 
Chisholm died in 1890. 

Sons of Donald Ban Kennedy of 
l 5-4th Kenyon, D. B. and Angus 
Kennedy came to Alexandria in 
1873. A cabinet maker by trade, 
D. B. opened a shop in the 
premises immediately north of 
the Bank of Ottawa. He erected 
several houses and shops in town 
and area. 

Angus Kennedy in 1874 opened 
a t annery on the south side of the 
Garry. which he operated until 
1899. The building was then 
renovated and fitted out as a 
steam laundry operated by his 
sons, Dan and Alfred. 

John A. McDougald was born 
at Lot 5 in the 4th Concession of 
Kenyon, September 29, 1838, a 
son of Angus McDougald. He 
received his education at the 
Separate School in Alexandria 
and while quite young entered the 
employment of Hon. D. A. 
Macdonald as a clerk. In a short 
time he became manager of the 
extensive and varied business of 
Mr. Macdonald at Alexandria. 
Mr . McDougald was also in 
business on his own account for a 
time in town and continued to 
farm actively until about 1871 
when, his buildings lost to fire, he 
removed to Alexandria . 

He had served as clerk of the 
Kenyon Division Court earlier 
and in 1887 was appointed clerk 
of the Lochiel Division Court. He 
held that office until 1891 when 
he was appointed Local Registrar 
of the High Court at Cornwall. 

Mr. McDougald married Annie 
Chisholm of Fassifern and their 
remarkable family included Dr. 
W. L. McDougald who became a 
senator in 1926. A. W. Mc
Dougald, a businessman whose 
history of Glcngarry was publish
ed in The News in 1932-33; and 
Duncan J. McDougald. Born at 
Alexandria. Duncan was a Toron
to financier and father of John A. 
[Bud] McDougald, head of the 
Argus Corporation. When he died 
in 1978, Bud McDougald was 
reported to have a personal 
fortune of more than $250 million. 

HE PLAYED A KEY PART-Hon. Donald A. Macdonald 
played a key role in the development of Alexandria. He also 
served as Counties Warden in 1856; M.L.A. for Glengarry 
1858-1867; Postmaster General of Canada 1873-1875; Lieute
nant Governor of Ontario 1875-1880. 

Names in The News 
The late P. A. Huot came here 

from St. Isidore in 1891 and 
rented a store at Main and 
Catherine Streets. (He died in 
1916 and his son, J. A. C. Huot, 
carried on the business. He 
bought the property in 1921.) 

F. T. Costello, barrister, of 
L'Orignal, arrived in May 1893 to 
open a law office. Daniel Danis, 
B.A., was associated with him. 

Will J. Simpson, in March 
1894, purchased the interest of 
his brother, J. O. Simpson, with, 
whom he had been associated. 

John Boyle in March 1894 
rented the Main Street premises 
vacated by Pilon Bros.-John A. 
Cameron took over management 
of the Grand Union Hotel after he 
and his family arrived from 
Maxville.-J . Lockie Wilson was 
elected a Grand Trustee of the 
Patrons of Industry. In the 
election for Grand Trustees at 

Toronto, he received the highest 
number of votes.-Three young 
men, John J. McDougald, Dun
can McMiUan and George Cat
tanach opened an ice cream 
parlor just south of the Grand 
Union. 

S. Lebeau, in July 1894, 
purchased a lot on Main Street 
adjoining Miller & Campbell's 
foundry and was building a shop 
and dwelling . 

Messrs. Proctor, Heamden, 
Day and Kerr of the Alexandria 
Bicycling Club rode to Caledonia 
Springs one day in August 1894. 

A. D. Markson, merchant , of 
Dalkeith, has rented H. T. 
McDonald's store (in September 
1894). 

Hon. Donald A. Macdonald 
died at Montreal, June 10, 1896. 
The funeral was held in Alexan
dria . 

HAPPY 
100th 

BIRTHDAY 
To· The Town of Alexandria 

We are proud to have been serving Alexandria 
and area residents with fine furniture and 

brand-name appliances since 1964 

The management and staff at 

• .T\l.fURNil~l JRE 
meubles 

369 Main St., South Alexandria 525-3692 
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Alexandria becomes incorporated village 
Coming of the Canada Atlantic 

Railway in 1882 signalled a new 
era for residents of north Glen
garry. Farmers in Lochiel and 
Kenyon for years had been called 
upon to haul their cattle and 
produce over the abominable 
corduroy road that is now High
way 34. The Grand Trunk Railway 
had connected Montreal and 
Toronto through Lancaster in 
1855 and products of the farm 
that once went to Montreal by the 
Glengarry sleighs could then be 
shipped' from Lancaster. 

That entailed travelling the 
Military Road which had been 
described by travellers as pos
sibly the worst road surface in the 
~rovince. The new railroad ac
ross north Glengarry offered 
easier access to the neighboring 
cities and obviated much travel on 
roads that in Spring and Fall were 
almost impassable at times. 

The railroad also offered a new 
dimension to citizens of Alexand
ria where, too, progress had been 
slowed by the lack of communica
tion with the outside world. The 
tempo of life quickened percept
ibly and within a year residents 
were planning incorporation as a 
village; within a decade the 
population had doubled from 

some 800 to a robust 1,614 in 
1891 , the first census year• in 
which Alexandria was to appear 
as an entity. 

Formerly part and parcel of the 
Townships of Lochiel and Ken
yon, Alexandria was incorporated 
as a Village in 1884. Duncan A. 
Macdonald, the postmaster, was 
chosen first reeve and the council
lors were Senator Donald Mc
Millan , a doctor, E. H. Tiffany, a 
lawyer, George Harrison and A. 
D. Macphee, merchants. 

In that year, too, the corner
stone of the new St. Finnan's 
church was blessed by Bishop 
Cleary and construction of the 
new edifice, destined to become a 
cathedral in a few short years, 
went on apace under the direction 
of John R. Chisholm, the con
tractor. Alexandria must have 
been bustling in that era for in 
1882 the parish of St. Finnan's 
was described as the richest in 
the diocese of Kingston. 

In 1888 the council of that year 
purchased a hand fire-engine, 
with 500 feet of hose. The engine 
was a second-hand one of some
what ancient vintage, the suction 
valves of such a character as to 
require the aid of a score or more 
of men to successfully operate it . 

Water and light 
A principal difficulty with which 

Alexandrians had had to contend 
through the years was the lack of 
a proper water supply. The 
problem had been discussed by 
successive councils and was solv
ed in 1895-96 when a power house 
was built on the Delisle River 
which was to be dammed north of 
town. Its waters were· piped to a 
standpipe, 100 feet tall, erected 
on the high point that is now the 
Armories hill. 

Coupled with the water supply 
was an electric plant, the whole 
costing $52,000. 

Saturday night, January 8, 
1896, saw the inauguration of the 
system of electric lighting which 
was described as "the very latest 
and improved." "Nearly fifty 
beautiful lamps of 32 candle
power adorn the public streets," 
the News reported, "and more 
than 300 lights have been placed 
in stores and homes." The new 
lighting was in demand and 
electricians were kept busy. By 
1903, it could be reported that 
1,500 private lights were in use. 
Angus P. McDonald was collector 
of electric light dues. 

Turning on the first lights in 
Alexandria, the News suggested, 
''was a fitting close to the 
municipal duties of a most 
deserving public servant, Duncan 
A. Macdonald." He was retiring 

from the reeveship. 
The service in those early years 

was hardly up to the standard of 
today. Citizens were without 
lights for a week in 1897 while a 
solid foundation was placed under 
the dynamo. Lighting service was 
often restricted to the daytime 
and early evening hours. In 
November, 1902, for instance, it 
was announced lights are now 
turned on every morning at five 
o'clock. 

The village now boasted water 
and light services and another 
convenience arrived in 1894, the 
telephone. A line was put in 
between the Canada Atlantic 
station and the post office. 
Schell's mill was also to be 
connected. Parties wishing to do 
business on the wire "can do so 
by paying a trivial amount," the 
news report informed. 

Earlier in that year the Bell 
manager at Montreal, Mr. Mc
Farlane came here to meet with 
prominent citizens to discuss 
telephone connection with the 
larger centres. Poles would have 
to be erected between Alexandria 
and St. Polycarpe. Mr. Mc
Farlane suggested we might erect 
the poles to Glen Robertson at a 
cost of $500 and Glen folk could 
then continue the line. Nothing 
apparently came of that plan. 

New schools 
R.R. Maclennan, MP, gave 

eight of his lots on St. Paul street 
for a new high school site in 
February 1894. Instruction in 
high school work had started in 
1865 in the old Public School. An 
old log building across the street 
was occupied for a few years and 
then the upper flat of the 
Separate School. 1n 1876, another 
change was made to the building 
commonly known as the old High 
School and now a new school was 
in prospect. 

By September, 1894, the new 
High School had been practically 
finished by Duncan McDougall, 
the builder. The 40x60 ft. build
ing had 12-foot ceilings and a 
9-foot basement. It boasted a 
scientific experimental room, 
three classrooms, teachers' room 
and cloakrooms and it had 
hardwood finish throughout. It 
would open in 1895. 

A new Public School was ready 

for occupancy in early 1896, a 
two-classroom building on Kin
cardine street east. Again, D. D. 
McDougall was the builder and J. 
T. Schell was contractor on both 
schools. 

The Canada Atlantic was push
ing work on its new restaurant in 
late 1894 and the News' editor 
expressed the hope that "com
pletion of this building will lead to 
the Company (the C.A.R.) giving 
us a handsome new station.'' 

The Glengarry News block was 
erected in 1897 by A. G. F. 
Macdonald and in the next year 
village council began holding 
monthly meetings in second-floor 
rooms. One of its first actions was 
to offer exemption from taxes for 
ten years and electric lighting to 
the Alexandria Manufacturing 
Company which had recently lost 
its plant at the station to fire. That 
fire evidenced the need for a 
volunteer fire brigade and one 
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such was organized at a special 
meeting of council. D. D. Mc
Dougald was Chief and the 
Captains of the two companies 
were Alex Lalonde, south of the 
bridge; A. D. McDonell, north of 
the bridge. 

The new fire brigade asked 
council for an extensive list of 
supplies and two months later the 
fire chief resigned because of 
council's tardiness in procuring 

equipment. 
A new MacPhee block was 

being built that year to replace 
the stores destroyed by fire and 
the site for a new fire hall was 
purchased. It was next to A. 
Lalonde's shop on the lot now 
used for municipal parking. Fire 
hall and hose tower were erected 
at a cost of $1,300 in 1897, a year 
in which water pipes were 
extended along St. George , Elgin 
and Catherine streets. 

New bank branches 
The Bank of Ottawa (fore

runner of the Bank of Nova 
Scotia) came to Alexandria June 
24, 1898, when James Martin, 
Kemptville, and J. R. Moffat of 
Pembroke, arrived to fill the posts 
of manager and accountant. 
Within a year the bank had 
purchased a lot on the northwest 
corner of Main and Kenyon 
streets from D. B. Kennedy and 
started in the Spring of 1900 
erection of the two-storey build
ing that still houses its successor, 
the Bank of Nova Scotia. Amal
gamation of the Bank of Ottawa 
with Scotiabank took place in 
1919. 

The Royal Bank's branch in 
Alexandria has been on the 
opposite corner of Kenyon street 
since 1902 when its predecessor 
here, the Union Bank of Canada 
built its impressive three-storey 
office. The Union Bank had come 
here in 1886 when it bought out 
the banking business conducted 
for four years by R. R. Maclen
nan and George Brown . Alex
andria's branch was the first rural 
branch the Union Bank had 
established in Ontario. Mr. 
Brown acted as first manager of 
the branch. Angus P. McDonald 
had sold the lot to the Union Bank 
and the Good Luck Store had been 
demolished to make room for the 
bank building. 

John R. Chisholm was awarded 
the contract to build a three
storey, cut stone bishop's palace 
in late 1899. It was to be a home 
for the first bishop of the new 
diocese of Alexandria that had 
been created in 1890 with Most 
Rev. Alexander Macdonell , then 
parish priest of St. Finnan's , as 
First Bishop. 

Alexandria was connected by 
telephone with Glen Robertson in 

April 1901 , and a direct line was 
strung from this village to Max
ville. Work started on the Main 
street sewer later that year. 

There was good news for 
citizens, as well as for the farming 
community, when it was an
nounced litigation that had tied 
up the Alexandria Roller Mills 
since the 1896 fire had been 
cleared up. A. W . McDougald 
and a syndicate purchased the 
mill site and water rights from the 
Union Bank and a service that had 
been greatly missed in the area 
since destruction of the mill six 
years earlier would speedily be 
restored. 

In April, 1902, it was reported 
the Carriage Works was turning 
out a finished carriage in 21 
minutes. And there might have 
been a hint of the auto age to 
come. The Standard Oil Co. had 
plans to install a supply tank at 
the station and later in the 
summer would have a delivery 
truck on the road. 

1n June, a bandstand was 
e rected on the vacant lot, south
east corner of Main and St. Paul 
streets. A series of open air 
concerts by the band were to 
follow. 

Masons were busy building 
stonework for the water wheel at 
the rebuilt grist mill in November 
1902, and machinery was being 
installed at the Munro & Mc
Intosh plant to enable the factory 
to manufacture its own pneumatic 
tires. The Wood Export Company 
was shipping two carloads of 
flooring to the English market 
and was supplying another 30,000 
feet for the new furniture factory 
at Cornwall. The Export Co. had 
been started by J. T. Schell at the 
station in 1899. 

The big employers 
By the turn of the century the 

village was growing apace, its 
population nearing the 2,000 
mark . Most of that expansion 
co-incided with the steady growth 
of two local industries-the Mun
ro & McIntosh Carriage Works 
and the woodworking plant of 
MacPherson & Schell. 

Cousins from the Apple Hill
Glen Roy area, Hugh Munro and 
John D. McIntosh were making 
carriages on a modest scale in 
Alexandria after forming a part
nership in 1880. Six years later 
they were occupying the first 
building, at Main and St. George 
streets, of a complex that would 
steadily expand until , 20 years 
later, it would be employing some 
200 workmen and shipping its 

• - -

Glengarry buggies and sleighs 
right across the continent and 
overseas. 

J. T. Schell had come here in 
1882 to become associated with 
"the cheese king," D. M. Mac
Pherson of Lancaster, in the 
making of cheese boxes in a plant 
on Kenyon street West. That 
business steadily expanded as 
other woodworking plants were 
added , as well as a machine shop 
and foundry. By 1914, Schell 
employed 125 in his machine 
shop, mill and foundry and he 
was supplying post-office in
teriors to most of the cities of 
Canada. 

More detailed stories of these 
two industries will be found in 
other columns. 

The village boasted other, more 
modest industries that contribut
ed to a booming economy. In 
early 1892 it was reported: ''the 
factory of Alexandria Wood Ex
port Co. is now running full 
blast." C. F. Taggart, who had 
been Schell ' s bookkeeper, was 
manager. 

Hodgson Bros. was devoting 
the entire Good Luck building, 
soon to give way to a Union Bank, 
to a shoe factgory in 1897. It had 
been awarded a Militia Depart
ment contract for 1,800 pairs of 
boots. 

The Alexandria Ginger Ale 
factory is running full time, it was 
reported in 1893. Probably relat
ed was the news in 1901 that John 
R. Shaw of the Alexandria 
Bottling Works had shipped a 
carload of soft drinks to Hawk
esbury. 

The Glengarry News was show
ing progress, too. Just two years 
following its l 892 start, the 
newspaper had discarded its 
"patent outside and the Wash
ington hand press. It is now 
wholly printed with the latest 
appliances." 

Donald and Alex McDonald 
(Grove) were finding good mark
ets for their cement piping and 
culverts, etc. 

The Export Co. was making 
step ladders, tables and lawn 
swings in 1903, but one year 
later, alas, the company was 
insolvent and its plant was 
offered for sale. 

Now we're 
a town 

As early as June, 1902, village 
council had passed a motion: 
"Whereas the census return 
shows a population of 2,069, the 
necessary steps be taken to 
secure incorporation as a town." 
There may have been mixed 

, 

HARD HIT BY FIRE-The Dever block, 
situated where Hope's Auto Parts is now, was 
hard hit by fire twice in a five-months period 
in 1931-32. Then owned by E.J. Dever, it had 

previously been the Kennedy block and the 
MacPhee block. It boasted a public hall 
upstairs. 

feelings on the question for it was 
not until October that the Vill;ige 
Fathers decided to apply for 
incorporation as a town. Three 
wards were fixed. 

On December 11. 1902, the 
News could report that '' Alexand
ria is now listed as a town, 
incorporation having been grant
ed by the Provincial Government. 
Next year's council is to have a 

mayor and nine councillors, three 
from each ward: St. James' , 
south of Gernish; St. Paul's, 
between Gernish and Kenyon 
Streets; St. George's, from Ken
yon Street, north .'' 

That momentous news was a 
bit in error. There were to be six 
councillors, not nine as had been 
reported . 

Purely incidental 
Massey-Harris delivery day 

saw 78 teams in a procession that 
toured our st reets behind Pipers 
H. H. Dewar and A. McKenzie of 
Glen Sandfield in March 1903. 
Purchasers of farm equipment 
were dinner guests of John A. 
MacMillan at the Commercial 
Hotel. 

**** 
In April 1896, Donald McIntosh 

of Dalkeith supervised the drive 
down the de Lisle River of a 
number of logs destined for the 
Rayside mill at Coteau. 

**** 
Council met in special session 

in February 1897 to discuss the 
weekend trouble when the stand
pipe was emptied of its water by 
opening a valve at the high 

s_chool. The Board was fined $10 
for expenses incurred. 

There was trouble with the 
lights, too . Owing to demagnetiz
ing of the dynamo at the engine 
house Sunday evening, citizens 
were deprived of electric lights . 

**** 
An innovation in the entertain

ment line was a "progressive 
euchre party" held in the Alex
ander Hall in October 1897. One 
year earlier the French choir of 
St. Fin nan 's had sponsored its 
first annual concert in the hall. 

**** 
At the annual meetmg ot the 

Alexandria Bicycling Club in 
March 1898, it was estimated 
more than SO wheels will be in use 
this summer. Council will be 
asked to improve the streets. 

**** 
The marble slab for the date 

plate on the rebuilt grist mi ll was 
donated by Duncan A. Macdon
ald, Postmaster in 1902. 
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Congratulations 
Alexandria 
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The Management and Staff of 
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Sam Sultan , prop. 

Boy! Will our ad for Alexandria's 
Bicentennial ever be something! 48 Main St. 
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And the ALL-STAR SERVICE TEAM OF Douglas Macleod, Romeo 
Lacombe and Gerald Forgoes. 

'61engarry HONDA 

[?l WE SERVICE BEFORE AND AFTER THE SALE 

Hwy. 34 South 

- - * ..... --- -------

CHARGEX -Vls.4 -525-3760 



·-·- -- . - _., .. -- --- · ... . ~ . 

The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. Wednesday, June 20, 1984 Page 5 

Kin of founder was first 
mayor of Alexandria 

A grand nephew of Bishop 
Alexander Macdonell, who had 
been the founding father of the 
future town back in 1819, was' 
given an acclamation as first 
mayor of the new town. Alexand
er D. McDonell (Sandy Duncan) 
farmed on the western outskirts 
of the village and he had served 
on village council in recent years. 
A section of his farm is now our 
town's industrial park. 

Nine candidates sought the six 
councillor seats in municipal 
Yoting January 5, 1903, and 
election results were bulletined in 
The News office windows as was 
the custom of that era. 

Winning council seats were: F. 
T Costello, John D. McIntosh, 
Archie McMillan, John McKin
non, John A. McRae and Francis 
Sabourin. A. L. Smith was 
re-appointed Clerk and treasurer 
at salaries of $125 and $50 
respectively. 

That evening the Citizens' 
Band under Professor Hyde sere
naded the winners in their homes, 
as did Pipers Angus P. McDonald 
and Alex N. K. MacLeod, who 
had just arrived from Qu 'Appelle. 
They added their quota of music 
to the general merrymaking. 

The Carriage Works was incor
porated that spring as a joint 

stock company called the Munro 
& McIntosh Carriage Co. It was 
capitalized at $250,000 in shares 
valued at $100. These were not 
offered to the public. 

In March, MacPherson & 
Schell successfully tendered for 
delivery of 1700 large windows for 
the new locomotive works at 
Montreal. The Export Company 
was to furnish 56,000 feet of 
flooring for that building. 

A vote of $17,000 for the new 
Alexandria Post Office went 
through estimates and later it was 
decided the site would be the 
locale of the existing structure, 
corner of Main and Catherine 
Streets. The present office would 
be moved back and turned to face 
Catherine Street. Mrs. Lefebvre's 
house would also be moved 
further down the street. That old 
post office building is still intact, 
now the property of Duncan Tidey 
and an apartment house after 
long and useful service in many 
capacities. 

The contract for the new post 
office was awarded in October 
1903 to one Joseph Bourque of 
Hull, Quebec. He had been the 
contractor for the ill-starred re
formatory, which story will be 
found in another column. 

Cheese board 
The newly organized Alexan

dria Cheese Board held its first 
meeting in late July of that year. 
Seventeen factories boarded their 
produce, a total of 940 boxes, and 
other factories were expected to 
board here. J. J. Kennedy began 
construction of a new bridge to 
span the Garry on Catherin Street 
East and provide access to the 
high school. MacPherson & 
Schell were erecting a 25x60 foot 
foundry adjoining the factory and 
machine shop and hoped to be 
casting in brass and metal within 
six weeks. 

The interests of D. M. Mac
Pherson in the local firm were 
purchased by Mr. Schell in early 
1904. His son, Duncan J. Mac
Pherson, had been looking after 
his father's interests here and he 
returned to Lancaster where he 
built a cheese box factory in 1906. 

In April 1904 the town council 
was planning construction of 
granolithic pavements along the 
east side of Main Street between 
Elgin and Gernish; on the west 
side of Main from Elgin to Lochiel 
and on the north side of St. Paul 
and Kenyon Streets. Residents of 
Kenyon Street East got their 
sidewalk in August. 

Both the convent school and the 
boys' school had been congested 
since September and the rate
payers voted the trustees author
ity to raise $8,000 to erect a 
four-room school building at the 
annual meeting in late December. 
Last classes in the history of the 
boys' school were held in April 
and demolition of the building got 
under way immediately. Senior 
classes for both girls and boys 
were being taught in the new 
four-room school later that year. 

Whats in a name 
The population of Alexandria 

had reached 2,269 by 1905 and 
perhaps that was what motivated 
town council in June to change 
the name of Main Street to 
Glengarry Street. Bylaw 46 was 
passed at the June 20th meeting 
but apparently the citizenry was 
not impressed. The main drag 
continued to be known as Main 
Street and the name "Glengarry" 
never took hold. Something the 
same occurred in later years. The 
western extension of Linsley 
Street, at the station, was called 
Glengarry Street for a time, but it 
failed to win public acceptance. 

Bylaw 46, changing Main 
Street to "Glengarry" was re-

pealed in May 1906 when Bylaw 
56 restored "Main Street". 

Alexandria's new post office 
was taken possession of June 20th 
by Postmaster Duncan A. Mac
donald and staff. The handsome 
three-storey brick building hous
ed postal quarters and the second 
and third floors served as living 
rooms, armory and other rooms 
for public service. In September, 
Alexandria was created a Cus
tom's Port of Entry and the 
postmaster was named Custom's 
Officer. 

On October 1st the Grand 
Trunk Railway took over the 
Canada Atlantic, which it would 
operate as the Ottawa Division. 

Good roads 
Reeve D. A. McArthur that 

month played host to representa
tives of the other Glengarry 
municipalities to discuss Good 
Roads. Most favored the Coun-
ties' plan for a committee to be 
named to designate such roads in 
each township. 

1n February 1906, the Alexan
dria Bottling Works was sold by 
Mr. Shaw to E. H. Stimson and in 
turn the business was operated by 
the latter's son, the late Harold 
Stimson. The Bottling Works 
building beside the Garry is now 

an apartment block. At that time, 
too, Lawrence St. John completed 
a course and opened a barber 
shop in the Commercial Hotel 
block. 

Less than a year after it had 
been occupied, the new post 
office was destroyed by a fire, 
March 11th, that left only the 
walls and tower standing. Post
master Macdonald and his staff 
moved temporarily into the old 
post office, then on Catherine 
Street, and the hope was being 
expressed that the government 
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would speedily rebuild the newer 
office building. 

Another fire on June 29th 
completely destroyed the offices 
of the Carriage Works , including 
the building that housed some 
$25,000 worth of finished car
riages. The home of J. D. 
Mclntosh was threatened by the 
blaze. Rebuilding started at once. 

where Georges Lanthier started a plant that 
now covers most of the block. Hector's 
Theatre was in the building at right and our 
park is at upper left bordering the mill pond. 

Heavier steel rails were being 
laid on the C. A. R. that summer, 
between Ottawa and Coteau and 
new sidings were built here. In 
an unrelated rail event, J. T. 
Schell, M.P. , was awarded the 
contract for building the Canad
ian Northern line from Hawkes
bury to Ottawa. 

WHERE A BIGGER BAKERY NOW 
STANDS-A view of Alexandria in the 20's 
was taken from St. Finnan's spire. It shows 
the church carriage shed in front of the old 
fire hall. The Robertson bakery in white was -Photo courtesy Peter Charlebois L-------- ....::;:::....;;.;__.:..:.::.;;.;:..:.ic:11:11: 

Circus in town 
The Barnum & Bailey circus 

was a highlight of the 1906 
summer when the big tent went 
up in August. 

The water supply was being 
discussed in November when a 
proposition to use Loch Garry 
water was thoroughly explored. It 
was dropped because of the high 
costs involved. 

The post office had been 
restored with dispatch, it seems, 
for in April 1907, the Public 
Works Department decided to fix 
up the top flat of the new post 
office as an armory for local 
companies of the 59th Regiment 
and a troop of Drgaoon Guards. 

Alexandria has four wants, The 
News suggested in December -
a new railway station, all-night 
electric light service, telephone 
service and police service. 

A move for separation of 
Glengarry from the United Coun-

ties had highlighted the year of 
1907 and the question came to a 
vote in January 1908. It was 
rejected by a vote of 2,363 to 
2,083. The southern section of the 
county had voted for the status 
quo. Alexandria's vote was 458 to 
2 in favor of a separate Glengarry. 
Lochiel and Kenyon had a major
ity of 1908 in favor of separation. 

The new elevator at Glengarry 
Mills was being run from the old 
water wheel and almost a carload 
of wheat a day was being 
elevated. The Bell Telephone Co. 
installed a new Metallic service 
that would permit transmission of 
messages in town after the lights 
were turned on. Heretofore, after 
the lights were turned on there 
was some difficulty ,in phoning. 

In December 1908 council 
ordained that the lights be run 
from 5:30 to 7 o'clock every 
morning, as well as at night. 

New theatre 
The formal opening of the 

Wonderland Theatre came Feb. 
8, 1909, when the proprietors, 
Messrs. Lalonde, had a program 
of illustrated songs by Real Huot, 
as well as a series of good moving 
pictures. 

After the French mass in St. 
Finnan's a committee was named 
to act with Rev. J. W. Dulin on 
building of a new church at the 
corner of Main and Lochiel 
Streets. Plans were to be prepar
ed and tenders called at once. 

A new wing was being added to 
the high school in July and a 
Canadian branch of the Bond 
Hanger & Coupling Co. of Mann
heim, Pennsylvania was organiz
ed. Its operations were to be in 
Alexandria and the buildings of 
the defunct Export Co . at the 
station were acquired. The new 
industry would produce machin
ery. 

The station was a busy place 
one day in October. Six carloads 

were being shipped from the 
Carriage Works, as well as 
another carload of dump cars of 
Schell 's. 

W. A. Cotton and T. A. 
Richardson, promoters of the 
Match Factory, have secured 
shareholders, it was announced in 
October, and have decided to 
proceed with erection of a solid 
brick factory. The 40x120 foot 
building was to be north of the 
G. T.R. station and excavation 
was quickly under way. 

Duncan A. Macdonald, Post· 
master , sold his sawmill at the 
station, in 1910, to Messrs. Filion 
and Legault of Glen Robertson. 

Something new in area agricul
ture - F. C. Nunnick, B.S.A., of 
the Department of Agriculture, 
Toronto, arrived June 21st to 
locate here and carry on agricul
tural extension work in Glengarry 
and the two eastern townships of 
Stormont. 

Maxville in two hours 
Something else new came in 

July. Ed Tarlton , foreman of the 
paint shop at the Carriage Works, 
was enjoying nightly runs in an 
Oldsmobile runabout, Model "B" 
standard, "one of the best on 
wheels." Last week he had met · 
his new purchase at Casselman. 
He and friends took two hours to 

reach Maxville. Leaving Maxville 
at 2:30 p.m., they arrived here at 
6 p.m. 

0. Ranger, proprietor of the 
Grand Union , was planning to 
add a storey over dining room and 
kitchen, which would give him 
eight or ten more rooms. While 
working on a roofing addition to 

the Ottawa Hotel, Angus Gillis, a 
carpenter, fell to his death. 

The Municipal Manufacturing 
Co. of Vancouver took over the 
Match Factory premises at the 
station. It would produce wire 
wound wood pipe and a large 
addition was erected in Novem
ber. 

There were 130 pupils at the 
high school in 1910, the highest 
ever. The Public School had 47 
and the convent and Alexander 
School held 465. The town 's 
population, based on the April 
assessment, was at 2,322 and the 
total assessment was $518,363. 

Leo Marcoux put a bus on the 
Alexandria-Green Valley run , a 
great improvement over the open 
carriage. Town council received a 
petition signed by 200 electors, 
asking that a bylaw to prohibit 
sale of liquor be put to a vote. 
Lancaster Village was taking 
similar steps. 

Work on the interior of Sacred 
Heart Church was proceeding 
apace and it was expected the 
church would be open to faithful 
for the first time at midnight mass 
on Christmas eve. Work on the 
ceiling and the sides was com
plete, the heating system was 

being installed and pews were 
reported in transit. 

Erection of a new Presbyterian 
church was discussed at a meet
ing of members in January 1911. 
John D. Mcln tosh and Hugh 
Munro promised to double the 
voluntary subscriptions of mem
bers. 

Orders were pouring in from 
the West to the Carriage Works in 
such numbers that February, the 
railway company had been asked 
to supply 10 cars. 

Militia orders contained an
nouncement that the headquart
ers of the 59th Regiment of 
Stormont & Glengarry would be 
changed from Cornwall to Alex
andria. 

A building committee to pro
ceed with erection of a new 
Presbyterian Church was named 
in May. It was made up of: Hugh 
Munro , John Simpson, E. J . 
Tarlton. I. 8. Ostrom, J. A. 
McRae, J . D. McIntosh, Dr. J. T. 
Hope and D. D'. McRae. The 
contract was awarded to J . J. 
McIntosh of Alexandria in late 
May . The edifice was to be 
constructed of cement blocks and 
work was to start at once . 

Opening services in the new 
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church were held August 2nd, . 
1912. Fronting on Kincardine 
Street , the new edifice is a er.edit 
to the congregation and to the 
contractor, The News reported. 

J. T. Schell was installing new 
interior fittings in the main post 
offices at Toronto and Winnipeg, 
at this .time. Over the years the 
Schell foundry and machine shop 
were to turn out interior fittings 
for most of the large city post 
offices across Canada. The ca
pacity of these shops was being 
doubled via extensive additions in 
May 1912. 

Messrs. Marcoux , liverymen, 
had put on the Green Valley run, 
a handsome C.P.R. tranc;fer bus 
and A. Danis' modern bakery was 
put in operation for the first time 
July 22, 1912. A modern van 
made deliveries the next day. 

A contract was let to Alexander 
(Sandy) Cameron for a four-room 
addition to the Alexander School 
in February 1913 and Dan Mul
hern was erecting a row of houses 
on Dominion Street South in May. 
Water was turned on in the Mill 
Square fountain for use of horse 
owners. Still searching for a 
more stable water supply for the 
town, the roads committee had 

struck excellent water on Linsley 
Street and other wells were being 
sunk. 

Councillor - Rowe bought a 
power pump for the town on a trip 
to Montreal. 

John Lowery of Ottawa was the 
successful tenderer for erection of 
a drill hall here . He arrived in late 
September and excavation was 
already under way on what was to 
be known as the armory hill. 

First reading .was given a bylaw 
to provide for drainage in town by 
construction of a drain to be 
known as the "Archie Gauthier 
drain". 

The Grand Trunk Railway had 
been operating the Canada Atlan
tic for some years and it was 
reported in May that the G.T.R. 
would absorb the C.A.R. 

Directly opposite Dave Cour
ville's Crystal Palace, later 
Cowan's hardware, has been 
erected one of the latest gasoline 
auto serving machines, The News 
reported May 19, 1914. 

In June, Messrs . Lowery had 
completed work on the Armoury. 
A board of officers , including 
Capt . J. A. Gillies , met here June 
17th to take over the drill hall 
from the contractors . 
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Reformatory would 
have changed town 

For four years prior to the turn 
of the century a large reformatory 
for wayward boys was destined 
for Alexandria. The Conservative 
government at Ottawa kept pro
mising our Tory representative, 
R. R. MacLennan, that the prison 
was coming our way and the 
Liberal dailies in neighboring 
cities kept insisting we were 
being taken for a ride-that the 
government was playing politics 
with the Glengarry electorate. 

We'll never be certain which 
partisans were right. A Liberal 
government under Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier won the next general 
election and quickly put the plan 
on the back burner. 

One is left wondering though, 
what kind of town Alexandria 
would be now if the reformatory 
had been built here 90 years ago. 
That type of institution might 
have had anything but an uplift
ing influence on local society. But 
it would have meant a large, 
steady payroll through the de
pression years of the '30's, when 
many Alexandrians were without 
jobs. 

In January 1893, Hon. J. J. 
Curran, Solicitor General attend
ed a public meeting here, called 
to consider its establishment. He 
assured his audience the reform
atory would be built here. 

