
Your Wedding

Make it the happiest day of your life
Wedding Planning

Announcements

Bridal Gowns & Bridesmaid Dresses

Hairstyling & Esthetics

Reception Facilities & Decorating

Limousines & Carriages

Catering

Flowers

Photography 

Jewellery

Music

Gifts & Gift Registry

Honeymoon Planning

Furniture for your new home

A Special Supplement to the Winchester Press

February 2008



2 The Winchester Press   Wed., February 13, 2008

Visit our website: www.byerslimo.com

14-Passenger Stretched Ford Excursion SUV

‘Ride In Style’
It’s a very special day
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www.ajscatering.com

Catering to Your Every Need

WHAT MAKES AJ’S SPECIAL?
TRADITIONS WE ARE PROUD OF:

• Guaranteed serving time
• Hot china plates

• Generous portions with seconds offered to all
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• No corkage fee on wine
• All bar profits to host
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I t’s January, and brides-to-be every-
where are scrambling to attend every
bridal show possible and make all

the arrangements for their summer wed-
dings in 2008. 

What’s a better way
to end a day of gown
shopping than to head to
the movies with your
bridal posse and prolong
your wedding glee?
Which is where 27
Dresses comes in. 

You’ve seen the
numerous trailers and
previews that have been
played over and over
leading up to its hyped
release. The plot’s a
simple one: a loving
ever-hopeful doormat,
Jane, has been a
bridesmaid 27 times and
yet still hasn’t found
love of her own — that
is, except for her boss
whom she’s been lusting
over unrequitedly for
years.

Enter the younger
sister, a pretty, frivolous brat, who steals
the leading man and plans the wedding
Jane was supposed to have, requesting, of
course, that her sister stand by her side
(and plan everything) as maid of honour.

Enter bachelor number two, Kevin, a
suave boyishly-sexy journalist who
manages to attract Jane’s romantic
attention as he — unbeknownst to the
über-generous heroine — writes a story
about her for the paper.

Sound familiar? This chick flick is so
calculated that it’s hard not to balk at it’s
predictability — even if there are a few
twists to the well-known formula. And
they expect us to believe that Jane’s little
sister knows nothing about her love
interest? What girl doesn’t talk about her
crush with her sister? 

It’s also, however, hard not to laugh at
writer Aline Brosh McKenna’s — of The
Devil Wears Prada fame — cynical one-
liners and oh-so-set-up situations.

“I feel like I just found out that my
favourite love song was written about a
sandwich,” Jane says after hearing that
the commitment columns about weddings
she has been clipping out of the Sunday
paper for years have all been written by a
cynical scoundrel who appears to hate
love. 

Jane and Kevin’s drunken duet of
“Benny and the Jets” is worth several
laughs. The two take refuge in a rural pub
after a hilariously silly auto mishap, and
after a few too many whiskeys, end up on
the bar singing and dancing to the famed
Elton John tune. I’d like to know where
that bar is — looks like it’d be a fun
place to crash.

But perhaps the most entertaining
character in the film is Jane’s best friend,

the ever sardonic Casey,
played to a tee by Judy
Greer. Her crude and
lude comments
counteract Jane’s hopeful
naïveté perfectly. When
Casey shows up at the
office in a tuxedo shirt
accented with her
bridesmaid sash as a belt
the morning (or two)
after a nuptial
celebration, it perfectly
perpetuates her cynical
qualities.

Katherine Heigl, hot
on the heels of the hit
Knocked Up, is back as
the oh-so-hard-to-hate
leading lady. Heigl is
definitely not a plain
Jane, which makes it
questionable that for one:
someone so fabulous
hasn’t yet been proposed

to; and two: a woman so attractive is so
nerdishly self-reducing.

Heigl, who just went through nuptials
of her own, must have had a great time
making this movie and trying on the
various over-the-top bridesmaid dresses.
The camera loves her, and her perfectly-
placed eccentric facial expressions
throughout the show will make everyone
smile.

James Marsden as Kevin has good
chemistry with Heigl, and his pursuant
nature is adorably endearing. (He’s got
good fashion sense, too. His man-purse is
rather attractive.)

What’s insulting, however, is that these
chick flicks all push the ideal of “find a
man now or your life is trivial.” 

27 Dresses follows the age-old
paradigm that no matter how independent
the leading woman is, her life is not
complete until she finds her man. Jane’s
gorgeous, successful, has great friends
and family, and an amazing apartment,
but she’s in agony wanting to be the star
of the show on her own wedding day.

But if you can get past the pettiness of
it all and want some good laughs, then
head to the theatres to see 27 Dresses.
With your bridal party at your side, you
can’t go wrong.

27 Dresses
Plenty of laughs in predictable plot

The Press’s Meghan Duncan
reviews Twentieth Century Fox’s

latest box-office smash



by Meghan Duncan

I still remember hearing the
tone of her voice in the
message she left on my

voicemail. “I have some news,”
she had said. I knew right away
what she was going to tell me —
she was getting married, and I
was going to be a bridesmaid.
The planning began. 

A few months passed, and
another friend’s voicemail
prompted a quick return call.

“I guess I’ll just have to show
you the ring another time!” she
exclaimed.

Another engagement; another
bridesmaid’s dress to be
purchased; another set of
wedding plans began.

With all the hoopla of the
arrangements — where, when,
what kind of flowers, the bride’s
dress, and subsequently the
bridesmaids’ dresses — it’s easy
to get whirled away on a cloud
of bliss. But it’s also sometimes
hard to bite your tongue when
the bride chooses something the
exact opposite of what you’d
choose (especially when you’re a
somewhat opinionated writer
who tends to speak before
thinking it through). 

There’s bound to be some sort
of drama, no matter how
insignificant, over some facet of
the event. (Being a diplomatic

bride and not choosing a maid of
honour can, in fact, cause more
problems than if the top-friend
was picked out to begin with.)

But in a world that has chosen
to abandon a lot of rituals to
make way for more pragmatic
practices, it’s nice to know that
you’ll be a part — however
small — of a tradition that has
gone on for centuries.

Historically, bridesmaids were
chosen from unwed young
women of marriageable age. In
early Roman times, bridesmaids
formed a sort of infantry as they
accompanied the bride to the
groom’s hometown. A
“protective shield” of analogous
girls was supposed to intervene
if any rowdy thugs or vengeful
previous suitors tried to hurt the
bride or steal her dowry. (Maybe
that’s why high-heeled shoes are
still in fashion today?)

Later on in the Victorian era,
bridesmaids were half of the 10
(or more!) witnesses at a
wedding needed in order to
outsmart evil spirits believed to
attend marriage ceremonies. The
bridesmaids and ushers dressed
in identical clothing to the bride
and groom, so that the evil
spirits would not know who was
getting married. (Thank
goodness this tradition was
thrown out. With the cost of

wedding dresses today, we single
gals would really be broke!)

But today the tradition seems
to have been diluted slightly. It
seems more about polish and
perfection than love and
affection; more about fashion;
more about commercialism.
There’s even a website dedicated
to us — www.bridesmaid.com
— which claims to be “your
source for the big day” and
includes several blogs and the
latest trends for bridesmaids.

You have to catch yourself —
especially amongst a crowd of
carb-deprived brides scrambling
to test out a piece of wedding
cake at a bridal show — step
back, and realize the reason
behind it all: you’re standing
beside a friend during one of the
biggest moments in her life. And
that’s what it’s all about.

But what’s appalling is that
the term bridesmaid has also
come to refer to “one who comes
close to attaining what is desired,
only to fall just short,” because a
bridesmaid plays a large role in a

wedding, but is not the centre of
attention. 

“Thrice a bridesmaid, never a
bride” is an old hex that is said to
only be broken by being a brides-
maid seven times. (Counting maid-
of-honour duties five years ago, it
looks like I’ll only have three more
to go! Still looks like a long haul to
me...) Oh, and by the way, it was in
1925 that the Listerine Company
used it in ad campaigns, claiming
that at the root of always-a-
bridesmaid-syndrome was
halitosis. Better go brush my teeth.

Luckily the brides to whom I
will be attending are pretty level-
headed. Purchasing “last year’s”
version of a dress online saved
each attendant over $100, while
having another one made by a
friend-of-the-family will cut
down considerably on costs. 

A third bride has asked me to
wear “whatever I want.” Thank
goodness. This is where that
black cocktail prom dress that I
love so much will come in handy.

What scares me is that this is
only the beginning. There are

several other couples in my circle
of friends who are approaching
the engagement-era, and it has me
worried that the cost purchasing
more bridesmaid dresses could
eventually equate to the price of
something much more useful. I’ll
be the little old woman who lives
in her bridesmaid dresses! But I
guess that’s just my cynical side
showing.

There are five weddings I’ll be
attending, in one way or another,
this year. Even without the
bridesmaid dress, there are so
many expenses: the wedding gift,
fuel for my car, hotel rooms —
cha-ching! Invitations haven’t
even been sent out yet, so who
knows, there could be a few more!

