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Defining hardscape and how to use it

C

urb appeal is beneficial in
various ways. Curb appeal can
make a home more attractive
to prospective buyers and give
existing homeowners a place they want to
come home to. In its study of the worth of
outdoor remodeling projects, the National
Association of Realtors found standard lawn
care and overall landscape upgrades were
most appealing to buyers, as well as the most
likely to add value to a home.
Although plants, grass and other items can
improve curb appeal, homeowners should not
overlook hardscaping.
Hardscaping is an industry term that refers
to the non-living features of a landscape.
These features can include everything from
decks to walkways to ornamental boulders.
Introducing paths or paver walls to a property
helps develop that home’s hardscape.
Hardscaping refers to the elements in a landscape that aren’t living, such as paths, walls and
Hardscape and soft elements often work in
fences.
concert to create inspiring landscape designs.
DIY landscape designers can heed certain Common hardscape features include patios,
softscaping materials to work together. For
tips to make the most of hardscape features
example, homeowners may want to give
decks, walkways of pavers or bricks, and
on their properties.
their yards an eastern feel, complete with a
retaining walls. Hardscape elements can be
koi pond and decorative bridge or trellis. A
functional or simply decorative features that
CHOOSE MATERIALS
formal English garden, however, may include
add whimsy to the yard.
As with many landscaping projects,
manicured paths with stepping stones and
homeowners must first determine what types
CHOOSE A THEME
ornate topiaries. Mixing too many styles
of additions they would like on their properties.
The right style allows hardscaping and
together can take away from the overall appeal.

The pros suggest looking at the overall
plan of the design, even if all of the work
can’t be completed at once. This way the
eventual finished project wil be cohesive.
THINK ABOUT THE PURPOSE
Hardscaping can look good but also
serve key purposes. Pebbles or gravel can
mitigate trouble areas that don’t grow
grass or plant life well. Retaining walls
hold back soil in yards with sharply
inclined hills. Mulch can set perimeters
around trees and shrubs, as well as
planting beds. Fencing, another form of
hardscaping, is essential for establishing
property boundaries and adding privacy.
CONSULT A PROFESSIONAL
While many hardscaping additions can
be handled by novices, large-scale projects,
such as patios and decking, can change the
grading of the yard. Professionals can map
out how to handle drainage issues and meet
building codes. In addition, professional
installation can ensure hardscaping features
last for years to come.
Hardscaping should blend with the
nature around it and take its cues from the
surrounding environment. This can help
softscaping and hardscaping work as one.

DESIGNING CUSTOM CABINETS
for Over 25 Years
Products built
on-site in a fully
automated facility
offering innovative
and creative
designs

3D Presentations
and Free Estimates
Call to book your
appointment:

613-448-2739

www.morewoodkitchens.com
13650 County Rd. 13, Morewood

REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF TRACTORS
Carl Berends • Sue Blaine

10510 Loughlin Ridge Rd.,
(North of Hallville) Mountain, ON, K0E 1S0

bandb@xplornet.ca

613-258-8913
Fax: 613-258-2638 Cell. 613-277-2823
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INFORMATION BEFORE RENOVATION

Which renovations are
the best investments?

T

he cost of remodeling a home is easier
to stomach when homeowners can
expect to recoup a sizable percentage
of the costs of the renovation. While
basing renovations on their potential impact
on resale value may be unwise, return on
investment is something homeowners must
consider when mulling renovation projects.
Many homeowners wonder which
renovations will resonate most strongly with
potential buyers
when a home
is put up for
sale. According
to Remodeling
magazine,
homeowners
are less likely
to recoup their
investment in a
major kitchen
or bathroom
remodel than
they would with
basic home
maintenance,
such as new
siding. That’s because buyers are most
interested in how the bones of the house – or
those elements that keep the house protected
and can be costly to fix – were maintained.
Each year Remodeling magazine issues
its “Cost vs. Value Report,” which highlights
the projects that offer the most return on
investment. In 2018, the No. 1 project was
the installation of fibreglass attic insulation,
which could produce 116.9 percent recouped
cost and a resale value of $1,482. Rounding
out the top five were manufactured stone
veneer for the exterior, a standard new garage
door, a steel entry door, and an upscale
garage door.
Projects with the least return on
investment tended to be more expensive
undertakings that offered returns of roughly
57 percent. Such projects included bathroom
additions, upscale bathroom additions,
upscale master suite additions, upscale
bathroom remodels, and deck additions.