R.R. Maclennan, then M.P. 
and a resident of Alexandria, had 
many encouraging reports from 
government sources over the 
months and in August 1894 his 
friends in Glengarry demonstrat
ed their appreciation of his efforts 
when nearly 400 tendered Mr. 
Maclennan a complimentary 
banquet in the Agricultural Hall. 
The promised Dominion Reform
atory was the subject of many 
flowery speeches. 

In October 1894, James Devlin, 
chief engineer and James Adams 
of the staff of Kingston Penitent
iary, came here to confer with Mr. 
MacLennan regarding a site for 
the new Dominion Reformatory. 
Railway facilities, water and 
drainage were to be considerat
ions. 

Next week The Montreal Ga
zette had word that the site for 
the reformatory had been select
ed at Alexandria. In fact, four 
suitable sites have been discover
ed possessing all three factors, 
according to The Gazette report. 

In January 1896, the Public 
Works Department at Ottawa was 
inviting tenders for erection of 
one wing and the rotunda or 
entrance to the reformatory. 
Tenders were to be in by 
February 15th and two weeks 
later it was reported Joseph 
Bourque of Hull, Quebec had 
been awarded the contract for a 
wing at $95,000. 

In late March, Mr. Bourque 
was here to arrange for opening 
the McPhee quarry and placing 
men at work. Stone was then 
being taken and drawn to the 
contemplated site of the reform
atory, just north of Alexandria. 

Then came the federal election 
in June. R. R. Maclennan beat 
the Patrons of Industry candidate, 
J. Lockie Wilson, by 742 votes. 
But the Laurier Liberals won a 
clear majority of 22 seats across 
Canada and Sir Charles Tupper 
was expected to hand over the 
reins of government. 

In September, in reply to a 
question in the House of Com
mons regarding the reformatory 
at Alexandria, Hon. J. J. Tarte, 
the new Minister of Public 
Works. reported difficulties had 
arisen between the contractor and 
the architect. Only $3,000 had 
been paid on work done and the 
government was considering if it 
was wise to have only one 
reformatory in the Dominion. 

In May 1897, a delegation of 70 
went to Ottawa regarding build
ing of the reformatory. Hon . Mr. 
T!\rte and Sir Oliver Mowat, 
Minister of Justice, promised 
they would do their utmost to see 
that the work was completed. 

The bad news came in October 
1897, when it was announced that 
the ''Dominion Government has 
decided no further steps will be 
taken in building a reformatory at 
Alexandria." Government arbi
trators were to come here to 
arrive at a settlement with the 
contractor, Mr. Bourque. 

The curtain was rung down on 
the reformatory question in July 
1902, when The News reported 
that J. H. McPherson, 20-3rd 
Kenyon, "purchased for his 
son-in-law, Arch McPhee, now of 
Michigan, the old reformatory 
farm, just north of Alexandria. 

The McPhee family in later 
years was known as "the Mc
Phees at the Reformatory.'' 

It happened on 
the square 

December 1897 - Angus Mc
Donald has a new covering put on 
his scales on the Mill Square. 

**** 
October 1898 - The Grist mill 

wall was removed to the second 
row of windows. 

**** 
August 1900- Alexandria now 

possesses a fountain to provide 
drink for man and beast. It was 
erected on the Mill Square this 
week. 

**** 
July 1901 - Without a mo

ment's notice the Main Street 

wall of the grist mill fell Friday 
p.m. Luckily, there were no 
injuries . 

March 5, 1903- J. A. Mac
Millan on Saturday held an 
auction sale of horses on the Mill 
Square. 

**** 
July 26, 1920 - Council was 

approached with a request for a 
water fountain in the centre of the 
Mill Square. The petitioners 
offered to raise the funds for the 
project and council accepted that 
offer. 

tt'here were the 
snow plows? 

Feb. 7, 1902 - Residents say 
not since 1869 was the road 
between station and town so 
completely blocked as on Mon
day . Travellers arriving in the 
morning did not reach town until 
7:45 p.m. Lord Minto was stuck at 
Coteau all day. 

**"'* 
April 4, 1901 - The Military 

Road north of town is in a 
disgraceful condition. 

**** 
Nov. 6, 1902 - Owing to the 

impassable state of the Military 
Road between station and village, 
parties driving over that stretch 
have laid out a road across the 
open common owned by the 
Macdonald estate. 
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PROTECTED FROM THE RAIN-The old grandstand at 
the fairgrounds offered protection from the rain at this 
meeting of the Patrons of Industry at the turn of the century. 
The grandstand was razed in the 30's to make stands at 
Chisholm Park. 

Names in The News 
A. J. McCulloch left in October 

1894 for Sayabec, Rimouski Coun
ty. Quebec. to open up the 
winter's work for MacPherson & 
Schell. He will take out some 
50.000 logs during the winter 
months. 

William G. Hall, of Cornwall, 
formerly of this place, became 
street commissioner and consta
ble in September 1898. ln De
cember, H. R. Cuddon of St. 
Catharines opened a jewellery 
store in the St. Lawrence block. 
- H. R. Macdonald leased the 
Queen 's Hotel to F. Dlomme of 
Tweed. 

R. R. Maclennan defeated the 
Patrons' candidate, J. 1-0ckle 
Wilson, in June 1896. The Laurier 
Liberals won and Tupper was to 
resign . 

A.C. McDonald opened a shop 
for electrical supplies in the 
Harrison block in October 1896. 

As 1897 opened, a new hand 
laundry was opened in the old 
billiard hall on Church Street (was 
that St. Paul?) by Charley Hong 
Sing. 

A.O. Markson, merchant, of 
Dalkeith , has rented H. T. 
McDonald 's store (in September 
1894), 

John D. McMaster, harness 
maker, sold out to E. Leger in 
October 1897 and Goulet Bros. 
purchased N. Bray's carriage 
making shop at Kenyon and 
Ottawa Streets in November. 

Alfred St. John had purchased 
the tonsorial business at the 
Grand Union in February 1897 
and in March Archibald McNab of 
this place was appointed sheriff of 
the United Counties. He resigned 
as License Inspector for Glen
garry and left for Cornwall. -
John A. McRae of McCrimmon 
removed to town with his family 
in June 1897. 

J_ W. lrven and Angus G. 
McDonald, butchers, dissolved 
their partnership in March 1898. 
Mr. McDonald would now form a 
partnership with Arcade Meloche 
under the name of Meloche & 
McDonald. 

William Ritchie in February 
1899 succeeded Nelson Smith as 
engineer in charge of the power 
house. Smith had been here since 
water and lights were introduced 
and he returned to Ottawa. -
John A. Cameron re-leased the 
Grand Union and had plans to 
remodel it. 

Alexandria's famed minstrel 
aggregation entertained in Alex
ander Hall in February 1899. A. 
L. Smith was interlocutor and the 
end men were A. G. F. Macdon
ald, W. Dease, J. R. Proctor, J. 
R. Moffat and Joe Huot. 

In April of that year John R. 
Shaw purchased a soda water 
plant and was to manufacture all 
kinds of artificial drinks. He was 
putting up a new building. 

J. A. C. Huot purchased the 
vacant lot at Bishop and Cather
ine Streets and planned to erect a 
dwelling house. - E. J. Tarlton 

arrived from Gananoque to be a 
painter at the Carriage Works. 

Captain A.G. F. Macdonald in 
March 1900 accepted a captaincy 
in a new regiment being formed 
to garrison Halifax while regular 
troops served in Africa. He left 
for London to take over "B" 
Company. - M. Simon of the 
Bon Marche was removing stock 
across the street to the Sugarman 
block . 

J, Adelard Gagnier of the 4th 
Kenyon bought the Atlantic Hot
el, station from A. L. McKay in 
February 1900. Mr. McKay plan
ned to continue as a veterinary 
and rented the Driving Park for 
the training of horses. McKay & 
Sturrock leased the park for 10 
years. The buildings would be 
used as veterinary stables and 
horses would be trained on the 
track. 

George Bougie purchased a lot 
at the corner of Main and Lochiel 
Streets and was to erect a grocery 
store in August 1900. - Messrs. 
Kennedy started operation of the 
Alexandria Steam Laundry. 

Ernest Ostrom, a graduate of 
the Toronto School of Pharmacy, 
took over in Ostrom Bros. empor
ium from W. A. McCrea , drug
gist, in July J900. 

John McMaster of Montreal 
took charge of the Ottawa Hotel in 
January 1901. - In March , A.G. 
F. Macdonald of The News was 
elected president of the Canadian 
Press Association. 

A foot bridge was built over the 
Garry River opposite Catherine 
Street in August 1901 . lt was to 
be a convenience for high school 
students. 

Professor Hyde of Grim by 
arrived in September 1901 to take 
charge of the Citizen's Band. 

Archie McMillan placed two 
buses on his Canada Atlantic 
service in May 1902. - George 
A. Bradley of Crysler had arrived 
in February to be bookkeeper at 
Schell 's. 

A trio of Alexandrians arrived 
home August 1, 1902 from South 
Africa where they served with the 
Canadian contingent. They were: 
Malcolm McDonald, Angus Mc
Phee and Joseph Grant. 

Ulric Lalonde, harnessmaker, 
started a trade of his own in 
August 1902 in the south end. He 
had been apprenticed to E. Leger. 

Our baker, John Robertson, is 
building a 42X28 fool plant south 
of the Hand Laundry on Dominion 
Street, The News reported in 
October 1902. (Lanthier's later 
grew from that. Ed.)-Donald J. 
McDonald left John McMillan's 
store and was to open a grocery in 
the Glengarry block. - F. N. 
Cartwright of the Commercial 
Hotel installed a system of hot 
and cold water baths in his 
hostelry. The charge was a 
quarter of a dollar. 

Sabourin Bros. have gone into 
the milk business, it was reported 
in January 1903. Another new 
milk dealing firm is Masters Jack 
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First lawyer came here in 1855 
Alexander Mackenzie was the 

first lawyer to practice in Alex
andria. He came here in 1855 
from Cornwall where he had 
studied in the office of Hon. John 
Sandfield Macdonald . He con
t inued to practice until the death 
of Col. Duncan Macdonell 
(Greenfield) Registrar of the 
County, to which office he 
succeeded and held to the time of 
his death. 

After Mr. Mackenzie retired 
from professional duties, John R. 
Wilson, a brother of J. Lockie 
Wilson, opened an office over the 
store of Cosmos Kerr. He died in 
1874. A few weeks later, E. H. 
Tiffany of Ridgetown , Ont. , ar
rived here and his long span of 
practice was to extend well into 
the new century. 

Murdoch Munro, a son of 
Donald Munro, North Branch , 

and Willie lrvlne.-In April, 
Archie McMillan pul a covered 
stage on the Green Valley route. 

In June 1903, Hugh Munro, D. 
H. Mason and J. A. McRae were 
named a committee of the Pres
byterian congregation to superin
tend erection of a manse. -
Arthur Lalonde, barber, joined 
forces with Mr. Bonin at the 
Grand Union tonsorial parlor. 
They were to have a three-chair 
shop. - Mr. and Mrs. D. R. 
MacDonald and family of Wil
liamstown moved into their newly 
renovated home on Catherine 
Street. 

H. C. Weir, late of the Canada 
Atlant ic Hotel , Glen Robertson , 
would run the Queen's Hotel, 
starting May 1903. - In July , a 
Mr. Sabourin from Ottawa pur
chased K. Decosse's bakery. 

Angus McDonald was having 
the weight scales installed just 
north of his new office building in 
August 1903 and in September J. 
Lockie Wilson of Alexandria was 
elected president of the Farmers' 
Association in Toronto. 

A double-bearing buggy gear 
has been invented by M. Daprato 
of the Carriage Works, it was 
reported in September 1903. He 
will exhibit it at the Ottawa Fair . 

Wm. Laurin of The News staff 
left for Brantford in November 
1903 to receive instruction on 
operating a typesetting machine, 
one of which will be installed in 
th is office. 

Capt. J, A. Cameron of the 
Princess Louise Dragoon Guards , 

next opened an office in 1879 over 
James Macphee's store (the old 
Union Bank premises) . About the 
same time John A. Macdonell 
(Jack Greenfield) arrived from 
Toronto and opened an office 
south of the Garry. Later he was 
joined by Frank T. Costello, who 
had come here from Hawkesbury, 
in the firm of Macdonell and 
Costello, with offices in the Bank 
of Ottawa building. 

About 1888, A. L. Smith came 
from Cornwall to practice here. 
Apart from his law business , he 
also served as Clerk and Treasur
er of the village and town over 
many years. Regarded as an 
expert curler, Mr. Smith in 1897 
married Grace, second daughter 
of J. A. Macdougald, Local 
Registrar of the High Court, 
Cornwall. George Hearnden was 
also practising here in the '90's. 

left for Toronto to take a course in 
cavalry drill at Stanley Barracks 
in February 1904. - Sabourin 
Bros. purchased the Harrison 
block, which they had occupied 
for several years. 

D. J. MacPherson and family 
left in March for Lancaster, where 
they will reside. 

J. A. McMIiian now sports the 
nobbiest turnout in town -
horse , harness and a rubber-tired 
buggy, it was reported in June 
1904. 

Ernest Leduc wheeled out to 
his home at St . Isidore in August 
1904, but wisely decided to return 
by train from Maxville. 

Donald A. McDonald rented 
the old Union Bank building in 
November 1904. He was to 
occupy the upper flat and his 
liquor store would share the lower 
part with Mulhern Bros. musical 
showroom. 

Alf St. John, tonsorial artist , 
has purchased a complete driving 
outfit - horse, sleigh, robes, etc. 
- from John A. McRae in 
December 1904. He now has a 
nobby turnout. - A. L. Smith has 
been appointed Alexandria's firs t 
Police Magistrate. 

Sabourin Bros. dissolved their 
partnership as butchers. Al
phonse Sabourin will operate the 
business after February 1905. -
E. Leger sold his saddler business 
to Ulric Lalonde. 

A novelty in the line of open air 
entertainment was furn ished fri
day evening, August 11, 1904, 

L. G. D. Legault had his office 
in the Kennedy block. He receiv
ed his legal training in Ottawa 
and Toronto . 

Donald A. Macdonald , eldest 
son of Col. A . G. F. Macdonald, 
opened his office in 1913 and 
practised law here until shortly 
before his death in l 957. When F. 
T. Costello was appointed judge, 
in 1929, Mr. Macdonald joined 
John A. Macdonell in the firm of 
Macdonell and Macdonald. Mr . 
Macdonell died within months 
and during the '30's Mr. Mac
donald had associated with him at 
various times Alan Van Every and 
Adrien E. Richard . Gabriel G. 
Aubry joined him in 1945 in the 
firm of Macdonald and Aubry. 
The firm name remains unchang
ed though Mr. Macdonald died in 
1957. Mr. Aubry now has as
sociated with him his son, Pierre 

when H. R. Cudden, jeweller, 
gave a gramaphone concert from 
the bandstand. 

In August 1901, A. A. Boyd, 
tea merchant, bough t 350 chests 
of tea in Montreal. Each chest 
weighed 80 pounds so Mr. Boyd 
had 14 tons of tea to dispose of. 

The building fund of the new 
French church gained $10,000, 
the gift of John McMartin, it was 
reported in April 1902. 

John Simpson & Son, Alex
andria's oldest store, on Saturday 
installed four cash carriers, The 
News noted in May 1907. 

Miss Emily S. Robinson of 
Alexandria, whose voice is much 
admired, was the leading attract
ion at a grand concert in the 
Russell Theatre, Ottawa, under 
vice-regal patronage, in March 
1908. 

Horse races were run off on the 
Garry River track in January 
1910. 

There are 130 pupils at A. H. 
S. , the highest ever, according to 
a September 1910 report. The 
Public School had 47 and there 
were 465 at the Convent and the 
Alexander School. 

Representatives of Hawkes
bury and Vankleek Hill Gun Clubs 
were here in December 1910 for a 
day's shooting on the Mill Pond 
range. Local sharpshooter T. J . 
Gormley had top honors and the 
local nimrods won out by an 
! !-point margin. Dr. Kirby was 
crack shot for Hawkesbury. 

CONGRATULATIONS. 
To The 

Aubry. 
Percy C. Bergeron of Cornwall, 

practised here for a year or so in 
the '30's before being named 
judge of the Juvenile Court at 
Cornwall in October 1935. Tom 
Charlebois (1960) and Osias 
Sauve (1925) also practised here 
for brief periods. 

Alexandria-born Leopold La
londe was in practice in the early 
'40's though plagued by ill ness 
much of the time. He was named 
Assistant Magistra te in 1951 and 
Magistrate two years later, a post 
he held for eight years. Mr. 
Lalonde died in 1961. 

Others of the law fraternity now 
practicing here are Jean-Marc 
Lefebvre and Roger Bellefeuille. 
Duncan J. MacDonald of Corn
wall and Larry Filion also of 
Cornwall, have offices here on a 
part-time basis. 

Capt. J. A. Cameron of the 
Princess Louise Dragoon Guards 
arrives home this week (May 30, 
1911) and will recruit his cavalry 
corps for camp at Petawawa. 
Young men with a horse should 
see him. 

Sager's merry-go-round did a 
land office business nightly for 
three weeks , according to a July 
19 I I report. 

In January 1912, a number of 
young men were planning to start 
rehearsals for a minstrel show to 
be given Easter week. 

The Board of Trade will organ
ize a deputation to try to induce 
the C. P. R. to build a spur line 
from Green Valley to Alexandria, 
reported The News in June 1913. 

Several caravans of gypsies of 
the Mexican type passed through 
town one day in June 1913. 

The R. R . 2, Alexandria mail 
route was inaugurated November 
1st , 1913, when D. K. McDonald! 
made his first rounds. 

In early 1914, the Canada 
Gazette carr ied a not ice of 
applicat ion to be made to Parlia
ment for an act to .incorporate the 
''Cornwall & Hawkesbury Rail
way Company of Canada", with 
the power to construct a line 
running from Cornwall through 
Martintown and Alexandria, 
thence to Hawkesbury and Gren
ville. 

,,1884·1984. 

Town of Alexandria 
On The Occasion Of Its 

100th ANNIVERSARY 
from the 

REEVE, COUNCIL 

and Residents of the 

Township of Charlottenburgh 

Reeve Ewen MacDonald 

Deputy Reeve Stuart Buchan 

Councillors: Robert Roth, Ernest Szpivak, Don Kanoon 
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MSM manufactured the 
HBuggy from Glengarry" 

Things that happened here 

The coming of the railroad in 
1882 gave impetus to Alexan
dria's growth, but it was the 
employment provided by two 
growing industries that enabled 
the village to double and treble 
its population in less than three 
decades. 

The Munro & McIntosh Car
riage Co. Ltd. and MacPherson 
& Schell had payrolls aggregating 
some 300 at the turn of the 
century. Many of today's citizens 
are children or grandchildren of 
people attracted to Alexandria by 
the promise of employment in 
these then prospering plants that 
are now but a memory. 

Munro & McIntosh was the 
brainchild of two cousins from the 
Apple Hill-Glen Roy area, Hugh 
Munro and John D. McIntosh. 

Mr. Munro came to Alexandria 
September 17, 1877, a blacksmith 
who had learned his trade in 
shops at Alexandria, Williams
town and Martintown . He had 
furthered his knowledge at King
ston and Napanee. A son of 
Donald Munro of the 9th Charlot
tenburgh, he secured the smithy 
of Allan J. McDonald on the 
southwest corner of Ottawa and 
Kenyon Streets. A later generat
ion would know it as the 
blacksmith shop of Jovenin Gou-

let and it is now the site of 
Jean-Yves Menard's Fairway 
Centre. 

In 1882, John D. McIntosh, son 
of Duncan McIntosh, Apple Hill, 
became a partner under the firm 
name Munro & McIntosh & Co. 
Mr. McIntosh had been employed 
by his cousin for about two years 
as a carriage maker before the 
partnership was arranged. 

Over the next three years the 
young firm built some 40 car
riages a year and employed 15 
men in 1885 when the decision 
was made that more space was 
needed . A lot was purchased at 
the corner of Main and St. George 
Streets and a three-storey build
ing was erected, measuring 60X-
40 feet. During the next four 
years the firm's business grew 
and an addition was made to the 
factory. A boiler and engine with 
modern machinery followed. 

By 1894 the output had reached 
380 carriages and the local market 
had been saturated. Mr. Munro 
took on the task of enlarging the 
field , selling between Montreal 
and Ottawa. In the course of years 
he went further afield. The 
business developed with wonder
ful rapidity, necessitating subdi
vision of the different branches 
under capable foremen and 

further additions to the plant. 
At the turn of the century, Mr. 

McIntosh was in charge of 
production, while Hugh Munro 
was spending more and more 
time on the road. A warehouse 
had been opened in Winnipeg 
and the " Buggy from Glengarry" 
was becoming ever more popular 
in the Territories and British 
Columbia. 

The Carriage Works now turns 
out a finished carriage in 21 
minutes, The News reported in 
February 1902, and later in the 
year machinery was being instal
led to enable the factory to 
manufacture its own pneumatic 
tires. 

The year Alexandria was incor
porated as a town , 1903, the 
business was incorporated as a 
joint stock company with capital 
of $250,000 in $100 shares. It was 
called the Munro & McIntosh 
Carriage Company and the stock 
was not offered to the public. 

Nelson Gilbert, one of the best 
known carriage men in the U.S., 
had been engaged as superinten
dent and one of his products was 
the plant's first rubber-tired 
carriage. It was made for Ed 
Tarlton, foreman of the paint 
shop, who was later to own the 
first automobile in Alexandria in 

CARRIAGES FROM M. & M.-This collec
tion of carriages owned by Oakley H. Bush 
contains several products of the Alexandria 

Carriage Works. Mr. Bush is a resident of the 
Sixth of Kenyon at Fassifern. 

Photo Courtesy-Oakley Bush 

Hugh Munro. 
1910. 

ln April 1907 it was reported 
the company had shipped 90 
carloads of carriages since the 
first of the year. During 12 
months of that year, the firm 
completed close to 6,000 car
riages and 3,200 cutters and there 
were "more orders ahead than 
ever." 

The 10-year period opening this 
century was to be the most 
productive in the company's 
history. Production in 1908, for 
instance , rose to 6,500 buggies 
and 5,000 cutters. There were 150 
models to choose from in car
riages, all with numerous options. 

In 1909, the firm became part 
of a large amalgamation of 
carriage makers known as Car
riage Factories Ltd . Hugh Munro 
was vice-president of the new 
concern. 

The plant was shipping two 
carloads of carriages a day in May 
1912 and that year was described 
as an extra good year, with the 
firm steadily employing more 
than 200. 

War broke out in the summer of 
1914 and John D. McIntosh died 
on September 20th of that year . 
Neither of the partners had sons 
and there was little motivation to 
make the transition to gas-power
ed vehicles, as the McLaughlin 
Carriage Co. of Oshawa had done 
in 1915. McLaughlin's announced 
in November that they would no 
longer make horse-drawn vehi
cles. The plant in Oshawa in time 
became General Motors of Cana
da. 

During the war years key men 
left for other fields , among them 
William Forster, foreman trim
mer; Harry Williams, comptrol
ler; Nelson Gilbert, plant super
intendent . His top job was taken 
by a local man, Felix Daprato. 

In 1918, the firm made a bus 

John McIntosh 
body for the run between Van
kleek Hill and Hawkesbury. Sub
stantial orders for the bodies for 
military ambulances were also 
turned out and the firm also had 
some orders for automobile bod
ies. But the good days were in the 
past. The automobile was king 
and the demand for horse-drawn 
vehicles was lessening. In April 
1920 the men went on strike for 
more pay and a total of 93 
employees voted a week later to 
settle the strike. That 93 was 
much lower than the more than 
200 employed in pre-war years. 

The Carriage Works was still 
alive in 1924, but struggling. In 
1928 the smokestack blew down. 
Carriage Factories Ltd. kept a 
small staff in the plant until 1934. 

The buildings then lay idle and 
the town apparently got them for 
taxes. In June 1938. a wrecking 
crew from Frankel Brothers of 
Toronto razed the buildings, 
which had stretched from the 
middle of the Elgin-St. George 
Street block through to Kincar
dine, with another block of 
lumber yards to t he north. 

Hugh Munro had left for 
Edmonton in June 1936 to reside 
with his daughter , Grace, Mrs. D. 
J. T. Hope, wife of Dr. Gus Hope. 
He died in that city November 
7, 1939. 

Both Hugh Munro and John D. 
McIntosh had been prominent in 
community affairs. Munro had 
served as reeve in 1900, as mayor 
in 1908 and went on to win for the 
Liberals in the provincial election 
of 1911 . He won by acclamation in 
1914 and later retired from the 
political arena. Mr. McIntosh had 
been a member of the first town 
council in 1903 and both had been 
generous to their church and to 
other community needs. 

Dec. 10, 1897 - Alexandria· 
Lodge No. 439, A. F. & A. M. was 
constituted and consecrated last 
Wednesday. L. C . Harrison is 
Worshipful Master. 

•••• 
Dec. 27, 1900-The C.P.R. 

has established a stage service 
between Alexandria and Green 
Valley. Passengers going by C.P. 
R. get free transportation to and 
from Green Valley. 

•••• 
Feb. 28, 1901 - A large Bell 

gang is here making connections 
with Martintown and Glen Ro
bertson and providing a direct 
line to Ottawa. 

•••• 
Sept. 26, 1901 - The Royal train 
bearing the Duke and Duchess of 
Cornwall and York was here 
Friday. On 24 hours' notice, 2,000 
were at the station. Senator 
Donald McMillan and J. A. 
Macdonell presented an address. 

•••• 
Oct. 10, 1901 Several 

young men met in E. Leger's 
shop Wednesday to organize a 
French-Canadian Social Club. 
They will secure rooms for a club 
centre. Mr. Leger is president, H . 
'Bourgon, secretary and Eugene 
Huot, treasurer. 

•••• 
July 9, 1903 - A new wharf is 

being built at the foot of Gernish 
Street by the crews of the 
Onalinda and the Laval. 

•••• 
Sept . 3, 1903 - Lord Dundon

ald, commander of His Majesty' s 
forces in Canada, was guest of 
honor at a monster gathering 
under auspices of the Sons of 
Scotland. At an evening concert 
in Alexander Hall, a resolution 
was approved that a kilted 
regiment be formed in Glengarry 
with Lord Dundonald as Honorary 
Colonel. 

**** 
August 11, 1904 - Several 

ladies from town were out at 
Bonnie Brier, the beautiful home 
of W. MacLeod, McCrimmon , 
last week, when an old-fashioned 
(fulling) bee was held . Another 
was held at the home of Arch . 
Morrison , Cotton Beaver, on 
Tuesday. 

•••• 
Sept. 15, 1904-St. Margar

et's Convent School has a record 
enrolment of 240 pupils, with over 
80 in the primary class. Until 
other arrangements can be made, 
crowding in this class has been 

solved by boys and girls attending 
only in the morning or afternoon . 

•••• 
Oct. 27, 1904 - 3,000 greeted 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier who closed out 
his Ontario campaign here Mon
day. Sir Wilfrid was presented 
with a cane of unique design , the 
handiwork of Duncan Gray. 

•••• 
April 16, 1907 - A farmers 

Telephone Co. has been organiz
ed here by residents of Lochiel . In 
October it was reported the 
Glengarry Telephone Co-Op As
sociation Ltd. lines now cover a 
good portion of Lochiel. Work of 
erecting poles, stringing wire and 
installing phones goes on apace. 
There are phones in 20 homes at 
McCrimmon, Laggan, Fassifern 
and Lochiel. For five cents, 
subscribers now can speak to Bell 
system in Alexandria. Peter 
Chisholm is president and M. J . 
Morris, secretary-treasurer. 

•••• 
May 27, 1908 - The ice cream 

parlors of D. J. McDonald, John 
Boyle and S. Lebeau are doing a 
land office business . . 

•••• 
Dec. 22 , 1909 - There are 

plans to form another squadron of 
the 5th Princess Louise Dragoon 
Guards with headquarters here, 
commanded by Capt. J. A. 
Cameron, now of " C" Squadron. 

**** 
Oct. 11 , 1910 - While working 

on a roofing addition to the 
Ottawa Hotel , Angus Gillis, car-

penter, was killed in a fall to the 
ground. - Leo Marcoux has an 
up-to-date bus on the Alexandria
Green Valley route, a great 
improvement on the open car
riage. 

**** 
April 4, 1911 - Rory R. 

Chisholm was fatally injured in a 
fall from a scaffold while working 
as a contractor in Ottawa. 

**** 
Dec. 19, 1911 - Hugh Munro, 

Liberal , won election over Col. 
Robertson by 268 votes as 
Ontario remained Conservative in 
the provincial election Monday. 

**** 
There is a fuel famine at the 

Power House . As a result, lights 
are shut off each evening at 10 or 
11 o'clock. 

**** 
March 6, 1912 - The vote on 

Church Union taken in the 
Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, 
resulted 84-14 for the principle of 
Union. For the basis of Union the 
vote was 69 to 14. 

**"'* 
April 30, 1913 - The new fire 

alarm bell has been installed in 
the tower. Different alarms are to 
be sounded for each ward. 

**** 
Feb. 11, 1914 - An A. H. S. 

cadet corps has been formed and 
it will take in pupils from the 
Public and Separate schools . Over 
100 are already enrolled. In July 
78 cadets under command of A. 
R. Clarry, science master at A.H. 
S., and Segt .-lnstructor Dower, 
left for camp at Barriefield. 

Pest house in park 
Today's national health plan and our fine hospital facilities are 

a far cry from conditions at the turn of the century. Then, in May 
1901, when smallpox was again threatening, the village council 
had a building erected on the Island Survey, now part of our 
park. 

Some of our citizenry did not believe in vaccination; others 
flouted the quarantine laws and were apt to tear down warning 
notices with which their doors were placarded. Night and day, 
guards had to be kept at houses quarantined and so council hit 
upon the idea of a house isolated from all others to which those 
quarantined might be moved. 

It was a day in which the whole family was shut-in when 
smallpox entered the home and if there was no visible means of 
support the village had to support the family for six weeks or 
more. Our town fathers became convinced that some heads of 
families were purposely trying to have their children contract the 
disease and thus get a "free-ride" at the expense of the 
taxpayer . 

And so what became known as the Pest House. to which 
patients were taken to be cared for. It is said this soon put a curb 
on the incidence of the disease. In fact it was so effective that the 
Pest House was sold in 1907 and moved across the ice in the 
winter of 1908 to a new location on Kenyon Street West. 

CONGRATULATIONS ALEXANDRIA 

Centenaire Centennial 

We're Proud To Have Been Serving Alexandria und Area 

For Over 20 Years 

From The Management and Staff at 

ALEXANDRIA 
i 
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Schell was a going concern 
Schell buildings long gone 

A much-used word these days, 
entrepreneur, might have been 
coined to describe one Jacob T. 
Schell who came to Alexandria in 
1882. A live wire, to put it mildly, 
Mr. Schell started making cheese 
boxes and in less than a decade 
possessed saw mills, veneer 
mills, box factories, sash and door 
and planing mills, machine shop 
and foundry. In addition, he was 
contracting and building, buying 
and shipping lumber and would 
represent Glengarry at Ottawa, as 
well as building and instaJling 
post office interiors across Cana
da and becoming a railroad 
builder. 

A human dynamo, J. T. Schell 
served Alexandria and Glengarry 
well across a span of 34 years, 
until his death in 1916. 

Jacob T. Schell came to Alex
andria, October 31 , 1882, News 
files tell us. He put up at the 
hostelry of A. J. McDonald, the 
St. Lawrence Hall. A native of 
Oxford County, at 32 he was an 
experienced cheese box maker 
and this fact suggests that he had 
come to Glengarry at the behest 
of D. M. MacPherson of Lancas
ter, the "cheese king" . Mr. 
MacPherson had cheese factories 
through south Glengarry and it is 
probable he had sought the 
services of one who could provide 
boxes for his production. 

Mr. Schell 's first job was to 
overhaul the sawmill on Kenyon 
Street West that D. M. Mac
Pherson and a partner, William 
Merrill , had recently purchased 
from the Hon. D. A. Macdonald. 
His second job was to add a 

cheese box factory to the sawmill. 
That mill started operations in 

1883 and Sechell, who started as 
plant manager, by the end of the 
year had bought out the interest 
of Mr. Merrill and had become a 
partner in the firm that was to be 
known as MacPherson & Schell. 
In Alexandria, it would become 
known familiarly as Schell' s. 

In 1889, fire destroyed the mill, 
but within five weeks a new plant 
was in full operation and contin
ued to grow. 

While managing the Alexan
dria business, Schell joined in 
partnership with Duncan A. Mac
donald, postmaster, to build a 
saw and shingle mill at 6-4th 
Kenyon , Dornie. In 1888, the mill 
in 3rd Lochiel was built, as well as 
a cheese box factory at Chute a 
Blondeau and another box factory 
at Huntingdon, Quebec. Three 
years later the Quebec limits were 
purchased at Rimouski and a 
large saw mill and a shingle mill 
were added. A veneer mill and a 
sawmill were built one year later 
at Monkland and a veneer mill at 
Williamstown was added in 1896. 

Few residents of Alexandria 
were aware that Mr. Schell was 
the direct operator of no fewer 
than seven other business con
cerns besides the one in town. 
The entire force employed was 
upwards of 250 hands. 

Duncan Gray became Schell's 
expert on wood finishing; Don
ald Lothian was his general 
foreman and Adelard Lalonde, a 
native of Rigaud , was stationary 
engineer at the local plant. When 
Schell lost his bookkeeper and 

Names in The News 
O. Ranger of Ste. Marthe, 

Que., purchased the Grand Union 
Hotel from A. J. McDonald in 
March 1905. - Frank Tobin, 
painter, of Lancaster, has moved 
to town. 

A. Meloche and George Sa
bourin have formed a partnership 
as butchers, it was reported May 
12, 1905. 

J. A. C. Huot will open a 
general store in the shop next to 
Boyle's grocery, it was announc
ed in Julv 1905. - Ovlde Vernier 
will hold the reins on Sabourin 
Bros. delivery wagon. Jos. Sa
bourin, who has delivered for 17 
years, will be in the shop. 