I’ve started differentiating
them by date rather than by
name — not out of cynicism, but
simply to help out my deadline-
minded intellect.

If the “always a bridesmaid”
expression attaches itself to me
for a while, I suppose I won’t
mind all that much. I’ll have a
closet full of dresses and some
memories from some great
parties. And maybe there will be
someone who’s suffering from
always-a-groomsman-syndrome
who will catch my eye.

But I have to stop writing
now and head to May 23rd’s
place to help her address her
invitations. Then it’s off to
August 3rd’s mom’s house to
discuss a shoe dilemma. 

D E C O R A T I N G

UniqueUnique
We understand your
wedding plans are some
of the most important
plans you’ll ever make.
Let us create the perfect
setting to suit your
space, style and budget.

Your special day will
be as ‘Unique’ 
as you are!

For more information call consultants 
Marion Byers or Cheryl Irven at 

613-448-2724
or e-mail Cheryl at ncirven@magma.ca

Marion’s Flowers
20 King St., Chesterville

(Bridals by Al-Mor)

Creating silk bridal bouquets and
wedding flowers that capture the

spirit and style of your special day.

Come in and see our new
selection of flowers. They look
and feel real, but they’re not...

Other silk flower arrangements
and baskets for any occasion

can be made to order.

For appointments call

Wendy Byers
613-266-4486

• MANICURES
• PEDICURES
• BIO SCULPTURE GEL NAILS
• WAXING
• MAKE-UP
• FACIALS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
CERTIFIED BIO SCULPTURE
      NAIL TECHNICIAN&

J U L I E  H U Y B R E G T S   6 1 3 - 3 1 6 - 1 0 4 8
Located at Bridals By Al-Mor, 20 King Street, Chesterville, ON

hUncommonly attentive care
and a beautiful selection of
designer gowns are just the

beginning at 
Bridals by Al-Mor.

We provide a full-range of
professional services to make

your planning easier.

• dresses for  
the entire 
bridal party

• tux rentals
• flowers
• invitations
• shoes
• jewellery/

accessories

Appointments
recommended

email:
bridalsbyalmor@storm.ca

Call us. 
We’ll make sure that your wedding

day is beautiful, and stress-free.

B R I DA L S
by Al-Mor

20 KING ST., CHESTERVILLE
613-448-3370
www.bridalsbyalmor.com
Monday: Closed
Tues., Wed., Fri.: 10:00 - 5:30 pm
Thursday: 10:00 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 9:30 - 5:00 pm
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Always a bridesmaid...

Bridesmaid /’braidszmeid/ n. 1. an unmarried
woman who attends the bride at a wedding.



Prom & Bridesmaid Dresses
Custom Sewing • Repairs and Alterations

The Stitchin’ Post
Fabrics, Notions & Sewing Services

1131 Concession St., Russell

613-445-1241

TUX RENTALS AVAILABLE

Designer:
Tammy
Wyman
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S o you’ve found the girl of your dreams, and now
it’s time to pop the question. The response, however,
could depend on which sparkly item you choose to 

The round-cut and oval-cut brilliant dia-
monds are the most popular diamond

shapes, the most brilliant of  all the cuts,
and are therefore the most expensive.
Their facet arrangements and propor-

tions have been perfected by both math-
ematical and empirical analysis. The

modern round brilliant consists of  58
facets; 33 on the crown (the top half  above the middle), and

25 on the pavilion (the lower half). 

The princess cut (square) was first intro-
duced in 1960 in London, and may have either
50 or 58 facets. The cut is basically an upside-
down pyramid with most of  the carat weight at
the top. Most people like the princess because
it is square and yet has some of  the sparkle of

a round brilliant cut. It wastes the least of  the original crys-
tal, and is more forgiving of  diamond flaws. It is said to be
especially well-suited to hands with long, elegant fingers.

If your sweetheart is a princess, then there’s no other choice!

The shape and size of  the crystal determine
its best cut, which is why the emerald cut
(rectangular) is a more sought-after jewel.

Its step cutting shows the jewel’s perfection
(and subsequently flaws). Only the top qual-

ity diamonds are used for emerald cut
stones, where larger facets act like mirrors.

Step cut stones are generally not as bright and fiery as bril-
liant cut stones, but rather accentuate clarity and lustre.

The emerald cut’s rectilinear form was very popular in the
Art Deco period, and is still available in the antique jew-

ellery market. 
The emerald cut’s clean lines may be suited to someone who’s into

vintage clothing, classic movies, and Jazz.

Oval brilliant cuts provide a bigger surface
area than a round with the same carat
weight, and therefore are an excellent option
for shoppers looking for bigger size for their
dollar. Look for even, well rounded ends with
a full body having an optimal length-to-width
ratio.
If your gal is a classic, than one of these diamonds will be the
centrepiece of the perfect ring for her.

The Flanders cut is similar to the
princess, but is modified in that its corners
are cut. It is named after the Flanders
region in Belgium, where many soldiers
gave their lives in the First World War. Any
diamond with such a well thought out
name deserves some attention.

If there is a strong military history in the bride’s family, perhaps a
stone acknowledging the Great War is the right choice.

The Asscher cut diamond, or rather
“square emerald cut,” is the cross
between the princess and emerald
options. It looks like the emerald cut,
and likewise has cropped corners, but is
square rather than rectangular.
The Asscher cut is designed to draw the
eye into the diamond so always select
the highest quality stone you can afford. 
This is the stone that Aidan gave to Carrie on Sex and the City.
If your girl’s a fashionable hipster, this may be the route to take
— symmetrical and classic, but with a bit of a new twist.

The step cut baguette was also all the rage
in the Art Deco period. It is similar to the
emerald cut but has with fewer facets, and
is usually used to flank a bigger central
stone. Like the emerald cut, the baguette
does not have the sparkle of  a brilliant cut
but has a classic beauty. Baguette indeed
refers to the French word — it resembles a
loaf  of  bread.
If a solitaire is out of the question, and you
want to get your girl several diamonds, the baguette’s the
answer — especially if you’re proposing at the base of the Eiffel
tower.

The pear-shaped brilliant usually has
the 58-facet pattern. Look for a well-
shaped point and an even-shaped oppo-
site end. 
Pear-shaped diamonds work great for pen-
dants and earrings — they’re not our sug-
gested choice for an engagement ring. But if
your gal loves fruit salad, then maybe this
would be the perfect gem.

The trillion cut was developed in the late
1970s. The trillion is a triangle that has equi-
lateral sides. It is often cut shallow and looks
large for its carat weight. Trillion diamonds
are beautiful when flanking a centre dia-
mond, or in a more avant-guarde piece as a
centre diamond. 
For those with Celtic heritage and who know of St. Patrick’s use
of the shamrock to explain the Holy trinity, this may be a good
choice to acknowledge family background. 

Did you know? 
The world’s top diamond cutting and polishing centre
is India. It processes 11 out of 12 diamonds
worldwide. The sector employs 1.3 million people
and accounts for 14 per cent of India’s $80 billion in
annual exports. Its share in the world polished
diamond market is 92 per cent by pieces and 55 per
cent by value.

The Marquise is typically cut using a standard
brilliant pattern, in the shape of  an eye, com-
ing to a point at opposite ends. It has a very

big surface area for its carat weight, so it’s an
excellent option if  you want a big, long look for
less dollars. A variation on the Marquise is the

navette, French for “little boat,” because it
resembles the hull of  a sailboat.

If you want to sail into the sunset with your 
partner, this may be a good choice.

The heart shape is a brilliant cut with
again, a 58-facet pattern. It is important

to look for a perfectly symmetrical
appearance where the top arches are of
even heighth and breadth, and the over-

all shape is pleasing to the eye.
If you really want to hand over your heart to
the woman you’re about to marry, this could

be the way. Though it could also be the way to get your heart
broken — in this day and age wearing your heart on your hand

isn’t all that fashionable.

The rose or rosette consists of  triangular
facets arranged in a symmetrical radiat-

ing pattern, but with the bottom of  the
stone left flat. Various forms of  the rose
cut have been used, but generally con-
sists of  usually 12 or 24 facets (much

lower than the brilliant cuts), in symmetri-
cal arrangement, which rise to form a point. Variations

include: the briolette (oval); Antwerp rose (hexagonal); and
double Dutch rose (resembling two rose cuts united back-
to-back) Rose cuts are seldom seen nowadays, except in

antique jewellery.
If your soon to be fiancée has some old-fashioned values, this

may be the rock for her. 

The four Cs of 
diamond buying

W hen buying a diamond, pay attention to
four things: clarity, colour, carat, and cut
— the four Cs. Do not buy a diamond

unless it has been independently appraised for all
four of these qualities. 

Make sure that the diamond has a “cert” — a
written document that lists the four Cs of that
specific diamond. All that matters is that the
diamond must have been appraised by an unbiased
set of eyes. If the jeweller can’t provide a
legitimate cert for the diamond, then don’t buy it
— at least until it has been appraised by an
independent expert. 