For those considering more expensive
renovations, keep these figures in mind.
• A major remodel of a 200-square-foot
kitchen can cost around $113,000, with
homeowners recouping 60 percent.
• Replacing 1,250-square feet of siding
with new fibre siding can cost $13,000, but
homeowners can expect to recoup 80 percent
of that cost at resale.
• Replacing 10 existing double-hung
windows with
vinyl low-e
glass windows
is valued at
$14,000, and the
return can be
between 68 and
73 percent.
There are
even renovations
that seem like
good ideas but
can actually
hurt the resale
value of a home.
MSN Money lists
these projects
as money-wasters for those who want to sell
soon.
• Lavish lighting fixtures can look dated
in a few years when trends change.
• Wallpaper or textured walls can be
notoriously hard to change, and buyers know
that.
• Kitschy renovations, such as 1950s diner
tiles, may appeal to only a select number of
people. Neutral renovations are better if resale
is the goal.
• Many real estate experts warn against
converting a bedroom into anything other
than a bedroom – even for the purposes
of a home office. Such conversions can
immediately devalue the property. The same
can be said about combining two small
bedrooms into one larger space.
Homeowners should investigate potential
renovations before committing the time and
money to something that may offer little
value at resale.

Apply for building permits
before renovation starts
BY TOM SCHOCH

they’re adding bedrooms without a permit.
They don’t think they need one, but they
do. They don’t think about the septic
WINCHESTER
that they possibly need to upgrade,” said
ermits aren’t sexy. There is no other Forget. “If you’re adding bedrooms, your
septic design is based on two persons per
way to put it.
bedroom. I see this quite often, contractors
But much like the pouring of a
that will build to the minimum. They’ll
foundation for a home, having the
build a three-bedroom house and the
proper paperwork and permits in place is
septic is designed just for that. As soon as
the most critical stage in avoiding costly
you add a bedroom in the basement, the
repairs or reconstruction down the road.
septic can’t take it. You can see that this
Paperwork in the construction or
is what your septic is designed for. This is
renovation process often dampens most
what you will need to do to get it upgraded
people’s enthusiasm for a project and
can easily overwhelm the average person. so is it worth the extra cost to just add the
According to Jacob Forget, North Dundas extra bedroom?”
Changes to exterior buildings or new
chief building official, a simple phone
construction are subject to setbacks
call can go a long way to avoiding
for zoning, maximum height and lot
costly delays or stressful last minute
coverage. The permit process can once
submissions.
again save time and money and also
“I strongly recommend people call us
resolve neighbour disputes. This most
way ahead of time so when you apply for
the permit if there are documents missing, often occurs with small construction work
such as decks and sheds.
you’re not rushing to get that. We try to
“There are a couple of items that they
get people to come in way before with their
have to meet. If they don’t meet that, they
ideas so when they want to start building
have to go through the zoning amendment
they’re ready to go,” he said.
or a minor variance, which is a public
When purchasing a home and there
process,” said Forget.
have been renovations done or there are
For any homeowner considering any
questions about the property’s history,
major construction or renovation project,
the municipality will be able to provide
Forget maintains that before they put a
information on the property in question
hammer in their hand they should have all
so the new homeowner isn’t saddled with
the facts.
costly compliance issues.
“We’re here to provide information
“Sometimes they do list either the
to the public and quite often we’re
zoning or number of bedrooms and
washrooms that do not match our records. being forgotten. It’s the most important
investment that they’ll ever make. It’s the
So it’s very important that when you are
buying the property you get the compliance biggest purchase you will make in your
lifetime so do your homework before you
report request from your lawyer and we
actually endorse what you are requesting in buy or renovate. Don’t be shy to call us.
We’re here to help,” he said.
your letter,” said Forget.
Information regarding renovations,
Rather than being a hurdle, the permit
construction and the permits required
process can often force the homeowner to
can be found online at
consider consequences that could render
www.northdundas.com or at the
the renovation financially unviable.
municipal offices in Winchester.
“In some basement renovations,
reporter@winchesterpress.on.ca
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Office:

613-448-1244
PLUMBING &
HEATING LTD.

Fax:

613-448-1612

SALES & SERVICE
564 Main St., Winchester

Craig Cell:

613-223-2241

613-774-9980

13758 COULTHART RD., RR 4, CRYSLER, ON, K0A 1R0

garrymunroplumbingandheating.com
email: gmunropandh@gmail.com

Email: e.c.carruthers@xplornet.ca

Vriend Estates
Subdivision

Agri-Buildings

We have TWO NEW HOMES
available on Wintonia Drive and
James Street in Winchester.
Ready to move into!

Do you own a farm?
Do you need farm buildings?
Vriend Construction has been
the contractor of choice for
several agricultural enterprises.

Only registered builders are legally
permitted to build new housing units
in Ontario.

613-229-8956

Fax:

Your local
Polar Furnace Dealer

Over
30 years
in
business

• Oil, Natural &
Propane Gas
• Hydronic
Boilers
• In-Floor
Heating
Systems
• A/C
Installations
• Pumps and
Softeners
• WETT Certified

Trust Your Home
or Commercial Project
to Vriend Construction
We bring a commitment to quality
and over 40 years of experience.

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS
• Residential • Commercial • Agri-Buildings Construction and more
Registered Tarion
Builder Since 1983

Residential
Commercial
Installation
& Repairs

613-821-0198

2066 Stagecoach Road, Greely, Ont., K4P 1M1

www.vriendconstruction.ca
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Surviving a home renovation

H

omeowners invest large sums into
improving their homes to make
them more comfortable living
spaces or to increase their odds of
selling quickly.
Whether one is doing a large renovation
or a small remodel, life may be turned
upside down during the project. Furniture
may be moved out of the room, walls may
be demolished, water or electricity may be
turned off, and appliances may be missing
or not hooked up. Home improvements
often drum up dust and disarray. Such
projects can try the patience of any
homeowner, and things may get worse
before they get better.
Even though remodeling can be taxing,
the end result is often worth it. Here’s how to
look forward to the silver lining and come
out unscathed.
DISCUSS THE PROJECT BEFORE
IT STARTS
All family members should be in
agreement before the first hammer is swung.
Decide on as many details as you can ahead
of time and have a firm plan in place.
Establish back-up choices for tiles or colour
schemes in case the items you want are out of
stock. Trying to make decisions under duress
may result in bad choices.
DO ONE PROJECT AT A TIME
It’s tempting to want to improve as much
as possible at once to maximize motivation
and renovation materials. However, having
no place in which to escape the mess can
elevate stress levels. Do not think about
renovating kitchens and bathrooms all
at once, or you will not have any working
fixtures for tasks like washing up.
HAVE EVERYTHING IN PLACE …
Before demolition even begins, have
building materials bought and stored,
contractors and subcontractors lined up, and
see what you can do to minimize the time
workers need to spend in your home.

613-543-3983

… BUT EXPECT DELAYS
In a world where things move at
lightning speeds, renovations have not
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Your Hometown Home
Improvement Store
We have a full spectrum of products and
knowledge to bring your best ideas to life.

SAVE

Can be tinted
to 1500 colours.