Jos. Sabourin, late of Alexand
dria Meat Market, and George 
Campeau of John Simpson & Son, 
have opened a general store in 
Simpson's old stand. 

Un May 1st, the Commercial 
Hotel will be taken over by 
Gormley Bros. of Finch, who will 
rent from Arch McMillan. -
Allan J. McDonald will erect a 
barber shop south of the Grand 
Union Hotel, it was reported in 
April 1905. 

Jos. Lalonde has moved his 
barber shop to A. J. McDonald's 
new building next to the Grand 
Union, it was reported in May. 
- Paul Daprato is now manager 
of John R. Shaw's bottling works 
in Ottawa. 

J. R. McMaster, proprietor of 
the Ottawa Hotel, is after carriage 
trade, it was reported in March 
1906. He is adding driving sheds. 

A farewell reception was ten
dered J. Lockie Wilson and family 
in April 1906 before leaving for 
Toronto. 

Madame C. A. Cardinal, artist, 
was here in October 1907 before 
going to Glen Sandfield to open a 
class in painting. 

D. R. MacDonald had a 231 

majority over A. W. McDougald 
in 1908 when Glengarry went 
Conservative in provincial voting . 

A. L. Gilmour of Ottawa has 
purchased the Commercial Hotel 
from Archie McMillan, it was 
reported in November 1907. -
John J. Kemp opened a paint 
shop on Main Street South. Ile 
will specialize in repainting bug
gies and cutters. 

J. Lockie Wilson of Toronto 
sold his farm, Woodbine, on the 
western outskirts of Alexandria, 
in January 1908. The purchaser is 
from the Old Country and the 
price was $8,000. 

W. G. Hall , police chief for nine 
years, leaves for Morrisburg 
where he will be chief, reports 
The News in September 1908. 
James McPhee sold the old Union 
Bank building to R. H. Cuddon. 

Donald J. Macdonell was ap
pointed chief of police and 
general superintendent of works. 
A bylaw was passed to disqualify 
any ratepayer from voting in 
municipal elections whose taxes 
are unpaid by December 14th. 
This was in December 1908. 

In November, John Angus 
McMillan, liberal, had won by 
302 votes over John F. McGregor. 

The Miller & Campbell foundry 
and blacksmith shop had been 
sold in 1908 to J. B. Bellefeuille of 
St. Polycarpe. - J. W. Llboiron, 
merchant tailor of Ste. Agathe, 
has opened a shop in the 
McArthur block. 

P. Leslie & Son hardware 
business was sold to R. H. Cowan 
of Buckingham who has rented 
the lower flat of Duncan A. 
Macdonald's new block. He will 

take possession in the new year of 
1909. 

David Courville of Vankleek 
Hill , bought the Crystal Block 
from P. Leslie & Son who go to 

. " . . . . . ·::, 

office manager. C. F. Taggart in 
1902, he was replaced by George 
Bradley of Crysler. Mr. Taggart 
had become manager of the new 
Wood Export Company plant at 
the station. 

The Canada Lumberman re
ported that MacPherson & Schell 
" has stocked for 1896 more than 
four million feet of saw logs, 
2,000 cords of heading and one 
million feet of elm at its veneer 
mills at Alexandria and Monk
land. Add an output of six million 
shingles, 500,000 feet of caddy 
bass, the planing mill. sash and 
door, and house building equip
ment, as well as buying and 
selling of lumber. Stock turned 
out in 1895 was worth more than 
$200,000 and 1896 will see an 
increase." The Alexandria butter 
box patented by the firm was on 
the market that October and was 
said by the trade to be "the best 
in existence". 

In 1898 Schell and Macdonald 
moved their sawmill from Dornie 
to Alexandria and erected it near 
the station. That year the building 
side of the business built com
plete creameries at Green Valley 
and Dunvegan. 

D. M. MacPherson had kept a 
low profile in the company and no 
doubt had concentrated his en
deavors on his large cheese 
factory business. His son. Duncan 
J. Mac Pherson, devoted more 
time to the business here. By 
1905 both father and son had 
severed a ll connections with 
Schell and Duncan J. built a 
cheese box factory of his own at 
Lancaster in 1906. 

Ottawa. according to a report in 
August 1909. 

Mayor A. L. Smith will go to 
Cornwall to practise law with R. 
A. Pringle, it was reported in 
September 1909. 

E. J. Dever of Dalhousie 
Station purchased the stock and 
rented the store of Donald 
MacPhee, merchant , in March 
1910. - The Glengarry Marble 
Works, Main Street South, was 
sold by G. H. Kemp to George H. 
Duvall of Cornwall. 

F. C. Nunnick, B.S.A., of the 
Department of Agriculture, To
ronto, is to locate here to carry on 
agricultural ex1ension work , it 
was reported in June 1910. He 
arrived June 21st to work in 
Glengarry arid the two eastern 
townships of Stormont. In No
vember it was reported Mr. 
Nunnick had been recalled to 
Toronto. D. McKenzie of Morris
burg was to replace him here . 

Ernest Leduc, clerk at Huot's, 
leased Mr. Bellefeullle's grocery 
at Main and McDougall Avenue 
in August 1910. He will conduct a 
general store. 

Jos. Sabourin has bought the F. 
T. Costello property and will erect 
a meat market. Mayor Costello 
moves across the street to his 
newly-acquired residence, it was 
reported in August 1910. 

J. W. Crewson, a teacher at 
Cornwall High School. was ap
pointed Inspector of Public Scho
ols for Glengarry in September 
1910. 

J. F. Sauve, carter, has pur
chased the George Kemp pro
perty on St. Paul Street and will 
transform the lower portion into a 
moving picture theatre , this in 
November 1910. 

In June 1911, Jules Delage 
became proprietor of the Grand 
Union Hotel. 0. Ranger was to 
move to Ottawa. 

Sam Macdonell was hired as 
Town Clerk in March 1911, at 
$395 per year. 

The Schell firm had the con
tracts for both the High and 
Public Schools and had erected 
many village and area homes, the 
High School at Williamstown, 
The Glengarry News block and 
Boyle's store, among Alexandria 
business places. J. J. McIntosh 
was in charge of building operat
ions and later went into contract
ing on his own. 

In 1891. Mr. Schell had run as a 
Liberal in the federal election but 
was defeated by R. R. Maclen
nan. He got his revenge in 1900 
when he defeated Maclennan 
and he won again in 1904 when he 
beat D. R. MacDonald. the 
contractor, by 464 votes. He 
retired from politics with the 
decision not to contest the 1908 
election. He became a village 
councillor that year. 

Schell got into railroad building 
in 1908 when he and his partner, 
Kennedy. built the Hawkesbury
Ottawa line, as well as other 
contracts in Quebec. He had a 
good part of the contract to build 
the Waterloo and Woodstock 
Railway in 1910 and at the same 
time the local plant was making 
and installing interior fixtures for 
the central post office in Mon
treal. 

Three men from the firm, W. 
G. Rowe, P. McNaughton and H. 
Deagle, installed the Montreal 
fixtures. Paul Decoste, Dan and 
Vincent McDonald, were among 
the employees who participated 
in such installations in many of 
Canada' largest cities. 

The new machine shop and 
foundry were producing sawmill 

Alexandria will require 25 new 
houses to accommodate growth 
in 1911. 

J. A. McMillan, Liberal, won 
by 217 votes over Duncan Mc
Martin. The Laurier Government 
was defeated and Borden was to 
form a government in September 
1911. 

D. E. McRae of Russell County, 
a graduate of OAC, will succeed 
N. D. McKenzie as ag . rep. in 
May 1912. 

Master George Layland as
sumed duties of express and 
freight clerk on Mr. Shepherds 
staff at the station in June 1912. 

When the cylinder head of the 
engine blew out at the Carriage 
Works in December 1912, Elzear 
Pigeon, foreman of the wood 
department, suffered a compound 
fracture of his right heel when 
struck by the piston rod. He was 
being treated in hospital in 
Montreal and had had his foot 
amputated above the ankle. 

J. A. McMlllan, MP, has the 
agency for the Ford Automobile 
Co. and had two nice cars on view 
in May 1913. - Miss Agnes 
McDonald of Alexandria took part 
in a music recital at the Auditor
ium in Montreal. 

Lieut-Colonel A. G. F. Mac• 
donald of the 59th Battalion was 
one of 16 Canadian militia officers 
selected in August 1913 to attend 
divisional manoeuvres in England 
in September. - New highland 
dress for the 59th Pipe Band had 
arrived from Scotland. 

F. L. Malone, in August 1913, 
decided to convert his present 
establishment on Main Street into 
a modern little theatre. 

Archie M. McDougald has 
moved from the Queen's Hotel to 
the Commercial, which he leased 
in October 1913. It will be 
conducted as a boarding house. 
- J. E. Brian of Malone, N.Y., 
organized a dancing class in 
Kennedy's Hall. Some 30 are 
signed on. 

CONGRATULATIONS I Congratulations ~ 
~ ALEXANDRIA ~ ALEXANDRIA 
~ On Your ~ 

~ 100th I 
~ BIRTHDAY I 
I I 
~ From the Management and Staff of ~ 

i RAILCAR i 
~ (A Division of G. S. P. Management Limited) ~ 

m South Lancaster 34 7-2485 m m ~ 
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Growth 
The Management and Staff of 

CARNATION INC. 
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machinery and many automatic 
steam engines, as well as railway 
dump cars, wheel axles, etc. In 
1912 Schell announced that "the 
present capacity of his plant is to 
be doubled and extensive addit
ions made to foundry and ma
chine shop." By January 1st, 
1914, there were 125 employees 
in his machine shop and foundry 
and with the outbreak of war later 
that year Schell was reported in 
July 1915 to have orders for 
thousands of shell boxes. 

He died July 29, J 916, leaving a 
widow and one son, J.C. Schell of 
Trenton. His body was taken to 
Woodstock for burial and later 
that year his home on Elgin Street 
East was sold to Hugh McMaster, 
a blacksmith. 

The foundry and machine shop 

Some employees had bought an 
interest in the woodworking part 
of the firm as early as 1909 when 
Schell started railway contract
ing. On his death, this small 
group headed by George Bradley 
and W . G. Rowe bought the 
woodworking business. In 1917 J . 
H. Cole opened the machine shop 
for general repair work. 

The firm got some business. It 
built the new Public School in 
1921. The town at the time owned 
the foundry and rented it for 
operation of a woollen mill in 
1924. That business soon folded. 

The furniture factory 
On the night of October 18, 

1932. a big fire wiped out Schell 's 
mill. Archie Lothian was owner 
at the time and lost much 
equipment stored there, as did 
Edgar Irvine Construction Co. 
and the town. They also had 
property stored there. 

Alexander Hall a busy centre 

Alexandria got a new chief of 
police in September 1913. From 
30 applicants, council selected M. 
C. Seger of the Montreal Police 
Force. 

Angus McDonald, insurance 
agent and coal dealer, sold his 
business in November 1913 to 
Michael, John J . and Peter 
Morris of Lochiel. - Leo Mar
coux has placed a neat bus of a 
smaller make on the Green Valley 
run for the winter months. 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. McIn
tosh, accompanied by Nurse 
Edith MacGillivray, left in No
vember 1913 for· Palm Beach, 
Florida, to spend the winter. 

Alexander Hall was built in 
1896 by the Temperance Society 
of St. Fin nan 's Parish and it was 
an important.centre of parish and 
community activities through 50 
years. Responsible for its build
ing was a young priest, Rev. D.R. 
Macdonald, a native of Alexand
ria who, in his retirement years a 
half-century later , would institute 
an English-speaking missionary 
society, Our Lady's Missionaries, 
in Alexandria. 

The parish hall was intended as 
a weapon in the fight for 
temperance and the objective was 
a social and recreational club for 
young men of the parish and the 
community. A bowling alley, pool 
and billiards tables were installed 
as well as library facilities. The 
fight for temperance met with 
only limited success and the 

various groups organized in that 
regard lacked staying power. 

The hall did become an impor• 
tant community centre through 
the years. Meetings, church 
bazaars, card parties, dances , 
bingos, theatricals and other 
fund-raising activities were held 
in the hall as well as public 
meetings, voting booths and 
various social events. For years 
the basement housed change 
rooms for the natural ice skating 
rink that was in operation on the 
lot that is now a parish parking 
area. 

The St. Lawrence Hall and the 
upstairs room of the fire hall 
provided other centres of activity 
in those early years. The Maclar
en Hall and Sacred Heart Hall in 
the basement of Sacred Heart 
Church were later in use and the 

BEST WISHES 
and our 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE 

Armoury building was available 
after 1914 for political rallies and 
the Armoury balls that were such 
a highlight of the social scene. 
The new sports complex also has 
public hall facilities. 

One looks back, too, to depres
sion days when the Glengarry 
Inn , in the former Leduc s tore at 
the station, provided a pleasure
able place to meet and dance. 

The onslaught of television in 
the post-war era put a curb on 
social gatherings and newer 
dance pavilions in the area 
further reduced demand on these 
facilities. 

Alexander Hall since 1973 has 
been out of public circulation, 
headquarters for Fraternity '73, 
an organization of over 55's 
formed with the aim of recreation 
for older people. 

Town of Alexandria 
on its 

ANNIVERSARY 
from the 

Residents, Reeves and Council of the 

TOWNSHIP of KENYON 
REEVE: Hugh McIntyre, DEPUTY-REEVE: Frederick Leroux 

COUNCILLORS: Gerald Trottier, Walter Blaney and Laurence O'Connor 
and all the Office and Roads staff 

·, 
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St. Finnan's was here 50 years before 
Alexandria reached village status 
The priest's mill was little 

more than 10 years old and was 
being used occasionally for the 
observance of mass when villag
ers and settlers in the adjoining 
concessions decided to build a 
church. The mission of St. Finnan 
was established in 1832 and plans 
for the church must have been 
going forward even earlier for the 
first burial in the present parish 
cemetery took place September 
29, 1829. It was that of one Angus 
Chisholm, a comparatively young 
brother of Colonel Alexander 
Chisholm. 

Since that pioneer time the 
parish of St. Finnan kept pace 
with the growth of village and 

town, perhaps jumped ahead in 
1890 with the creation of the See 
of Alexandria and the appoint
ment of the then parish priest, 
another Rev. Alexander Macdo
nell, to be the first Bishop of 
Alexandria. 

Not only did it provide a centre 
for spiritual renewal in the area; 
the parish and diocesan See have 
also, down through the years, 
been a joy to the eye. The stately 
stone cathedral and bishop's 
house, the shrine, convent, school 
and parish hall, with cemetery 
and well -tended lawns have al
ways been a source of pride, 
particularly for our townsmen. 
That architec_!ural gem further 

ANOTHER ALEXANDER A BISHOP-He bore the same 
name as the bishop who founded Priest's Mill and this Bishop 
Alexander Macdonell was also a personage of many talents. 
He became the first Bishop of Alexandria. 

BEST WISHES 
To The 

Town of Alexandria 
On Its 

100th BIRTHDAY 
Mike and Kenny Morris and staff at 

A.S.P. 
Auto Service Parts 

83 Main St., North Alexandria 525-3620 

ALEXANDRIA ... 

Congratulations 
on your 

Centennial 

We're Proud To Be 
A Part Of The Community 

The Stief elmeyer Family 

HARDWARE 
33 Main St., North Alexandria 525-1451 

down the street, the Monastery of 
the Precious Blood , though not a 
part of the parish, has further 
enhanced that attractive section 
of the town. The impressive 
cathedral ceremonies, often in
volving the church hierarchy, 
have also added color and spirit
ual enrichment to the life of the 
community. 

The history of the first 150 
years of St. Finnan 's was detailed 
in a booklet issued in its 
sesquicentennial year, 1983. We 
will here simply review the 
highlights of those years as they 
impinged on the Alexandria 
scene. 

The Reverend, afterwards the 
Honourable and Right Reverend, 
Alexander Macdonell, who was 
destined to become the first 
Catholic Bishop of Upper Canada, 
came to St. Raphael's in 1804. 
Fifteen years later he had bought 
town lots and was having built the 
Priest's Mill that would provide a 
needed service for the settlers in 
north Glengarry and would give 
Alexandria its first name, Priest 's 
Mill-Moulain An T'Saigart. 

The future bishop also sent us a 
priest whenever one could be 
spared to minister to Catholics in 
the Alexandria area and in 
Lochiel. Rev. John McDonald, a 
native of "The Glen" west of 
Williamstown, was to become the 
first pastor of St. Fin nan's parish 
in 1840, after he had directed the 
building of our first church in 
1832-33. 

Site of the church would be on 
the Concession Road, now St. 
Paul Street, and building mater
ials and labor were supplied by 
the pioneer settlers. A frame 
structure, 48xl00 feet , the church 
was semi-circular in the rear part 
to form a sanctuary. The front 
was massive with tower and spire 
pointing heavenward 100 feet. 

The first mass was sung by 
Rev. Mr. John on Christmas eve 
of 1833. He died here on May 9, 
1845 at the early age of 55. 

Alexander Macdonell would be 
consecrated First Bishop of the 
See of Alexandria. 

The contract was let to John R. 
Chisholm and Son on September 
22. 1883 and it is interesting to 
note that the cornerstone was 
blessed on July 13th, 1884, the 
same year in which Alexandria 
attained the status of an incor
porated village. The church was 
dedicated to the worship of God 
by Bishop Cleary of Kingston, 
March 15, 1885. Five years later 
Bishop Cleary became the Arch
bishop of Kingston and Very Rev . 
Alexander Macdonell, V.G., was 
appointed the first Bishop of 
Alexandria. He was consecrated 
October 28, 1890, in his new 
Cathedral. 

Bishop Macdonell died in 1905 
and there have been five success
ors as Bishop of Alexandria over 
the next 79 years: 

Most Rev. William A. Macdo
nell occupied the throne in St. 
Finnan's from 1906 to 1920; 

Most Rev. Felix Couturier, 
O.P., came from England to serve 
from 1921 to 1941; 

Most Rev. Rosario Brodeur, 
still a resident of the diocese at 
95, served from 1941 until his 
retirement in 1966. 

Most Rev. Adolphe Proulx 
came in 196 7 to be fifth bishop of 

..... • ~· 

the diocese. He was to hold that 
office for seven years before 
becoming Bishop of Hull, Quebec 
in 1974 . 

The present bishop was ap
pointed in 1974 and two years 
later Nativity Church in Cornwali 
had been raised to the dignity of a 
cathedral. Henceforth, the dio
cese would be known as Alex
andria-Cornwall and Bishop Eu
gene P. LaRocque now resides in 
Nativity Parish, to which the 
diocesan headquarters was mov
ed in 1971. St. Finnan's still 
knows Bishop LaRocque as parish 
priest and he presides frequently 
at mass and other ceremonies 
here. 

Rt. Rev. Monsignor Donald 
Bernard McDougald, Vicar-Gen
eral of the diocese. is the present 
Rector of St. Finn an 's. 

Since 1890 the reigning bishop 
has also been Pastor of St . 
Finnan's parish and as a result 
the priest in charge of this parish 
since, has been called Adminis
trator and now Rector. 

Those who have been in 
charge of this parish, and their 
years of service: 

1st Pastor - Rev. John McDon
ald, 1836-45; 
2nd Pastor - Rev. Denis Begley, 
1845-51; 
3rd Pastor - Rev. Alexander 

.. . . .. 
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THE STATELY CATHEDRAL-The new 
St. Finnan's was under construction in 1884 
when Alexandria became an incorporated 

Village. It would become a cathedral in 1890 
when the Diocese of Alexandria was establish
ed. 

Macdonell, 1851-53; 
4th Pastor - Rev. John Mc
Lachlan, 1853-56; 
5th Pastor - Rev. James 
Chisholm, 1856-66; 
6th Pastor - Rev. John S. 
O'Connor, 1866-79; 
7th Pastor - Rev. Alexander 
Macdonell , 1879-1905; First 
Bishop, 1890-1905; 
1st Administrator - Rev. A. L. 
McDonald, 1909-16; 
2nd Administrator • Rev. -
Charles F. Gauthier, 1916-22; 
1st Rector - Rev . John E. 
McRae, 1922-24; 
2nd Rector - Rev. J . J. 
Macdonell, 1924-28; 
3rd Rector - Rt. Rev. Ewen J. 
Macdonald, 1928-40; 
4th Rector - Most Rev. William 
J. Smith , 1940-44; 
5th Rector · Rt . Rev. R. J. 
MacDonald, 1944-50; 
6th Rector - Rev . John D. 
McPhail. 1950-65: 

9th Rector Msgr. D. B. 
McDougald, V.G., 1979-. 

The move of the bishop to 
Cornwall involved changes in 
diocesan real estate here. Com
munity Nursing Homes of Scar
borough, Ontario had been oper
ating Villa Fatima home in the 
former Diocesan Retreat House 
and purchased that property in 
1972. By August 1974, there were 
plans to build a 70-bed nursing 
home north of the Villa and the 
Community Nursing Home was 

accepting its first residents in 
February 1976. 

The former bishop's palace was 
sold to the same Toronto company 
later that year, the deal including 
the grotto property. The palace 
was transformed into 20 retire
ment units and opened for 
occupancy in August 1978. 

Purchase of the former home of 
R. H. Cowan, corner of St. Paul 
and Sandfield Streets, was an
nounced in 1976. It would become 
the new presbytery of the parish. 

Alexandria went dry 
Two hundred of the electors 

petitioned town council in Octo
ber 1910, asking that a bylaw to 
prohibit the sale of liquor in 
Alexandria be put to a vote. 
Lancaster Village, it was noted , is 
taking similar steps. 

In March the junior judge 
decided the Local Option vote had 
carried by a 3 to 5 vote. The bylaw 
was passed . 

The seventh pastor, Rev. Alex
ander Macdonell, came here from 
Lochiel parish in 1879 and he was 
instrumental in having erected 
the second St. Finnan' Church. 
It was a stately pile of stone that 
was destined to become a cathe
dral in 1890 when this Father 

THE FIRST ST. FIN A 'S-An artist's conception of the 
first St. Finnan's Church opened in 1833 and of the first Boys' 
School. 

7th Rector - Rt. Rev. Donald A. 
Kerr, 1965-71 
8th Rector - Rev. Leo A. 
MacDonell, 1971-79; 

A Local Option vote was 
defeated in 1911 when council 
voted 4 to 4 on the question . 

On April 25, 1911 The News 
reported that "after Saturday, 
Alexandria and other Glengarry 
municipalities will enter the dry 
zone as far as liquor selling is 
concerned." 
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HAPPY 
100th 

BIRTHDAY 
Alexandria 

From all your friends at ... 
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AGGREGATES • CONCRETE 

Green Valley, Ont. 525-1750 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Alexandria 
On Your 

Centennial 
from 

Alain, Gaetan, Estelle 

and Charles Giroux 

GIROUX 
SPORT 

55 Main St., South Alexandria 525-3688 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the 

Town of Alexandria 
on its Centennial 

We have been a part of the community, 
supplying reliable motor vehicles 

and dependable service for 37 years 

From the management and staff of 

Alexandria's 

Chevrolet-£O/dsmobile 
Dealer 

MOTOR SALES LTD. 

Highway 34, South Alexandria 525-1480 
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Local econo,my hit by wars and depression 
We almost had a gold mine on 
our doorstep in post-war period 

Germany's Kaiser William had 
been saber rattling for months 
and years and the threat of a 
major war in Europe had been 
growing. The assassination in 
Sarajevo triggered hostilities in 
mid-summer 1914 and the an
nouncement that Canada was 
going to war was received with 
little excitement here. Radio and 
television were still in the future 
and there were only the news
l?aper headlines to hint of what 
was ahead. 

"The Empire is at war from 11 
p.m., August 14th," The News 
announced. Canada is mobilizing 
an army division, the follow-up 
story reported. 

There had been some fore
warning of events to come. The 
drill hall had been erected on the 
armories hill in 1913 and Captain 
J. A. Gillies had been among 
officers who had taken the 
building over from the contractor 
just two months earlier, in June 
1914. 

Lieut.-Col. A. G. F. Macdon
ald, officer commanding the 59th 
Battalion. had been in Europe in 

1913 with other senior militia 
officers to attend the divisional 
manoeuvers in England and tour 
areas of France and Belgium that 
later were to endure four years of 
murderous trench warfare. 

There were Alexandrians and 
other Glengarrians in that First 
Division that sailed for England 
later in the fall. And the 59th 
Battalion , under Colonel Mac
donald, was providing the man
power to patrol the Cornwall 
canal. 

In January 1915 it was reported 
that ''recruiting is now in pro
gress and Captain J. A. Gillies, 
district recruiting officer, is mak
ing his headquarters here. Some 
20 are already signed up." 

Sixty recruits from the 3rd 
overseas contingent arrived from 
Cornwall in March, under Cap
tain Gillies, to undergo training at 
the Armories. The drill hall must 
have been a centre of much 
activity that year, for again in 
November it was reported "more 
than 60 recruits for overseas 
are now quartered in the Armor
ies." 

In December came the an
nouncement that the Militia De
partment has approved organiz
ing of a battalion for overseas 
service from Glengarry, Stormont 
and Dundas. Two senior officers, 
it is expected, will be chosen, one 
from Glengarry and one from 
Stormont. 

Recruits must have poured in 
without delay for within a few 
days the Christmas issue of The 
News carried the report that 
''There are now 150 men in the 
154th Battalion. Several have 
earned extra holiday leave by 
bringing in recruits." 

One week later came the 
announcement that "Lieut-Col. 
A. G. F. Macdonald, formerly 
O.C. the 59th Stormont and 
Glcngarry Regiment and O.C. the 
Canal Patrol , has been appointed 
to command the new 154th 
Battalion, Canadian Expedition
ary Force, which is being formed 
in the United Counties for over
seas service. Major W. H. 
Magwood of Cornwall is second
in-command and plans are under 
way for spirited recruiting in 
January." 

A break from the war news 
A break from war news was me 

announcement in April 1915 that 
rates quoted by the Hydro 
Electric Commission were found 
too high by council. The town was 
seeking a better source of electric 
power and an effort was to be 
made by council to connect with 
the Cedar Rapids Power Com
pany at Lancaster or Cornwall. 

The first social function to be 
held in the new Armories was a 
grand ball in late September 
1914, in aid of the Patriotic Fund. 
Valentine's 15-piece orchestra of 
Montreal was to provide the 
music and this possibly set the 
pattern for future years when 
dances in the Armories invariably 
featured big bands, the Carolina 
Cotton Pickers, to name one such. 
Mayor J. T. Hope was chairman 
and Michael J . Morris, secretary 
of the Patriotic Fund and it was 
reported a canvass for funds 
would be starting soon. 

The newly organized Glengarry 
Red Cross had been formed at a 
meeting in Lancaster in Sep
tember 1914, with A. G. McBain 
of Lancaster as president. Among 
Oistrict Vice-Presidents was Mrs. 
A. G. F. Macdonald of Alexan
dria, and it was reported "12 
units have been formed in 
Alexandria." 

The News had a particularly 

distressing accident to report in 
December 1914. "While skating 
on the mill pond one evening, 
Michael Dillon broke through the 
ice and was drowned. The young 
man had come here from North 
Lancaster, 16 months earlier. and 
was on the staff of this news
paper." 

A third machine gun had been 
donated by the citizens of Alex
andria and this was acknowledg
ed in October 1915 by a letter 
from Major General Sir Sam 
Hughes to Donald A. Macdonald, 
then secretary of the Citizens 
Patriotic League. 

The big field day held in 
August 1915 on the Driving Park 
to stimulate recruiting had been 
marred by a serious accident. 
According to the report of the 
mishap, after deomonstration of 
machine gun firing , someone put 
an unexploded shell into one of 
the guns . It went off and young 
Philip Legroulx of Glen Roy 
suffered injuries to his thigh and 
a finger. Charlie McLeister of 
Alexandria was also injured in an 
arm and side. Legroulx was 
rushed to hospital in Montreal. 

ln May 1915, it was reported 
that Albert Laurin , who was 
employed by The News, had 
started publication of a new 
paper, The Times. 

Were the first railway crossing 

gates thought of here? A News 
report in May announced that 
"Louis Trebert of Alexandria has 
patented an apparatus consisting 
of four gates installed at a level 
crossing which are automatically 
raised and lowered on the ap
proach of a train. Two are across 
the tracks and the other two 
parallel to them. Due warning of 
the closing of the road gates and 
opening of the track gates is given 
by a gong.'' 

In December 1915. it was 
reported that "the following 
ladies arc opening a tea room in 
aid of the Red Cross in the Red 
Cross rooms: Mrs. W. L. Chalm
ers, Mrs. R. H. Cowan, Mrs. T. J . 
Gormley, Mrs. Donald McKay, 
Mrs. D. R. MacDonald and Mrs. 
J. A. McMillan." 

Members of the Fire Depart
ment honored two members of 
the brigade who have enlisted: 
sub-chief William Kemp and 
fireman George Lalonde. Gold 
wrist watches were presented to 
them. 

In mid-summer of 1916, Mr. 
Corrigan of Montreal arrived to 
clear the station site and erect a 
new, long-awaited depot. 

J . T. Schell died at 65 and P.A. 
Huot passed away in October. He 
would be succeeded in his store 
adjoining The News office by his 
son, J. A. C. Huot . 

Brand new station ·opened 
George W. Shepherd and his 

staff occupied the new Grand 
Truck station March 9, 1917. The 
new station was described as a 
nice change from the cramped 
accommodation of a passenger 
coach that had served as the 
depot during building operations. 

Shareholders of the Driving 
Park Association met January 20, 
1917, to wind up their association . 
It was decided that the fair
grounds and driving park should 
be handed over to the mortgagee 
and that the charter should be 
surrendered. At the annual meet
ing of the Glengarry Agricultural 
Society, later, it was decided to 
try to buy the Driving Park 
grounds. 

The Military Road between 
Lancaster and McCrimmon was 
being studied by an engineer, W . 
Bishop and his staff for two weeks 
in October with a view to 
inaugurating the Good Roads 
system in Glengarry. They were 
to report to Counties Council. 

Evidence that the horseless 
carriage was gaining in popularity 
was a July 1918 report that "on 
Saturday more than 20 autos 
owned in this vicinity brought 
people to town. The farmers are 
taking to the evolution of vehicle 
progress." 

The Carriage Factories shipped 
two carloads of automobile bodies 
this week, according to an August 
report, and it has extensive 
orders from the Military for 
bodies for ambulances. 

In financial difficulties in recent 
years, the Pipe Factory reported 
an order for 1 ¼ miles of pipe and 
planned to resume operations at 
once. 

The population of Alexandria 
was at 2,239, according to a 
November 1918 report and the 
total assessment was $491,027. 

War reports had dominated the 
columns of The News for four 
years, detailing enlistments, de
partures for overseas, casualties, 
decorations and the arrival home 
of the wounded, as well as letters 

from those serving overseas. 
Word that the Armistice had been 
signed at 11 a.m., November 
11th , reached Alexandria in the 
early morning hours. Pealing of 
the church bells and blaring 
factory whistles signalled the 
signing of the peace treaty and 
the streets were thronged with 
celebrants throughout the day 
and evening. Tin pan parades and 
a big bonfire on the Mill Square 
were features of the celebration. 

In early 1919, town council 
appointed a committee of three to 
look into the possibility of bring
ing in Hydro Electric power. J . A. 
Laurin, D. J. McDonald and Dr. 
H. L. Cheney were to ascertain 
from industries what power would 
be needed, the amount required 
by the town for lighting purposes 
and other data. Dr. Cheney had 
been an instigator of the move to 
brin~ in Hydro power. 

A Hydro engineer conferred 
with council in November and it 
was expected Hydro might be 
installed in less than a year. The 
vote on Hydro power in the 

January 1920 elections won al
most a unanimous victory in 
Alexandria, 159 to 2. In Lancaster 
th_e vote was 85 to 15; in Apple 
Hill. 39 to 6 and in Maxville, 144 
to 1. 

At its January meeting, town 
council authorized signing of the 
contract with the Hydro Electric 
Power Commission and in May 
Mayor Simon and a delegation to 
Toronto were assured work would 
proceed immediately and power 
would be distributed in town by 
October. 

Hydro poles had been erected 
in town by early August and a 
sub-station was being erected for 
Hydro transformers in October at 
the corner of Elgin and Margaret 
Streets. 

Hydro power was turned on 
here at 3:45 p.m., January 18, 
1921 and "Alexandria's white 
way is being much admired," The 
News reported. Jos Laferriere, 
proprietor of the Grand Union 
marked Hydro's coming with ~ 
banquet for local officials and 
Hydro Commission representa
tives. 

Driving Park bought 
The Glengarry Agricultural So

ciety in February 1919 had 
approved action of its directors to 
proceed with expropriation of the 
land known as the Alexandria 
Driving Park. From then on it 
would be referred to as the 
fairgrounds. A branch of the 
Hochelaga Bank was opened in 
April 1919 in the former Com
mercial Hotel building. Ranald R. 
Macdonald, a native of St. 
Telesphore, was the manager . 

Main Street got its first pave
ment in 1920 when a contract for 
bituminous macadam pavement 
on Main, Kenyon, Lochiel and St. 
Paul Streets was awarded to the 
McDonald brothers, K.A., N. A. 
and A. D. of Dalhousie Station. 
Messrs McDonald started work 
south of Sacred Heart Church in 

, 

April. Pine stumps, logs, etc., 
which had formed the roadbed for 
a century, had to be removed. 
The same firm got the contract to 
pave the Mill Square in October. 

John J. McDonald and John A. 
McDonald , 3rd Kenyon, began 
erection in May of their moving 
picture emporium over the Garry 
River on the east side of Main 
Street. They opened their new 
Star Theatre in September. 

Town council passed new regu
lations designed to improve the 
flow of traffic on Main Street in 
July 1920. Parking would be 
restricted to 15 minutes on Main 
between Gernish and Elgin Stre
ets. The town fathers were also 
trying out a new fire alarm in May 
1921, a siren. The News com
mented: ''The noise is weird 

The old pond gets a face lift Business blocks have 
been hit by fire more 

than once 
The fire in Alexandria's history 

that caused the most widespread 
loss was undoubtedly the holo
caust on June 24, 1921 that cut a 
swath through the southern sect
ion of town, destroying some 20 
homes and another 20 outbuild
ings. That blaze reportedly orig
inated in the barn of Alfred St. 
John on Dominion Street South. A 
brisk wind was blowing out of the 
northwest and it spread the 
flames through homes on Domin
ion, Lochiel, Bishop and Victoria 
streets. 