Clarity
A diamond’s clarity is the primary factor in

determining its price. Clarity refers to how easily
you can see any imperfections in the diamond —
surface blemishes or “inclusions” inside the stone.
The fewer the flaws, the more light is reflected,
and the more the diamond will sparkle.

There is a specific scale to judge a diamond’s
clarity — good jewellers will inform you about
this. Flawless diamonds mean that you can’t see
any imperfections under 10-times magnification. 

Here’s the most important thing to know: unless
you want to blow a lot of cash, get a VS or SI
diamond. While technically imperfect, you can’t
tell these diamonds are flawed unless you look at
them under a microscope.

Colour
The colour of a diamond ranges from clear to a

faint yellow. The more colourless the diamond, the
more expensive it is. 

Types of diamonds that have colour and — such
as red, green, and canary yellow diamonds — are
more expensive than their clear counterparts. 

There’s a scale for colour, too, which any good
jeweller will provide you with.

Carat
This is how much the diamond weighs, which

in turn determines its size. One carat weighs .20
grams; one carat is equal to 100 points. A 50-point
diamond (0.5 carat) is the size of a small pea. On
the other end of the scale, a 69 carat diamond
(6,900 points) is about the size of a golf ball.

If the diamonds you’re perusing are all too
pricey, it is better to move a notch down the carat
scale and get a smaller diamond, than to get an
ugly big diamond. 

When comparing diamonds, always compare
them loose, and not when they’re in the ring. It’s
easier to see imperfections that way.

Cut
The “cut” is the diamond’s shape. A diamond

cut is usually a symmetrical arrangement of facets,
which together modify the shape and appearance
of the crystal. 

About one-third of a diamond’s price tag is
clarity, one-third colour, and one-third cut. The
angles of a diamond’s cut are a large factor in
determining its sparkle. If the proportions of a cut
are wrong, the light won’t refract properly, and
you’ll end up with a big, heavy rock that doesn’t
twinkle. The more sparkle, the better the cut, and
the greater the diamond’s value.

Tips to help you pick out the best
bling for your bride-to-be

Compiled by Press staffer Meghan Duncan

RINGlingo
purchase. To that end, it’s common for the woman to
accompany the man in the purchase of an engagement
ring in these modern times of ours. At least then you
know she’ll be happy with what she picks out. It takes all
the pressure off. But if you’re old-fashioned (chivalry
isn’t dead, guys!) and want it to be a surprise — make
sure to do your research and know what your potential
bride-to-be wants (she’ll be wearing it forever, right?).
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F rom pesticide-free flowers to
organic food, having a green
wedding is both an environmen-

tally conscious and trendy choice. 
Many couples opt for the greener event

to start creating the world that they want
surrounding them in their lives. An
ecologically sound wedding celebration
can involve every aspect of the day.
Choose natural fabrics, sustainable foods,
and donations to a favourite charity. 

Here are some hints to get you started: 

Location
Consider an outdoor wedding, or

simply have the ceremony and reception
at the same location to avoid having
guests drive between the two. 

Dress
Buy a vintage dress! Recycling is the

centre of the fashion world — and
besides, you’ll have “something old”
checked off your list.

There are many wedding dresses
(designer or not) being made from non-
chemically treated fabrics such as soy,
hemp, organic silk, organic cotton,
organic wool, tencel, and even bamboo. 

Say “no” to pure white — get a dress
in your best colour because white
wedding dresses go through a toxic
chemical process. Or choose a simple
dress you can wear again. 

Support a local designer or dressmaker,
that way there will be little or no cost to
transport the garment, and you’ll be
strengthening your local economy. In the
same vein, check out local design
programs — make use of a talented, eager
student to create your gown at a fraction
of the price you would pay retail (and that
way you can be sure that no one else will
wear the same design).

When the day’s all over, consider
donating your gown to charity. Check out
www.makingmemories.org — a non-
profit organization that sells donated
wedding dresses, with proceeds going to
breast cancer research. 

Invitations
Buy 100 per cent recycled invitations

that are processed without chlorine, and
encourage guests to recycle them. You

can also have seeds embedded in the
invitation — guests can plant the card and
flowers will grow.

Use a reply postcard so that there will
be no envelope — you’ll save money and
paper. It has also become popular to send
e-mail invitations.

At Winchester Print and Stationary, a
lot of larger wedding-invitation orders are
out-sourced to a company that offers
embossing and embellishment options.

For smaller weddings however,
invitations can be custom-designed and
printed on-site in Winchester.

“Most paper we have does have
recycled content,” said Tracey Adams.
“But there are pros and cons to using
recycled material.”

She explained that especially if
photographs are being printed, slight
flaws in recycled paper can sometimes
appear on the subject’s face or elsewhere.

“We’ll discuss the options, and paper
can be ordered,” Adams said about
customers’ specific requests.

While “recycled” sometimes comes
with the connotation that the newspaper
in your blue box is remade into more
paper, that’s only the case in “post-
consumer” recycling. Paper “containing
recycled content,” according to Adams,
comes from a variety of sources —
including scraps from the mill in which it
was originally produced.

“If there’s a flaw, they throw it back in
the pulper and it goes through the process
again,” Adams said, explaining that that
paper would be considered to contain
“recycled content.”

“The whole concept of recycling is,
generally speaking, not well understood,”
she said, noting that using recycled
material for wedding invitations is “only
half a drop of water in the sea.”

There are certain paper mills that only
use scraps of wood (from local lumber
mills or other sources) and therefore don’t
cut any trees down directly to produce
paper.

She also pointed out that there is
always a surplus of tissue paper — ideal
for decorating — which is sold for $1 for
a large bundle, as well as ends of a
newsprint roll, which could be used as
table covers (Have crayons as a

centrepiece and let your
guests go nuts!) or for other
purposes.

Also, think about creating a
website with details about
your wedding — directions,
hotels, and other weekend
events — to avoid having to
print this information out.

Food
Find a caterer who will

provide organic entrées. Serve
salads made from vegetables
grown in your own garden, or
vegetables purchased at the
local farmers’ market.

Shelley Spruit at
Winchelsea Farms north of
Winchester uses ingredients
grown on-site or locally in the
entrées she prepares for
wedding receptions.

“There’s a growing trend
that people want to be aware
of where their food is coming from,” she
explained. “It’s not necessarily about it
being organic, but about fresh, locally-
grown, home made goods. Organic is all
well and good — but not if it’s being
shipped in from Mexico.”

She noted that many couples getting
married or hosting a reception at
Winchelsea are well-educated and know
what they are looking for.

She decorates the reception hall
seasonally using dried flowers and herbs
grown on-site, and if ingredients for food
aren’t grown on her farm, she makes a
conscious decision to support other local
growers. 

“It’s a whole philosophy to support the
community,” she said.

If your wedding is a backyard affair,
rent real glasses, dishes, and cloth
napkins, to avoid using disposable plates,
or if disposable plates are the only option,
use biodegradable, compostable dishes
and flatware made from cornstarch, sugar
cane, or tropical leaves. 

Flowers
Find a florist that uses flowers from

local or organic farms (again, check out
local farmers’ markets). Use potted plants

in place of cut flowers for centrepieces,
which can be given out as gifts.

At Winchelsea Farms, there’s the
option of having your bouquet made from
flowers grown on-site — or simply using
the farm’s large gardens as a back drop
for photos.

“Some clients want me to take care of
everything,” Spruit said, explaining that
she purposely planted a large variety of
sunflowers for a fall wedding this year, so
that the flowers would be in full bloom
for use in every facet of the affair.

Favours
Spruit says she has made herb

bouquets, jars of homemade jam, and
other items to give out as favours.

Give out 11-watt compact fluorescent
bulbs to help counteract all of the carbon
dioxide being released by your guests
travelling by plane or car to your
wedding. Replacing a 50-watt
incandescent bulb with the compact
fluorescent will save 685 pounds of
carbon dioxide.

What about a paper bookmark laced
with wildflower seeds? A useful gift that
can then be planted for more enjoyment. 

1027 NOTRE-DAME, EMBRUN
Toll Free 1-888-88-MAHEU

613-443-2191APPLIANCES  - FURNITURE

www.maheufurniture.com 
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 9 am-6 pm; Thurs.-Fri. 9 am-9 pm;

Sat. 9 am-5 pm; Sun. 11 am-4 pm

FREE LAYAWAY PLAN* FREE DELIVERY*

LARGE SELECTION OF
APPLIANCES IN STOCK

*Details in store

Need New Appliances? 
Start With Good Quality

22 cu. ft.
Bottom
Mount
Refrigerator

Special
$1,49900

Gemini
Double Oven

Range

Special
$1,29900

Deluxe Dishwasher

Special $59900

WHITE OR BLACK
• Electronic controls
• Factory installed ice-

maker
• Clear deli drawer

WHITE OR BLACK
• Self-cleaning ovens

• Ceran cooktop
• Precise broil

WHITE OR BLACK
• Electronic controls

• Tall tub
• Adjustable upper rack SAVE THE PST ON ALL

ENERGY STAR APPLIANCES

Go green on your big day
Eco-friendly and organic weddings are the way of the future

• continued on next page
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SEWING SHOP
504 Main Street

Winchester

613-774-6260

Hours:
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9-5:30;

Thurs. 9-7;
Sat. 9-12;

Closed Sun. & Mon.