30

%

15% OFF

in-stock Traeger
Planning, patience and an understanding
of what the project entails can make home
improvements easier to survive.

gotten the memo. Home projects take lots
of time and will likely take longer if you are
doing the work yourself in your free time.
Build lots of extra time into the project
so you are not disappointed when delays
happen – even when you’ve done your best
to avoid them.
PLAN AN ESCAPE ZONE
Construction environments can be messy,
loud, smelly, and a host of other unsavoury
adjectives. The chaos that ensues when life
is turned upside down can be overwhelming,
particularly for the person who spends the
most time in the home while work is being
done. Build escape moments into the plan
and make sure everyone else at home is on
board. During the real grind of the project,
a night or two at a hotel may be a welcome
respite.

Morrisburg Plumbing
and Heating Ltd.

*When tinted.

Grills

Great-tasting food
every bite

Can be tinted
to 36 colours.

Deck & Siding Stain
Combines the protection of an oil stain with
convenient water clean up. Protects and resists
cracking, peeling and blistering.† *3.64 L.

Semi-Transparent Solid Colour
1866-843/845/847/849 1866-851/853/855/857/859

Was $35.99

25

$

19

Was $38.99

2727

$

Assorted
Grass Seed

from
$
49

16

from
20
$

25

from
$ 79

3

161 Main St., Morrisburg, Ontario, K0C 1X0

Tony Francis

All In-Stock

President/Owner

&

info@morrisburgplumbing.com

Composite Decking

Priced To Go!
Specials valid until closing Saturday, April 20, 2019

COMPLETE SITE SERVICES
• Trucking • Septic Systems • Excavation • Estimating • Project Management

HEAVY EQUIPMENT RENTAL
Delivery of Sand • Stone • Gravel • Topsoils • Mulch
1632 COUNTY RD. 12, CRYSLER, ON, K0A 1R0
info@provostcartage.ca • www.provostcartage.ca

Family owned & operated since 1947!

613-987-2118 • 1-800-438-9204

Paul’s
Tools
Rental

& LANDSCAPE
CENTRE
offers a wide
variety of tools
and equipment for
both rent and sale

Lumber • Plywood • Siding • Paneling • Wallboard
Moldings Windows & Doors
Serving You Since 1945 for All Your Building Supplies

homehardware.ca

LANNIN

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-5 pm;
Sat. 8 am-4 pm

2682 COUNTY RD. 31 S.

WINCHESTER

613-774-2830
Fax 613-774-2765

EARN
MILES
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Simple ways to go eco-friendly

H

ome renovations are often
motivated by wanting a new
look, more space or updating
infrastructure in the home;
however, there is a growing trend among
homeowners that are renovating
to live in a more eco-friendly
home.
Green remodeling can have
one of the biggest influences in
reducing your carbon footprint
as well as having the added
benefit of cost savings and
potential tax refunds.
But before you dig out the
measuring tape and sledge
hammer there are a few things
to consider.

home design is the art of using the sun to
your advantage.
Simple changes can make a big difference.
allowing it to warm your home in the winter
while blocking it out in the summer. You’ll be
surprised at what a difference
some simple changes to the side
of your house that receives the
most sun can make.
Using trees that block light in
the summer and allow it in the
winter, smart blinds that open
and close with temperatures
changes, adding heat reducing
film to your windows or adding
awnings or a porch on the
sunny side can go a long way to
regulating the temperature of your home.

AUDIT THIS
One of the first things that should be
completed is an energy audit. You won’t know
what changes to make if you don’t know how
your home is currently performing. Many
people are surprised at how poorly their
HVAC or heating system is performing, the
electricity that is wasted with old appliances
and the other inefficiencies that can be found
around the home.

REPLACE AND INSULATE
Reducing energy use, no matter how
clean the source, is paramount to reducing
your carbon footprint and the annual cost of
running your home.
Appliances should be targeted for
replacement if they do not meet modern
energy efficiencies. They are some of the most
oft used items in the home.
Insulation is also an easy way to increase
home efficiency.
Blowing cellulose or old newspaper in the
attic is a quick fix, is often cost friendly and
it is a simple DIY project with equipment
rentals readily available.

WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY
Windows, quite obviously, are designed
to allow fresh air into the home. However, if
that happens when they’re closed it can lead
to a long and expensive winter. Replacing
your windows with an eco-friendly set is one
of the fastest ways to reduce heat loss in your
home. Double and triple-pane glass windows
are recommended for better insulation but
will also cost more. Using fibreglass window
frames, which are made from a limitless
resource - sand, or sustainably harvested
wooden frames are more eco-friendly than
aluminum, steel or vinyl.

GO LOCAL
Hardwood floors are one of the greenest
wood products options available but if they
are not responsibly sourced the benefits
are offset. Asking questions at your local
lumber supplier or flooring centre about
the harvesting practices and origins of your
product is often a good place to start.
A quick online search for Canadian made
wood will also give you enough information
LET THE SUN SHINE IN
to make a greener and more local choice.
Installing solar panels as an energy source
Eco-friendly renovation is no longer
is becoming more viable as each year passes. synonymous with cumbersome panel
However, it is still cost prohibitive for many
installations and a hippie lifestyle, but rather
and some others find the look unappealing.
it is a practical approach to cost savings that
Using solar energy doesn’t mean you are
creates less waste and improves the local
limited to installing panels, harnessing the
economy. It need not be more complicated
power of the sun through a passive solar
than that.

Inside, Outside,
All Around the House...
• Chimney Repairs
Professional assessment to determine
underlying issues causing deterioration

• Foundation Repairs

Bath trends to make a statement

B

athroom designs have come a long way. From the ice cream-colours and
wallpaper border applied in the 1980s to the bold and contemporary choices of the
2000s, styles continue to evolve while incorporating the latest materials.

KEY TRENDS TO WATCH
Tile: Modern bathrooms commonly feature unique applications of tile, which are
popular because they are affordable and versatile. Options include “finger” tiles, which
can be applied either vertically or horizontally.
Colour: Modern baths use a
lot of black, white, and grey. These
moody neutrals are a style hit and
can exude luxury and relaxation.
Flooring: You can be original
with what you place underfoot in
your bathroom space. Ceramics,
wood, and natural stone are widely
used in today’s bath designs.
Lighting: Rather than one
main light source, multiple lighting
fixtures that highlight key areas of
the bathroom are popular today.
Natural elements: Be sure to
include green, living plants as part
of your bathroom vibe. They add
to the ambiance and bring life and
oxygen to any space.

100% cotton quilting fabric, flannel,
108” cotton backing, gifts, accessories,
notions and more...
HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9 am-5:30 pm;
Sat. 9 am-4 pm

Ruth Liscumb, Owner

613-448-9032
3 King Street, Chesterville

www.flairwithfabrics.com
rliscumb@gmail.com

Andre and Joanne Baron, Owners
12 Sixth Street East, Cornwall
613-938-7160 • 613-938-3062
cornwallcountertops@bellnet.ca
www.cornwallcountertops.ca

Personalized
Insurance Coverage

to Help You Weather the Unexpected

• Brick and Stone Restorations
• Fireplaces for Renovation
and New Construction
• Give Harbers a call!

CERTIFIED MASON | WETT CERTIFIED

Let the Professionals Look After Your Spring To-Do
To Do List!

WE HAVE YOU COVERED

with a full spectrum of quality personal
and business insurance solutions.

CONTACT US TODAY

to discuss your needs, review your policy
or get a free quote.

Coming Soon to our Showroom
4385 BILLY LANE
RR 3
WILLIAMSBURG

613-535-2301
Store hours: Tues.-Fri. 8 am-4 pm; Sat. 8 am-12 noon

www.harbers.ca

WINCHESTER

MORRISBURG

473 Main St. 613-774-2832

Village Plaza 613-543-3731

PRESCOTT
270 Edward St. 613-925-5901

CRYSLER
12 Queen St. 613-987-2117

www.mcdougallinsurance.com
FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS
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DIY project, one piece at a time