A benefit social was held a 
week later on the lawn at Garry 
Fen in aid of the fire sufferers. 

The mill pond before its draining 

Thirty men lost their jobs in 
January 1896 when fire destroyed 
the plant of the Alexandria 
Manufacturing Co. at the station. 
Some furniture produced in the 
plant was removed to safety but 
the loss of jobs triggered the 
demand for a volunteer fire 
brigade. 

One week later a meeting of 
council formed a brigade under 
Fire Chief D. D. McDougall. 
Alex Lalonde was captain of No. 1 
Company and A. D. McDonell 
was captain of No. 2 Company, 
north side of the bridge. The new 
brigade asked council for a long 
list of supplies and when this was 
not forthcoming in April, Chief 
McDougall resigned because of 
council's tardiness . 

Two serious fires followed, in 
July when J . 0 . and H. Mooney's 
Alexandria Roller Mills were 
destroyed and in late August 
when the St. Lawrence block and 
Miss McDonell 's millinery were 
gutted. Messrs . MacPhee and 
McLeister were able to remove 
most of their stock to safety. As a 
result of the July fire, Alexandria 
would be without a grist mill for 
six years. 

The new look with a brand new fountain 
having a try out (at right). 

Council met in September to 
re-organize the fire brigade. J. 0. 
Mooney was named chief; Donald 
J. Macdonell was captain on the 
north side of the Garry , with 
Louis Kemp, sub-captain. Alex 
Lalonde was again captain on the 
south side with Charles Brown 
sub-captain. S. Robson and Dan 
R. McDonald were in charge of 
Schell' s hose . 

enough and should be appealing 
at night." Perhaps "appalling" 
was intended. 

The newly-organized Citizens' 
Band paraded the streets on an 
April Saturday and reported the 
response generous. Thomas El
dridge is the capable band leader. 

Alexandria was the only "wet" 
in the April referendum when 
Glengarry went "dry" by 593 
votes. Ontario was also "dry". 

The Schell foundry, property of 
the town, was transferred to 
William Lockridge of Clarence 
Creek, who will operate a woollen 
mill. 

Cyrille Lacombe's broom han
dle factory at the station was in 
full production in February 1922 · 
when it was reported shipping a 
carload of broom handles a day. 

In October of that year Robert 
J. and Wilmer Graham of L'Ori
gnal had men engaged on 
building the foundations of a new 
cn::amery on Main Street, North, 
near the standpipe. 

The drive for funds to erect a 
Glengarry War Memorial, here, 
had been proceeding over a 
period of three years and the 
contract had been awarded to the 
McIntosh Granite Co. A car of 
Stanstead granite arrived in -
March, 1923, to be used in 
erection of the cenotaph. 

In September of that year a 
five-member Public Utilites Com
mission was organized by town 
council. To it would be entrusted 
management of the town water 
supply. 

Fred Leslie of Ottawa arranged 
in November 1923 for purchase of 
the east mill of the former Schell 
plant, adjoining the Alexandria 
Woollen Mills. Mr. Leslie had 
been manufacturing plate in 
Ottawa and would move plant and 
machinery here. 

As early as 1920, the commit
tee planning for a Glengarry 
Soldiers Memorial had raised the 
sum of $3,379.88 and it was 
reported in October of that year 
that half of the objective of 
$10,000 had been reached. Un
veiling of the war memorial took 
place October 1, 1923 when the 
Governor-General, Baron Byng of 
Vimy and Lady Byng came here to 
officiate. More than 6,000 were 
present to honor Glengarry's war 
dead. The roll had the names of 
188 Glengarrians who gave their 
lives in the war. 

A tragic accident in March 1921 
took the life of Moses Proulx, 
proprietor of the sawmill at the 
station . He was killed by a board 
flying from his saw. 

Acting Postmaster Peter A. 
Ferguson took possession of the 
new post office building Novem
ber 10, 1924. The modern build-

ing would also house the custom's 
office. The staff move was from 
Maclaren Hall, which had served 
as the post office since the 1921 
destruction of the former post 
office. 

In March 1925, came the 
announcement that the Sisters of 
the Precious Blood would come 
here to found a Monastery . The 
s ite would be opposite the 
Fairgrounds, just east of the town 
limits. Formal opening of the 
Chisholm Memorial Monastery 
was held November 11th and 
cloister came into force that day. 

Isaac Hope was expanding his 
Ford car outlet on Elgin Street 
West in May 1926 when a modern 
garage was being erected. 

The Department of Health had 
been pressing the Public Utilities 
Commission for a change in the 
town's water supply and several 
schemes were studied in 1927. 
Engineers estimated Loch Garry 
could provide pure water at a cost 
of $60,000. A deep well supply 
could cost $30,000. An engineer's 
report was to be obtained on both 
schemes. 

Sam Macdonell, the municipal 
clerk, and his staff were to occupy 
the Mill Square premises of A. D. 
MacGillivray for the winter 
months, it was decided in October 
1927. 

The Ground Hog Mine, located 

on the property ot Michael 
Boudreau, 2nd Kenyon, was an 
exciting development in early 
1927. A mining engineer, Mr. 
Curry, was brought in from 
Montreal to begin operations. A 
month later, letters patent had 
been granted the Alexandria 
Chemical and Mining Co. and a 
minor mining boom was in 
prospect. 

During a trip through Quebec 
and the Eastern U.S., Cyrille 
Lacombe had purchased two 
million feet of lumber to be 
delivered here in the winter of 
1927-28 for his broom handle 
factory. 

In March 1927, the Board of 
Trade had petitioned the Provinc
ial Government to take over the 
Third Kenyon road as a provincial 
highway. In December there was 
discussion on the possibility of a 
campaign to eradicate tuberculo
sis from cattle in the county and 
have Glengarry declared a Re
stricted Area. Such a campaign 
would require a two-thirds favor
able vote by cattle owners. 

Alexandria voted 688 to 97 in 
favor of a liquor store in a 
referendum held in conjunction 
with the 1928 municipal elections. 
Councillors elected were: Dr. 
Eugene Charbonneau, Archie 
Danis, Dr. D. J. Dolan, D. E. 
Markson, D. Proulx and 0. 
Sauve. 

The east win of the new high 
school was damaged by fire in 
January, 1897 and pupils were at 
the public and the old high school 
while repairs were made. 

Pay of firemen , 12 including 
captain, was set at $5 per year by 
council in September '98. The 
new fire bell was raised to the 
tower of the fire hall that month 
and the brigade was again 
re-organized . Louis Kemp was 
chief; S. Robson, sub-chief, and 
the members were: A. Lalonde, 
A. P. McDonald, C. Brown, D. 
Gray, A. Chamberlain, 0 . Tail
lefer. F. Chevrier, J. F. Sauve 
and Eugene McDonald . 

D. D. McMillan's carriage 
shop, the Presbyterian manse and 
stables of four area residents 
were razed in a 1903 fire that 
damaged the homes of E. H. 
Tiffany and the Misses Grant. 

The brigade was again re
organized in 1904 when M . 
Daprato was chief; Jos. Dore, 
sub-chief, Duncan Gray, hydrant 
man ; M . Sabourin , G. St. Denis, 
L. Ritchie, S. Bougie, A. Dore and 
Girard , members . The chief was 
to receive $15 that year; the 
others $10 if they attended 12 

A COVEY OF FORDS- The year was 1922, 
according to Sarto Leger, when this gathering 
of Fords took place at Arthur Marleau's 
garage. 1,t was situated immediately south of 
Markson's stone store (at right) and when the 
garage was hit by fire the loss was felt right 
down Main to E.J. Dever's store. Cars were 

painted upstairs and then driven down to 
ground level. From right, forefront, the first 
four men are Antoine Chenier, Sarto Leger, 
Dan Cuthbert and Arthur Marleau. Mr. 
Marleau later rebuilt at street side the cement 
block building that later became the Garry 
Theatre. 

practises. 
D. McRae's store on the bridge 

was destroyed in an August 1904 
blaze that damaged the upper 
floor of the Grand Union. Council
lor A. J. McDonald owned the 
buildings. Barber Bonin lost 
everything. 

Sam Macdonell was appointed 
Clerk and the following firemen 
were approved in March 1911: 
Louis Kemp, chief; William 
Blackwell, D. R. McDonald, 
Xavier Labelle, H. Lalonde, E. 
Chevrier, A. Dore, Alex Lalonde, 
George Lalonde, A. Laferriere, A. 
Martin and Xavier Mallette. 

The Crystal Block owned by 
Dave Courville and H. R. Cud
don's jewellery store and dwel
ling, immediately south of the 
present Stedmans' store, were 
destroyed by fire May 29th. 1911. 
The blaze started in Frank Kerr's 
telegraph office. They planned to 
rebuild. In early August fire razed 
the factory of the Eastern Pipe & 
Construction Co. at the station. 

Auguste Lalonde's grocery store 
at the corner of Main and Derby 
streets was destroyed brfire in 
late January 1914. No relation, 
J. A. Lalonde was operating 
Leduc's store at the station at that 
time. He purchased the lot and 
adjoining house from Auguste 
Lalonde and built a new store 
which he opened for business 

The Queen's Hotel , located 
where the municipal parking lot is 
now. was destroyed by fire in 
October 1916. Hugh R. Mac
donald was the proprietor. 

The year of the big Johnstown 
fire referred to at the start of this 
story, 1921, also saw the post 
office again destroyed by fire. 
The post office and the hardware 
store of R. H. Cowan. just north 
of it, were gutted by fire in late 
February while the adjoining 
store of John Boyle was seriously 
damaged. The postal staff shared 
the Bank of Hochelaga tempor
arily before moving to Maclaren 
Hall. In March, $32,000 was 
placed in the estimates for 
rebuilding the post office, but 
there would be a three-year 
delay. 

A disastrous fire in December 
1922 destroyed the Star Theatre 
on the bridge, Jos . Lalonde's 
barbershop and the Grand Union 
Hotel. There was lesser damage 
to Ostrom 's drugstore and the J. 
A. McDonald block on either side. 
Dispossessed were Dr. J . T. Hope 
and J . H. Prieur with offices over 
the theatre and Dr. Monfette, 
above Ostrom's. 

The Dever block was gutted in 
early September 1931 when the 
interior of the Dever store, the St. 
Jean Baptiste Hall, the Fashion 
Shop and John Larocque's rest
aurant were badly damaged. One 
week later the Herve Parent block 
opposite the post office was 
destroyed, including the Parent 
home and poolroom and the 
Chinese laundry. 

Five months later, in February 
1932, the Dever store was hit 
again in a $100,000 fire that broke 
out in Marleau's garage. Other 
damage was to D. E. Markson's 
stone store, home and ware
house, Aldege Lalonde 's ware
house, Dr. M. Markson's office, 
the hardware store of Antoine 
Chenier, the Dever store, John 
Larocque's ice cream parlor, D. 
A. Chaikon's Ladies Wear and 
two apartments. 

Cyrille Lacombe 's Broom 
Handle plant at the station was 
totally destroyed in August 1942. 

The old gristmill building. 
rebuilt in 1902 and in use by 
Graham Creamery, was gutted in 
December 1943. The grain ele
vator in rear and the new 
Creamery building, built a year 
ea rlier in the unsightly hole on 
Main street, escaped the flames. 

Two years later this section of 
the Creamery was hit by a fire 
that gutted the Hub Restaurant. 
Fireman Jos. Marcoux suffered 
back injuries when he fell through 
the ceiling while fighting that 
fire. 

In early 1944 Albert Lauzon 
was re-appointed chief of the fire 
brigade with Ulric Lecompte 
sub-chief. Two new members 
were to bring the strength to 12 
and the men were to receive $30 a 
year. 

R. J. Graham suffered his third 
heavy fire loss within a period of 
30 months on May 29, 1946, when 
the grain elevator in rear of the 
mill was badly damaged. The loss 
included 10,000 bushels of grain 
that had been unloaded that day. 
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Unemployment was widespread here 
through 12 years of depression 

Alexandria was hard hit by the 
depression which struck in late 
1929 and which brought misery, 
hunger and joblessness to all 
corners of the world. It would take 
another world war to trigger 
recovery of national economies 
and that war would in turn spark 
decades of inflation and reces
sion. 

For Alexandria the dirty '30's 
would be especially tragic for they 
were the culmination of a period 
in which our town had lost its two 
chief industries and hundreds 
were already without work. 

J. T. Schell had died in 1916 
and though his woodworking and 
foundry business would be con
tinued by new management they 
would lack his dynamic leader
ship. John D. McIntosh died in 
1914 and though Hugh Munro 
would keep the Carriage Factor
ies rolling for another decade, the 
best years at Munro & McIntosh 
were in the past and the horseless 
carriage was fast making obsolete 
the buggy from • Glengarry that 
had set the local economy rolling. 

The full effects of the depres
sion took time to sink in. At a 
meeting to discuss the town's 
water supply in October 1930, 
Angus McGillis, MPP, announc
ed that as of Tuesday the province 
had taken over the Lancaster
Hawkesbury road which would 
become an improved highway. 
Speakers at the meeting favored 
deep wells as a source of town 
water. A few days earlier tap 
water in Alexandria had been 
declared unsafe for drinking 
without first being boiled. Tor
onto officials had long declared 
the system inadequate and had 
expressed preference for a deep 
well system. 

In November 1930 it was 
optimistically reported that work 
for the local unemployed was 
assured by the receipt of $10,000 
from the Ontario Government. 

Heads of area municipalities 
met here in August 1931 to devise 
means of coping with unemploy
ment. Registration of the worless 
was under way and in early 
September the unhealthy situa
tion was brought into focus . 
Alexandria's unemployed includ-

ed 236 men with 356 dependants. 
In February 1932 the local 

branch of the Banque Canadienne 
Nationale announced it would 
close out its business on the 29th. 

A meeting of town council, 
Public Utilities Commission and 
businessmen decided to inaugur
ate an economy campaign here. 
Town officials and employees 
agreed to a 10 per cent reduction 
in pay and merchants agreed to 
give a 10 per cent reduction on 
municipal orders. 

The new dam at the power 
House. designed to store more 
water, was completed in July 
1932. Built by Archie Lothian, the 
main dam measured 98 feet, 
while the spillway extended 67 
feet. It should go far to solve the 
town's water supply problem, it 
was predicted. 

A mid-October fire destroyed 
the Wood Specialties plant, form
erly the Schell foundry, with 
heavy loss to the owner, Archie 
Lothian, as well as to Edgar Irvine 
and the town who lost equipment 
stored therein. 

The grandstand at the fair
grounds was pulled down in July 
1933. The lumber would be used 
to build stands at Chisholm Park. 

A large hole in the flume of the 
mill dam in April caused the 
unusual flooding of lawns and 
cellars as Garry bridges were 
carried away or damaged and 
streets closed to traffic. It was 
Alexandria's biggest flood in 
years and had been triggered by a 
large break in Kenyon dam that 
had poured a wall of water on 
Alexandria. 

As a means of providing a 
supply of fuel for those on relief, 
the town had been buying a bush 
or two in the area each year. 
Employable men were expected 
to work in those bushes thus 
earning the assistance rendered 
themselves and their families. 

A meeting of Mayor Laurin, the 
members of the Relief Committee 
and the men working in the bush 
was held in January 1937 to 
discuss complaints and try to 
reach an agreement. The men 
were demanding 50 cents per 
cord of wood, plus the present 
relief, but officials found it 

impossible to meet these de
mands. It was finally agreed that 
those working in the bush would 
get an extra food allowance of one 
dollar per week. 

One year later, at the January 
inaugural of council, it was 
reported 150 families were now 
on relief. Council voted 5-2 that 
no remuneration be given mayor 
or councillors. Four new faces on 
council were Reeve Myles Camp
bell, Councillors Sabourin, Mark
son and Rouleau. The new Relief 
Committee would be made up of 
Reeve Campbell, Councillors 
Alex Lauzon and Donald A. 
Macdonald, with George Taillefer 
and Albert Dale. 

In February, the town council 
voted to purchase both the Kate 
S. McDonald bush in the 2nd 
Kenyon and that of John D. 
Grant, 18-8th Kenyon. These 
purchases had to be rescinded 
two weeks later because the bank 
had been unwilling to loan the 
required money. The bank was 
demanding that chartered ac
countants be employed in audit
ing the town books. The years of 
coping with the depression had 
been hard on the town's financial 
position. 

An organized demonstration by 
relief recipients before council in 
April, ended in abolishment of 
the relief board. Relief Officer 
Charles Delahaye would carry on 
the relief administration. 

Mayor Laurin was called to 
Toronto and was told by govern
ment officials a five-year budget 
would be prepared for the town. 
"If council does not accept it," he 
was told, "an administrator will 
be named to conduct the affairs of 
the town.'' 

The five-year budget was im
posed by the Department of 
Municipal Affairs in June. P. A. 
Charlebois was to be Clerk
Treasurer, tax collector and sec
retary of the PUC at $25 per 
week, of which half would be paid 
by the PUC. Henri G. Dubois of 
L'Orignal, would be Relief Ad
ministrator at $21 per week and 
relief for food was to be paid in 
cash. 

In July, council approved a new 
six-year budget to take care of a 

$35,000 indebtedness to Counties 
Council and a $20,000 accumulat
ed deficit. The plan was for a 
surplus in 1943. 

Meeting the depression's many 
demands on the public purse had 
been the chief occupation of 
successive town councils, but the 
ordinary activities of the com
munity had continued. 

Beer had gone on sale at a local 
hotel in August 1934 for the first 
time in 17 years. The Ottawa 
House had received authority to 
sell beer by the glass in beverage 
rooms. 

A double drowning shocked 
Alexandria May 9th, 1935, when 
Rolland Poirier, 9, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Prcicule Poirier, and Ray
mond Cuerrier, 9, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Cuerrier, lost their lives in 
the mill pond while playing on a 
raft. 

Signs of recovery, the news 
item optimistically headed the 
report May 31st-D. E. Markson 
is boarding over the ruins of the 
old mill and will install a service 
station. The site of the Dever 
block is also being filled in by J . 
A. Roussin who is erecting a large 
warehouse thereon. 

In February 1936, P. A. Le
febvre brought in an engineer 
from Chicago, one Robert Mort
on, for consultations on his 
manufacturing of Magic Gas and 
other products. 

All machinery of the Pipe 
Factory at the station was trans
ferred to Acton, Ont., in April. 
The factory had not been in use 
since the death of de Lotbiniere 
Macdonald last fall. 

Dr. M. Markson installed an 
X-ray unit in his office that 
month. 

Alexandria's relief bill is $50,-
910, it was reported November 6, 
1936. 

Paving of Main street was 
completed in late August 1937. 
The paver moved to McCrimmon 
to start on the double stretch to 
Alexandria. A two-foot curbing 
was now being completed on 
Main and new sidewalks were 
planned. Alexandria celebrated 
its new paved Main street in late 
September by offering dollar day 
values in the stores and a street 

dance that attracted 3,000. 
Earlier in 1937, Alexandria 

Glove Works was started by 
George Barbara above the Bar
bara store. It would produce 
gloves and mitts. In August, the 
Ottawa Valley Cannery started 
production. The Cannery was 
owned by Rene Legault and J. A. 
Roussin and would employ 60 
persons for two months . Rene 
sold his grocery business to I. 
Lariviere of Foleyet, Ont. 

The grist mill had been closed 
for two months and would reopen 
March 1, 1938 as a department of 
the Graham Creamery. Oscar 
Layland and W. J . Legault would 
be in charge and a new hammer 
mill was to be installed. The mill 
was owned by the estate of John 
McMartin, Montreal. 

The 16-mile stretch of 3rd 
Kenyon road was taken over by 
the Ontario Government in April 
1938. The 42-mile stretch to 
Winchester is made a Provincial 
Highway and work is to start next 
year. 

A wrecking crew from Toronto, 
Frankel Bros. completed demoli
tion of the Carriage Works 
buildings in September and start
ed razing the Bond Hanger 
building at the station. Built 40 
years earlier by C. H. Taggart to 
house the Wood Export Co., it 
was taken over later by the Bond 
Hanger & Coupling Co., an 
American firm. It produced pul
leys, couplings and other such 
products but had been idle for 
years. 

The town was put on water 
rationing in early November 
because of lack of rain in the area. 

The local Custom's Office as a 
port of entry was closed March 2, 
1939. Fergus McRae, sub-collect
or of Customs & Excise was being 
moved to Ottawa. 

Marcoux and Gagnier's taxi 
and transport business was sold 
in September 1939 to Louis and 
George Shepherd. 

Armed guards were on duty at 
the Alexandria armouries and 
along the Cornwall Canal Sep
tember 1st, 1939 as the crisis 
deepened in Europe. War was 
declared that Sunday. 

Varied fare of sports played here ouer a SO-year period 
Cricket, baseball, football and 

hockey seem to have been the 
popular sports as the News began 
covering the local scene, with 
tennis gaining fans. 

On the Queen's birthday in 
May 1893, the Bonaventure 
Cricket Club of Montreal played 
here and lost. J. Lomax played 
well for the home team and Smith 
was bowling. 

The Maple Leafs of Ottawa 
were here for a lacrosse game in 
June 1893 against the Stars on the 
Driving Park. The Stars won 5-1 
on goals by Paul Charlebois 2, W. 
Laurin , Dan Kennedy and Andy 
McDonald. Next Saturday the 
Stars journeyed to Huntingdon 
and lost 4-0. 

In November 1900 there was a 
move to provide a covered rink 
this winter. Again in 1906 there 
were meetings for a rink. Paul 
Daprato, D. A. McDonald and D. 
MacPhee Jr. were named to find 
a site. Mayor McRae presided. F. 
T. Costello, J. A. McMillan MP 
and T. J . Gormley were a 

committee to feel out the financial 
response. That was as far as it 
got. 

A tennis club was formed in 
July 1899. President was James 
Martin and Vice-Pres. A. G. F. 
Macdonald. 

In 1902, tennis enthusiasts 
marked a court on D. J. MacPher
son' s lawn. 

In 1903 the curling rink had 
gone into retirement. It had been 
started in 1898-1899 and Cornwall 
offered the opposition when the 
first game ever on local ice with 
an out-of-town club was played in 
February 1899. Local players 
were: James Martin, James T. 
Smith, Alex L. Smith, Geo. H. 
Martin, Dr. Ken McLennan, J. A. 
Cameron, J. R. McRae and J. R. 
Moffatt. Other games were play
ed at Cornwall and Kemptville. 

An up-to-date croquet ground 
had been fitted out on Jos. 
Sabourin's lawn. 

J. B. Sauve's trotting horse 
"Honest Joe" won three straight 
firsts at Valleyfield races in 

War canoes raced 
on the pond 

A race between the races was an etertaining feature of June 
1903 when the mill pond provided the race course. 

It all started June 11th when the Alexandria Canoe Club was 
organized with T. W. Munro as Commodore and Robert Martin, 
Captain . The 16 members planned to buy Nelson Gilbert's war 
canoe "Onalinda". 

Our French-Canadian citizens then formed Le Club de 
Canotiers Canadiens Francais d 'Alexandria with T. Goulet as 
president . They built a war canoe, "Laval", at Mr. Goulet's 
carriage shop and launched it on the pond. 

Races were in prospect but The News reported only the first 
one, at the St. Jean Baptiste celebration. The Laval crew won by 
half a length. 

Unhappily names of the "Onalinda" crew are not available, 
but the "Laval" crew was made up of: Paddlers- L. G. D. 
Legault, J. Vachon , F. Vachon, S. Lebeau, A. Lalonde, A. 
Sabourin, 0. Seguin, A. Seguin, J. Montpetit, P. Sabourin , J. 
Goulet, E. Leger, 0 . Vernier, E. Pigeon; bow look-out - T. 
Goulet; man at stern sweep - A. Rousseau . 

The rivalry must have continued for in July of that year it was 
reported "a new wharf is being built at the foot of Gernish Street 
by the crews of the Onalinda and the Laval." 

Another Alexandria Canoe Club seems to have been organized 
in 1910 when The News reported in its April 19th issue: "The 
new Alexandria Canoe Club is in its quarters above the mill dam. 
Canoes have been received and membership is growing. Nelson 
Gilbert has placed a gasoline launch on the pond and he takes 
people for a spin each evening." 

The quarters above the dam referred to above were no doubt 
the two boat houses which one recalls as belonging to Mr. 
Gilbert and Will J. Simpson. 

February 1905. The horse drop
ped dead in June after finishing a 
fast half mile heat in exercise. 
The 12-year-old horse was buried 
beneath the track at the Driving 
Park. 

Alcide Laurin met death in a 
hockey match at Maxville in 
February 1905. 

Duncan McKinnon won the 
Canada Cycle Cup in bicycle races 
by winning the one, two and 
three-mile events in August 1900. 
Gordon McDonald won for boys 
under 16, George Simon was 
second and Frank Gourlay, third. 

The Alexandria Lacrosse Club 
in April 1909 was to be a member 
of the Intermediate National 
Lacrosse Union. It would play 
against Montreal Juniors, Sham
rock 11 's, Nationals of Ottawa 
and Montcalms of Quebec. 

In Augu·st 1910 a series of 
tennis sets was played between 
Vankleek Hill and Alexandria on 
A. G. F. Macdonald's tennis 
court. 

The Alexandria hockey team 
won the championship of the 
Eastern section of the Lower 
Ottawa Valley Hockey Assoc. 
They were to meet Hull in play-off 
in March 1914. 

Baseball was superseding la
crosse in Alexandria in June 
1912. There was a famine of 
gloves and mitts, even in boys 
sizes . A red hot game of baseball 
opened the season in June with 
nearly half the town present. 
Captain O'Connor's nine trimmed 
Captain Courville's team 4-2. Two 
more teams were to be organized. 

Members of the tennis club 
were using new courts at Main 
and Elgin in May 1912. So 
popular had tennis grown with 
AHS pupils, a second court was 
being laid out. 

The Alexandria lacrosse team 
won the championship of the 
Lower Ottawa Valley defeating 
the Shamrocks of Ottawa here by 
2-0 in September 1913. A chal
lenge was issued by the local club 
to Brampton for the amateur 
championship of Ontario. 

The Alexandria Improvement 
and Athletic Association received 
its charter in March 1923 and 
would construct a curling rink. 
The new rink opened Labor Day 
with showing of a picture. Donald 
A. Macdonald and John R. 
McRae revived the sport. 

The lacrosse team remained 
unbeaten July 23 at Cornwall, 
winning 7-4. They now go into 
Eastern Ontario semi-finals. Play-

ers were: Frank Miller, Jos. 
Marcoux, Archie Danis, Frank 
McCormick. Alex McMillan , Fer
gus McRae, Ben Villeneuve, 
Jerry Gagnier, John A. Mac
donell , Dr. D. D. McIntosh, Dave 
Lalonde, Eddie Lalonde, Morley 
Tobin. In August the team 
defeated a touring Oxford and 
Cambridge team 3-1. 

The Alexandria Lawn Bowling 
Club was organized last Spring 
and some 50 members played in 
1923. A better bowling green is 
required and in October an 
Ottawa firm of sodding experts 
would supply a new surface. 

Through kindness of Hawkes
bury Curling Club in January 
1924, Alexandria had a complete 
set of irons for each rink. 

Laggan and Greenfield decided 
to call off their game in August 
1924 for the football champion
ship on the Separate School 
grounds. Just at half-time, Allan 
McDonald, captain of the Green
field team had his leg fractured in 
a scrimmage. 

Preliminary organization meet
ing of the Glengarry Military 
Badminton Club was held in 
September 1930. First play in the 
Armories Saturday when the 
game was introduced to Glen
garry. Dr. M. Markson was 
elected President. 

Floodlights illuninated the Box 
Lacrosse grounds in July 1932 
when Nationals of Cornwall play
ed Alexandria. A canvass of 
citizens financed lights and more 
seating is the next step. 

Chisholm Park was being level
led in December 1934 and ice 
would be laid for a skating rink to 
be run by Morley Tobin and 
Arnold Weir. 

In October 1938 a meeting was 
held to organize a Badminton 
Club in connection with the 
militia. Major Franklin of Ottawa, 

brought equipment and explained 
the game. Major Franklin is 
President; Keith Hatton, Vice
President. 

Three rinks of Alexandria curl
ers took part in Edinburgh Trophy 
play at Montreal in J anuary 1935 
and won the eight pairs of 
granites. All three rinks won, Dr. 
Cheney by 22 points, R. H. 
Cowan by eight and Donald A. 
Macdonald by three for an 
average plus 11. The granites 
were received by the club in 
March 1935. Local curlers had a 
big season also winning centre 
honors in Jubilee play and the 
District Medals. 

Members of the Canadian 
Croquet Club were fixing up new 
grounds on Lochiel street in 
August 1940. 

The big game between the 
Lalonde brothers and the town 
team in February 1941 was won 
by the Lalonde's 13-4. Raoul, 
George, Dave, Eddie, Ovila and 
Jos. Lalonde played Jack Joyner, 
Ed Huot, Z. Courville, Albert 
Courville, Jos. Marcoux and 
Archie Danis. 

Hildebert Huot of Alexandria, 
lost a leg in July 1944 as the result 
of rupturing a blood vessel in the 
leg during a lacrosse match at 
Dalhousie. 

Dr. H. L. Cheney and Ubald 
Rouleau of the local bowling club 
won the Journal trophy in July 
1945 in doubles competition at 
Ottawa. 

Two rinks of Alexandria curlers 
won the prized Quebec Cup at 
Ste. Anne de Bellevue in Feb
ruary 1950. The club would 
capture the Cup again in Decem
ber 1962 at Quebec City. 

The development of a complete 
recreation program with park, 
playgrounds and artificial ice in 
curling rink and sports palace is a 
more recent story. 

Names in The News 
There has been a scarcity of 

milk in town, it was reported in 
March 1914. As a result, George 
A. Charlebois, ] -2nd Kenyon, has 
gone into the selling of milk. (he 
would be followed in that busi, 
ness by his son,' Adrien Charle
bois). 

**** 
William Peacock, J .P., has 

been promoted to Police Magis
trate of Alexandria, in April 1914. 
- J . A . Vallee has opened a 
tailoring establishment south of 

the Glengarrian block. 

**** 
Still another citizen, Archie 

McMIilan, liveryman, has taken 
to motoring. He purchased a Ford 
car in July 1914. 

**** 
Alexandria lost its only Senator 

when Hon. Donald McMIiian, 
M.D., died July 26, 1914. Called 
to the Senate in 1884, he was a 
native of Lochiel, 79 years old. 
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ONE OF OUR OLDEST FIRMS-Meloche 
& Sabourin must be among the oldest 
business firms in Alexandria. The fathers of 
Leo Meloche, left, and Laurier Sabourin, 
formed a partnership as butchers in 1905. 
They were Arcade Meloche and George D. 

Sabourin and they would hand over to their 
sons in 1948. It seems there have always been 
Sabourins in the butcher business here. J.A. 
Sabourin is now retired but his son Gilbert is 
in the business. 

Staff Photo-Mark Mitchell 

Incidental intelligence 
Employees at Munro & Mc

Intosh went on strike in April 
1920. The dispute was settled one 
week later. Perhaps as a con
sequence of that strike, a local 
branch of the American Federa
tion of Labor was organized in 
late July of that year. Joseph 
McEwen of the Carriage Works 
was elected president. 

The pageant "Canada, Yester
day and Today" was a feature 
attraction at the Memorial Day 
celebration on the Driving Park 
grounds July 2, 1920 when some 
4,000 were in attendance. The 
pageant was sponsored by the 
County IODE (Imperial Order 
Daughters of the Empire) under 
the direction of Miss Ethel 
Ostrom, Regent of IODE. Danc
ing competitions and field events 
were other attractions. The 
guests of honor were Sir Arthur 
Currie G.C.M.G. and Major 
General Sir Archibald Macdonell 
KCB, CMG. 

Returned soldiers met in Oct
ober, 1920, to form a Glengarry 
branch of the Great War Vet
erans' Association. Provisional 
officers are headed by Colonel A. 
G. F. Macdonald as president. 

The Presbyterian Church build
ing is now free of debt, it was 
announced at the church annual 
meeting in February 1921. Hugh 
Munro gave a resume of the first 
45 years of the congregation. 

The Dominion Chautauqua 
pitched its tent on the Separate 
School grounds in August 1921. It 
was to entertain four days and as 
many nights. 

Conversion of the Stormont & 
Glengarry Regiment into a high
land (kilted) unit designated the 
Dundas, Stormont & Glengarry 
Highlanders and to wear the 
Macdonell of Glengarry tartan 
was authorized in General Orders 
published in February 1922. 
Other ranks were limited to 250. 
"D" Company headquarters will 
be at Alexandria with Major J. A. 
Gillies officer commanding. 

Alexandria's first wireless tele
phone (radio) has been installed 
by Clarence Ostrom and Dr. H. L. 
Cheney in the latter's home. It 
was built by the twosome and a 
News reporter on Tuesday, Feb
ruary 17, 1922, heard a program 
from Pittsburg. 

The Glengarry Council, Knights 
of Columbus in March 1923 
purchased the Kenyon street 
residence, the estate of Duncan 
A. Macdonald, former longtime 
postmaster. Since March 1919 the 
K of C had occupied rooms in the 
Dever block. 

Alexandria High School this 
year (1923) will cover Upper 
School work. A fifth teacher will 
be engaged and the staff will be: 
Languages - Donald McKay, 
MA, principal; English- Ethel 
Ostrom; Sciences-J. T. Smith; 
History-Kathleen Murphy (of 
Orillia); Mathematics - Miss 
Theriault (of Kingston). 

The first investiture of scouts 
for the Alexandria Boy Scout 
troop was carried out by Scout
master Richard Travers in August 
1923. Lawrence Weir is assistant 
scoutmaster and Scouts Archie 

McDonald and Ronald Macdonald of St. Raphael's was named 
took the Scout Promise. President. Cheese was to be 

boarded here. 
Members of the St. Jean 

Baptiste Society took possession 
of their new quarters in the Dever 
block on Monday, December 5, 
1923, when a euchre party was 
held. 