• Wedding Receptions • Mixed Parties
• Business Luncheons • Fundraisers

• Anniversary/Birthday • Banquets, etc....

For more information or to book your event, call

613-448-1997

Chesterville Legion
Branch 434

HALL RENTALS

Heather Cooke Erwin PHOTOGRAPHY

Lasting Impressions
RR2, Mountain • 613-989-6145

Over 24 years of experience providing premium quality photography of traditonal 
or contemporary wedding and commitment ceremonies at affordable prices

Home of

We have what you need!
• Helium Balloon Bouquets • Room and Car Decorations

• Cake Decorating Supplies  • Bulk Candy

RENTALS: • Cake Pans • Wedding Cake &
Cupcake Stands • Helium Tanks

All available from either our Winchester or Kemptville location:

• Bulk, Snacks & Baking Supplies • Helium Balloons
• Party Supplies & Gifts • Kitchen Gadgets & Cookbooks

• Quality Baby & Parent Products
• Electric Breast Pump Rentals • Farm Memorabilia

498 Main St. W., Winchester
613-774-2783

www.villagebin.com

Creekside Centre, Cty. Rd. 43
Kemptville

613-258-0222

• Cake Pan Rentals • Cake Decorating Supplies
• Balloons & Party Supplies • Tin Signs

• Kitchenware • Bulk Candy
• Mom & Baby • Breast Pump Rentals

by Meghan Duncan

D eciding on the perfect wedding
day hair do could be compared
to shopping for a diamond ring,

because you have to think about the four
Cs: cut, colour, condition, and curl (or
lack thereof).

That’s where B&C Hair Add-Ons in
Embrun comes in. Hair consultant
Beverley Plummer can help make any
bride-to-be’s locks look lengthy for the
big day.

“Long, short, curly, straight — we’ve
got a big selection,” said Plummer.

The store has a wide variety of clip-in,
braid-in, and glue-in extensions to help
make every bride’s dream hair a reality.

“The glue-in extensions last about a
week or two, depending on how much
conditioner you use,” Plummer said. “The
braid-in ones last the longest — about
two months.”

But, she explained, the most popular
wedding-day hair add-ons are clip-in
extensions.

“You wake up in the morning, clip it
in, and go,” Plummer said, noting that
many of her clients use the clip-in
extensions on a daily basis. “They are
definitely the most popular.”

Clip-in extensions come in one-piece,
two-piece, and 10-piece varieties.

“It all depends on how much volume
you want,” Plummer said, explaining that
with the 10-piece option, locks can be

placed all-over the head and more toward
the front.

B&C also offers up-do add-ons,
including “the perfect bun,” and for
brides looking for length, there are
several options — including the choice
between synthetic or human hair.

“With the synthetic, you cannot use
heat,” Plummer explained, noting that
synthetic styles come straight or curly to
match hair’s natural body, and are less
expensive than the authentic option.

“With the human hair extensions, you
can use a curling iron and style it the way
you would your own hair,” she explained,
noting that depending on what style needs
to be achieved, it may be worth it to opt
for the more expensive version.

Matching the add-on to one’s natural
hair colour is “no problem,” according to
Plummer. With the synthetic varieties,
there are a dozen colours to choose from,
many of which have highlights already
built in. The human-hair extensions can
be dyed to match any colour if needed.

“There are so many new things coming
in all the time,” Plummer said about the
variety available in her store, noting that
once a bride-to-be has picked out her
perfect tresses, she can choose a tiara, or
other fancy barrets or jewels to add some
sparkle to the ’do.

“Everybody chooses something
different,” she explained. “There are no
two brides the same.”

B&C Hair helps brides
head down the aisle

Or give tree saplings
that guests can plant —
they’ll have a daily
reminder of the wedding in
their front yard.

Instead of favours,
inform your guests that
you have donated $1 or $2
per guest to your favourite
charitable organization. 

Gifts
If you are already

settled into a home, and
don’t need kitchenware or
furnishings, put “Your
presence is your gift to us”
on your invitation.
Alternatively, recommend
that your guests donate to
your favourite
environmental group or
charity in honour of the
special occasion. 

If you are still
establishing a home, think
about registering with an

eco-conscious retailer to
minimize receiving
unnecessary trinkets. 

If you are going to buy
gifts for your wedding
party, consider non-
material options like
massage therapy gift
certificates, or enjoyable
gifts like soap, fair-trade
coffee, wine, etcetera. 

There are several
vintners now creating
organic wines — made
without pesticides or
chemical fertilizers.
Organic wines have
minimal sulfites, too,
potentially eliminating that
pesky red-wine headache.

Rings
Buy wedding bands

from recycled gold, or visit
an antique jewellery store
to pick out something
really unique.

Go green • continued from previous page

Hair consultant Beverley Plummer at B&C Hair Add-Ons in Place D’Embrun is ready to help make
any bride’s dream hairdo a reality.                                                             Press Photo — Slack
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Annable’s
   Jewellery 513 Main Street

Winchester
613-774-2102

For your engagement or wedding,
we have a spectacular assortment

of fine jewellery and rings

Diamond Engagement Rings
for Special Ladies

Wedding Bands for
Brides and Grooms

We also carry a lovely selection
of attendants’ gifts

fÉÅxà{|Çz zÉÄw?
áÉÅxà{|Çz Çxã?

áÉÅxà{|Çz
à{tà áÑtÜ~Äxá
}âáà yÉÜ çÉâ
• Shower Gifts • Wedding Gifts and more

Weddings & Proms
Fashionable wigs, hairpieces

and add-ons available
Come in and see the newest styles and selection
in hair extensions, braids, tiaras and accessories

DuringBefore

B&C HAIR ADD-ONS
Beverley Plummer

Hair Consultant

767 Notre- Dame
Place d’Embrun

613-443-5953
Gift Certificates Available

After

For Your
Special Day
A Horse
Drawn

Carriage

DUKEDALE FARMS
Denzel J. Duke

RR#1, Winchester • 613-448-3497

by Bonnie James

I t was scorchingly hot. The bride
wore what she refers to as a “flying
nun hat.” The ceremony

nearly didn’t proceed because
of a technicality. And at its
conclusion the Nigerian union
was celebrated with drumming
and dancing.

Suzanne Summers and
Akeem Akintunde met in an
online Christian chatroom in
March of 2006. At first glance,
a bookkeeper and tutor from
Winchester and a cloth and clothing
salesman from Nigeria might not seem to
have anything in common, but a
connection was made and a relationship
blossomed.

“We were basically chatting online
every day,” Suzanne told the Press
recently, explaining that the couple
progressed to talking on the phone.

Things got to the point where she had
to decide whether or not to meet this man
face to face. She set up a volunteer
position with Children of Promise
Ministries at an orphanage in the same
city where Akeem lived. She went to
Nigeria in September 2006. 

“I was under their protection,” she said
about the ministry, noting that she worked
in the children’s home but also had free
time to get to know Akeem and his family
and friends.

While Akeem’s first language is
Yoruba, which Suzanne is trying to learn,
he speaks English very well.

“There was no problem with
chemistry,” she said with a smile.

While Suzanne was in Nigeria, the
couple decided to get married. 

She explained that the Nigerian custom
to signify that a man and a woman are a
couple is to wear matching outfits made
out of the same cloth. For an engagement
gift, Akeem gave Suzanne an outfit he
had designed that matched one of his
own.

“We decided to get married at
Christmas,” said Suzanne, explaining that
the plan was for Akeem to come to
Canada and the couple to get married in
the Wesleyan Church in Winchester. “I
didn’t want a big wedding.”

Her fiance’s visa was denied, however,
and the wedding didn’t go ahead.

“It was a very sad Christmas,” she said.
They planned again for March, but the

visa was again denied. So Suzanne
travelled to Nigeria again and married
Akeem in May 2007.

She explained that while the ceremony
was not a full traditional Nigerian
wedding it was still considerably different
than many Canadian weddings.

“It was what’s called a registry
marriage,” she said, explaining that on her
wedding day she had to get up very early
and go to the registry building because it
was first come, first served — there were
no appointments. The wedding
participants had to wait for hours, but
eventually had their turn.

Both the bride and the groom needed
to have family representatives take part in
the ceremony. As Suzanne had no family
with her in Nigeria, friends of the groom
stood in for her. She said the registry
officials were reluctant to proceed with
the substitution and initially said the
couple could not be her family because
she was white and they were black.