N

ot being a handyman,
the prospect of
replacing the front
porch of our home was
a daunting challenge.
Plan A was to hire someone to
build it. That proved to be too costly.
Plan B was to talk my relatives
into coming over and building it,
but that seemed almost impossible
to arrange.
Plan C was crazy, but as any
aspiring handyman will tell you, it
was also irresistible.
I would build the porch, and
stairs myself. After all, how hard
could it be?
I was determined to pull this off.
I decided to go at it one small
piece at a time considering I was
still not sure how I would do it, and
considering the most advanced tool I
had ever used was a screwdriver.
I would begin by building what
I thought looked like a raft in my
garage.
All I had to do was make sure to
cut everything the same way, and
according to my imaginary plan.
I was able to acquire a few tools

On the

Porch
Joseph Morin

other than my trusty screwdriver.
I had an old table saw that I am
sure was an antique, a gift from my
son who found it somewhere. I had
a cordless drill and at a hardware
store nearby acquired a metric
tonne of screws and even more
lumber.
I even was able to find a small
level at the dollar store.
I was ready to go.
I built the raft one piece at a
time.
Every now and again my
neighbours would stop by to ask
what I was doing, and politely
congratulate me on my progress.
They all wondered where the legs
to my platform would go and how I

would get the finished product from
my garage to my front door around
the other side of the house about
100 feet away.
I had a plan for that.
I kept building and cutting, and
screwing pieces of wood together
until I had a raft with a railing held
up by four posts. I assumed the
garage floor was level, so according
to my calculations as long as all
four posts were touching the garage
floor then everything must be as
level as it needed to be as I built it
up.
Finally it was time to build the
stairs. Not as easy as I imagined,
but after several false starts, visits to
neighbours to study their perfectly
designed stairs, and some YouTube
moments, and plenty of patience, I
managed to cobble them together.
They sat in the garage waiting to
be attached to the rest of the porch,
which now looked like a kitchen
table with railings. The entire thing
was about five feet square and too
heavy for me to lift.
My son would drop by
occasionally to see how I was doing.

CO detectors can save lives

C

arbon monoxide is a colourless,
odourless gas that can be deadly.
Because carbon monoxide is
found in the fumes produced
when fuel is burned, it is present in and
around homes. As a result, homeowners
should be aware of carbon monoxide and
make every effort to detect its presence.
CO forms most readily when there is
insufficient oxygen to complete combustion
and produce carbon dioxide. Hot water
closets, furnaces in crawlspaces, heating
appliances in attics, and other contained
areas are common areas where CO can form.
CO has earned the moniker “the silent
killer” because it cannot be identified
without the presence of a carbon monoxide
detector. If a person believes he or she is
smelling carbon monoxide, that person

is probably mistaking the odour for other
combustion byproducts that the human
nose can sense.
CO is produced anytime something is
burning. That is why it is essential that
products designed to be used outdoors are
used exclusively outside, and that indoor
appliances are properly vented to the
outdoors. CO can build up indoors and
poison people and pets who breathe it in.
Some people may not recognize that CO
is problematic in a home until multiple
residents start complaining of similar
symptoms. Common CO poisoning symptoms
include nausea and vomiting, dizziness,
chest pain, confusion, headache, and other
flu-like symptoms. Gas sensors in CO alarms
have limited life spans, so they should be
replaced generally every five to six years.

the area was level
as she did it.
When she was
finished I got
ready for the final
phase.
My son and a
friend arrived, and
literally picked
up the porch and
slowly carried it
from the garage
to the front of the
house and placed
it right where
we all thought it
should go.
It weighed
several hundred
pounds by now, especially with all
He had a new baby and a business
those screws in it. But it was not
to look after, and could not help.
much of a problem to carry if you
I assured him my idea of
are 25-years-old with muscles galore.
building the porch like a model
The finished porch looked like
airplane in the garage would work.
it had grown there. Everything
He was polite enough not to make
seemed to fit together seamlessly,
any comments.
Finally it was time to move on to and now it has weathered its first
winter.
the next phase of the project.
Never have so many parts come
My daughter was kind enough
together with so little skill, and
to show up one day with her truck
ended up being exactly what they
filled with gravel. She spread it in
the area under the front door where were supposed to be.
It was, to me, a miracle.
the porch would sit, making sure