The new Alexandria Masonic 
Temple was dedicated on Decem
ber 16, 1924. It is at the corner of 
Main ·and Elgin streets. There 
were 150 present from the area. 

While here Friday, (December 
1925), to inspect "D" Company, 
SD&G Highlanders, Major Gen
eral J. H. Elmsley, OC, MD 3 
Kingston, invested Colonel A. G. 
F. Macdonald· with the Colonial 
Auxiliary Forces Medal for long 
and active service in uniform. 

Some twenty boys and girls 
were enrolled for dancing classes 
in January 1930. The Highland 
Society had Miss Carrie Biggars 
of Montreal, as teacher. 

The Sacred Heart band, com
posed of young lads 10 to 13, 
made its first appearance in June 
1932. Rev. J. A. Brunelle was 
instructor. 

Electric power reached the 
Fourth of Kenyon in February 
1937 when four homes switched 
to Hydro. 

Glengarry's first big Music 
Festival in May 1938 had 850 
participants. It was sponsored by 
the Glengarry Teachers' Institute 
in Alexander Hall . 

First spades were turned Feb
ruary 1, 1939 to make the 
basement of Sacred Heart Church 
into a parish hall. The floor was to 
be deepened and some pillars 
eliminated before a concrete floor 
was laid. 

Eight thousand were here May 
21, 1939 to welcome King George 
VI and Queen Elizabeth at the 
station . During a seven-minute 
stop flowers were presented by 
Anne McIntosh and Lowell Os
trom. 

A grand concert of sacred 
music was held in Sacred Heart 
Church in November, 1940 to 
mark the new Hammond Electric 
organ. An imported marble tablet 
erected by the parish in memory 
of Rev. J. Aime Huot, a former 
pastor, was blessed by Bishop 
Couturier in February, 1941. 

Dairymen met in April 1941 to 
organize a Cheese Board under 
the name Glengarry Cheese and 
Butter Exchange. Rod McDonald 

Maclaren Hall was in the 
hands of the wreckers in October 
1941. Property of the United 
Church, it had been built in 1901 
as a church hall and had seen 
much community use up to a few 
years ago. 

A lighting system was installed 
in the Alexandria Flax Mill in 
February 1942. Processing of the 
1941 crop is now on a two-shift 
basis. John Chisholm, proprietor, 
directs the crew during the day 
while the night shift is under Alex 
G. Maclaren. 

Ostrom Bros. became the first 
Alexandria businessmen to install 
the modern fluorescent lighting in 
February 1942, by Edgar Tour
angeau of Chenier's Hardware. 
Other buildings so equipped are 
the Town Clerk's office and 
Britannic Converters. 

Alexandria's two-week-long 
blackout ended January 13th , 
1943, at 6:15 when power was 
restored by large Hydro work 
crews. Three hundred men have 
been working in the area. Citizens 
had been without power since the 
ice storm struck December 30th . 
The town was completely isolated 
from the outside world for almost 
a week. 

An honor roll was unveiled in 
Alexandria United Church in 
September 1943. It bore the 
names of 40 who were serving. 

Chenier's Hardware unveiled 
in September '43 an honor roll on 
the side of their store building . It 
contained the names of more than 
one thousand men and women 
serving in the armed forces. 

Albert Depratto, local ice deal
er, reports a record cut of 5,000 
cakes of ice from the mill pond in 
March 1944. He will be the only 
ice dealer. Dan Lajoie having 
quitted the business. 

Names of 86 men and women , 
ex-pupils of St. Margaret's school 
known to be on active service are 
on an honor roll in the school, 
installed in late 1944. 

Glengarry Farmers Insurance 
celebrated its 50th anniversary 
March 2, 1945. A presentation 
was made to V. G. Chisholm, 
secretary-treasurer those SO 
years. 

The first baby bonus cheques 
reached Alexandria post office 
July 19, 1945. 

When it ~~rained'' frogs 
It was wartime when Alexandria was invaded, in early 

August 1940, but the enemy consisted of thousands of young 
leopard frogs who all at once decided to leave the mill pond and 
hop to greener pastures. 

For five days they blitzed Main street and died in traffic or 
were trodden underfoot. 

It was widely believed it had rained frogs from the sky but J . 
T. Smith had the probable answer. Barbottes in the mill pond 
had not fed on their normal diet of frogs' eggs and as a result an 
abnormal number of frogs were born. . 

• 
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The Holy Cross order contributed greatly to 
education in Alexandria since 1854 

If the coming of the railroad 
sparked the physical growth of 
Alexandria, surely the arrival of 
the Holy Cross Sisters in 1854 
played as important a part in the 
cultural development of our 
people. 

Over more than a century 
since, most of the teaching in the 
primary schools has been in the 
hands of the Holy Cross Com
munity. Not only did they provide 
schooling and instil christian and 
social values, the nuns also 
taught French in the earlier years 
and were the chief source of 
lessons in music and singing. St. 
Margaret's Convent also provid
ed a dependable supply of 
organists and choir leaders for St. 
Finnan ' s. 

the Holy Cross Order at St. 
Laurent, Que. to open a mission 
here. Mother M. of the Seven 
Dolors, superior and foundress of 
the congregation, with three 
Sisters arrived in February 1854. 
The Sisters resided in a small 
house where first classes were 
opened February 17th of that 
year. A small building to house 
convent and school was occupied 
in 1856. It was built on the site of 
the present convent and boasted 
two classrooms, a small chapel, 
kitchen and dormitory. Two wings 
were added in 1867 and attend
ance kept growing until, by 1869, 
there were 138 pupils. 

Four more rooms were added to 
the Alexander School in 1913, 
bringing total classroom space in 
school and convent to 12 rooms. 
In this period , the trustees gave 
five of ~ight classes for French 
children to be taught in that 
language. In 1930, the bishop 
decided French pupils would take 
over the Alexander School, with 
the English-speaking returning to 
the convent. This division con
tinued until 1949 when St. 
Joseph's School for boys was built 
to cope with growing French
speaking registration. Four years 
later, Perpetual Help School was 
erected opposite Sacred Heart 
Church for French-speaking girls 
and English-speaking students 
moved back to the Alexander 
School. 

By 1956, the centennial year of 
the Holy Cross Order in Alexand
ria, there were 22 Sisters here 
and there had been many more 
than 100 vocations during those 
one hundred years. Sixty-seven of 
these had been pupils of St. 
Margaret's and the Alexander 
School. 

century of service, Bishop Brod
eur in 1953 made a gift of the 
convent building to the Sisters of 
Holy Cross. Over the next three 
years major renovations were 
made to both interior and exterior 
of the building in readiness for an 
October 1956 celebration of the 
centennial-a gala event. 

The present Alexander School 
was completed in 1964 and has 
been in operation since, though 
with steadily diminishing teacher 
contribution from the Holy Cross 
Order. The Alexander School that 
had seen service for 60 years was 
razed to provide more playground 
space. 

St. Margaret's Convent was 
sold last year to a developer, 
Kemont Construction Ltd. of 
Kanata, who plan to convert it 
into 16 luxury apartments. The 
Holy Cross Order in turn bought a 
house on Sandfield street for use 
by the few Sisters left in 
Alexandria. 

The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 

A part of the first mill had 
served as a schoolroom and after 
the first church was completed in 
1833 its vestry was used as a 
school. In 1854, the then pastor, 
Rev . John Mclachlan arranged 
for the services of five Christian 
Brothers and they taught in the 
church vestry until a two-room 
brick boys' school was erected by 
his successor, Rev. Dr. Chisholm. 

Father Mclachlan also wanted 
education for the girls and so 
petitioned the Mother General of 

Then bishop of the new dio
cese, Bishop Macdonell complet
ed in 1892 erection of the convent 
building that still stands in its 
setting east of the cathedral. It 
was occupied by the staff, day 
pupils and a large number of 
boarders to an aggregate of 400 
girls. By 1905, nine Sisters were 
teaching some 500 pupils, includ
ing the boys up to Entrance. Boys 
and girls were being taught 
together, the senior classes in the 
new 4-room Alexander School 
built that year and junior classes 
in the convent. 

Acknowledging the great con
tribution the Holy Cross Order 
had made to this area over a 

The Elda Rouleau School open
ed in November 1972 for senior 
elementary bilingual students. 
The drop in school enrolments in 
recent years has caused closing of 
the St. Joseph 's School and 
redistribution of other children in 
the bilingual school system. 

TO WELCOME NEW POST OFFICE-Beards were the 
thing to wear in 1905, as witness this picture of Alexandria's 

bigwigs who gathered at the new post office for a session with 
Duncan Donovan's camera. 

High school course looks back to 1865 Names in The News 
Pupils attending the vast Glen

garry District High School here, 
more than 1,000 strong, can have 
no conception of the modest start 
of high school work in 1865. 

The first meeting of the Board 
was held November 22nd, 1864 
and school began in the next year 
in the old Public School. It was 
situated on Dominion Street 
South and later reverted to a 
residence. After a short tenancy 
there , an old log building across 
the street was occupied for three 
or four years . The upper flat of 
the Separate School was then 
secured and in 1876 the building 
known as the old High School. 

The St. Paul Street school was 
erected in 1895. 

In the earlier stages of our High 
School history the board faced 
many difficulties. The municipal 
councils were not compelled by 
law to contribute to the main
tenance of the High School and 

the Board was dependant on 
voluntary subscriptions. 

Under these circumstances 
only one teacher was employed at 
anything but a large salary. The 
attendance was as low as six one 
year. The first regular assistant 
was engaged in 1879 and a third 
teacher added in 1895 when the 
new school was in use. 

By 1903, when attendance had 
grown to 85, Donald McKay, 
M.A ., was principal and he was 
teaching Classics and Moderns. 
Mr. Longmore, first assistant. 
taught Science and Mathematics. 
Miss Flath had English and 
History. 

Mr. McKay had come here in 
1895 and had continued to teach 
languages over a 40-year period 
until his retirement in 1934. He 
died May 8, 1939, at age 72, a 
much respected and loved citizen 
and teacher . 

Another veteran teacher and 

Editorially thinking 
July 6, 1894 - It was our misfortune to pass over 

that portion of the Military Road between here and 
Green Valley known as "Kelly's Swamp" on 
Saturday. The work done there should merit 
attention. 

The soft sticky mud, etc. , has been cleaned out of 
the ditches and deposited on the road with the result 
a wagon fairly loaded will sink to its axles every 
time. 

The sooner the road work is taken out of the hands 
of incompetents and seen to personally by council, 
or some party appointed for that purpose, the better. 
Someone thoroughly qualified for the position 
should be appointed for each county and ifhe did his 
duty it would not be long before we would see great 
improvement in our roads. 

March 10, 1894 - Local temperance societies are 
protesting to village council the increase in shop 
licences. They consider seven for a population of 
1700 is ridiculously out of proportion. 

***** 

January 30, 1902 -The Canada Atlantic Railway, 
a line bonused $80,000 by Lochiel and Kenyon, has 
been sold to enrich American millionaires, the 
Vanderbilts. Purchase price is said to be $10 million , 
which would pay nearly par on all the stock. 

Congratulations 
On Your 

100th 
Birthday 

From 
Charlene, Lise, Sylvie and Chantal at 

SALON UNISEX 
Marielle Hamelin (prop.) 

78 Main St. 525-2296 

principal of Alexandria High 
School, James T. Smith lives in 
retirement in his Centre Street 
home where he has resided 
almost entirely since coming to 
Alexandria in 1917. He had been 
part of the permanent staff since 
1921 when, in 1934, he succeeded 
Mr. McKay as principal. Mr. 
Smith retired from teaching in 
1960 after overseeing the move to 
the new regional school in 1954. 
He has since devoted time and 
effort to his beautiful lawns and 
flower gardens. 

Unhappily, so many teachers 
have served in Alexandria schools 
we have found it impossible to 
recognize all and so have restrict
ed mention to the principals. 

Members of the A. H. S. Board 
decided in September 1942 to 
introduce a course in advanced 
French subjects for pupils who 
had taken the bilingual course in 
primary schools. A part-time 

teacher was to be hired for French 
literature, composition and 
grammar for bilingual students. 
More French instruction was 
added steadily in the years since 
until today the school has com
plete cou rses in both languages. 

School buses had their inaug
uration in the 1946-4 7 school 
year. 

The contract for the new school 
on the Armoury Hill was Jet in 
1953 to M. Sullivan & Son of 
Arnprior. The move to the new 
school was made in 1954 and 
several additions to the plant 
have been built since. 

A former student at A. H. S. , 
C. Campbell Fraser, took over as 
principal in 1960 and held that 
post for five years. Lorne Lawson 
and Philip Lloyd served in that 
capacity and Rene Gauthier was 
vice-principal. Jane Wright and 
Rene Gauthier are now co-princi
pals of the two-language school. 

Students 90 to Laggan 
The first Public School in 

Alexandria was opened in 1842 
and was known as No. 10 
Township of Lochiel. The 
teacher's salary was then by 
voluntary subscription. 

Two new buildings have been 
erected in the intervening years, 
in 1895 and again in 1953. The 
move to the Lochiel Township 
Area School at Laggan was made 

in 1969. 

W .A .J . Spotswood was the first 
principal of the local school and 
Miss Alberta Wilson (Bertie) of 
Alexandria, held that post for 25 
years prior to her retirement in 
1931. 

The local school building now 
houses Harmony Glen School for 
the retarded. 

Jacques Joly present Postmaster 
Alexandria has had a Post 

Office since 1825 and has had at 
least two offices lost to the flames 
in 1906 and in 192 l. The move to 
the new Post Office on Catherine 
Street was made in 1970. 

Postmasters on record have 
been: 

Angus S. MacDonald 1864-72 
Duncan A. Macdonald 1872- 1921 
Peter Ferguson 1921 -1929 

Emile Gravel (Acting) 1929-1930 
Procule Poirier 1930-1957 

Grace Cameron 
Jacques Joly 

1957-1966 
1966-

Lt.-Col. A. G. F. Macdonald, 
OC the 59th Regiment, has 
assumed command of six com
panies of the 59th and 56th 
Regiments guarding the Cornwall 
Canal. His headquarters are at 
Morrisburg, it was reported in 
August 1914.-An automobile of 
the ''Town'' type has been added 
to the livery of Leo Marcoux. This 
is the th ird auto in his garage. 

John Ranald Chisholm died 
September 15th at 81. Among 
some 80 public buildings he 
erected was St. Finnan's Cathed
ral. 

Dan Charlebois and Geo. La
londe opened a meat market on 
Main street north in November 
191 4 . 

A. M. McDougall opened lunch 
rooms in the second fla t of the 
Commercial Hotel in December , 
I 914. Meals will be served for 25 
cents. 

John A. McRae was appointed 
County Registrar in March 1915, 
a post left vacant by the death of 
John Simpson at 77. 

In April , E. J. Dever, merch
ant. purchased the St. Lawrence 
block from the estate, D. D. 
MacPhee. 

J. F. Sauve was having long 
runs for his films at Wonderland, 
in February 1916. 

Archie McPhee and Cllfford 
Courville who are attending dent
al college have enlisted in the 
dental corps. it was reported in 
February 1917. They are at home 
before going overseas.-G. P. 
McLaughlin was taking a course 
at an automobile school at 
Montreal. 

John J. McIntosh was the 
victim of a fatal fall at Vankleek 
Hill in August, 1917, while 
dismantling the walls of Knox 

All The Very Best 
to the 

TOWN OF 
ALEXANDRIA 

On The Occasion of its 

CENTENNIAL 
We're Proud to Have Been 
a Part of The Community 

Since 1895 

GLEN GARRY 
Farmer's Mutual Fire Insurance Co. 

Alex McDonald 
President 

A.J. McDonald 
Secretary-Treasurer 

51 Main St., North Alexandria 525-2557 
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Church. Among handiwork of the 
Alexandria contractor were the 
new Presbyterian Church, the 
Separate School and the Bank of 
Ottawa building. 

Mrs. Jos. Laferriere has leased 
the Grand Union, recently vacat
ed by Jules Delage, it was 
reported in December 1918. The 
owner is O. Ranger of Ottawa. 

Alexandria's oldest resident , 
Mrs. A. B. McDonald, died at 104 
in September 1919. 

John Simpson & Son retired 
from business in November 1919 
after more than SO years in 
business here . The stock was sold 
to Rod S. McLeod and J. A. Real 
Huot. 

Ulric Lecompte opened a black
smith shop on Main street north 
in May 1920.-The Ottawa House 
was sold by J. R. McMaster to its 
present occupant, E. Rouleau, in 
July I 920, 

Hector Sauve qualified as an 
auto driver in August 1920, and 
opened an automobile livery. 

J. O. Simpson left for Malone , 
NY, after more than SO years 
here, in October 1920.-J. A. 
Laurin was elected councillor to 
fill the vacancy caused by the 
retirement of Geo. Sabourin. 

Alfred St. John, barber, has 
purchased the small brick build
ing south of the Grand Union 
Hotel, it was reported in March , 
1920. The adjoining property over 
the Garry River has been sold to 
A. J. McDonald and John J. 
McDonald, 3rd Kenyon; who plan 
a modern theatre. 

Allan Weir was hired as a 
policeman in November 1920. 
And in December, Leo Marcoux 
added a fine new bus to his run 
from the Grand Union to the 
station. 

The Citizens ' Band under Prof. 
Eldridge made its first appear
ance in January 1921.-The old
est employee of the Carriage 
Works, George Kemp died after 
35 years' service . He left eight 
sons and two daughters. 

R. H. Cowan on May 1st will 
take possession of D. Courville's 
hardware store, it was reported in 
March, 1921.-In April, John 
McLeister had plans to erect a 
store on the property adjoining 
the O'Connor block . 

Lt.-Col. W. H. Magwood, OC, 
154th Highlanders met pipers and 
drummers in the Armouries in 
June 1921. A regimental pipe 
band of 20 pipers and seven 
drummers was assured . 

Dr. D. J. Dolan arrived from 
Pakenham in August, 1921, to 
open a practice here.-Davld 
Lalonde had taken out a license as 
auctioneer. 

Postmaster here for 50 years 
and firs t Reeve of Alexandria, 
Duncan A. [Curly] Macdonald 
died in September 1921. 

Myles Campbell installed a 
gasoline pump at his Mill Square 
garage in April 1922. It was the 
fourth in town. He had returned 
from taking a course in Detroit in 
October when he opened a 
" Battery Station" on the Square. 

Leo Marcoux, liveryman, pur
chased a 16-passenger Reo auto
bus in May, 1922. 

Antoine Chenier announced the 
opening of his hardware store, 
complete ly renovated, enlarged 
and modernized in September, 
1922. 

At nominations in December 
1922, J. A. Laurin was given an 
acclamation as mayor to succeed 
George Simon, who held the post 
five years. 

Two valued citizens died on 
February 28, 1923, Isaac Brock 
Ostrom and Abraham Markson. 

Hector Sauve purchased a 
new auto in May 1923 and was 
ready for day and night service. 

Edna M. Squires arrived from 
Toronto, to work under the 
Provincial Board of Health .. in 
October, 1923. Specially tra\ned 
for public health work, she was to 
visit the schools, hold clinics for 
mothers. etc.-D. D. McRae of 
Schell's, was in Terrebonne, 
Que., installing post office fit
tings. 

Peter Charlebois, late of the 
Carriage Factories' staff, had 
become associated with Duncan 
Donovan of the Alexandria Photo 
Studio in April , 1924. 

J. Robertson, who operated the 
Alexandria Bakery for 35 years 
sold it in October, 1924, to Albert 
Hamelin of Montreal. Mr. Rob
ertson will continue his confec
tionery business. 

Frank Miller has t aken over the 
undertaking business of his form
er employer, A. D. MacGIIIivray, 
it was reported in November, 
1924. 

de Lotblniere Macdonald in 
January, 1925, was appointed 
General Manager of the Wood 
Pipe factory which was purchased 
recently by the Ontario Wind 
Engine & Pump Co. of Toronto. 

At the businessmen's dinner of 
the Board of Trade at t he Ottawa 
House, George W. Shepherd was 
presented with a chest of silver on 
the 25th anniversary of his 
coming here as agent for the 
Canada Atlantic Railway, it was 
reported in March 1925.- Alfred 
St. John bought the frame 
building south of Simon's store. 
He will occupy it as a barber 
shop . 

Best Wishes 

ALEXANDRIA 

The 

On Your 

100th 
Birthday 

From 
Irene, Carol and Claude at 

BOOTIQUE 
25 Main St. 525-2934 



The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 

Second World War caught 
Alexandria in the doldrums 

World War I had struck at a 
period when prosperity was at a 
peak in Alexandria. Just 21 years 
following the Armistice that had 
brought peace in 1918, Hitler 
unleashed his blitzkrieg in 1939 
and an unhappy world was at war 
again. 

This war caught our town when 
it was in the doldrums, many of 
its families on welfare after 10 
years of dragging depression, its 
economy in tatters and its muni
cipal government restricted to a 
provincial budget in spending. 

The young people went off to 
war but the depression lingered 
on. Effective August 1, 1940, the 
province ordained it would not 
contribute toward support of 
employable male heads of fami
lies 45 years and under, with two 
dependants. Previously heads of 
families with less than two 
dependants had been removed 
from the rolls. A public welfare 
report for Ontario noted that 
among 44 towns and villages that 
spend upward of$10,000 annually 
on relief, Alexandria stands last 
in the matter of reducing reflief 
expenditures. For the first nine 

months of 1940, expenditures 
here were $32,003, an increase of 
8.3 per cent from the same period 
in 1939. 

In May 1941, 12 relief recip
ients petitioned council claiming 
their food allowance was not large 
enough. By August a steady 
decline of our relief rolls was 
noticeable. There were now 32 
families on relief, most totally 
unemployable . L. Deschamps, 
relief supervisor, was relieved of 
his duties and Z. J. Courville was 
to take over on a part-time basis. 

By June 1942, it could be 
reported that 95 persons received 
assistance in May and the total 
bill was down to $643.61 for the 
month. 

Some bright spots began to 
appear as the war progressed. In 
May 1940 it was reported that a 
miniature building boom is con
trasting with the stagnation of 
years past. Men were at work on 
Shepherd Bros. Cold Storage 
Plant; a $4,000 service station 
was being built by Raoul Cle
ment. Repairs were being made 
to the plant of Alexandria Wood 
Products where a new industry 

was to start operations. J. J. 
MacDonald was renovating the 
former bank building on the 
Square for use as a restaurant and 
the Alexander Hall was being 
extensively repaired . Some 35 
men were employed and off the 
relief rolls. 

In October the 3rd Kenyon 
highway was being widened 
where necessary to allow for snow 
clearance and later Edgar Irvine 
had a contract at the southern 
edge of town to obviate the 
decided curve at Cameron's 
corner. Some 200 were to be 
employed on that job. 

Shepherd Bros. were building a 
garage and warehouse for their 
transport firm just south of the 
cold storage plant. Since taking 
over Marcoux & Gagnier two 
years earlier they had been 
located on that property. Also, in 
April 1941, J. L. Murphy of 
Gravelbourg. Sask. had made 
known his intention to build a 
movie theatre here. 

Catherine, Centre and Kenyon 
Streets were getting new surfaces 
in June as council moved to 
improve side streets . 

Employment opportunities 
New industries were reported 

busy in August. Britannic Con
verters, makers of windbreakers, 
parkas, etc., had 15 machines and 
a staff of 20, with more equip
ment to come. At Jos. Cho
quette's Wood Products plant 18 
were employed making hockey 
sticks. 

A large three-storey building 
was to be erected by the Graham 
Creamery Co. on the southeast 
corner of the Mill Square, adjoin
ing the mill plant. 

Census figures showed a jump 
of 160, from 2,006 in 1931 to 2,166 
in 1941. Water service in summer 
months was still a problem and 
service was cut to 2½ hours a day 
in September "until water re
turns to the Delisle." Unused 
since lacrosse hit the doldrums, 
the stands at Chisholm Park were 
razed in October. 

"Men of Boys' Town" was the 

feature in November 1941, when 
the Garry Theatre opened in the 
former Marleau garage. J. T. 
Gallant had arrived in town to 
manage the theatre. 

An old landmark dating back 
nearly a century was being razed 
in April 1942 - the Murchison 
Hotel building on the southeast 
corner of Gernish and Main. The 
Champlain Oil Co. was to 
construct a service station there. 

The only buggy manufacturing 
plant in this car-conscious coun
try, Hormidas Seguin's firm 
shipped a buggy made-to-order 
for Col. Harry Cockshutt, presi
dent of Frost & Wood in Smiths 
Falls. The Seguin firm makes 
piano buggies, rigs and demo
crats, carioles and sleighs. Some 
40 are turned out each year and 
sold within 100 miles of town. 

The new creamery plant on the 

Square opened in May 1942. lt 
included a modern lunch counter 
on the Main Street side to be 
managed by Jos . Dore. The plant 
replaced an unsightly hole that 
detracted from appearances for 
many years. It would be known as 
The Hub. 

Arrears of county rates which 
in 1938 had amounted to more 
than $35,000, were cleared in 
June 1942 with a payment of 
some $13,000. 

Alexandria got its first self-ser
vice store in December 1942 with 
change-over of the Dominion 
store, of which Armand Cholette 
was manager. Each customer will 
get a wire basket, select articles 
and pay on the way out. Unfor
tunately , the service was short
lived. Dominion Stores closed the 
local outlet in April 1943 after a 
20-year period here. 

Town pkLns to improve 
Town council had post-war 

plans in April 1944 and a 
delegation was off to Toronto 
under Mayor Romeo Rouleau and 
Reeve John David McPherson . 
Proposed were a drainage and 
sewage system, complete with 
disposal plants, a new town hall 
that would also house the P .U.C. 
offices, a park and a playground. 
Three concrete bridges were to 
span the Garry and a water 
filtration plant was in the plan
ning stage by the P.U.C. 

In September another water 
shortage forced a curtailment of 
service. A Department of Health 
inspector termed the water level 
dangerously low and advised that 
all water for drinking should be 
boiled. It was generally agreed 
the town must have a better water 
supply. 

Alexandria Glove Works plan
ned a new line of bedroom 
slippers. George Barbara had 
seen his plant grow from four 
employees eight years ago to 40 
in 1944. 

Council and P.U.C. met in 
March to discuss the need for a 
new town hall and an improved 
water supply. Committees were 
to be named to further both 
projects. Mayor Rouleau, Reeve 
McPherson and Councillor 
George Simon were named to 
plan for Victory in Europe Day in 
Alexandria and the same com-· 
mittee was to deal with the 
projected new town hall and 
water supply. 

Long wanted, a sidewalk bor
dering Main Street to the station 
was built on the east side of the 
street. 

Mid-August brought word of 
the end of the war as the 

Japanese surrendered August 
14th. A good-natured, happy 
crowd celebrated that night. 

Servfcemen had been trickling 
home in recent months and 
Glengarry Legion Branch 312 of 
Apple Hill held a ceremony here 
in late August when 52 new 
members were welcomed. A field 
branch of No. 312 was to be set up 

in Alexandria. On September 
24th an Alexandria and District 
sub-branch of the Canadian Leg
ion was set up with Dave Lalonde 
as chairman. He was to become 
vice-president of Glengarry 
Branch at Apple Hill. 

The 1st Battalion of the SD&G 
Highlanders arrived in the United 
Kingdom from Holland in mid-
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November on their way home to 
Canada. They were expected 
home in early December and a 
special meeting of town council 
discussed what form the welcome 
home should take. It was pointed 
out there were more than 225 
repats from Alexandria and it was 
decided to restrict the welcome to 
service personnel from the muni
cipality. A minimum sum of 
$3,000 would be required and it 
was decided a canvass for funds 
should be initiated. 

The 1st Battalion, 350 strong, 
was late in homing and the Queen 
Elizabeth was delayed by storms. 
It reached Cornwall December 
29th. 

When H. H. Tower of Guaran
tee Glove & Sports Garments Co. 
of Montreal purchased the build
ing at the station known as the 
Glengarry Inn, 300 replies had 
been received to his 1941 ad for 
workers. The industry opened 
here in early July. 

A special night shift with Duncan 
Gelineau in charge was to employ 
extra help. In 1943, the firm 
completed another contract for 
ammunition boxes and planned to 
start producing light furniture. 
Proprietor Jos. Choquette was to 
have Rolland Cholette with him in 
the furniture line. 

In February 1944, the B. Tarran 
Furs Co. opened in the former 
Chinese Cafe building, now occu
pied by the Bootique. Some 30 
girls and men were to be 
employed for a start. 

George Lanthier of Alexandria 
Bakery installed a Master Baker 
in 1945, a big revolving oven that 
would bake 280 loaves of bread in 
40 minutes. Installation necessi
tated an addition to the plant. 

At year 's end, new homes were 
also nearing completion for Louis 
Shepherd, on St. George Street, 
and for Gabriel G. Aubry, on 
Main Street North. 

The fire hall tower had to be 
razed in January 1946 and 
cn~!::dei>1lion was being given to 
a new complex to serve fire and 
other municipal services. 

Then the· town's largest em
ployer , Alexandria Glove Works 
rented space in the curling rink in 
April 1946 until the new plant 
would be ready in the fall. A 
building from the St . Eugene air 
field had been dismantled and 
was being erected on the former 
Munro & McIntosh site. 

An estimated 1.500 participat
ed in a mass X-ray survey held at 
the K. of C. rooms in May. 

Alexandria Wood Products re
ceived the first war contract let 
locally in December 1941. an 
order for 1,850 detonator boxes. 

In December 1945, Rolland 
Cholette. proprietor of the Alex
andria Sash & Door factory, 
moved into his newly erected 
building on the corner of Bishop 
and Lochiel Streets. It would 
house his business, as well as his 
residence. Mrs. Cholette would 
carry on her beauty salon there, 
also. 

R. J. Graham had plans for a 
building to be erected on the 
former site of Archie Gauthier's 
shop, Main Street. It would house 
Glengarry Motor Sales. Mr. Gra
ham suffered his third heavy fire 
loss in 30 months when the grain 
elevator was badly damaged May 

(Continued on Page 14) 

FIRST CAR IN TOWN-Ed Tarlton, foreman of the paint 
shop at the Carriage Works, drove the first car in Alexandria . 
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United Church congregation 
dates back to 1859; first 

First mass celebrated in 
Sacred Heart Church 

The history of Sacred Heart 
Church, Alexandria , goes back to 
1896, at a time when French
speaking and Scottish were wor
shipping together in St. Finnan 's. 

was sung in the building at 
Christmas of that same year by 
Father Dulin. The church altars 
and other fittings were blessed by 
Bishop Macdonell in December 
191 l. church built in 1863 

The history of the United 
Church congregation in Alexan
dria goes back to about the year 
1859 when members of the 
Presbyterian faith began discus
sing erection of a church. 

On June 6, 1861, Hon. D. A. 
Macdonald made them a gift of 
the land that still serves as a 
cemetery on Main Street South. 
The trustees receiving the deed 
were Robert Wilson, Sr., A. M. 
McKenzie, Forrest Locke, Dun
can Cameron and John Simpson. 

In time a contract was let to a 
local carpenter, Lauchlin McGil
lis , for the building of a church 
which was completed in 1863. The 
church was opened for divine 
service in 1864 and it was a 
mission station that was supplied 
by students from the Presbyterian 
Colleges until 1873 when Rev. 
Kenneth McDonald came from 
Western Ontario to be first 
pastor. He was called to another 
Glengarry charge three years 

later and was succeeded here by 
Rev. D. K. McLennan. In 1881 he 
resigned his charge and Rev. 
James Cormack, who later served 
at Maxville , came for a three-year 
stay. 

Rev . David McLaren was a 
highly respected and esteemed 
pastor over a period of 22 years, 
from 1886 to 1908, and he was 
followed by Donald Stewart, who 
served here for 14 years, from 
1908 to 1922. 

In that period the fine new 
church on Kincardine Street was 
erected and opened for worship in 
August 1912. At that time, too, 
Professor Dan Mulhern bought 
the original church building and 
moved it to the adjoining lot south 
of the cemetery. He transformed 
it into a semi-detached dwelling 
and it remains an apartment 
house to this day. 

Church union had been ap
proved by the congregation and in 
1925 the new church joined the 
United Church of Canada. James 

Town plans to improve 
(Continued from Page 13) 

29th, with the loss of 10,000 
bushels of grain. 

This time the Hub restaurant 
escaped damage and the sale of 
this part of the complex was 
completed June 1st to Lloyd 
McHugh of Pendleton . 

Many Alexandrians were in 
Cornwall June 21st attending the 
warden's banquet, hosted by 
Warden John David McPherson, 
Alexandria's reeve. 

The report on the water supply 
by Ottawa Engineer N. B. Mc
Rostie was received by the P. U. C. 
in November and would be 
further studied at a joint meeting 
of council and the P.U.C. 

He recommended the waters 
of Loch Garry be tapped for 
Alexandria and estimated the cost 

at $125,000 plus water rights. He 
recommended new dams below 
the lake and at Kenyon dam and 
piping of the water from the 
second dam . 

Isaac Boisvenue had the con
tract for the new machinery 
showroom being built by R. J. 
Graham . Work started in Jan
uary. Sam Brunet opened his 
shoe repair shop in March 1947. 

There were plans for a tempor
ary addition to Alexandria High 
School and Isaac Boisvenue had 
the contract to dismantle build
ings at St. Eugene air field and 
rebuild them on the east side of 
the school. Other buildings from 
the air field would provide a plant 
for the Glove Works, a new arena, 
an apartment house and other 
housing. 

A. H. McLean served from 1922 
to '24 and Rev. D. M. Macleod 
was minister at the time of church 
union. He served from 1924 to 
1942 and died while serving the 
charge. 

The Glengarry East Pastoral 
Charge was formed in 1963, 
unitin_g the Alexandria, Glen 
Sandfield, Dalhousie Mills and 
East Hawkesbury congregations 
under one minister. About this 
time the Alexandria church be
came known as the "Church on 
the Hill". 

Janice Stevenson and Gordon 
Saville have been ministering to 
the charge since 1981. 