“I was looking at Akeem wondering if
they were going to let us get married,”
she said, explaining there was a pause in
the ceremony as both sides voiced
opinions on the matter. “But they
somehow solved it.”

She said that the officials did speak
English for much of the ceremony, but
she was still a little lost because of their
heavy accents.

“It was a Christian ceremony,” she
said, noting that they had to make a
thumbprint on the official form and then
sign beside it. Both the bride and groom
had to kiss a Bible, then sign an oath, say
their vows, exchange rings, and finally
finished the ceremony with a kiss.

Suzanne’s wedding outfit was made of
white Nigerian cloth and matched that of
her husband. 

“My wedding dress only cost $75,” she
laughed. 

She did wear a traditional Nigerian
headtie called a “gele.” Akeem’s sister,
who was Suzanne’s “best lady” for the
wedding, tied it for her.

“I got her to tie it a second time
because the first time it was too big,” said
Suzanne, noting she’s not a fan of hats at
all.

After their wedding, they had a
reception with a DJ, but the electricity
went out and they had to use a generator,
which also eventually quit. Suzanne
explained that the electricity in the part of
Nigeria where Akeem lives is not reliable.
When she visits, she stays in a hotel to be
sure of having electricity and water, and
also because it’s safer.

“You come back with a greater
appreciation of Canada,” she said about
travelling in Africa.

Suzanne and Akeem are still planning
to have a second wedding in Winchester
when he is able to enter the country.
Suzanne said she will wear the same
dress, and her attendants will wear outfits
made out of Nigerian cloth, as well. She
explained that she wants her family and
friends to have a chance to take part in
their celebration.

“My mom was upset that she didn’t get
to see me get married,” she said.

As they wait for his visa application to
be processed, Akeem is taking Microsoft
computer classes.

“He’s developing his skills for the
workforce here,” said Suzanne, noting the
couple will reside in Winchester at first.

Suzanne went to see him in August and
is planning to go again in May.

“I’m going to be with him on our
anniversary,” she said.

While separated, the couple are coping
with both the distance and the six-hour
time difference. They make good use of
the Internet to keep in touch and are
feeling their way through their cultural
differences.

“You have to learn compromise,” said
Suzanne. “And you learn to pick your
battles. We have a lot of discussions.”

She’s also taking the time apart to
learn to cook Nigerian food. 

“They put hot peppers in everything,”
she said.

While her Nigerian wedding was not
the wedding day she had initially planned,
Suzanne noted that she was willing to
sacrifice having her family present.

“He’s the one that’s going to have to
say goodbye to his friends and family (to
move to Canada),” she said.

Nigerian nuptials Geographic barrier bridged by love

Suzanne Summers became
Suzanne Akintunde last May. 
The story of how she met her 

husband Akeem and the details
of her wedding day are anything

but ordinary. 

Suzanne and
Akeem Akintunde

were married in
Nigeria in May

2007. 
The couple is still

waiting for Akeem’s
visa to be approved
so he can move to
Canada. Once he

arrives, the couple
will have a second

wedding at the
Winchester

Wesleyan Church.



by Bonnie James

M arion Byers and her
daughter Cheryl
Irven have turned

their passion for decorating into
a business. Over the past couple
of years, the pair have slowly
been building up Unique Deco-
rating within the local commu-
nities. They decorate for all
types of events, but especially
love to do weddings.

“There’s no two alike,” said
Irven about the weddings they
have designed. “Because there’s
no two brides alike.”

They have decorated venues
from Ottawa to Cornwall and
from churches, to community
halls, to huge hotel conference
rooms. They’ll even decorate
the location’s washrooms. 

“We called it Unique because
we want to do something
different than someone else
would do,” said Byers.

Although the design is done
by the two women, they said
that when it comes to the

execution of the decor they
have lots of help.

“Our spouses are involved
and there are two or three other
ladies who help out,” explained
Irven, noting that set up for a
big event can take six to eight
hours and involve a whole
truckload of props, lights, and
linens, as well as crystal, silver,
and candles.

Byers said they always
create a focal point for photos
in case inclement weather
overrules outside choices. For
one wedding they transported
an antique fireplace and chairs.
Others have used a rustic rail
fence and flowers for a photo
backdrop.

They also try to have a
special featured spot for the
wedding cake.

When initially sitting down
with a couple, or whoever is
planning the wedding decor,
Byers and Irven ask them to
bring colour samples of
wedding elements. 

“Then we talk about their
likes and dislikes and try to find
the right style for them,” said
Byers.

Potential clients can browse
through the photos of Unique
Decorating’s past events,
which showcase everything
from a garden theme to a
wedding designed around the
Ottawa Senators’ logo.

“For budgeting, we
provide a price range within
a couple of hundred
dollars,” said Irven, noting
that from what she’s seen,
Unique Decorating’s
prices compare very
favourably with
decorators based out of
the city. “You always get
more than your money’s
worth with us.”

The ladies always
like to check out the
venue in person well before
the event. Irven said she
sometimes takes photos, but
often just sketches the area
noting the locations of things
like electrical outlets, lights,
and kitchen access.

They are prepared to deal
with on-site challenges, such as
camouflaging dartboards or
other unsightly elements, or
venues that forbid affixing
anything to the walls.

“We use a lot of fishing line
and suspend things from the
ceiling,” said Irven about those
cases.

She explained that they are
also ready to accommodate
clients’ wishes regarding how
the reception hall should be set
up. For example, some couples
are choosing to have the head
table in the centre of the room,
rather than at one end.

Flowers are a big focus for

the business.
Byers
previously
owned
Marion’s
Flowers in
Chesterville,
which is now
owned by her
daughter-in-law,
Wendy, and
operates out of
Bridals by Al-
Mor.

The pair said they also use a
lot of lights, providing a
magical atmosphere when the
lights go down later in the
evening.

The duo is willing to take on
any sort of decorating challenge
and relish the chance to work
with unique colour
combinations.

“The fun part is putting it up
and seeing it come together,”
said Irven. “You have
something in your head and I
just love seeing how it all turns
out.”

“It’s a lot of fun,” agreed
Byers. “We love the feedback
we get from people. They’ve all
said ‘Wow!’”

To contact Unique Decorating,
call 613-448-2724.

Unique Decorating makes your wedding 
stand out from the crowd
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Country and Primitive Collectibles and Giftware, Jewellery and more

Tuesday to Friday 9 am-5:30; Saturday 9 am-4 pm

487 Main St. East, Winchester   613-774-6132

Jennifer Lecours,
Proprietor

Jen’s Fawcett’s Jewellery
and Gifts

FREE GIFT
WRAPPING

Because Every Bride is Unique...Because Every Bride is Unique...
A Gift of Willow Tree® Communicates Beyond Words

Promise 
Cake Topper

Hold dear the promise
of love

#26189     6” Cake Topper

Anniversary
Love ever endures

#26184     6” Figurine

Promise 
Photo Album

Hold dear the promise
of love

#26395   Holds 300 photos

Esthetics & Hairstyling
4641⁄2 Main Street E., Winchester   613-774-3111

Double Beauty

- One month ahead of your wedding: book for your makeup consultation
- One week ahead of your wedding: facial and eyebrow shape
- Day before your wedding: pedicure and manicure
- The day of your wedding: makeup, wash and blow dry

For only

$16500

Reg. $201.00

Wash,
Blow Dry
& Makeup

We use all professional
products from Paris

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

$8200

Wash, Blow Dry,
Makeup &
Manicure

Full
Body

Massage

Wash,
Blow Dry

& Manicure

Self-Tanning
Treatment
Gel Nails

Choose the best team

TO CREATE A PICTURE-PERFECT WEDDING
PACKAGE DEALS AVAILABLE

Cheryl Irven (left) and her mother Marion Byers of Cannamore have launched
Unique Decorating to help clients decorate any space for any occasion —
though weddings are a favourite. From an indoor garden to an Ottawa Sena-
tors theme, this duo is ready to tackle any decorating challenge and make
your wedding venue a place to remember forever.   Press Photo — James
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By Bonnie James

E veryone knows that food can make
or break a party, and weddings are
no exception. You want every detail

to be perfect and that means planning,
often months in advance. A big question
to answer is whether the wedding meal
should be served to the tables or present-
ed buffet-style. Each method has its
perks.

Budget is a major player in this
decision. A buffet meal is less expensive
than one served to the tables.

“Your money will be saved in serving
costs,” said Al Graham of A.J.’s Catering,
noting that his company offers both a
formal buffet and a 100 per cent buffet
service.

Something else to consider is the
variety of food the hosts wish to serve.
Offering a choice of entrées is much
simpler with a buffet presentation. Can’t
decide between beef, chicken, and fish?
Go buffet and serve them all.

“Guests have the choice of a little bit
of all three meats or a whole lot of one,”
said Graham.