H. & E. Contracting
Asphalt Services Ltd.

Smooth things over with our affordable services
• Asphalt Sealing/Paving
• Equipment Rentals,
Site Services
• Excavating, Demolition
• Concrete Services
• Landscaping/Interlock

Harvey Armstrong
11667 Armstrong Rd., Winchester
Ofﬁce: 613-774-4224 Fax: 613-774-2150 Cell: 613-227-8850
handecontracting@gmail.com

Quality Lumber &
Building Products
for Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural
and Residential Projects
We have a complete line of building materials
and everything else you need to increase the
value and appeal of your improvement project.

• Lumber • Roofing • Flooring
• Hardware • Paint • Tools and more

It’s colour,
it’s personal expression,
it’s decorating
Canadian style.

EASTERN ENGINES INC.

ALLAN JOHNSTON

4301 Hwy. 31, Williamsburg
613-535-2488 • www.easternengines.com

2665-8th Line Rd., Metcalfe
613-821-4263 • www.allanjohnston.com

POWER EQUIPMENT

REPAIR & SALES

Over 2,400
designer
trend-setting
colours
available.
Stop by today!

CEDARVIEW
Builders Supply Ltd.
Bruce Cowell

453 Gladstone Street, Winchester

613-774-2416
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N

ot being a handyman,
the prospect of
replacing the front
porch of our home was
a daunting challenge.
Plan A was to hire someone to
build it. That proved to be too costly.
Plan B was to talk my relatives
into coming over and building it,
but that seemed almost impossible
to arrange.
Plan C was crazy, but as any
aspiring handyman will tell you, it
was also irresistible.
I would build the porch, and
stairs myself. After all, how hard
could it be?
I was determined to pull this off.
I decided to go at it one small
piece at a time considering I was
still not sure how I would do it, and
considering the most advanced tool I
had ever used was a screwdriver.
I would begin by building what
I thought looked like a raft in my
garage.
All I had to do was make sure to
cut everything the same way, and
according to my imaginary plan.
I was able to acquire a few tools

On the

Porch
Joseph Morin

other than my trusty screwdriver.
I had an old table saw that I am
sure was an antique, a gift from my
son who found it somewhere. I had
a cordless drill and at a hardware
store nearby acquired a metric
tonne of screws and even more
lumber.
I even was able to find a small
level at the dollar store.
I was ready to go.
I built the raft one piece at a
time.
Every now and again my
neighbours would stop by to ask
what I was doing, and politely
congratulate me on my progress.
They all wondered where the legs
to my platform would go and how I

would get the finished product from
my garage to my front door around
the other side of the house about
100 feet away.
I had a plan for that.
I kept building and cutting, and
screwing pieces of wood together
until I had a raft with a railing held
up by four posts. I assumed the
garage floor was level, so according
to my calculations as long as all
four posts were touching the garage
floor then everything must be as
level as it needed to be as I built it
up.
Finally it was time to build the
stairs. Not as easy as I imagined,
but after several false starts, visits to
neighbours to study their perfectly
designed stairs, and some YouTube
moments, and plenty of patience, I
managed to cobble them together.
They sat in the garage waiting to
be attached to the rest of the porch,
which now looked like a kitchen
table with railings. The entire thing
was about five feet square and too
heavy for me to lift.
My son would drop by
occasionally to see how I was doing.