A fire struck the area where the 
church now stands in 1903, 
destroying the manse, as well as 
several other buildings in the 
block. 

Maclaren Hall was erected in 
1901 on Sinclair Street and it 
served the congregation and the 
community in many ways over the 
next 40 years. During the winter 
months, prior to erection of the 
new church, Sunday services 
were held in the hall in winter, 
owing to the distance to the first 
church. 

Other ministers who followed 
the late Rev. Mr. Macleod were: 

James M. Fleming, '42 to 'SO; 
Duncan McRae, 'SO to ' 53 
C. H. Davies, '53 to '62; 
L. F. Woolfrey, '63 to '68; 
W. H. Baugh , '69 to '72; 
Lloyd A. Davies, '73 to '76; 
Jim Thompson, '76 to '81; 
Janice Stevenson and Gordon 
Saville, '81. 
A relative newcomer to this 

area, Mrs. Donald Wood of 1st 
Kenyon, is writing a history of the 
congregation at this time. Anyone 
with relevant information or 
pictures is asked to contact her. 

Baptists living in the village 
and area purchased the old public 
school building in 1898 and fitted 
it out for worship . The group 
apparently became inactive in 
time and we find no more 
references to them. 

IT WAS A JOINT EFFORT-Alexandria's 
Sports Palace is a joint effort involving not 
only the town, but Lochiel and Lancaster 

Townships. The Public Library is in the front 
and is topped by a community hall. 

Alexandria banks 

Caisse Populaire a true success 
story in local banking history 

Alexandria's first bank was the 
Ontario Bank, which was estab
lished in 1859 or 60 in an office in 
rear of the store of Hon. D. A. 
Macdonald. One John D. Mc
Donald was manager. Later the 
branch moved to the premises at 
the corner of Mill Square and 
Ottawa Street, later the home of 
A. D. MacGillivray. After several 
years the bank closed. In 1877 a 
branch of the Mechanic's Bank 
opened in the Kerr Building, just 
north of the present police 
station. It failed in 1879, with 
consequent loss to some of its 
customers. 

R. R. Maclennan and George 
Brown started a private bank in 
1882 in the "Stone Store", later 
to be owned by Markson 's. The 
Union Bank bought their inter
ests ii;i 1886, with Mr. Brown 
remaining as manager. The bank 
moved to the James McPhee 
building and in 1902 occupied 
their handsome new quarters, 
now the Royal Bank building. Mr. 
N. J. Roy is now manager of 
the Royal. He came here three 

years ago from Casselman. 
In June 1898, the Bank of 

Ottawa began business in the old 
post office building and moved in 
October 1900 to the fine premises 
now occupied by its successor, 
the Bank of Nova Scotia. James 
Martin was the first manager and 
and Peter Leroux has been 
directing branch affairs since he 
came from Hawkesbury 31/2 years 
ago. At the end of May this year 
Mr. Leroux was transferred to 
Ottawa and was replaced by Mike 
Ayott, formerly assistant-mana
ger in Hawkesbury. 

The Bank of Montreal opened 
an Alexandria branch in 1971 in 
the Hope Building. Pierre Boivin 
is the present manager. He came 
here from Hawkesbury a year 
ago. 

A real success story is the 
steady growth of La Caisse 
Populaire d' Alexandria of Sacred 
Heart parish, since its organ
ization 31 years ago, August 4, 
1953. 

Starting from scratch, the 
Caisse now has more than $25 

million in assets; had a net profit 
of $450,000 at year's end and now 
boasts 5,400 members. 

Jean-Marc Viau has been man
aging the business since 1967 and 
he now has 11 employees, as well 
as two part-time helpers . Sod was 
turned in late May for an addition 
to the Caisse building that was 
erected in 1971 on Main Street 
South. 

Rev . Patrick Breton was re
sponsible for the origin of the 
Caisse while serving in Sacred 
Heart parish . Elie David was the. 
first chairman and Raymond 
Rochon was the first manager. 
Arthur Carriere held that post 
before Mr. Viau took over in 1967. 
Members of the original commit
tee were: Cyrille Boisvenue, 
Emile Legault and Laurier Le
febvre. 

Credit Committee - Henri Du
bois, Dan Lajoie and Gerard 
Lefebvre. 

Supervisory Committee - Stan
islas Carriere, Marcel Lanthier 
and Rene Pigeon. 

Bishop Alexander Macdonell 
brought in L' Abbe Poitras of 
Montreal who would take charge 
of the French section of the 
parish. Bishop Macdonell ordain
ed there should be three masses 
on Sunday, that at 8:45 to be in 
French. Ten years later it was 
reported the building fund for 
their own church was growing 
apace. On June 28, 1907, The 
News reported nearly 5,000 at 
tended a picnic for the new 
church. 

In 1899, Father Majeau of 
Berthier, Quebec, succeeded L' -
Abbe Poitras here and in June, 
1909, a committee was named, 
with pastor Rev. J. W. -Dulin to 
complete plans for a new Sacred 
Heart Church to be built at the 
corner of Main and Lochiel 
Streets. 

Bishop William A. Macdonell 
laid the cornerstone of the new 
church in April 1910. The walls 
and roof must have been raised 
that year for a Midnight Mass 

Rev. L. B. Lafontaine, O.P., 
recalled in 1944 that the Men's 
Social Service Club made possible 
the parish hall in the church 
basement. A complete new heat
ing system had been installed and 
the parish cemetery had been 
completely transformed. There 
were 460 families at that time and 
the congregation numbered a full 
2,200. 

Parish priests have been: 
Rev . J . W. Dulin, 1909-24 
Rev . J . Aime Huot, 1924-30 
Rev. Damien Secours, 1930-37 
Rev. L. B. Lafontaine, 1938-45 
Msgr. Emile Secours, 1945-52 
Rev. Emilien Houde, 1952-62 
Msgr. Jacques Laudriault 1962-
64 
Msgr. Cyrille Contant 1965-67 
Rev. Patrick Breton 1968-72 
Rev. Rene Dube 1972-73 
Rev . Raoul Poirier 1973-77 
Rev. Roger Desrosiers 1977-
A history of the parish is now in 

the process of being written. 

Notes from the war years 
Twenty-one Alexandrians or 

former residents have enlisted in 
the armed forces and some are 
already overseas, the News re
ported in May 1940. 

There are no pliinS yet to 
mobilize the SD&G Highlanders 
as a unit of the Third Division, it 
was reported in June, but author
ities at Cornwall expect early 
action. The SD&G's have been 
included in the 9th Infantry 
Brigade. 

Later that month Lt.-Col. W. J. 
Franklin was named to command 
the unit and full mobilization was 
ordered . 

In late July came word that the 
SD&G Highlanders were to mob
ilize a Second Battalion in the 
United Counties for service in the 
Non-Permanent Militia . Obliged 
to relinquish command of the 
First Battalion because of old war 
injuries, Colonel Franklin would 
head the new command. Recruit
ing started at the Armories at 

once. Recruiting for the Veterans' 
Guard also opened at the Arm
ories. 

Rev. Donald A. Kerr, a native 
of Alexanria and curate at St. 
Columban's , left for Kingston 
where he would assume duties as 
an Army Chaplain. 

Several Alexandrians were list 
ed among the killed or wounded 
among casualties from the cap
ture of Caen in July 1944, in 
which the SD&G's played a 
leading part. 

News of victory in Europe was 
received here prematurely at 9:30 
Monday, May 7 at 9:30 a.m. Later 
it was learned the news was a day 
early and Germany's surrender 
was marked Tuesday as flags wer 
flown , the schools emptied and a 
parade highlighted the celebra
tion . 

By June 1945 Alexandrians 
were reported among servicemen 
arriving weekly from overseas. 

Glengarry Transport formed in 1947 
. 

The Administration, Residents and Staff of Community Nursing Homes-Alexandria 
Shepherd Bros. sold their tran

port and cold storage business in 
August 1947 to Ovide Brabant 
and Gerard Lefebvre of Rigaud, 
Quebec. They are brothers-in-law 
and Mr. Brabant is a native of St. 
Clet, while Mr. Lefebvre was 
born at Glen Robertson. They 
were to operate under the name 
of Glengarry Transport Reg'd. 
Louis and George Shepherd 
would continue their motor sales 
and service station while enlarg
ing their school bus business. 

The new plant of Alexandria 
Glove Works opened in Septem
ber 1947. Owned by George 
Barbara, it employs 40. Lucien 
Poirier is foreman.-J . E . 
Ranger of Dalhousie took over the 
Massey-Harris Agency. Vince 
Cameron will take a course at 
Toronto prior to assuming other 
duties with the company. 

Tragedy struck in November 
1947 when Reeve J. D. McPher
son, 44, was struck by a car and 
instantly killed. Counties Warden 
a year earlier, Mr. McPherson 
left the post office with his mail 
and stepped into the path of a car 
on Main Street. 

The new Glengarry Gardens 
unofficially opened in January 
1948. Though the boards were not 
completed, owner Alex DaPrato 

allowed free skating . Hockey 
returned to Alexandria a week 
later when the opening game was 
played. 

Mayor Rouleau, Reeve Mc
Donald and Councillor George 
Lefebvre were named a commit
tee to look into the possibilities of 
a new municipal building this 
year at the January 1947 meeting. 

The planned French Separate 
School for boys in Grades 5 to 8 
will cost $70,000, it was reported 
in March 1948. The four-room 
school would be called St. Jo
seph 's School. 

A new bridge over the Garry 
River on Dominion Street this 
summer is.designed to ease Main 
Street traffic congestion. 

The Public Utilities Commis
sion received notice in October 
1948 that Hydro would insist on 
blackouts to reduce power use 
here. The town is 20 per cent over 
its quota. 

Lloyd McHugh was elected 
president of the new Kinsmen 
Club of Alexandria, organized in 
November 1948. There are 28 
charter members . Elie Chenier is 
vice-president and Eugene Mac
donald, secretary . 

A new Glengarry District Board 
of Trustees will replace the three 
present high school boards in 

BEST WISHES 
to the 

Town of Alexandria 
on the occasion 

of the Centennial 
Duncan and Patch Macdonell 

and 'family 

ATLANTIC HOTEL 
Alexandria, Ont. 

; 

January. 
The creamery equipment was 

moved from the Mill Square in 
April 1949 to R. J. Graham's new 
plant on the Graham farm on the 
western outskirts . Lloyd McHugh 
wilt enlarge his Hub restaurant 
space. 

The town purchased the Glen
garry Mills property and got the 
water rights from Lloyd McHugh 
who had taken possession from 
Graham's. The water rights will 
be retained so the Loch Garry 
water supply can be developed . 
The mill was subsequently sold to 
Alexandria Farmers Co-op. 

A joint meeting of the Kinsmen 
and Richelieu clubs, April 29, 
1949, discussed plans to jointly 
build a playground, possibly on 
the island. J . A. Laurin and 
Eugene Macdonald were dele
gated to approach council with a 
view to council securing land and 
setting up a board that would 
have charge of the playground. In 
July, council agreed to buy the 
island property for the new 
playground and vested manage
ment in a joint committee. 

A new police force was ap
pointed in June 1949 to take over 
from the Ontario Provincial Po
lice. Alcide Lamothe was chief 
and Wilfred Parker of Hull was to 

take over as constable. 
In June there was a near 

tragedy at the station when the 
CNR fast train took the siding. It 
crashed into freigh t cars on the 
siding and they in turn wrecked a 
corner of the station. Fortunately, 
there were no injuries. 

Rene Legault was e lected char
ter president of the Richelieu 
Club. Twenty-two members were 
installed at a charter night, 
September 2, 1949. 

Lloyd McHugh was named 
president of a provisional board 
that would buy Glengarry Gar
dens from Alex DaPrato in 
October 1949. Forty had invested 
$200 each in shares and the 
committee had a 90-day option to 
buy at $40,000. 

R. J. Graham was elected 
mayor in the December 1949 
election and he headed a slate of 
businessmen, almost completely 
new to office. Reeve Angus A. 
McDonald was returned by accla
mation. 

An improved Gl~ngarry Gar
dens, complete with new seating, 
was taken over by the provisional 
committee December 16, 1949, 
with Lloyd McHugh receiving the 
keys at opening of the hockey 
season. 

BEST WISHES 
to 

Alexandria 
During The 

CENTENNIAL 
From The Management 

and staff at 

VIAU'S 
LADIES' WEAR 

GREEN VALLEY 525-2992 

a 

Wish to Congratulate 
The Town of Alexandria 

On Its Centennial 

Community Nursing Homes-Alexandria is part of a family-owned 
business, and consists of two domicilaries and a nursing home. 

The three ouildings are adjacent and are situated on an acre of 
beautifully landscaped grounds. 

The four-storey Villa opened in 1971, and provides conveniences and 
facilities for 33 residents. 

The nursing home began operation in 1976, and is a three-storey, 70 
bed, extended-care home. 

The luxurious suites and private rooms of The Palace have been 
available since 1978, and the three-storey dwelling can accommodate-
20 residents . 

Our three facilities are staffed by 70 trained, experienced and conscien
tious members of the community, dedicated to providing a high stan
dard of health care in a warm, respectful, understanding and safe en
vironment. 



The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. Wednesday, June 20, 1984-Page 15 

Wave o progress came in with new water 
In retrospect the year 1950 

appears to have been the water
shed when Alexandrians turned 
their backs on hard times and 
depression and set their sights on 
a brighter future akin to those 
good years at the tum of the 
century. 

That was the year town council 
emptied the mill pond, cleaned up 
its shoreline and returned water 
to an attractive new lake. With 
the draining of the pond, it 
seems, we drained away those 
pent-up miseries of unemploy
ment and depression. As water 
returned to the dam site it 
apparently brought a new spirit of 
optimism that put us on the road 
to prosperity. 

An important contributing fac
tor, no doubt, was the presence in 
our midst of new service clubs, 
the Kinsmen and the Richelieu, 
which set their first sights on a 
joint effort to develop a park and 
playground. With the new Legion 
branch and the older K of C, they 
provided a pool of young, active 
men to work with the elected 
council for betterment of the 
town. 

Prior councils had initiated 
plans for the Loch Garry water 
supply and a new town hall but it 
was this council of businessmen 
headed by R. J. Graham that 
would make them a reality. 

As the year opened Lanthier's 
bakery made its first move for 
expansion when it bought out the 
Lauzon bakery and added Hector 
Lauzon to the staff. Lanthier's 
was employing 20. 

Glengarry Motor Sales was 
appointed a sub-agent for Gen
eral Motors in April and Leo 
DesGroseilliers sold his general 
store adjoining the News office to 
Paul Emile Viau of Valleyfield in 

June. 
The mill pond was being 

drained in June and in early July 
the Menard dragline was clearing 
the shorelines and removing 
stumps and other debris. Bull
dozers were shaping our own road 
to the isle at Derby street, and 
providing a sandy beach for the 
promised park. Stoning bees were 
ridding the park area of its rocks 
and playground equipment was to 
be in place for the Labor Day park 
opening celebrations. 

A new Lochiel street sewer had 
been started in 1949 and it would 
extend along the eastern shore of 
the lake to rid the new water 
supply of sewage that formerly 
had found its way to the lake. A 
waterworks engineer had also 
been hired to prepare plans for a 
pumping station and filtration 
plant. 

First swimming and boating in 
the new lake took place Septem
ber 1st when 5,000 were present 
at the celebration that featured 
two bands and a parade. 

In October town council com
pleted purchase of the Chisholm 
Park property. The fr,mt lot would 
be sold to the PUC on which a 
Hydro building would be erected. 
It would be used by both PUC and 
council. Leo Lacombe was chair
man of the Commission. 

In early November, 1950, R.H. 
Cowan announced he was quit
ting the hardware business after 
41 years. John Malkin of Mont
real, would operate as Cowan's 
Hardware. Reg'd. 

After 53 years in business, the 
general store operated by Isaac 
Simon and later by George Simon 
was planning to close. The 
Brewers' Warehouse would move 
in. 

Carnation Milk 
An encouraging development 

came in April 1951 when officials 
of the Carnation Milk Company 
told of plans to build a condensery 
here . Confirmation came in July 
when it was announced erection 
of a Carnation plant would start 
shortly. Sod was turned in 
September on a Bishop street 
north site. 

The population of Alexandria 
had gained only six in the past ten 
years, from 2,175 in 1941 to 2,181 
in 1951 , but better days were 
promised. 

The Ontario Hydro Commission 
in July 1951 approved a $44,000 
tender for the new municipal 
building and John Chisholm 

Con !ruction won the contract. 
Several changes would be made 
in specifications before it was 
completed. A second storey was 
to be added. 

Glengarry Gardens was de
stroyed by fire in late January, 
1952, little more than four years 
after its erection. A smouldering 
cigarette was thought to have 
caused the fire. 

Official opening of the new 
Carnation plant came in February 
1952 when the first processing of 
Glengarry milk got underway. 
The coming of Carnation was to 
prove a milestone in Alexandria's 
industrial development. 

In May, 1952, Gerard Lefebvre 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
ALEXANDRIA 

Congratulations 
on 100 Years of Growth 

From Richard Lefebvre and Family 
and all the staff at 

LEFEBVRE'S 
Discount Foods 

64 Lochiel St., Alexandria 525-3501 

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
From 

Lise and Andre Lalonde 

Green Valley 
Swimming Pools Ltd. 

Green Valley 525-3743 

of Glengarry Transport was start
ing to extend his runs, with 
service between Cornwall and 
Hawkesbury. He had won a Class 
A Public Carriers' licence. A new 
trailer van had been added and 
the young company now had eight 
units. 

Cement block walls of a new 
Glengarry Gardens were rising in 
July to replace the arena burned 
down in January. Financing was 
proving a problem and another 
$10,000 was needed in addition to 
sums already pledged. 

A lot opposite the Armories had 
been chosen for the new high 
school and Dr. D. J . Dolan was 
named by the Board to take 
needed steps for the new school 
in July. 

Loch Garry water might be in 
use by year end. Tenders were 
called in September 1952 for the 
new filtration plant. The K of C 
rooms were again in use by the 
overcrowded High School and 
Alexandria Legion Branch held its 
first meeting in its new Elgin 
street clubhouse. It boasted 200 
members. 

Glengarry Motor Sales was 
appointed a local dealer in 
September. It had been a sub
agent. 

The contract for a new girls' 

school to be built opposite Sacred 
Heart Church was let in October 
1952. 

Financing of the new Garden::. 
remained a problem. Thirty 
thousand dollars was needed to 
complete the roof and instal
lations . Alex DaPrato loaned 
$20,000 and another $10,000 was 
loaned by five sportsmen: Lloyd 
McHugh , Wilfred Menard, Laur
ier Sabourin, Louis Shepherd and 
Rolland Cholette. 

Alexandria got a Police Com
mission in January 1953 when 
Judge Brennan, Magistrate Leo
pold Lalonde and Mayor Simon 
were named to the Commission. 

The Public Utilities building 
was occupied in late February 
when Peter A. Charlebois, clerk
treasurer, and his assistant Mar
guerite Seger, moved in. The 
two-storey building had been 
started in 1951 but had exper
ienced delays as a second storey 
was added to accommodate a 
court house. The PUC used the 
basement and offices and council 
chambers were on the first floor. 

Sod was turned in March for 
the new High School which would 

· boast eight classrooms, three 
science laboratories, workshop, 
library, gym and other facilities . 

Artificial ice 
The possibility of artificial ice 

in the new Gardens was being 
considered in March. 

First sod was turned in May for 
the filtration plant at the bottom 
of Gernish street. 

In July, Stedmans bought out 
Paul Viau's store and planned 
alterations for an opening in early 
1954. In December, Mr. Viau 
bought the Garry Theatre from J. 
L. Murphy who had opened it 12 
years earlier. J. P. Gallant would 
remain on as manager. 

Two new schools opened in 
September, the new Public School 
and Perpetual Help School for 
bilingual girls opposite Sacred 
Heart Church . A new Caisse 
Populaire had been started in 
August in that parish. Elie David 
was charter president. 

The new Gardens faced fore
closure October 1st because of 
debt and non-payment of mort
gage interest. Several meetings 
later, shareholders gave up their 
interest and complete control was 
turned over to a group of seven 
who would pay off the debts , 
spend another $30,000 finishing 

the arena and install artificial ice. 
The seven included: Lloyd Mc
Hugh, R. J. Graham, Alex 
DaPrato, Wilfred Menard, Mag
nus Lemay, Dr. D. J. Dolan and 
Louis Shepherd. 

The Kinsmen Club, facing age 
restrictions on membership, con
verted to a Lions Club in 
November 1953. Cornelius La
londe would be charter president 
and the new club would boast 36 
members. 

J . A. Sabourin closed out his 
butcher shop business in April 
J 954 and sold the building to his 
brother. Ovila. 

Rolland Cholette's Sash & Door 
Co. in May 1954 started produc
tion of a new line of interior doors 
in the fine new factory built on 
Lochiel street a year earlier. They 
now employed 17 and if an 
expected contract came through 
the staff could increase to 35 in 
weeks. The firm now owned 24 
lots on Lochiel street. Cholette 
started a lumber and building 
materials business six years 
earlier and a large warehouse was 

CONGRATULATIONS 
ALEXANDRIA 

On Your 

100th 

BIRTHDAY 
From Gerry and Rene Trottier 

and families and all the staff at ... 

TROTTIER BROS. ~ 
Farm Equipment Ltd. -

I 
Hwy. 43 Alexandria 525-3120 

Best Wishes 
On Your 

CENTENNIAL 
From 

The Management and Staff 
at 

DONAT 
BOISVENUE 

added as well as last year's 
cement block factory. 

The new Loch Garry water 
started gushing from taps in June 
1954. It had been tested and 

found good. Duncan Ritchie was 
in charge of the filtration plant 
with Eugene Leger and Stanley 
Bradley. Cost of the water supply 
was more than $170,000 to date. 

Peter J. Morris replaced Sam 
Macdonell, in May, 1935, as 
Clerk of the Second Division 
Court . Mr. Macdonald had held 
the post for 18 years. 

reeve, died at 85. He came here in 
1906 and was a scaler and lumber 
cruiser for Schell's.-Jerry Gag
nier of Marcoux & Gagnier, died 
Tuesday at 46. He starred at 
lacrosse, hockey and football. 

Names in The News 
P. A. Lefebvre brought in an 

engineer, Robert Morton from 
Chicago to advise on his projects, 
including Magic Gas in February, 
1936. 

G. W. Shepherd, station agent 
here from 1900 to 1935 died in 
July, 1939, at age 72.-J. G. 
Sabourin, long time back shop 
foreman at the News office also 
died. 

Hector Sauve had about com
pleted renovation of the former 
theatre on St. Paul street in May, 
1925. He was converting it into 
four apartments. 

J. A. C. Huot sold the old post 
office block to A. Lefebvre, 
manufacturer of Magic Gas, 
Washo, etc. 

A former reeve, Angus Mc
Donald, Elgin street, died in June 
1926. 

E. J. Dever was appointed 
Police Magistrate of Alexandria 
in February, 1927. 

Zotlque Clement purchased the 
south end grocery of George 
Bougie early in 1928. 

The public was invited, in 
March 1928, to visit Dan Ken
nedy's showroom to hear the 
latest creation, a Console Speak
er. built by Tom Dewhurst and 
Harry Peel. 

Miss D. Secours purchased the 
millinery business of Mrs. Belch
er in September 1928. 

James McPhee, at the time of 
his death the oldest resident born 
in Alexandria, died December 12, 
1928. He was born October 10, 
1844, in a small house on the 
south side of the Garry. 

John R. McDonald of St. 
Raphael's won the Violin Scottish 
Music championship in Alexand
er Hall in January 1929. 

Messrs. Bougie & Beauchamp 
opened a store in February 1929, 
opposite the post office. They will 
be agents for P. T. Legare Co. 

F. T. Costello was appointed 
judge of the United Counties in 
September 1929. Donald A. Mac
donald replaced him in the law 
office which now will be known as 
Macdonell & Macdonald. 

WiHlam Peacock, chief con
stable at Almonte, was returning 
to Alexandria , as manager of the 
grist mill, a post he held for 23 

years, reported the News in 
September, 1930. 

A silver tea service was pre
sented to Miss Alberta Wilson by 
the Public School board and 
friends in September 1931, on her 
retirement after 25 years as 
principal. 

William J. Perlard opened his 
general store in the new block 
south of the bridge in May, 1932. 

Sebastian Laporte will open a 
general store on the Alexandria 
Hotel premises, it was reported in 
April 1933. 

F. C. McRae, ag. rep., took 
possession of the new offices in 
the McIntosh block, in August, 
1934. 

J. A. McRae, registrar here for 
19 years , will be succeeded by 
Stephen O'Connor of Glen Rob
ertson, according to a report in 
November, 1934.-T. J. Gormley 
and Archie Danis have been 
appointed to succeed Myles 
Campbell and Paul DaPrato at the 
liquor store. 

Lewis Greenspon, formerly of 
Hawkesbury, opened his new 
store, Alexandria Outfitters, in D. 
E. Markson's store in March , 
1935. 

Donald A. McKay, M.A., prin
cipal of AHS for almost 40 years, 
was paid tributes in June, 1935, 
at a demonstration in Alexander 
Hall. 

WIJ!le J. Simpson retired trom 
business May l, 1936, ending a 
family mercantile line that went 
back to his father, John Simpson, 
in 1859. In 1893, after a partner
ship with his brother, J. 0. 
Simpson, in tailoring, gents' 
furnishings , china and other 
lines , WIiiie took over the store 
and J. O. joined the firm of John 
Simpson & Son. The new Simp
son block, built in 1900, had north 
end space for WIiiie who was 
noted for his fine show windows 
and the annual visits of Santa 
Claus to his store. 

Dr. M. Markson installed an 
x-ray in his office in April, 1936. 

John N. Gauthier died in 
February 1937 at 90. His father, 
Gabriel, was one of the first 
French Canadians to farm in 
Kenyon. 

Edmund A. MacGilllvray won 
over Joe St. Denis of Vankleek 
Hill, in October. 193 7, as the 
Hepburn Government was re
turned. 

Archie Danis was bade farewell 
in 1937, prior to his departure for 
Truxton, NY. 

M. C. Seger was appointed 
chief. of police, chief of the fire 
brigade, tax collector and relief 
investigator at $20 per week in 
February, 1938. 

Earl Leroux of Montreal, ar
rived in April, 1938, to manage 
the Dominion store. 

A prominent insurance agent, 
Francis Trottier died January 28, 
1938, at 83. He came from Ste. 
Marthe, Que., 58 years ago, to 
23-4th Lochiel, and to Alexandria 
26 years ago. 

Jos. Lalonde, tobacconist, pur
chased the block of buildings 
from the C.N. bank to Cowan's in 
July, 1938. He will have a 
warehouse and private garage. 
-Michael Fitzgerald, a former 

Dave Lalonde was appointed 
chief of the Fire Brigade in May, 
1940, succeeding z. J. Courville, 
who became deputy-chief.-Cyrll 
Bolsvenu has purchased the stock 
of Jean Trottier and moves to the 
Trottier store opposite the Fire 
Hall. 

J. A. Laurin retired from the 
mayor's chair in November, 1940. 
Dr. D. D. McIntosh heads a 
strong council with John David 
McPherson as reeve. 

Earl Leroux opened a fruit and 
grocery store in the Kerr block in 
March 1941. He had been man
ager of the Dominion store. 

Isaac Hope sold his house and 
garage at Main and Elgin streets 
to Alcide Lefebvre of Green 
Valley, in August, 1941. He is in 
the flour and feed business. 

Enlistment of Daniel Bedard, 
17, in the RCASC in November 
1941, means seven sons of an 
Alexandria couple, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Bedard, are on active 
service. Others are Alme, Ray
mond, Marcel, Robert, Gerald 
and Adalbert. 

Dorothy Dumbrllle's book of 
poetry, "We Come, We Come!" 
was published in November 1941. 
Cover illustration is by our local 
artist, Stuart McCormick. 

Pussy closed the store 
Unhappily there was no insurance against skunks and so the 

local !GA owner, Tom Gauthier, was out some $7,000 in spoiled 
groceries. 

It happened in November 1959. Possibly the store delivery 
truck ran over a skunk's tail and Mr. Polecat was put out. So was 
the store staff when the pussy struck back repeatedly and its 
fumes got into the store air conditioning. 

The gas attack occurred at opening time on a Friday and it 
took until Tuesday to air out the store and replace the smelly 
food. 

The Associated Pre;s carried the story and a Milwaukee 
paper report~d the whole downtown decamped. 

Congratulations 
and 

Best Wishes 
on the 

Centenaire 

ALEXANDRIA 
Centennial 

We are proud to have been serving 
the Town of Alexandria and 
surrounding area since 1953 

The management and staff of· 

CAISSE 
POPULAIRE 

ALEXANDRIA 
Limitee 

255 Main St. South 

• • 'l 

525-2141 
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Alexandria won a succession of new 
industries in a decade of steady growth 

The New Loch Garry water 
supply would require new ex
penditures and modifications in 
the years ahead but at least for 
the time being it was a big 
improvement on the previous 
supply. 

The Carnation plant was pro· 
viding much needed employment 
and other industries were to 
follow. 

The Josef Augstein Co. of New 
York, was brought here with 
some incentive, including help in 
building a plant. It began opera
tions in September 1955. 

One of Alexandria's oldest 
business operations, Ostrom's 
drug store changed hands in April 
when Frank McLeister left his 
drug business to take over the 
Ostrom operation that dated back 
to 1882. Ernest Ostrom was dying 
in hospital and Clarence would 
continue only his watch repair 
business. Wilfred McLeister 
would continue in the McLeister 
store. 

Rolland Cholette suffered heavy 
loss in May 1955 when his 
warehouse burned with loss est
imated at $80,000. 

The top floor of the Hub was 
being used by a needle work 
operation of Harry Flax in Oc
tober. 

IGA came to Alexandria in 1955 
when Cyril Boisvenu changed his 
grocery operation to an IGA 
supermarket. Mr. Boisvenu was 
to be taken ill shortly after. Minor 
hockey had also taken hold and 12 
teams were in operation in 1955. 

The 1956 town council was 
planning a 20-foot wide ditch 
through four miles of swampy 
land along the Garry . It would be 
dug before the ice went out and it 
was hoped the operation would 
free the water of decayed veget
able matter. 

In May, the Johnstown area 
saw some 200 lots freed, by the 
Ontario Supreme Court, of No 

Sale restrictions that had been 
imposed for a 999-year period in 
the will of Father John McDon
ald . Lessees would now be free to 
purchase land they had occupied 
for years. 

The new High School got a 
greenhouse for year-round botany 
in April and Sacred Heart Church 
had earlier acquired a new pipe 
organ. 

One of the first mobile home 
trailers in the area had been 
acquired by John Proulx for 
weekend touring. 

As 1957 opened, our town was 
short on doctors. Dr. Markson 
was in hospital and Dr . D. J. 
Dolan was a busy man, with help 
only from Dr. Baker. The arrival 
of Dr. Morel would ease the 
pressure on Dolan. 

Clubt'ooms at the Curling Club 
had been renovated and it was 
expected the ladies would be 
active in future years. Magnus 
Lemay sold the Ottawa Hotel to 
Art Contant of Cornwall. Lauzon 
Bros., Alex and Albert, had 
moved their plumbing and tin
smithing shop to the Mill Square 
and Stedmans store was changing 
to self-service. John Chisholm 
was incorporating his construc
tion business as an Alexandria 
firm. 

The Board of Trade was 
planning a move to house numb
ering in early 1957 and the Fuel 
Board at Toronto had cleared the 
way for natural gas service in 
town. The first homes were being 
built on the A. G. F. Macdonald 
property. 

Glengarry Transport was ex
panding its garage and ware
house on Main street north. 

Donald A. Macdonald, KC, had 
died in December and his part
ner, Gabriel G. Aubry took over 
the law practise as 1958 opened. 
Mr. Aubry was named first 
chairman of the high school 
board. 

Artificial ice 
An avid curler, Jos. Filion was 

selling shares in the Curling Club 
of which he was president. He 
wanted to install artificial ice. 
-Alexandria boasted a Park 
Avenue as residents began so 
calling their unfinished street by 
the park. 

fire brigade got its new Ford fire 
truck in August. 

Martin Clement was proposing 
to extend Victoria street , west of 
Main, to open up a large potential 
housing development, in July 
1959. George Lefebvre opened his 
Groceteria in remodelled prem
ises on Lochiel street in July. 
Reeve of Alexandria, Mr. Le
febvre died in September, shortly 
after opening his Foodarama. 

Big news came in April, 1958, 
when the Carnation Company 
started a $210,000 addition that 
would triple the plant's size. The 

Tapis 

CONGRATULATIONS 

ALEXANDRIA 
On Your 

CENTENNIAL 
From the management and staff at 
Alexandria's Home Decor Centre 

RICHARD RANGER 
Carpet Inc. 

400 Main St., North Alexandria 525-2836 

CONGRATULATIONS 

ALEXANDRIA 
On Your 

CENTENNIAL 
From the management and staff at 

GLEN GARRY 
FEEDS LIMITED 

4 Linsley St. , Alexandria 
525-3675 
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Brown Shoe moves in 
The Josef Augstein company 

moved to Montreal in early 
December and was replaced at 
the local plant by the Brown Shoe 
Company. 

Local service clubs named a 
joint committee to make plans for 
a hospital here. It was headed by 
Angus R. MacDonell, a repre
sentative of the Legion Branch. 
At a later meeting, Dr. Dolan 
spoke strongly of the need for a 
hospital as he described the 
plight of doctors here over the 
years. 

Glengarry Transport was plan
ning a depot at Hawkesbury in 
July 1960 and was using teletype 
to keep in touch with its expand
ing business. A Toronto run was 
inaugurated later that month . 

Production at the Brown Shoe 
plant was up to 1,000 pairs a day. 
Four local men were learning to 
fly and there were plans for a 
flying club and airfield here. A 
flying club was formed in 1960 
when the first plane was bought. 

The Carnation plant was get
ting another 120x44 foot addition 
to its north and west walls in 
September, as well as a rail 
siding. 