With a buffet presentation, hosts can
also choose to offer potatoes, rice, and
pasta if they wish, and a selection of
vegetables. The flexibility of buffet
service also allows for specialty items
such as devilled eggs or other favourites
that might not be able to be included in a
sit-down meal.

With A.J.’s formal buffet, salad, rolls,
coffee, tea, and dessert are all served at
the table, while the main course is served
buffet. 

“It offers a very formal start to the
meal,” said Graham. “We can serve as
many courses as you like before the
buffet.”

The atmosphere you’re trying to
achieve should also be considered. A very
formal wedding probably deserves a
dinner served to the tables. A more casual

affair may be overwhelmed by a full sit-
down meal.

However, it is possible that a sit-down
meal or formal buffet may best satisfy
wedding guests. Graham pointed out that
his staff serves tea and coffee until people
don’t want anymore
— at least three
rounds. For a
crowd of 100
people, he
estimates they will
serve 250 cups. If
the same number of
people are left to
fetch their own
after-dinner
beverages, the
number of cups
served dwindles to
80.

“Who is the
happier guest, the
one who has had
two cups of coffee
poured for them or
the one who hasn’t
bothered to get up
and get even one?”
he asked.

Graham said that
people tend to
worry about entrée
selection too much.

“I still believe that a beautiful roast
beef dinner or a lovely chicken breast can
be served to 200 people as a sit-down
dinner without any problems,” he said. 

He said he doesn’t recommend offering
a choice of entrée at a sit down meal.

“People tend to forget what they
ordered,” he said. “Or they see what their
neighbour is getting and they change their
minds about their own meal.”

With a sit-down dinner, specialty meals
can be always provided to accommodate
particular diets.

While price, food variety, and
atmosphere should all be taken into
account when determining how the meal
should be presented, Graham said that
very rarely does the venue come into play.

“If we’re extremely cramped for space,
the style of service
that requires the
most room is the
full sit down meal,”
he said. “But I can
always come up
with a method of
making it happen.”

He noted one
occasion where a
sit down dinner had
to be plated on a
different floor of
the building and
transported by
elevator in order to
be served.

“Some caterers
wouldn’t do that,”
he pointed out.

Other serving
options

Another option
is a country-style
meal, where the
guests are seated
and platters and

bowls of food are brought to the tables by
servers and guests serve themselves.

A.J.’s does not offer this type of
service.

“I find people don’t take a proper
portion,” said Graham, also noting that
people may be reluctant to take a food item
that is not a favourite. “Assisted serving
provides a far more satisfied customer.”

A final type of food presentation is
cocktail service. Graham warned against
this approach, too. 

While hosts may think they will save

money by having the wedding late in the
day and only offering hors d’oeuvres
afterwards, guests may not get enough to
eat to satisfy them.

“Your guests are going to be ravenous,”
said Graham, noting that in the rush to get
ready for the wedding, people won’t take
time to consume a proper dinner.

If necessary, A.J.’s will serve what
Graham calls “walking food,” which is
heartier fare all served in bite-sized
pieces. “It’s a cocktail wedding with
substance,” he said.

He explained that the company has
special cocktail plates with a notch to
hold a guest’s wine glass so they can
carry their drink and food with one hand.

“This is not a cost-effective alternative,”
he said about the “walking food” option,
noting that it is labour intensive for the
staff to prepare bite-sized pieces.

Ask for what you want
Graham said that his company attempts

to be as flexible as possible to
accommodate clients, as long as he feels
the food can be served quickly and up to
his standards.

“I want people to leave an event
saying, ‘the food was really great,’” he
explained.

He said the company prides itself on
offering generous portions and serving all
guests within a 15 minute time frame
(usually even faster). Seconds are offered
on all meals with no additional charge.

He said that before meeting with a
bride and groom, he provides as much
information as possible regarding service
styles and menu options.

He then asks that all people who want
input into how the reception will be
managed — whether it be Auntie Sue or
the mother of the bride — come to the
meeting.

“We can answer all the ‘what ifs,’”
said Graham.

HWY. 31 AT HWY. 43,
SOUTH OF WINCHESTER

Mon.-Thurs. 8 am-7 pm; Fri. 8 am-8 pm; Sat. 8 am-6 pm; Sun. 9 am-5 pm

WINCHESTER
613-774-1567 613-774-2700

Getting Married... Starting a New Life... Creating a Home

at Winchester Home Hardware
for all your home projects

Every bridal couple is unique, and our store features a selection of items they’ll
both love. We have something for every part of their new life together

MAY WE SUGGEST:
Fixtures and Decor

Tile, Ceramic or Wood Flooring
Barbecues • Patio Furniture
Power Tools • Lawn Mowers

Kitchen Appliances

A GIFT THEY’LL ENJOY
FOR YEARS TO COME:

Traeger Barbecues
and so much more!

GIFT VOUCHERS ALSO AVAILABLE

Kitchen Cabinets
and Bathroom

Vanities

Countertops for
the Kitchen and

Bath

BEAUTIFUL &
PRACTICAL

ENTERTAINING
TRADITIONAL

& DECORATIVE

Dinner is served: but should it be buffet or sit down?
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1-888-726-4545 • 613-448-1759
Ed & Jolanda De Jong

 www.royaltylimousine.ca

Ride in style... to the church...
to the reception... to the plane

You deserve elegant transportation on your wedding day

‘Service with a Touch of Class’

Oosterhof — Harbers
Henry and Evelina Oosterhof and Albert
and Linda Harbers are thrilled to announce
the upcoming marriage of their children
Loraine Elizabeth Oosterhof and Robert
William Harbers. The wedding will take
place on Sept. 20, 2008 in Athens Christian
Reformed Church.

Morrow — Andre
Brian and Susan Morrow are pleased to
announce the forthcoming marriage of their
daughter, Pamela to Adam Andre, son of
Ron and Bev Andre of Cornwall. A fall
wedding is planned to be held on Oct. 11,
2008 in Cornwall.

Love, your family

Bryan — Sears
George and Arlene Bryan of Mountain,
Ontario, along with Carl and Marie Sears of
South Mountain, Ontario are delighted to
announce the engagement of their children,
Marianne Bryan to David Sears.
Congratulations to both of you!

Engagements &
Forthcoming Marriages

Shepherd — Tipper
Doug and Elva Shepherd of Osgoode,
together with Roli and Linda Tipper of
Belleville happily announce the
engagement of their children, Sherrie and
Adam. The wedding will take place June 7,
2008 at Albert College in Belleville.

McDermid — 
Lawford
Mr. and Mrs. Donnie
McDermid and Mrs.
Sharon MacNeil and
the late Wally Lawford
are pleased to
announce the
upcoming marriage of
their children Christy
McDermid and David
Lawford. The wedding
is to take place on
Sept. 20, 2008.

Irven — Forgues
Cheryl and Neil Irven
and Martine and François
Forgues will be
celebrating the marriage
of Cara and Etienne on
August 9, 2008.
Festivities for families
and friends will take
place at GrayHawk Golf
Course.

Honey — Staal
Harry and Peggy
Honey and Henry and
Cora Staal are pleased
to announce the recent
engagement of their
children, Janice Honey
and Luke Staal.
Congratulations! 

Franklin — 
Shortt
Owen and Bev Shortt
are pleased to
announce the
engagement of their
son, Tyler Shortt, to
Laura Franklin,
daughter of Don and
Diana Tallman and
Scott and Mary
MacDermott.  The
couple plan to marry
in July 2008. 
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www.alliancebridal.com

With over 700 dresses in stock 
from the top designers in the 
bridal industry!!
Come in and view our vast
collections of designer gowns for the
bride, mothers, bridesmaids, flower
girl and guests.

At Alliance we have what you’re
looking for!

STORE HOURS:

Monday-Tuesday 9 am-6 pm; Wednesday & Saturday 9 am-5 pm;
Thursday-Friday 9 am-9 pm; Sunday 11 am-4 pm

Appointment Recommended

613-538-2334
Hwy. 138 at McLean Road 

Moose Creek, Ontario

Ginette & Valerie Lemieux
Proprietors

Glitz and
Glamour

Our on-site 

PROM SHOP
has the hottest styles

in prom fashion this

side of Hollywood!!

For everything
you need for the

upcoming
wedding season

come to

SHADBOLT’S
STEDMAN’S V&S

DEPARTMENT STORE
501 St. Lawrence Street

Winchester   613-774-2008

WEDDING & SHOWER GIFTS

Your
guests
will

dance
the night
away...

to the special music of

SHAD’S DISCO
Music for all occasions

James Shadbolt
613-774-2008

Winchester

9 Industrial Drive
Chesterville

613-448-2852
E-mail: wlaprade@yahoo.ca

Wayne LaPrade Photography...
Let us capture the best memories of your wedding day

with artfully candid photography

COMPLETE WEDDING COVERAGE AVAILABLE ON CD

Bring your
Wedding Photographs to Life

with Digital Portraits
Call for more information and to schedule your

complimentary consultation

Engagements

CHEZ LILI

Daniel & Line Blanchard
1468 St. Albert Rd., St. Albert, Ontario, K0A 3C0 • www.chezlilipartyrentals.ca

613-443-3482                             Fax: 613-443-0906

TENTS
TABLES
CHAIRS
LINEN
DISHES

BBQ

WEDDING
DECORATIONS

BOOTH
RENTAL

Walker — 
Wyatt
Caroline Rooney of
Iroquois is happy to
announce the
engagement of her son
Jamie Brian Wyatt to
Angela Catherine
Walker daughter of
David and Sandra
Walker of Westmeath,
Ontario.  The wedding
is to take place in 
May 2009.