Glengarry District High School 
was to get its first addition and 
plans were predicated on an 
enrolment of 560 pupils by 1965. 

There were plans to double the 
floor space at Lanthier's Bakery, 
the work to start in late summer 
of 1961. New equipment was to be 
added and new routes were being 
planned. 

Now licensed, the Legion club
rooms were to get a plaque 
containing names of Glengarrians 
who fell in two world wars. 

There were plans for sewage 
lagoons east of Alexandria and 
Mayor Simon was meeting with 
government officials. Also plan
ned east of Alexandria was a new 
golf club on the McCormick 
properties. Eugene Macdonald 
was selling shares in the venture 
and play would get underway in 
late June. 

Plans for a hospital were also 
progressing. Mayor Simon head
ed a Building Committee: G. G. 
Aubry the Provisional Comminee 
and Elie David, a Campaign 
Committee, in May 1961. The 
Lions would take over the July 1 
celebration , previous Iv organized 

by the Board of Trade. 
A lakefront site for the hospital 

was chosen in July. It would rise 
on the Al Malcomson farm . 

The 1961 census showed Alex
andria's population at 2,560. 

Three firemen required resus
citation while fighting a $25,000 
fire in a grocery store and 
apartments of Rene Valade on the 
Armouries Hill. 

The Glen Sportswear plant was 
re-opening in January 1962, with 
Laurier Quenneville in charge. 
Brown Shoe Company won a 
Defense Dept. contract for 4,000 
pairs of Navy boots and R. J. 
Graham was to· spell Alex Da
Prato in managing the Gardens. 
J. P. Touchette was head of a 
revived Board of Trade. 

Glengarry Transport now had 
35 units on the road, including 
large vans on the Toronto run. 
Jos. Dore's death came as a 
shock. He died in March, 1962, 
when a cellar stair door fell on 
him in his store. 

Bruno Massie was planning a 
new mill and warehouse on Main 
street south after 16 years in the 
feed business . 

The playground area of the 
park was to have a softball 
diamond and Brown Shoe produc
tion was up to 1.300 pairs a day. 
Ulric Lalonde was recognized for 
his 60 years in business as a 
harness maker. He had taken 
over from Emerie Leger. 

Tenders were called for the 
sewage lagoons in .October 1962 
and the expanded Lanthier plant 
was blessed by the bishop after 13 
months of renovations . The plant 
had doubled in size. 

J. P. Touchette purchased land 
in the Kincardine and Main street 
area for a 10,000 square foot !GA. 
Production was at a peak at 
Alexandria Sash & Door and an 
addition was under construction. 
Rene Menard of Lochiel, was 
buitding a $45,000 Bowl-O-Drome 
in July, 1963, and Donatien 
Theoret was to open a Drive-In 
Theatre in the Spring of 1964. 

The new sewage lagoons were 
formally opened on November 7, 
1963. 

J. P. Touchette and Remi 
Poirier started construction of l 0 
bungalows in a new subdivision 
west of the Sinclair street exten
sion, southwest of the Curling 
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Rink. 
Contract for the new hospital 

was let in late November 1963 to 
M. Sullivan & Son of Arnprior. A 
start would be made in two weeks 
on the 40-bed hospital. 

Edeas Choquette's hockey stick 
plant was destroyed by fire in 
December, 1963 and Alexandria 
Sash & Door was hit in February 
1964, nine years following anoth
er big fire ind 1955. 
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High school addition 

IGA store opened 
High school expansion increas

ed to one million dollar cost in 
October 1966. Planning was for · 
1, LOO students and there would 
be 18 new rooms, seven class
rooms, cafeteria, auditorium, four 
shops, two commercial rooms, 
home economics and agricultural 
lab, a L0,000 volume library and 
staffroom. Construction was to 
start in the Spring. 

Kenyon in late October 1968. 
-Mel McRae opened his new 
Canadian Tire store with a 
two-bay garage, November 13. J. 
P. Touchette was elected mayor 
for the first time. 

Touchette brothers opened their 
new IGA in April 1964. Consol
idated Textiles picked a site for its 
Square C Textile plant. Glengarry 
Transport was operating in Dor
ion and Valleyfield by April 1964. 

G. G. Aubry chaired sod
turning ceremonies on the hos
pital site with representatives of 
the four township councils par
ticipating. April 24. 1964. Cam
paign was on to raise $60,000 by 
public subscription of new cost at 
$710,516. The Lions were giving 
$15,000. 

A Dairy Queen was to be built 
here with the Pelley brothers of 
Lancaster as proprietors and sod 
was turned on a two million dollar 
plant for Square C Textiles in 
June l 964. George Shepherd was 
building a motel on Main street 
north. It would be the second 
motel, Ronald Macdonald having 
opened the Glen Motel pre
viously. 

J. P. Touchette was asked to 
report on the feasibility of an 
arena and library as a centennial 
project. 

The Department of Public 
Works was getting rid of armories 
and the town had an option on 
purchase of the local drill hall. 

Touchette and Poirier started 
erection in January 1965 of an 
apartment building on Kincardine 
street. Hotels were planning 
additions as Alexandria voted in 
favor of liquor lounges. 

Square C Textiles plant was 
opened in February 1965 and was 
described as the most modern 
weaving and dyeing operation in 
North America . It was to employ 
20 by year-end. 

More than a thousand attended 
the opening of the hospital in May 
1965 and toured the facility. Eric 
Gale was the first administrator 
and staff had been hired. 

Martin Clement purchased a 
two-acre plot from Elie David. He 
planned a housing development 
on Main street south with shop
ping centre. 

Interior of Sacred Heart Church 
was altered in July 1965, in line 
with Vatican Council recom
mendations. 

With 82 units now in its fleet, 
Glengarry Transport decided to 
add a 52x82 maintenance garage 
to its plant south of town while 
retaining the Armouries Hill 

garage. 
The Brewers' Warehouse store 

was moving to its present site on 
Main street north in September 
1965. Town council was in a 
buying mood, taking the Arm
ories building at $17,500 and 
property at Loch Garry at $20,000 
for a control dam. 

The Glengarry News block had 
been free of fire since its erection 
in 1897, but the north half was 
destroyed in February 1966, when 
the Stedmans store was hit by 
fire. A firewall saved the News' 
half but water and smoke did a lot 
of damage. Staff members and 
friends removed the newspaper 
files to safety and we used the 
Lalonde block across Main until 
the office was restored. 

More than a hundred attended 
a meeting to plan for a school for 
the mentally retarded in March 
1966. Angus R. MacDonell chair
ed the meeting. 

Euclide St. Denis was in a 
discount business on Mill Square. 
Construction started in June on 
the new Stedmans store on the 
former Jim McPhee property, 
Main street. 

The old mill building was put 
up for sale by the Farmers Co-Op. 
They planned to build a bulk 
fertilizer plant on Main street 
south and start construction that 
week. 

The Lanthier bakery was back 
in production in early September 
after heavy smoke and water loss 
on August 25th. A fire in the 
cellar brought a $40,000 loss. 

Contract for the control dam at 
Loch Garry was let October 4, 
1966 at $40,740. The 600 ft. 
earth-filled dam would have 
a concrete spillway. Six thousand 
fee t of drainage ditch would be 
excavated and the channel would 
be cleaned after freeze-up . 

The new Stedmans store open
ed in October 1966. Raymond 
Gauthier is manager. Alexandria 
was getting its first storm sewers 
at that time. 
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Dial service started here Nov
ember 20 with a call from Mayor 
Periard to the News editor. 
Twenty local operators were 
retired or transferred . 

The charter night banquet of 
the Glengarry Association for the 
Mentally Retarded was held in 
late October. Thirty children were 
to attend school. 

A new Post Office would rise on 
the grounds that had served as a 
tennis court for 40 years. The 
grounds were purchased by the 
Government in February 1967. 

There were plans in March to 
double the filtration beds. Water 
consumption exceeded the cur
rent capacity by 20 per cent . 

Now called Fashion Promo
tions , the plant in the Armouries 
building was to have a large 
'addition in May 1967. Also to 
have a larger addition than 
planned was the High School. It 
would now cost $1. 7 million and 
would have more accommodation , 
for 1,250 students . 

Town council and the arena 
owners had been disagreeing for 
half the year on a purchase price 
and an appraiser had been called 
in. Council finally agreed to 
purchase in September and would 
bring in John Chornaboy, 30, to 
manage sports at the Gardens. 

Our parking meters had taken 
pennies to date , but would 
swallow nickels as of October 
1967. 

Glengarry Gardens was official
ly under town control as it opened 
in January 1968. That probably 
had nothing to do with a break-in 
at the arena in February that 
netted a thousand dollar loss. 
Council gave first reading to a bill 
creating the Industrial Park in 
May. 1968. 

The Brown Shoe Co. would 
double its existing production 
adding 100 to 150 to its staff over 
the next 18 months, M. R. Braid, 
plant manager announced, Aug
ust 15th. No enlargement of the 
present plant would be required. 
Ed Phillips was to be new 
superintendent . 

Sauve Real Estate moved into 
the Glengarry block at Main and 

A forgivable loan from the 
Ontario Development Council was 
to help finance an 8,800 sq. ft . 
addition to Alexandria Sash & 
Door and more modern wood
working machines would be add
ed. Construction was to start in 
Spring of 1969.-The hospital 
now had candy stripers, it was 
reported in December. 

A re-organization of the staff at 
the Carnation Company in Feb
ruary, 1969, would permit a 
seven-day week work schedule. 

The Liberal Government an
nounced plans for a new Post 
Office for our town. 

Town council announced out
lays of half a million dollars would 
double the filtration capacity. 

The SD&G Separate School 
Board had plans for a bilingual 
junior high school here, to serve 
400 senior area students.-Hope · 
& Touchette purchased the Glen
garry Motors business from R. J . 
Graham. 

Alexandria Sash & Door open
ed its new faci lities that would 
require ten more employees. A 
drying kiln, " Return-Air" system 
to free the plant of dust and 
shavings were features in October 
1969. 

The people 
at city hall 

In this centennial year the 
corporation of the Town of 
Alexandria has as senior s taff: 

Town Clerk-Don Collin 
Deputy Clerk and Treasurer

Leo Poirier 
Assistant Treasurer-Lise Tail

lefer 
Roads Superintendent-Jean 

Guy Levert 
PUC General Manager-Laur

ent Poirier 
Electric Foreman- Renald Lau

zon 
Filtration Plant Manager

Ubald Poirier 
Police Chief-Norm Mailhot 
Recreation Director- Michel 

Depratto 

HAPPY 
CENTENNIAL 

CONGRATULATIONS ALEXANDRIA 

Brown Shoe has been a part of Alexandria for 24 years 
and we have enjoyed the warmth and community spirit 
that the citizens of Alexandria have in such abundance. 

It gives us great pleasure to have the opportunity to 
extend our heartfelt best wishes to the Town of Alexan
dria and all its citizens on this happy occasion. 
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BIRTHDAY 
ALEXANDRIA 

From the management and staff of 

BROWN SHOE COMPANY (of CANADA) LTD. 
173 Kenyon St. , West Alexandria 525-3775 

' I 

_ _J 



The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 

Alexandria was headquarters for 
Ontario 's first rural health unit 

Diphtheria, smallpox and scar
let fever were dread diseases in 
early Glengarry, as was tubercu
losis that reached its peak here in 
the depression '30's . 

In July 1894, we read of five or 
six deaths from scarlet fever in 
Alexandria and area in the last 
four months. This is a shameful 
waste of life and largely due to 
inefficiency, the editor suggest
ed. Board of Health , it seems, 
exists in name only. 

In June 1896 it was reported , 
"Local schools were closed for 
several weeks owing to an 
outbreak of diphtheria, but Dr. D. 
D. McDohald, medical health 
officer, has announced the recent 
epidemic has been wiped out and 
the town is again free from the 
dread disease. 

Smallpox is prevalent in Ontar
io and Quebec, The News report
ed in February 1899. Council 
gives notice that all residents 
must be able to produce a 
certificate of vaccination within 
seven davs. 

In May 1901, it was reported 
that a case of smallpox was 
discovered here Saturday and 
there are two suspected cases. 
Night and day a guard is kept on 
the houses quarantined and a 
building has been erected on the 
Island for those quarantined. 
Council has also made vaccination 
compulsory. 

ln time, treatments were dis
covered for these diseases and 
they were practically wiped out, 
but in March 1918 it was reported 
that "a case of smallpox now 
exists in town and Mayor Simon 
has issued a proclamation order
ing vaccination for all residents ." 

The three Alexandria schools 
closed for eight days in October 
1918 because influenza was pre
valent. But worse was yet to 
come. 

One week later the Board of 
Health ordered closed "an· places 
of public gathering, including 
schools, theatres, dances, etc., 
due to the prevalence of influen-
za.'' 

World War One was drawing to 
a close in October 1918 when 
epidemic influenza struck the 
Western world . Alexandria and 
Glengarry fell victim as did the 
rest of Canada. 

On October 21st, The News 

HERE FIFTY YEARS-Dr. 
D. J. Dolan came here from 
Pakenham in 1921 and he was 
in practice for more than a 
half century until his retire
ment in 1974. 

reported that the ' flu had taken 
the lives of a dozen town and area 
residents. There was a large 
death toll from the 'flu this week, 
the Nov. 1st issue informed, "but 
doctors think it has reached its 
peak. Schools are to re-open 
November 11. " That "day, as it 
happened, was Armistice Day 
and students were celebrating 
with their elders . 

A report by Dr. J. T. Hope, 
medical officer of health, on 
December 9, estimated about 60 
per cent of the population of 
Alexandria had suffered influen
za . Twent:,i-one citizens had died 
in the epidemic. 

A Health Week was held in 
August 1924 for the county. 
Several specialists came here in 
the period August 11 to 15 to give 
physicial examinations and do 
minor operations. All treatments 
were free. Twenty-six beds were 
set up in St. Margaret's Convent 
for nose and throat operations. 
One hundred were going through 
examinations each day. 

"Ontario's first rural health 
unit has been formed to work in 
Stormont, Glengarry, Prescott 
and Russell." it was reported in 

Names in The News 
Myles Campbell and Ernest 

Leblanc took charge of the liquor 
store in February, 1944 from T. J. 
Gormley and W. Gibeau who 
were there 10 years. Mr. Camp• 
bell was in the store from 1927 to 
1934. 

Members of the local Bell 
Telephone exchange were made 
permanent employees of the 
Company in February, 1944. 
Clarence Ostrom remained local 
Agent; Miss Bertha McDonald 
became Chief Operator. Others 
on staff- Mrs. Edith Gormley, 
Miss Alma Beauchamp, Miss 
Pauline Massie and Mrs. Ursula 
Kolada. Theresa Beauchamp was 
transferred to Ottawa. 

Angus P. McDonald, road 
comm1ss1oner , was taking a 
course of baths at the health 
resort, Eastman's Springs, in 
September, 1944. 

Severely wounded in the battle 
for Caen, in the Normandy 
campaign, Pte. James A. Mc
Donald of Alexandria , in October, 
1944, was in hospital at Toronto . 
He had suffered the loss of both 
hands and his left leg. He went 
overseas with the SD&G High
landers. 

Joe Lalonde ended 41 years 
continuous service as a barber, 
here, at the end of J anuary, 1945. 
LAC Gerald McDonald of the 
RCAF was to take possession 
February 1st, following his dis
charge. Mr. Lalonde was to 
devote his time to his tobacco 
wholesaling bus iness. Gerald was 
a barber at Martintown prior to 
service overseas and he was to 
return to his home town. 

Adrien Charlebois of Maple 
Leaf Dairy bought the land south 
of Elie David's feed warehouse in 
May, 1945, and was to erect a 
modern dairy and milk bar. 

Edmund A MacGlllivray of this 
town was elected Liberal member 
of the Legislature in June, 1945, 
for the third time.-Dr. D. J. 
Dolan and family were occupying 
a cottage at Lancaster for a few 
weeks. 

Adelard Lapierre resigned as 
road foreman in August 1945. 
Dan Lajoie was to replace La
pierre who held the post for nine 
years. 

Alex McDonald, who was with 

the Provincial Police at Mimico, 
arrived in August, 1945, to take 
over the business of Shirley's 
Restaurant from his brother, J. J. 
MacDonald. The latter planned to 
expand to Cornwall. 

George W. Shepherd, CNR 
agent here for the past 35 years, 
was superannuated in October 
1945. A. H. Johnston succeeded 
him. 

Alexandria's reeve, John D. 
McPherson, was acclaimed as 
Warden of the United Counties in 
January, 1946. 

The Atlantic Hotel, not in 
operation for some years, was 
re-licensed to Arthur Laporte, in 
February , 1946. 

Lloyd McHugh of Pendleton, in 
May , 1946, was arranging pur
chase of the Hub restaurant from 
R. J. Graham. 

David L. Lalonde in October 
1946 accepted t he charter of 
Legion Branch No. 423, here. 

The death of Jos. Choquette in 
a traffic accident at Montreal in 
November, 1946, caused a temp
orary shutdown of his hockey 
stick plant here. Three others 
were injured. 

Magnus Lemay and family 
arrived from Montreal to take 
over the Ottawa Hotel , purchased 
from the Rouleau family in 
December, 1947.- Major Angus 
A. McDonald was appointed to 
succeed the late John David 
McPherson as reeve. 

Bruno Brunet was named chair
man of the Public Utilities 
Commission in January 1948. 

E. Libbos, shoemaker at Main 
and St. Paul, marked SO years in 
business in May. His son, Jack 
Libbos, later operated the shop. 

Angus H. McDonell of Ottawa, 
was appointed the first convener 
of minor hockey for Alexandria, 
by the CAHA in 1948. He is 
charged with organizing divisions 
for bantams, midgets and juv
eniles. 

Arnold Weir was named chair
man of the PUC in January 1949. 

Meloche & Sabourin in Novem
ber 1949 purchased the slaughter 
house from J. A. Roussin. 

mid-December 1934. The Rocke
feller Foundation had donated 
a $33,000 grant for use over the 
next five years. An administrative 
officer and five nurses will 
conduct this experiment in public 
health study. 
The News of January 19, 1935, 

reported that Dr . W. J . Bell, 
Deputy Minister of Health for 
Ontario, accompanied by Dr. 
Murray Thomson, arrived Tues
day to organize and put in 
operation the new Health Unit 
which will cover four counties. 
Dr. Thomson will be in charge 
and will make Alexandria his 
headquarters. 

Organization of Provincial 
Health Unit No. 1 is well under 
way, it was reported February 16, 
1935. The Knights of Columbus 
Hall is now undergoing alterat
ions for use as headquarters and 
Miss Murial V. Lowry of Ottawa 
has joined the staff as Supervisor 
of Nursing. 

Meanwhile. St. Lawrence San
atarium had been erected at Glen 
Walter in 1937 to aid in the fight 
against tuberculosis. It had been 
discovered that t .b. was rife in 
a rea dairy herds and so a 
two-pronged battle for clean milk 
was under way. A t.b. restricted 
area for cattle was set up in 
1929-30 and all dairy herds were 
culled of infected animals. As 
well, all milk destined for human 
consumption had to be pasteuriz
ed . These measures, coupled with 
medical advances in the fight 
against the disease, in time 
cleared up tuberculosis in this 
area. St. Lawrence Sanatarium in 
the course of time lacked patients 
and its accommodations in recent 
years were in use for the elderly 
and overflow patients from the 
Brockville asylum, its name 
changed to the St. Lawrence 
Estate. 

In February 1940 the five-year 
trial period for the Eastern 
Ontario Health Unit was complet
ed and no further grants were 
available from the Rockefeller 
Foundation . Counties Council de
cided to establish, with provincial 
govern ment help , a Counties 
Health Unit. It went into opera
tion April 1st at Cornwall and 
involved a move from Alexandria 
to Cornwall of Dr. Murray G. 
Thomson , George Burn , Miss 
Lowry. Miss Marjory Rutherford 
and Jack Jamieson. 

Angus R. MacDonell honored 
at dinner in High School on his 
ret irement. Came here in 1944 
and introduced shopwork to the 
curriculum . It is now called the 
Industrial Arts program. 

The first Alexandria youth to 
die in action in World War II, 
Wireless Air Gunner Bernard 
MacDoneU, 23, was killed on the 
night of June 24, 1942. His father 
is Piper Angus G. MacDonell of 
the 48th Highlanders, Toronto. 

Western Tire was re-opening in 
October 1976, with Cyril Marshall 
as owner. 

Six male members of the 
Lemieux family took part in the 
Seaway Valley bridge tournament 
at Cornwall . Roger and Maurice 
won the men 's honors. 

In bowling since 1964 and 
Alexandria Building Supplies 
since 1970, Rene Menard sold to 
his sons in August 1977. 

J. P. Touchette took over the 
mayor 's chair from Bruno Massie 
in November 1978 ballotting. 
Rhea] Lefebvre was elected 
reeve, a post once held by his 
father, the late George Lefebvre. 

James Y. Humphries was re
cognized on his retirement from 
the position of Ag. Rep., a post he 
had filled since 1948. Glen Smith 
succeeds him as Agricultu ral 
Representative. 

First woman to serve on town 
council , Deputy-Reeve Florence 
Villeneuve died of a heart attack 
in late August. 

Laurent Crevier sold his school 
bus business as the 1979 school 
year opened. 

Area representative on the 
County Board of Education, Luc
ien Chenier quit FLAC, the 
French ai:lvisory committee, " be
cause its decisions were not 
public enough ." He later was 
e lected chairman of the Board. 

Ron Masson had plans in 
August 1980 to consolidate his 
insurance operations in a new 
building on St . George street. 

Nora McRae , Justice of the 
Peace, was feted in October 
1982, for 25 years court service'. 

Marc Lalonde, owner of Alex
andria IGA, honored by Grocers. 

Dr. D. J. Dolan was retiring 
from his practice in October 1974 
at age 82 after se rvice beyond the 
call of duty since 1921. Service 

A LIVING MEMORIAL-Glengarry 
Memorial Hospital was dedicated to 
Glengarry's dead in two world wars. It was 

built in 1965 and a substantial addition was 
erected ten years later. The present Ad
ministrator is Jerry Adams. 

Our first dental practitioner 
Dr. Lyon came here in 1897 

A res ident dental physician was 
a much felt lack in this town until 
1897 when Dr. V.H. Lyon of 
Ottawa came here. He returned to 
the capital one year later. 

He was followed by Dr . S. F. D. 
Reid , who remained for four 
years, until his death in 1901. In 
May 1902, Dr . J . A. Garland, a 
graduate of the Chicago and 
Toronto Dental Colleges, opened 
an office here. His death occurred 
in September 1908 during the 
typhoid epidemic. Dr. W . L. 
Chalmers came in October. Ten 
years later Dr. Chalmers left to 
take a postgraduate course and 
later joined the staff of the 
Toronto Dental College. He sold 
his practice to Dr. R. J. McCallum 
of Apple Hill . 

Coincident with Dr. Chalmers ' 
coming to Alexandria in 1908, Dr . 
H. L. Cheney of Vankleek Hill had 
purchased the practice of the 
late Dr. Garland. He, with Dr. 
McCallum, was to play a long and 
useful role in the community unti l 
leaving in I 942 to join the Army 
Dental Corps in World War II. 

A native of Greenfield , Dr. D. 
D. McIntosh set up a dental 
pract ice here in 1922 and he was 
to serve as mayor and in many 
other capacities over a long 
period, until his death in 1960. 
Dr . B. J . Rouleau, a son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Euclide Rouleau of the 
Ottawa Hotel, also graduated in 
dentistry in 1922. He practised 

clubs presented him with a key to 
the city . 

Laurent Crevier purchased six 
school buses fro m Shepherd 
Motors and will take over the 
routes to put his fleet at 33. Gary 
Shepherd retains only two Laggan 
School buses. 

Duncan Macdonell in June 
1975 was planning expansion of 
the Atlantic Hotel. He a lso owns 
the Glen motel. 

In the feed bus iness for some 
fifty years , Elie David sold out in 
May to Jacques Lalonde of 
Alfred , a brother of IGA's Marc 
Lalonde. In June, Adrien Filion 
sold his insurance business to 
Masson Insurance. He would 
work part-t ime for Ron Masson. 

The handsome bishop's palace 
was sold by the diocese in July to 
Community Nursing Homes. It 
would be converted to residential 
apartments. 

Real Gauthier's mobile home 
park, south of Alexandria now has 
26 units . 

Sebastian Laporte, still fit, 
retired at 80 from his mercantile 
pursuits . 

The Alexandria Hotel opened 
December 6, 1942, under the new 
management of John Mclachlan. 
A lunch counter was to be 
operated by the hote l. 

When J. Hector Sauve gave up 
the carting business in December 
1942, it ended the Sauve connect
ion with carting here, that started 
in 1885. Mr. Sauve was to clerk at 
Chenier's. Dan Lajoie purchased 
the Sauve equipment. 

Monday's election (in January 
1896) saw the defeat of Reeve 
Duncan A. Macdonald, post
master, by D. A. McArthur. Four 
councillors were elected: D. A. 
MacPhee, A. D. McDonell, A. D. 
MacGillivray and Alex Lalonde. 
- H. Aubry was converting the 
former butcher shop of Charles 
McDonald in the southern end of 
town into a first-class laundry. -
John McLeister of Fergus, Ont., 
but latterly of Buffalo, N.Y., 
planned to open a drug store in 
the St. Lawre nce block. 

HAPPY 
CENTENNIAL 

here for a number of years before 
moving to Cornwall. 

A native of Maxville, Dr. 
Bernard Villeneuve took up the 
practice of dentistry here follow
ing World War II and was active 
in Legion and community affairs 
until his death in 1971. 

Dr. D. D. MacDonald . a native 

of Greenfield, also practised here 
for several years in .the 60's , in 
the later years of his life. 

Practising dentistry in Alexan
dria at present are Dr. J. H. A. 
Senecal, who came in 1972, Dr. 
Andre Cuerrier, here since 1967, 
and Dr. Joseph Richard Roy, in 
town since 1982. 

Hotel man ueterinarian 
There probably were veterinar

ians here in olden days but the 
~~rliest we have found trace of, 
who resided in Alexandria, was 
A. L. McKay, proprietor of the 
Atlantic Hotel. After operating 
the hostelry for 18 months, he had 
bought it from the estate of 
Patrick Purcell. Mr. McKay sold 
the hotel in 1900 to Adelard 
Gagnier and was to continue as a 
veterinary surgeon . He had rent
ed the Driving Park for the 
training of horses at that time. 

Sandy McKay and Tom Stur
rock operated under the name of 
McKay & Sturrock at the turn of 
the century . Henry Conroy and 
Isaac Laurin were also active at 
that time. 

In 1907, Dr. Kenneth Bellamy, 
veterinary surgeon, came from 
Brockville to set up a practice 
here. He went to Ottawa in 1922. 

Dr. A. W. McLeod of Dalkeith 
opened an office here in the 
"mid-20's and practised until 
shortly before his death in 1950. 

Dr. D. A. MacMaster was also 
a practising veterinarian here 
from the 20's until he died in 
1963. 

Dr. H. K. Abbey of Lancaster 
had an office in The Glengarry 
News building for a few years in 
the 60's. 

No veterinarians are resident in 
Alexandria at this time, but Dr . 
Marcel Lalonde and Dr. Janet 
Lalonde conduct the Alexandria 
Veterinary Clinic on the Glen 
Robertson road , five miles east of 
town. 
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BEST WISHES 
to all during 

ALEXANDRIA'S 
CENTENNIAL 
We 're proud to have been a part of 
A lexandria's Business Community 

for the past 18 years 

Euclide, Claudette, Natalie, 
Dominic and Stephanie St. Denis 

Tabagie 

ST. DENIS 
Newsstand 

1 Main St. , North Alexandria 525-2107 

Congratulations 
ALEXANDRIA 

On Your 

JOUh 
Birthday 

Fleuriste 

ALEXANDRIA 
13 Main St. 

Florist 
Tel. 525-3852 
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First doctor in 1842 
The first physician to practise 

in the village was Dr. James 
Simpson, who came here in 1842. 
He and his wife had come to 
Canada in 1833 and after his 
arrival in Alexandria they built a 
home at the corner of Kenyon and 
Ottawa Streets. He died in 1884 
and a son , John Simpson, became 
a prosperous merchant here, built 
a block and later served as 
Registrar . 

Dr. McDougald was the next 
resident doctor. He came in 1849 
and his office was on the site of 
the Royal Bank building. One 
year later Dr. John B. McGee, a 
graduate of an Irish university, 
came to Alexandria. He left three 
years later, making room for Dr . 
Colin McDonald, who practised 
here until his death in 1864. 

Hon. Senator Donald McMillan 
took over on Dr. McDonald' s 
death. Other medical men of that 
period were Dr. Napoleon Leclair , 
Dr. James Blacklock and Dr . 
Falkner , a ll of whom practised 
here several years. 

A native of North Lancaster, 
Dr. Leclair was probably the first 
French-speaking doctor in Glen
garry. He graduated from McGill 
in 1861' and located here. He and 
Dr. Blacklock were members of 
the first High School Board 
established here in 1863. 

Early in the 80's , Dr. Paul 
Cameron opened a practice, but 
illness forced him to leave for a 
milder climate in 1887. Dr. 
Alexander Chisholm, a brother of 
the late Peter and Valentine G. 
Chisholm , followed his profession 
for a short period, but he, too, 
was in poor health and he died in 
1882. 

Dr. A. McK. Cattanach was 
here for a short time before going 
to Michigan and Dr. Archie L. 
Macdonald opened his practice in 
1887. Other con tern poraries of 
Dr. Archie L. were Dr. D. L. 
McMillan, who died in 1888, Dr. 
R. A. Westley, who later left for 
Montreal, and Dr. P. A. Macdon
ald who went to Penetanquishene 
aid who went to Penetanguishene 
son of " Allan the Wheelwright" 
of Alexandria, and was known as 
"Dr. Pat". 

At the turn of the century 
tending the sick here with Dr. 
Archie L. were Dr. Kenneth 
McLennan, Dr. D. D. McDonald 
and Dr. J. T . Hope, all graduates 
of McGill. Dr. Archie L. went 
West in 1910 and he died at his 
home in Glen Donald in 1945. Dr. 
McLennan went to Edmonton in 
1914. Dr. D. D. died here in 1927 
after practising since 1889. Dr. 
Hope had come here from his 
native Glen Robertson in 1903 

and h is death occurred in 1931. 
Dr. J . H. Munro of Maxville 

came in 1910 for a brief stay here. 
Dr. George Monfette of Montreal 
came in 1916 and left for Par is in 
1924 for further study. Dr. 
Eugene Charbonneau of Montreal 
took over his practice. 

Dr. J. G. Gormley of Crys ler 
opened a practice in 1917 but 
stayed only a few years. Dr. A. L. 
Raymond was also in practice 
here and his office in the Simpson 
block was taken in July 1920 by 
Dr. W. V. Sargent of Montreal. 

The year 1921 brought two 
young doctors who would give 
yeoman service over long periods 
of years . Dr. D. J. Dolan came 
from Pakenham in August to open 
a practice that would last more 
than a half century, until 1974. 
One month after his arrival, Dr. 
Moses Markson hung up his 
sh ingle in a Main Street office 
built for him by his father, 
Abraham Markson of the " Stone 
Store" . 

Dr. George Bouvier came in the 
mid-30 's and Dr . Bertram Pri
meau in 1935. He served nine 
years before leaving in late 1944 
to take a course in pediatrics . His 
practice was taken by Dr. Gerard 
Latour of Ottawa, who came here 
in early 1945. 

Dr. J. Y. Baker had practised at 
Dalhousie Mills for 45 years and 
he retired to Alexandria in 1946. 
He continued his medical practice 
here until his death , November 
18, 1964, his 92nd birthday. 

A large number of young 
doctors came to Alexandria in the 
50' s and 60's and stayed for 
varying periods, most of them 
brief. They included: Dr. Robert 
A. Morel, Dr. Robert Gagnon, Dr. 
L. P . Laberge, Dr. Real Lacroix, 
Dr. Guy Cousineau and Dr. 
Daniel McLeman. Dr. Yvon 
Bourdeau practised here over 
a period of 12 years, from 1965 to 
1977. Dr. Amirali Nanji was also 
here in the 1976-77 period. 

Five doctors are practising here 
in this centennial year: 

Dr. Laszlo Roman who came in 
1965. 

Dr. Jean Claude Nadeau, in 
1967 

Dr. Denis Cheung, in 1973 
Dr. Ajay Varma, in 1976 
Dr. Ro_bert Scott, in 1982. 
A sixth doctor is dest ined to 

open a practice here July 1st. He 
is a native of Britain, Dr. J . P. 
Edgar, who comes here from 
Edmonton. 

Many other doctors come to 
Glengarry Memorial Hospital oc
cas1onally as active or associate 
members of the med ical staff or 
on a consultant basis. 

Our Heartfelt 
CONGRATULATIONS 

To The 

Town of Alexandria 
for its 

CENTENNIAL 

CELEBRATIONS 
From everyone at 

Alexandria 
Builders 

Supplies 

BEST 
WISHES 

to the 

Town of Alexandria 

on its 

CENTENNIAL 
From Bruno Massie and Family 

M eunerie 

ALEXANDRIA 
Milling 

75-M Massie Alexandria 525-1973 
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Local industries kept producing 
through the 1970' s recession 

J. ·p. Touchette built a 
lot of town's homes 

The mayor of a town should 
rate recognition in a centennial 
year. Jean Paul Touchette qual
ifies in that respect but perhaps 
even more for the contribution he 
has made in so many other fields 
in the 24 years he has been an 
Alexandrian. 

Ouellette Electric & Hardware 
was gutted by fire as 1970 
arrived. The loss was put at 
$12,000, and there were plans to 
rebuild. 

A report on use of the old Post 
Office as a Library was not 
favorable. H. Nyland, supervisor 
of the E .O. Regional Library 
System noted the lack of parking 
space and high costs of conver
sion. He advocated a County 
Library Board. 

The Alexandria IGA was sold 
by J. P. Touchette to Marc 
Lalonde in February J 970. ln 
July, Hope & Touchette bought 
Menard tonstruction, Green Val
ley. 