Vanderwal — 
Ouellette
Dan and Joyce
Ouellette are pleased
to announce the
upcoming marriage of
their son Danny to
Krystle Vanderwal,
daughter of Bert and
Paula Vanderwal of
Ottawa. The wedding
is to take place on
June 28, 2008.

McDonald — Hodges
Glenn and Brenda McDonald are pleased to announce the engagement of
their daughter Julianne to Andrew Hodges, son of Brian and Marsha
Hodges of Cumberland. Wedding to take place in Dominican Republic on
April 8, 2008. Reception in Marionville Recreation Hall on April 19, 2008.



RICHARD
Mercerie

Men’s Wear

The Right Look. The Perfect Fit.
Enjoy your wedding day with confidence in an elegant tuxedo from Freeman. Our

designer tuxedos meet the highest standards of quality and style. Whether you prefer
a traditional or contemporary design, we’ll create a distinctive and co-ordinated look

for the most exciting day of your life.

Mon. & Tues. 9 to 6; Wed. & Sat. 9 to 5; Thurs. & Fri. 9 to 9

MOOSE CREEK MALL     613-538-2465

GROOM’S TUXEDO RENTAL PACKAGE FREE
Limited time offer – register early. Details in store.

your life     your story     your way
Whatever the occasion, create your

own Digital Photo Book using
Creative Memories software.

For more information and to learn how, contact

Linda Porteous
Independent Consultant

Winchester  613-774-5172
or by e-mail: harmony1@ca.inter.net
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Gingras — DeJong
Anskia DeJong and Daniel Gingras were
married on July 7, 2007 in Maxville, Ontario.

Rochon — Sharkey
The family congratulates Deb and Richard
on their marriage on Oct. 27, 2007 at the
Holy Trinity Anglican Church in
Chesterville with Reverend Brian Kauk
officiating. Deb is the daughter of Pauline
Sharkey and the late Francis Sharkey.
Richard is the son of Patricia Rochon and
the late Richard Rochon.

Pirie — Hart
Dylan and Austin Pirie are very pleased to
announce the marriage of their parents,
Debbie Hart, daughter of Connie Hart and
the late Mark Hart, and Dwayne Pirie, son
of Marjorie Pirie and the late Ervin Pirie.
The wedding took place on March 15, 2007
at the home of Connie Hart.

Helmer — Van Gurp
Angie, daughter of Tony and Betty Van
Gurp of Chesterville, and Kevin, son of
Don and Linda Helmer of Winchester, were
married on Aug. 25, 2007. A special thanks
to our families and friends for making our
special day so memorable.

Weddings

Armstrong — Laneville
Sandy and Andy Laneville together with
Debbie and John Armstrong are delighted to
announce the marriage of their children
Melanie and Cory. The wedding took place
on Sat., Nov. 10, 2007 at St. Mary’s Church,
Chesterville. The newlyweds reside in
Winchester.

Exner — Barkley
Brian and Trisha Barkley of Elma, and Barry
and Dawn Exner of Ottawa, are very pleased
to announce the marriage of their children
Sarah Barkley and Joel Exner. The outdoor
wedding took place on Sept. 1, 2007 at the
Glen House Resort, Gananoque. Sarah and
Joel currently reside in Hamilton, Ontario.

613-835-4057Steve Barkley   Vars, Ontario
BEST OF 40, 50s, 60s & COUNTRY MUSIC

Music for all Occasions

J&S Disco

Book now for a 2008 Wedding Stag or Reception and get a discount. Call today.
FEATURING THE TOP 40 HITS!

CLASSIC CUTS

UNISEX HAIR STYLING & TANNING SALON

Enjoy the convenience of Hairstyling,
Makeup Application, Waxing and Tanning

Prop. Kathy Morrell                        613-543-2330
East End Promenade, Morrisburg

Marlene Quinton, Independent Sales Director

thequintons@sympatico.ca
www.marykay.ca/mquinton   613-774-6506

Look simply radiant for your wedding day.
Schedule a free makeover. Invite your bridesmaids. Your mom.
I can even help with great gifts for your wedding party. Call me today.

all eyes on the bride
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Take the hassle out of renting
for your special day!

South Mountain   613-989-3815

HALL RENTALS
• Wedding Receptions • Mixed Parties  • Business Luncheons

• Fundraisers • Anniversaries/Birthdays • Banquets

Mountain Township Agricultural Hall

Contact Rhonda Holmes, Manager

613-989-5235

Let the staff at Mountain Township Agricultural Hall
take care of all the details from bar to cleanup

NON-SMOKING HALL

Nifty gifts

781-B Notre Dame Street, Embrun
(across the parking lot from Tim Hortons)

Beautiful Fresh Flowers
Custom-designed Arrangements

Contemporary Style & Professional Service
Uncompromising Quality

Also available…
Exceptional Gifts and Distinctive Home Décor

613.443.1001
design@passiflora.ca       www.passiflora.ca

A Touch of Class
Fashion Design

Designer Clothing for All Occasions Made To Order
Specializing in Weddings, Casual, Proms

and First Communions

Also available in Ready-to-Wear

40 Murray Street, Ottawa
(Time Square Building)     613-244-0044

DAPHNE SPENCER
FASHION DESIGNER
www.atouchofclassfashion.ca

For the environmentally conscious couple,
Winchester Home Hardware sells a variety of
wood-pellet-burning Traeger barbecues.
“They’re really appealing to the younger
generation,” said Robillard, noting that with the
cost of  fuel, pellet barbecues are much more
economical. “They’re very earth-friendly.”

Decorating with metal is a popular trend, and
Winchester Home Hardware has a wide
variety of  wall hangings and art appealing to
diverse tastes. “It’s the in-thing right now,”
Robillard said about the industrial metal art,
noting that the store has an expansive
collection of  home décor ideas in several
themes, including traditional wedding picture
frames and other accessories.

Home Hardware offers gift registry services,
as well. Head to the store to speak with one of
the consultants about what they can offer.
There are gift vouchers and gift cards
available in any denomination, as well.

Press Photos — Duncan

For the couple who enjoy spending time
outdoors, why not surprise them with an
elegant bistro dining set? Another popular
patio accessory available at the store is a
trendy outdoor light and fan combination.
“It’s elegant but practical,” Robillard said of  the
fan, noting that it’s remote controlled and that
the light can be set at different levels to create
certain moods. Home Hardware also has a
selection of  water features to enhance any
home’s patio or garden. From traditional water
fountains to water walls, there’s something for
every couple.

For the newlyweds who already have
everything, why not get creative and present
them with a new trendy Tassimo coffee
maker? “It’s very versatile,” Robillard pointed
out, noting that the unit makes a cup at a time,
and can create specialty coffees, hot
chocolate, and tea, among other beverages.
Home Hardware also has a seven-bottle
electronic wine cooler available. “Lots of
people like to have them in their kitchen,”
Robillard said, noting that the vertical design of
the cooler makes it easy to fit in any room.
Another option available is an 11-piece raclette
set. “It helps make entertaining easy,”
Robillard said, noting that it’s like an updated
version of  a fondue set. Food can be prepared
on several surfaces and easily divided. “It’s
basically like cooking on an open grill,” she
pointed out.

Winchester Home Hardware has a large
selection of  vanities and other bathroom
accessories. For the newlyweds looking to
renovate the washroom they will be sharing,
there’s lots of  choices of  mirrors and other
accessories. “There aren’t just vanities, we’ve
got everything that surrounds the vanity,”
Robillard pointed out. Home Hardware
consultants can help any young couple through
the home-renovation options they’re considering.

Another wedding invitation? What are
you going to get as a gift for this
couple? There are plenty of  gift ideas
at Winchester Home Hardware, which
also offers simple registry services for
the bride and groom. Can’t think of  a
gift idea? Pick up a gift card for the
happy couple and let them decide.
Home Hardware employee Susan
Robillard gave the Press a tour of  the
store and offered some gift-buying tips.

For the bride and groom
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Imagine your
Caribbean
wedding in
paradise...

For more information contact

‘Your Destination Wedding Specialist’
sales@winchestertravel.ca                  www.winchestertravel.ca

479 Main Street, Winchester 86 Mill Street, Russell
613-774-2424  613-445-1001

1-877-774-2424  1-877-946-8785

Gift Baskets

For All

Occasions

Unique Ideas for Wedding Gifts, Bridal Showers,
Attendant Gifts and so much more!

613-543-0002
Fax 613-543-0003

29 Main Street
Morrisburg

RYMAC Ont Inc.

Hanna & Carl
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Tables, Chairs, Dance Floor,
Lighting Available

For further information please call

613-925-1916
or 1-877-799-3700

Have Tents Will TravelHave Tents Will Travel

A
SPECIAL TOUCH TO

ANY OUTDOOR WEDDING

Many Tent Sizes Available

HEX MARQUEE
TENTS

Now
Available

Happy 66th Anniversary
Marion & Roy Hart

on August 17, 2008

Congratulations from your family.

Claude & Ineus Finlay
were married July 15, 1967

Happy Anniversary,
Love from your family 

Wedding 
Anniversaries

HALL RENTAL

WINCHESTER
LIONS HALL

Air Conditioned • Licensed under LLBO

For your...
• Wedding • Anniversary • Birthday

or any other occasion

Call 613-774-2008 to book the

‘THE ICING
ON THE CAKE’

CUSTOM DESIGNED
WEDDING CAKES

by Barbara McLean

Enhance the beauty and

elegance of  your wedding day!

22 College St., Chesterville
613-448-3183

www.theicingonthecake.ca

Phyllis & Keith
Scott
February 26, 2008

Happy 53rd
Anniversary 
“Mom & Dad”
(Grandma &
Grandpa)
Lots of love, 
Brenda, Jim, Dianna
& Shelby
Allen & Brenda
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J uliannah’s Dress and Bridal in the
Moose Creek Mall opened its doors
in October 2004 after many months 
of searching the marketplace to find

unique bridal gowns as well as mothers’
and bridesmaids’ dresses.

“Quality and styling were of the
utmost importance, with prices very
affordable for everyone,” said Vivian
Theoret, owner of Juliannah’s. 

The name Juliannah is derived from
Vivian and her husband Michel’s two
granddaughters — Julia and Savannah.

In addition to quality, styling and
price,
Juliannah’s
boasts “some of
the most
dedicated and
professional
bridal
consultants I
have ever had
the honour to
work with,” said
Vivian. “We
care very deeply
about assisting
our brides and
their parties with
the tiniest
details, which
all add up to a
perfect wedding
day.” 

This level of service is what earned
Vivian the 2007 Business of the Year
award from the Women Entrepreneurs of
Cornwall and Area. 

“I remember when peace of mind was
synonymous with extraordinary customer
service and honesty,” she said. “That is
why at Juliannah’s we strive to meet these
expectations. Anything less is not
accepted.” 

Brides are not only purchasing a
wedding gown from Juliannah’s but an
“association of trust,” and it’s all done
with professionalism and sincere care,
according to the owner. 

“Our brides are our best form of
advertising,” she stated, “so we can’t
afford to treat them with anything less
than the service they deserve.”

At Juliannah’s, there is a wide
selection of formal and informal wedding
gowns, in sizes four to 30, to suit church,
garden, and destination weddings. They
carry evening wear, special occasion

dresses, and ball gowns to suit
ladies of any generation.
Some of their bridal designers
are Jasmine, Sincerity,
Essence of Australia, Eden,
Victoria, Casablanca,
Moonlight, and Mia Solano.

There’s also a variety of
headpieces, jewellery, veils,
and flower girl dresses, plus
bridal and wedding party
footwear at Juliannah’s.

Qualified seamstresses are on staff for
alterations and custom work. 

As a bonus, the whole family can shop
for apparel for the special day at the other
stores in the Moose Creek Mall: Vimi
Shoes, Chez Thérèse Ladies’ Wear, and
Richard Men’s Wear.

Juliannah’s is open seven days a week
to accommodate everyone, and
appointments are highly recommended on
weekends. Phone 613-538-2323 or use
their toll free number, 1-888-938-2323, to
contact Vivian or one of her consultants.

Visit Juliannah’s website at
www.juliannahsbridal.ca and their other
website dedicated to their prom store,
Cinderella’s Prom Shop, also in the
Moose Creek Mall, at www.prom-
gowns.ca.

“Saying yes to the dress is easy at
Juliannah’s Dress and Bridal,” said
Vivian. “Women are beautiful and
deserve a beautiful gown on their
wedding day.”

613-821-1106
www.ottawaweddings.ca

For more information or to reserve your date, call

      hether you want
a traditional or a
contemporary
ceremony, we can
make your day a
truly wonderful
experience. Your
wedding will be
unique, personalized
and to your complete
satisfaction.

W

We can help you to...
• Ensure that your ceremony reflects the personal values and

spirituality you both share
• Create an English, French or bilingual ceremony, one that

speaks of your mutual love, loyalty, commitment and respect

Your ceremony will be conducted with sincerity, dignity, and an
appropriate lightheartedness to suit the occasion by an experienced,

professional officiant who is focused on you and your needs.

Your Wedding... Your Way

Saying “yes” to the dress
is easy at Juliannah’s

Sunset Wedding Invitations & Accessories also available here.
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Let us take care of  all your
wedding day “arrangements.”

From stunning bridal
bouquets to tasteful

boutonnieres, our handcrafted
floral creations are designed

to complement the unique
style of your special day. 

CARDINALFlowers & Gift GalleryCARDINALFlowers & Gift Gallery

We Now Have 2 Locations 
to Serve You Better

2085 Shanly Rd., Cardinal
613-657-1707 
888-332-3036

23 Main St., Morrisburg
613-543-2566

(formerly Village Green)

Make Your Wine
for your Special Day!

~ Affordable ~ Personal ~ Wedding labels
~ Gift-size bottles also available

503 Main Street, Winchester

613-774-0724

Hall rental for all occasions

Marionville Community Centre
welcomes you to a clean, handicapped accessible facility

• Air conditioned hall • Permanent liquor licence • Accommodates 250 people

Have fun, no worries, everything is taken care of

Information 613-443-3066 Ext. 338

Let an experienced
professional assist
with every aspect of
your wedding planning
needs. From your walk
down the aisle to the
honeymoon, you can
count on us every step
of the way.

DC & LJ INC.
Your Professional 

Wedding Co-ordinator &
Special Event Planner

DONNA CURRY, President

613-448-3912
or 877-277-9772

E-mail: donna.curry@explornet.com

FROM HALLS TO HOMES

Rentals or full customized service

Joyce Boyd 613-989-5651    Shari Martin 613-989-2162

J uliannah’s Dress and Bridal in the
Moose Creek Mall opened its doors
in October 2004 after many months 
of searching the marketplace to find 



16 The Winchester Press   Wed., February 13, 2008

Juliannah’sJuliannah’s
Cornwall & Area

Business of the Year
– Award Recipient –

Dress & Bridal
Free with every visit, an

Unforgettable Shopping Experience

We doubled our 
wedding gown selection
to give our customers a
wider range of choices!

Jasmine Bridal

Outstanding Customer Service
Desert Rose Award

Juliannah’s Dress
and Bridal is a full
service dress and
bridal shop located
in the village of
Moose Creek at
Moose Creek Mall.

We have no hidden
fees like storage,
steaming and 
packaging.
Inquire about our 
no charge/
no interest payment
plan if needed.

We make everything
easy!

Appointments are strongly recommended for Saturday or Sunday
shopping. We are open seven days a week,

including Thursday and Friday evenings until 9 pm.
You’ll be surprised at our friendly and knowledgeable staff!

Formal and informal gowns can be found in our collection at Moose Creek
Mall. Whether it’s a traditional church wedding or a backyard wedding, at the
golf course or a far away south seas destination, our customer service staff

are ready to make it happen.

We also carry a large array of exquisite 

fashions for bridesmaids, mothers-of-the-bride

or groom and flower girls.

www.juliannahsbridal.ca
We are the only bridal shop in Eastern Ontario that displays actual gowns
found in our store (a partial listing). Please enjoy your visit to our website.

Mon.-Tues. 9-6; Wed.-Sat. 9-5; Thurs.-Fri. 9-9; Sun. 11-4

28 Labrosse Street (main street)
MOOSE CREEK MALL

Our toll free number:

1-888-938-2323
Closed on Monday, February 18 for the Family Day Statutory Holiday

Cinderella’s Prom ShopCinderella’s Prom Shop
Cinderella’s is a prom store totally dedicated to your prom needs

Getting the right dress doesn’t necessarily

take little mice and a magic wand, but we are

ready to whisk you away in a radiant gown!

Visit our unique prom store.
You don’t have to drive around the world twice!
Moose Creek Mall is just a short drive away!

1-888-938-2323

www.prom-gowns.ca
We are the only prom store in Eastern Ontario that displays

actual gowns found in our store (only a partial listing).
Please enjoy your visit to our website.

SCHOOL REGISTRY
When you purchase an exclusive gown from our store, you are 
automatically entered in a school registry so we do not sell the 

same dress again at your school.
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