The School for the Retarded 
opened on April 6. 1970, in the 
former Public School building. 
Mrs. Paul E. Viau and Mrs. 
Harold Stimson would teach 24 
children. 

Crown Assets Corporation of
fered to sell the old Post Office to 
the town for $10,500 and there 
were plans to have police offices 
there. senior citizens rooms and a 
library. It was decided to try to 
get the building for a lesser 
amount. Council also authorized 
building of a new Fire Hall on 
Kenyon street west in August 
1970. 

Lanthier's Bakery in November 
was extending marketing routes 
to Brockville and also had plans to 
cover Smiths Falls. 

Alexandria Sash & Door was hit 
by fire again in late November 
1970. The old sawdust baling 
shed at rear of the plant was 
destroyed with loss at $20,000. 
Equipment was in process of 
being moved to the new baling 
shed when fire erupted. 

Some children at the Mentally 
Retarded school are now 18 years 
old and a survey was to be made 
to see if numbers warrant an 
adult training program. Mrs. Zoe 
Grant was elected president at 
the annual meeting when the 
school was named "Harmony 
Glen School," in February 1971. 

Station Agent Chris Walton 
remains on for a short time but 
the station office is closed and 
tickets are sold at Alexandria 
Stationery after mid-February, 
1971. 

The golf club will get a new 
clubhouse and a club liquor 
licence in April 1971. Euclide St. 
Denis plans early construction of 
a two-storey cement block build
ing just north of the News office. 
It will house his newsstand, an 
office in the rear and two 
apartments on the second floor. 

The County Library Board 
approved plans for a Public 
Library on the second floor of the 
former Post Office. Alterations 
were to be made and a September 
opening was planned.-Direct 
distance dialing came to Alexand
ria May 22nd and Mayor Touch
ette was to make the first call at a 
reception May 19th. 

The Caisse Populaire moved 
into its new building at Main and 
Victoria streets May 31. It had 
been in the Lalonde block op
posite the old Post Office. Man
ager Jean-Marc Viau reports 
there are now 1,900 accounts and 
assets are at the million-dollar 
level. 

Lochiel reeve Gerard Massie 
cut the ribbon as the new golf 
clubhouse was opened June 12th. 
President Lloyd McHugh sparked 
the fine new rooms. 

There were no restrictions on 
the use of water during July and 
PUC officials report the result 
was increased consumption of 
almost a million gallons. 

The Lions Club pledged $40,-
000 toward an addition for the 
hospital. 

Final agreement for a OREE 
grant would have a bearing on 
plans of Square C Textiles for a 
$1.404,000 addition. Employment 
might rise from 200 to 250 and 
production of coated fabrics for 
snow suits, ski-wear, etc., would 
result. 

Official opening of Villa Fatima 
in the former diocesan retreat 
house · was held November 28, 
1971. It was to serve as a 
boarding house and rest home . 
Mrs. Marthe Demers was man
ager. 

Eastern Breeders Inc. was 
expanding and would relocate 
here from Hawkesbury.-Con
struction had started on the 
senior elementary school on 
Sandfield street. 

Carnation changes 
The Carnation plant changed 

its name in January 1972 to CIP 
Foods Limited, Carnation Instant 
Products. In February the Gra
ham Creamery was given an 
ARDA grant to expand and 
modernize. 

Wilfrid Marcoux bowed out of 
active business in January 1972. 
His son Aime took over the 
Marcoux Funeral Home and the 
latter's brother-in-law, Ronald 
Lefebvre, purchased the furniture 
store on Elgin street. Ron had 
been postmaster at Lancaster. 

Twenty years of progress was 
reported by Glengarry Transport 
which now employed 350 and had 
500 units on the road. The 
network now extended from 
Shawinigan, Que., to Toronto. 
Gerard Lefebvre now had the 
assistance of three sons, Gilles, 
Andre and Lionel, in May 1972. 

The Ecole Elda Rouleau School 
opened in November for senior 
elementary, bilingual students . It 
had a staff of 18 and 400 students. 

The Bank of Montreal came to 
town in January 1973 and had to 
occupy a trailer in the IGA lot 
until its office in the new Hope 
building could be occupied. 

Curlers marked the 50th an
niversary of their club by mount
ing of pictures of their 18 
presidents on the walls. 

Lucky Legs plant in the Arm
ouries had 112 employees but 

needed 17:>. It would conduct a 
local training course. 

J . P. Gallant who operated a 
television repair business since 
1955 was selling out and planned 
to leave town. Pierre Miron 
bought his business. 

Business was good at Alexand
ria Moulding, formerly Cholette's 
Sash & Door plant. Ninety were 
employed and office space and an 
80x100 warehouse were being 
added. 

The City of Ottawa donated two 
swans for the Alexandria lake . 
-A new senior citizens club, 
Fraternite 73, has been formed 
and will occupy Alexander Hall. 

Glengarry Transport installed a 
new computer operation to handle 
accounts, costing and other oper
ations earlier in 1973. Seventeen 
new units were acquired, six vans 
and 11 tractors. 

In January 1974, Hubert Sa
bourin was expanding his 15-
year-old shavings business in 
connection with Alexandria 
Moulding by building a 10,000 
square foot addition. 

Area municipalities were being 
contacted with three plans for a 
new arena that might be a joint 
effort. 

A 70-bed nursing home was 
planned in August 1974 to be 
erected north of the Villa Fatima 
building by the Community Nurs
ing Homes group . It would be a 
three-storey buildinR, 

BEST WISHES 
ALEXANDRIA 

]0(}1h 

Birthday 
From 

Ron and Joan at 

ELGIN 
TV CLINIC 

Authorized Radio Shack Sales Centre 

15 Elgin St., West Alexandria 525-1204 

Sod was turned on Lochiel 
street west, on August 22nd for a 
20-unit senior citizen apartment 
building. 

An engineer brought in to 
examine the Gardens roof sup
ports estimated a cost of $93,000 
to correct the wood joists. There 
was bad news too concerning the 
sewage lagoons, in March 1975. 
The lagoons are overburdened, 
an engineer warned, and the 
provincial government says a 
compromise must be reached 
before there can be further 
development. Effluent from in
dustry is flowing into basins 
intended only for homes, it 
seems. 

years and mayor for 10 but was 
not as successful in a trial for the 
provincial Legislature. The fire brigade was to get a 

new $45,000 fire truck, council 
decided in August 1975. 

Closing of the Gardens became 
official under the National Build
ing Code in October 1975, and it 
brought quick action for the 
proposed new Community 
Centre . A site was decided upon 
in the Industrial Park and an 
Ottawa contractor was given the 
contract in Nove!Tlber at $912,-
000. Glengarry Transport donated 
$10,000 to start off the public 
canvass for $200,000. 

GLENGARRY TRANSPORT KEEPS 
GROWING-It is only 37 years old but 
Glengarry Transport keeps growing and ex
panding its coverage. From three old stake 

trucks the Company developed to the point it 
has more than l ,000 units on the road and 
employs 1,700 people, 200 of them here. 

Mr. Touchette was the builder, 
and Remi Poirier, the contractor, 
on so many house building 
projects our mayor is rather 
vague as to the total-between 
125 and 150 homes . There were 
43 alone in Laporte Gardens, 
another 10 in the St. George 
street area, others on Gauthier 
street, Boundary road and an
other forty or so scattered all over 
town. In his heyday he handled a 
lot of other real estate deals in 
town and county and he has been 
associated with others in many 
business deals. 

He came here in 1960 to run the 
local IGA, liked what he saw of 
the town and stayed on to build a 
better IGA and get into real 
estate. He has been reeve for four 

His fine tenor voice is always 
available for weddings or fun
erals. In between Jean Paul 
provides a good brand of leader
ship at the council board. His 
presence here has been an asset 
in the last quarter of our one 
hundred years. 

Glengarry Motor Sales had 
secured a large tract of land just 
south of the curve for its new car 

agency. The Co-Op was also 
relocating from the Mill Square to 
the south end. Rosita Shoe Co. of 
Montreal, would share space in 
the Armouries plant with the 
Lucky Legs Co. 

Hubert Sabourin's shavings 
shed was hit by a $20,000 fire in 
January , 1976. It marked the 
seventh fire call to that location in 
less than a year as sawdust 
ignited. 

Working together 
The first such joint under

taking, an agreement on the 
Glengarry Sports Palace, was 
signed in January by Bruno 
Massie, Alex McDonell, reeve of 
Lochiel and Paul Legros, deputy
reeve of Lancaster Township. 

The Sauve apartment block that 
once housed Hector's Theatre 
was being razed by the Lanthier 
Bakery to allow more storage 
space and loading facilities. 

Ouellette was quitting the hard
ware business . 

The sewage lagoons were being 
enlarged in November. 

Council passed a by-law in 
February 1978, declaring the grist 
mill property an historic site in 
order to restrict its use in future. 

The Anti-Inflation Board in 
April 1978. ordered a rollback of 
wage increases by town council 
over the past two years when 
increases had been at the 10 per 
cent level. 

purchase the lot at 96 Main street 
to allow for doubling capacity of 
the filtration plant to 2.3 million 
gallons per day. 

Glengarry Feeds was awarded 
an $87,000 federal grant in March 
1979 to help develop the station 
site. Six bins, scales and baggers 
were to be part of Inland Elevator 
program. 

The textile plant was again 
seeking more water volume from 
council in March 1979. Consol
idated already used 380,000 of 
900,000 gallons pumped daily. 

Perhaps prompting the growth 
of retirement homes here, stat
istics showed that Alexandria had 
a concentration of older people. 
This area was shown as six per 
cent above the provincial norm of 
eight per cent. 

Glen Sports Wear went out of 
business in August 1979 after 29 
years here. 

Railcar began operations in the 
Industrial Park in August, em
ploying 10 in the production of 
150 to 200 special vehicles a year. 
Head office of the Company wal, 
now at South Lancaster, in the 
once-famed Moose Head Inn 

Staff Photo-Bruce Hayes 

building. 
The Alexandria Snowmobile 

Club got a new clubhouse on the 
McCormick Road, east of town. 

Glengarry District High School 
reached a record enrolment in 
September 1979 at 1,115. 

Alexandria was to share with 
Lochiel an Ontario Housing Cor
poration project for senior citizens 
on Kenyon street east. The 
30-apartment building would be 
known as Villa Florence in 
memory of Mrs. Florence Ville
neuve who did much to further 
the project . 

An engineer's report to town 
council in December 1979 warned 
of future water problems. The 
town should accept only "dry" 
industries, those not requiring 
water, or it could be in short 
supply within 20 years. 

Remi Poirier lost his building 
supplies warehouse and office in 
a March 1980 fire. He was to 
rebuild. 

Council needs its own Alexand
ria plan, town fathers were told at 
a March meeting. The county 
plan is not generally favorable to 
the town, thev heard. 

from the Lions Club. 
The local Police Commission 

was urging Queen's Park to turn 
town policing over to the Ontario 
Provincial Police. It followed an 
8-1 decision by council requesting 
that Chief Cleroux not continue as 
Chief of Police. 

A re-union of former students 
at Alexandria High School 
brought back many graduates in 
August 1981. 

The old Commercial Hotel 
property on t he Mill Square, long 
a business and apartment block, 
was destroyed by fire in Septem
ber. It was owned by Sam Sultan . 

The Ministry of the Environ
ment warned council in April 1982 
that it was polluting the Delisle . 
The government would share 
costs of filtering chemicals at the 
lagoon site. Mayor Touchette 
suggested fertilizer being used 
upstream could be to blame. A 
later study by engineers showed 
traces of ammonia and phos
phorus , 60 to 80 per cent 
;ttributable to industry. 

" No" to a plan of Bishop 
LaRocque that would have involv
ed changes in the sanctuary of the 
cathedral. 

The firemen's island in the lake 
was dug out in May 1983, 
preparatory to building a centen
nial fountain to be operational in 
1984. 

The Ryax Ltd. industry in the 
former Garry Theatre building 
was giving its home a major 
facelift in May. 

Windoors, Inc. , a Montreal
based manufacturer of storm 
doors and commercial windows, 
was our newest industry in June, 
1983. It had purchased the former 
Ryax building in the Industrial 
Park and would employ some 40 
people. Gaetan Lacombe of Glen
garry Glass was credited with 
bringing the new firm here. 

A second traffic light for 
Alexandria came in July 1983, at 
the corner of Main and Lochiel 
streets. 

Glengarry Transport, in May 
1976, purchased the Glengarry 
Gardens building from the town 
for $50,000. It was to be used for 
storage and Council must okay its 
use for anything else. 

The new Glengarry Sports 
Palace was nearing completion in 
September 1976. The ice area had 
five dressing rooms, bleacher 
seats for 800 and other facilities . 
The public library area in the 
front was topped by an air
conditioned community hall. Tot
al cost was $1,080,000 of which 
$245,000 was to be raised by 
public subscription. There was 
skating in mid-October. 

In May 1978, Glengarry District 
High School appointed four exist
ing teachers department heads 
for French programs . GDHS now 
was the only school under the 
Board that offered a complete 
course in both languages. Stu
dents from Tagwi or Char-Lan 
wishing French courses not avail
able there would be permitted to 
attend here. 

Curling expands 
The Brown Shoe plant, in May, 

1982, instituted a work-sharing 
program to avoid lay-offs. A 4-day 
week would be supplemented by 
one day of UIC for 109 workers. 

The Glengarry Association for 
the Mentally Retarded lost its 
home for ARC Industries in 
November 1982 when the one
time Glengarry Motors building 
burned. In July 1983 there were 
plans for a new plant funded by a 
government grant and some local 
donations. A new plant is now 
under construction in the Indust
rial Park for ARC Industries 
which has been operating in the 
former St. Joseph's School. 

The Brown Shoe plant was no 
longer producing Buster Brown 
shoes but had been changed over 
to Levi shoe lines in October. 
Additional staff raised the payroll 
to 140. 

Now with 3,400 members, the 
Caisse Populaire was computer
izing its operation in November. 

A new Metro grocery enter
prise was located on the southern 
outskirts of town in June 1977, by 
the Fordham interests. 

Council approved the sale by 
Clement of a 400x400 ft. building 
site for a new Canadian Tire store 
on Main street south.-A second 
drug store came to town in 
September 1977. The Glengarry 
Drug Store would occupy the 
one-time Crystal block. Eugene 

Glengarry Transport had instal
led a gym in its local plant for use 
by the employees. 

Ewen McDonald , owner of the 
Hub, completed purchase of the 
adjacent mill building. There 
were no immediate plans for its 
use. 

Glengarry Council, Knights of 
Columbus marked its 50th an
niversary year with many lumin
aries on hand for celebrations in 
September 1978. There were 
plans for a $30,000 extension to 
the clubrooms. 

Two lots in the Industrial Park 
were sold by council for a 10,000 
sq. foot plant of the Glengarry 
Glass Co. It would employ 15 and 
would produce commercial and 
domestic windows. 

Alexandria got its first traffic 
lights in November 1978 when an 
installation was completed at the 
junction of Highways 34 and 43. 
Council authorized the PUC to 

Our 
Very Best Wishes 

To All Our Friends In 

Alexandria Curling Club had 
big plans for a new three-sheet 
ice shed extension to the club
rooms. Members would donate 
energies demolishing the old 
building and a Wintario grant of 
$121,136 would help meet costs 
that were to top $200,000. 

Marc Lalonde also had building 
plans , for a new, larger IGA on 
Main street south. It would put an 
end to earlier plans for a shopping 
centre there involving several 
other firms. 

The mill dam was to be rebuilt 
and the Raisin Region Conserva
tion Authority approved outlay of 
$102,850 for the project. It would 
be the first phase in a Garry River 
project to raise the Loch Garry 
water level by one foot, thus 
doubling our water supply . The 
Kenyon and Loch Garry dams 
would also be reconstructed. 

Glengarry Transport bought 
into a New York firm and now had 
an interstate network. 

Reeve Bruno Lalonde was to 
report to council on the feasibility 
of annexation from the neighbor
ing townships, in December 1980. 

ALEXANDRIA 
On The Occasion Of 

THE CENTENNIAL 
From The Management and Staff of 

HIGHLAND MOTOR ·SALES 
(Maxville) Ltd. 

TOYOTA We Believe In Service 
GENUINE PARTS 

Maxville, Ont. 527-2735 or 347-3950 

In January 1981 , Consoltex was 
asking for 250,000 gallons of 
water direct from the lake. 
Councillor Fern Seguin advised a 
cautious approach to the problem . 

Residents of Kenyon street 
west had petitioned council for a 
Highway 43 by-pass of the town 
but the Ministry of Transport was 
not impressed. It argued the 
highway adds only 1,000 to 1,400 
vehicles per day and " traffic 
problems are largely internal." 
Council would pursue the matter 
further. 

Villa Florence opened on Ken
yon street east in February 1981 , 
with 30 units geared to income. 
With the 20 on Lochiel street west 
there should be a relatively low 
waiting list here, it was felt. 
Tenants were to move in by 
March 1st. Florence Villeneuve 
and Don Collin spearheaded the 
project. 

The Hub Restaurant got a new 
name in March 1981. Ewen and 
Agnes McDonald christened it 
Priest's Mill. 

The fire department got a set of 
" Jaws ofLife" in April, with help 

Lanthier Bakery celebrated SO 
years progress in early Sep
tember. 

Bob Leroux began building a 
large furniture store on the 
southern edge of town. 

Five years after it came here, 
Alexandria Footwear, maker of 
Adidas shoes, was employing 172 
and had a payroll of2.3 million. In 
May 1983 it was erecting a 29,000 
square foot plant on the Industrial 
Park and had new equipment on 
order, 

St . Finnan's parishioners voted 

At year's-end the former IGA 
building at Kincardine street was 
to be renovated by Marc Lalonde 
to provide courtroom and other 
facilities. 

Early in our centennial year 
there was the prospect of two 
more industries coming here. 

Happy Birthday 
Alexandria 

TOWN & COUNTRY 
Flowers & Crafts 

Sheila Olson, prop. 
34Main St., 525-4098 

HAPPY 

100th ANNIVERSARY 

ALEXANDRIA 
We are proud to have been 
a part of the community 
for over 30 years 

(president) 

Jacques Trottier 
(general manager) 

BROKERS 
Jeanne Lapierre Shannon Levert 

Rita St. Denis Jean-Marie Rochon 
Joey Gallant Pierrette Decoeur 

LIFE INS. BROKER: Lyle Ladouceur 
SECRETARIES: Jodnne Ladouceur, Susan MacDonald 

MASSON 
'INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED 

St. George St. West Alexandria 525-1836 

There's More To Insurance 
Than.Just a Policy 
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Alexandria's first newspaper 
started 100 years ago 

A last word 
There are many items of historical significance in 

these pages but this is not a history of Alexandria in 
the true sense. llather is it a weekly diary of events 
and citizens recorded in the pages of the Glengarry 
News down the years. 

Alexandria has had at least one 
newspaper since it reached vil
lage status in 1884. In that year 
the Glengarry Review was started 
as a Liberal organ. 

Under editor C. J. Stilwell, in 
1886 it changed over to the 
Conservative side and its name 
was changed to the Glengarrian. 

Local Liberals established an
other paper, the Glengarry News 
in 1892. Shares at $10 were sold 
to riding Liberals and the paper 
published its first issue February 
4, 1892. F. J. Jewell had been 
brought in as editor and he was 
assisted by A. G. F. Macdonald 
who took over as editor and 
publisher a few months later. The 
first years were spent in the 
Glengarry Block, now owned by 
Sauve Real Estate, until A. G. F. 
Macdonald built the block, in 
1897, where it is now located. 

Youngest son of the Colonel, 
Eugene A. Macdonald entered A.G.F. MACDONALD 

Names in The News 
Jack Llbbos, in May 1951, took 

over the shoe repair business his 
father had operated for fifty 
years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Baxter and 
family of Lunenburg came to 
reside here in January, 1952, and 
Doug would be associated with 
his father-in-law , R. J. Graham in 
the Graham Creamery Co. 

Rory McCormick was honored 
in January 1952, as Alexandria's 
grand old man. He was 102. Mr. 
McCormick died in May at 103. 

Dr. J. Y. Baker was honored by 
colleagues in May 1952 after 
completing SO years of service, 
most of it spent in practice at 
Dalhousie Mills. 

A. Wallace Hope of Glen 
Robertson, opened an Auto Parts 
business here in February 1952. 

Stephen O'Connor Jr. purchas
ed the former Graham Creamery 
building in September 1952, and 
was converting it into six apart
ments. 

Eugene Ouellette, electrician, 
purchased the Cowan Hardware 
business and opened in his name 
October 9, 1952. 

Arthur Duggan obtained a 
Shell Oil distributorship in late 
October . 

Martin Clement bought out 
Francois .Pommier, jeweller, in 
January, 1953 and Lionel Des
Grosellliers sold the Alexandria 
Hotel to Lucien D' Aoust in 
February. 

Morley Tobin sold his house 
and business block to Miss Irene 
Ouellette in October 1954. He is 
buying the former Sandy Cam
eron home, Main street south. 

Dorothy Dumbrllle's new book, 
"Up and Down the Glens" was in 
book stores in November, 1954. 

Mrs. Marguerite Lalonde open
ed a new ladies wear store, 
October 21st, in the former Willie 
J . Simpson block. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Laporte 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary in January 1956. 

Lloyd McHugh became the new 
reeve in December, 1959. 

Mrs. Greenspon sold her Alex
andria Outfitters business in 
February 1960 to Rheal Vaillan
court. Jean Clement took over the 
furniture store business from his 
father, Martin Clement to con
tinue the Clement mercantile line 
here. 

Duncan Macdonell of St. Raph
ael's, planned to take over the 
Atlantic Hotel. station, in May 
1960. The deal went through in 
August when Lawrence Sauve 
returned to Ottawa. 

Alme Lalonde took over the 
grocery store and butcher shop of 
Jos. Dore in August. 

G. G. Aubry was named 
chairman of a Hospital Commit
tee. A Legion committee survey 
in 1959 had indicated a 30-bed 
hospital would cost $350,000. 

Alexandria Hotel also 
marking 100 years 

This is not only the centennial year of Alexandria's 
incorporation. It also marks the 100th year, as well, of the Grand 
Union Hotel, now known as the Alexandria Hotel. 

The Grand Union was erected in 1884 and occupied in 
November of that year by its builder, A. J . McDonald. 

A native of St. Raphael's, he came here in 1848 and was a 
carriage maker for 25 years before opening a hotel, known as the 
St. Lawrence Hall. It was in 1884 that he quit the St. Lawrence to 
occupy his grand new brick structure on the Mill Square, The 
Grand Union. 

It was described as "of brick, 40XS0, four storeys high, 
containing 25 bedrooms, two parlors, two sample rooms, reading 
room, barbershop and two halls, one of 50, the other of 45-foot 
length. " 

Through the years the hotel was hit by fire at least twice and 
must have lost its top floor to the flames in the 1904 fire. 
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the business in 1929 just as the 
Depression was starting. He 
became the owner on the death of 
his father June 24, 1948. In recent 
years Emile Hurtubise had been 
publisher and he was succeeded 
in January 1983 by Phil Ruther
ford, a native of Perth. Mrs. Anna 
Margaret MacDonald had been 
editor until she resigned earlier 
this year. Bruce Hayes , who was 
raised in Crysler, is presently the 
editor. 

The Glengarrian ceased public
ation about 1905 and J. Albert 
Laurin started the Times in 1915. 
That paper went out of business 
in 1955. 

The happenings should be fairly complete but 
unhappily the names of many worthy citizens may be 
missing. l had allowed six months to research News 
files when it probably should have taken two years to 
do the job properly. As a result many years are 
covered only from information in the Auld Lang Syne 
column and news reports that were not carried in 
that column would be missed. 

A group of young people 
started a French publication 
August 5, 1980, a tabloid size 
weekly, Le Point. Editors are 
Suzanne Massie and Chantal 
Periard. Others in the original 
group are Ginette Girard and 
Denis Bertrand. 

ONE OF OLDEST BUILDINGS-The 
Glengarry News block has been here since 
built by A.G.F. Macdonald in 1897. Unhap-

pily it lost its north half when the one-time 
P.A. Huot store, then Stedmans, was 
destroyed by fire. 

There has been no attempt to cover events 
concerning either world war. There were so many 
Alexandrians involved in enlistments, in travel 
between training camps and overseas; there were so 
many casualties, alas, and happier reports of 
promotions and bravery awards that our notebooks 
would have been bulging. So with teaching staffs and 
other such categories. Complete lists would not have 
been possible and so few if any teachers are 
mentioned. 

The roll of the dead is omitted for the same 
reason. lt was a depressing feature of my research to 
come upon the deaths of so many l had worked with, 
played with or simply known and admired. To those 
who have been overlooked, my sincere apolo_gies . 

Alley bowling came to Alex
andria in October when J. R. 
Martel of Vankleek Hill installed 
alleys in the first floor of the 
Alexandria Glove Works plant. 
The CNR water tank was removed 
when it was purchased by Arthur 
Duggan. 

J. P. Touchette purchased the 
IGA in November 1960 from Mrs. 
Mary Gauthier, widow of the 
previous owner. Tom Gauthier. 
Coming from the Long Sault area, 
Mr. Touchette would contribute 
much to the growth of Alexand
ria. 

John Cormier, now reeve, 
arrived from Shediac, N.B., in 
January 1961 , to take over 
management of the Stedmans 
store. Bruno Massie was a new 
member of town council. 

Morris Bros., coal and insur
ance firm became Morris & Filion 
in April 1961 when Adrien Filion 
bought the business. Jack Morris 
had been in the business since 
1913 when he and his brothers 
took over from his future father
in-law, Angus McDonald. 

J.P. Touchette was a new face 
on council in the 1962 voting. He 
was named a director of the 
Ontario Chamber of Commerce in 
June 1963. 

Dr. D. J. Dolan was invested by 
the Pope as a Knight of St. 
Gregory in January, 1963. 

Mayor George Simon was 
honored as " Man of the Year" at 
the Eastern Ontario Development 
Association meeting in May, 
1963. 

D. 0. Collin was hired in June, 
1963, as assistant to Clerk
Treasurer P. A. Charlebois. A 
testimonial dinner was tendered 
Peter in October. 

Mike Barbara took over the 
family business in October 1963 
from his father, Theophile Bar
bara. 

Lloyd McHugh was acclaimed 
as Warden of United Counties 
Council in January 1964. He was 
named Man of the Year in June. 

Raymond Periard was chosen 
Mayor on the death of Mayor 
George Simon, February 6th at 
77. 

Romeo Rouleau was appointed 
Justice of the Peace in August 
1964. 

G. G. Aubry was nominated 
Man of the Year for 1965 while 
Georges Lanthier won similar 
honors from the EODA. 

Lloyd McHugh was elected 
chairman at the annual meeting 

of the 17-member hospital board 
in March 1966. He succeeded G. 
G. Aubry who had chaired the 
board for five years. 

Gerard Lefebvre of Glengarry 
Transport is EODA Man-of-the
y ear in April 1966. 

Lionel Lauzon purchased Le
mire's supermarket at the station. 

Adolphe Lauzon resigned from 
the PUC. He was moving to 
Chesterville. 

Alexandria lawyer G. G. Aubry 
was named a Queen 's Counsel in 
the honors list. 

Burned out in early December, 
Lyall Costello moved his Western 
Tire store to the Simon block. 

Rolland Cholette was named 
Man of the Year by the Industrial 
Committee of EODA. 

Dr. D. J. Dolan was feted for 
close to SO years practise here, at 
a testimonial dinner October 12, 
1968. 

Four Alexandrians bought Stan
ley Island off Summerstown in 
October 1968-Lloyd McHugh, J. 
P. Touchette, Doug Baxter and 
Duncan Macdonell. It has IS 
cottages and a golf course. 

Now a Superintendent for the 
SD&G Board, Lorne Lawson was 
to remain temporarily principal of 
the High School in late January 
1969. C. C. Fraser would come 
out of retirement to replace Lome 
on a temporary basis. 

Gilbert Sabourin opened his 
new butcher shop on Main street 
south in July 1969. 

Ewen McDonald bought the 
Hub Restaurant from Lloyd Mc
Hugh who had owned the busi
ness over a 23-year period. He 
would take over August 1, 1969. 

Miss Nora McRae was named a 
Justice of the Peace for the 
United Counties in September 
1969. 

Marcel Lanthier purchased the 
Bonnie Glen Pavilion from R. J. 
McPherson in December 1969. 

Sam Sultan of Cornwall, open
ed a drug store June 17, 1971, in 
the former P&H Electric store 
south of the Garry Theatre. 

Remi Poirier opened a Build
ers' Supply store on McDougall 
Ave. , station. 

Rhea! Vaillancourt retired from 
his general store business in the 
Stone Store in September 1972. 
The store would be managed by 
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Mrs. llma Legault. 

The new Ecole Elda Rouleau 
school would be named after Mrs. 
Euclide Rouleau, founder of the 
FFCF in Sacred Heart Parish . In 
October 1972, it was announced 
the Alexander School would get 
an addition. 

Archie Lavigne, a local man, 
was appointed Factory Super
intendent at Brown Shoe in 

November 1972. 

Here two years, Sam Sultan 
purchased in May 1973, the 
former Ostrom drug store from its 
present owner Frank McLeister, 
who plans to retire. The sale ends 
76 years of McLeister business 
connection here. 

Michel Depratto replaces BiJiy 
Upper as Recreation Director in 
October 1973. 

They also contribute 
Alexandria is not only the sum 

of its citizens. It has owed much 
down through the years to the 
many hundreds of families who 
live on its perimeter and who are 
a vital part of the community. 

To recognize their invaluable 
contributions we offer as Exhibit 
A one Angus H. McDonell who 
resides two miles out of town but 
whose presence on the Cen,tennial 
Committee and whose writings 
this year on Alexandria days long 
gone have helped set the tone for 
the upcoming celebrations. 

Through Angus, an acknow
ledgemenr of their part in shaping 
the community that is Alexandria. 

Such a review of the News files had been in my 
mind for many years . A. G. F. Macdonald had 
recorded much of the early history of the community 
and county in a special edition at Christmas 1903 that 
marked our incorporation as a town. 1 had thought to 
carry on that work up to the present day and this 
centennial observance provided an occasion to get at 
it. 

The story of Alexandria l have divided into four 
time slots-the years up to Village status in 1884; the 
years of growth up to World War l; the unhappy 
years of war and depression; and the comeback years 
from 1950 to the present which have provided an 
encouraging increase in local employment. Our town 
survived the recent recession surprisingly well and 
we can hope more fiscally responsible governments 
will bring back better times for the entire nation and 
world . 

Members of the News staff have been most 
helpful in getting out this centennial edition. My 
thanks, too, to those who have loaned old pictures or 
otherwise assisted, like son Neil who helped clean up 
the research of more recent years. 

May this review bring back pleasant memories. 
-Eugene Macdonald 

To Our 

Good Neighbors 
• 
Ill 

Alexandria 
Congratulations on your first 

100 Years 
From all of • 

US Ill the 

Township of Lochiel 
Reeve 

J.R. (Ron) MacDonell 

Councillors 

Deputy-reeve 

Lynda Kennedy 

Jean L. Larocque, John Macleod, Alex McDonald 

Clerk 

Ray Charbonneau 

I 

' 

Road Superintendent 

Dolan Wylie 
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1884 to 1984 

Centenaire 

ALEXANDRIA 
Centennial 

100 Years Old And Growing ••• 

CENTENNIAL COUNCIL-Standing from left are John 
Larocque, Archie McDougall, Jacques Joly, Remi Prud'Homme, Jim 
Baker, Roger Lemieux, treasurer and deputy-clerk Leo Poirier. Seated 

D ear friends: 
Faisons la fetel Lets celebrate/ The culmination of years of 

preparation is at hand and what a program of celebration and 
homecoming awaits us/ Welcome to all our past residents and 
f riends. Lets make this the crowning event of the century. 

From the welcome signs at the entrances of our town, our 
f loral trees, our manicured grounds at the parks, the homes and 
business establishments that have decorated their premises, the 
events that have been prepared, we think you will recognize the 
great sense of pride of our present residents. 

You will find your old home town transformed into an in
dustrial Mecca. If everyone who works here were to reside within 
our boundaries, we would he a town of 15, 0001 We are truly bless• 
ed with a great diversification of industries which have prospered 
despite the economic depression we have just experienced. 

Our choices of school facilities and courses offered in the of• 
/icial language of your choice will greatly benefit generations of the 
future. We are possibly 95% bilingual an example and a model 
for all of Canada! 

Our sports facilities from soccer, tennis, softball, swimming, 
slides and games at the Island Park, our new curling club, a 
magnificent Glengarry Golf and Country Club, the Glengarry 
Sports Palace, a model arena, library and hall complex with the ad
dition on the same property this year of $135,000 in two' hall 

from left are reeve John Cormier, Mayor J.P. Touchette, deputy-reeve 
Richard Lefebvre. Missing from photo is clerk-treasurer Don Collin. 

Staff Photo- Mark Mitchell 

diamonds and a soccer field, our tennis courts and new gym at the 
high school, all of these provide a choice unequalled in any other 
town. 

Our new Chamber of Commerce and the greal variety in our 
commercial estahlishments _make a ''Shop at Home" campaign un• 
necessary. 

Residential construction has augmented our housing facilities 
in four new subdivisions. New apartment complexes have risen and 
more are in the planning stage. The cleanliness of our streets and 
services is a tribute to our efficient Public Works Department and 
P. UC. These municipal departments along with our police, and 
our Sports Palace staff are all devoted people who work with civic 
pride in their minds. 

A jewel on the Mill Pond, Glengarry Memorial Hospital has 
been a blessing to Alexandria. 

If you have gathered hy my remarks that I am proud of Alex
andria and proud to have been Mayor for IO years you have rightly 
interpreted the feelings in my heart. On behalf of Centennial 
chairman Jacques Joly and the committee, the council and the 
residents, "Welcome Home". Drop in and say hello. 

Sincerely 
J.P. Touchette 
Mayor 

Come On Out And Enjoy The Celebrations 

- - - - - - - - ------------

The Glengarry News, Alexandria, Ont. 
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