CO detectors can save lives

C

arbon monoxide is a colourless,
odourless gas that can be deadly.
Because carbon monoxide is
found in the fumes produced
when fuel is burned, it is present in and
around homes. As a result, homeowners
should be aware of carbon monoxide and
make every effort to detect its presence.
CO forms most readily when there is
insufficient oxygen to complete combustion
and produce carbon dioxide. Hot water
closets, furnaces in crawlspaces, heating
appliances in attics, and other contained
areas are common areas where CO can form.
CO has earned the moniker “the silent
killer” because it cannot be identified
without the presence of a carbon monoxide
detector. If a person believes he or she is
smelling carbon monoxide, that person

is probably mistaking the odour for other
combustion byproducts that the human
nose can sense.
CO is produced anytime something is
burning. That is why it is essential that
products designed to be used outdoors are
used exclusively outside, and that indoor
appliances are properly vented to the
outdoors. CO can build up indoors and
poison people and pets who breathe it in.
Some people may not recognize that CO
is problematic in a home until multiple
residents start complaining of similar
symptoms. Common CO poisoning symptoms
include nausea and vomiting, dizziness,
chest pain, confusion, headache, and other
flu-like symptoms. Gas sensors in CO alarms
have limited life spans, so they should be
replaced generally every five to six years.

the area was level
as she did it.
When she was
finished I got
ready for the final
phase.
My son and a
friend arrived, and
literally picked
up the porch and
slowly carried it
from the garage
to the front of the
house and placed
it right where
we all thought it
should go.
It weighed
several hundred
pounds by now, especially with all
He had a new baby and a business
those screws in it. But it was not
to look after, and could not help.
much of a problem to carry if you
I assured him my idea of
are 25-years-old with muscles galore.
building the porch like a model
The finished porch looked like
airplane in the garage would work.
it had grown there. Everything
He was polite enough not to make
seemed to fit together seamlessly,
any comments.
Finally it was time to move on to and now it has weathered its first
winter.
the next phase of the project.
Never have so many parts come
My daughter was kind enough
together with so little skill, and
to show up one day with her truck
ended up being exactly what they
filled with gravel. She spread it in
the area under the front door where were supposed to be.
It was, to me, a miracle.
the porch would sit, making sure

H. & E. Contracting
Asphalt Services Ltd.

Smooth things over with our affordable services
• Asphalt Sealing/Paving
• Equipment Rentals,
Site Services
• Excavating, Demolition
• Concrete Services
• Landscaping/Interlock

Harvey Armstrong
11667 Armstrong Rd., Winchester
Ofﬁce: 613-774-4224 Fax: 613-774-2150 Cell: 613-227-8850
handecontracting@gmail.com

Quality Lumber &
Building Products
for Commercial, Industrial, Agricultural
and Residential Projects
We have a complete line of building materials
and everything else you need to increase the
value and appeal of your improvement project.

• Lumber • Roofing • Flooring
• Hardware • Paint • Tools and more

It’s colour,
it’s personal expression,
it’s decorating
Canadian style.

EASTERN ENGINES INC.

ALLAN JOHNSTON

4301 Hwy. 31, Williamsburg
613-535-2488 • www.easternengines.com

2665-8th Line Rd., Metcalfe
613-821-4263 • www.allanjohnston.com

POWER EQUIPMENT

REPAIR & SALES

Over 2,400
designer
trend-setting
colours
available.
Stop by today!

CEDARVIEW
Builders Supply Ltd.
Bruce Cowell

453 Gladstone Street, Winchester

613-774-2416
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The secret to being an
organized family

Why hire a designer?

H

ow many times have you sat on
the sofa pouring over a home
magazine wishing your rooms
could be ripped from its pages?
Some people are gifted with a natural talent
to impart a space with perfectly balanced
colours and schemes that fit with one’s
lifestyle and design preferences. Others are
not as equipped. But that
doesn’t mean design
has to suffer. An interior
designer with knowledge
and resources who’s in
your corner can make all
the difference.
Many people are
hesitant to bring in
professional designers
because of cost. But
contrary to popular belief,
working with an interior
decorator is not something
reserved for the rich
and famous. Designers
actually can save
homeowners money in
the long run. A good designer will choose the
right amount of high-quality elements that
will be durable and timeless. This means less
money will ultimately be spent on replacing
cheap materials or redesigning rooms that
have gone out of style.
Utilizing a designer to transform a space
can create rooms that are more in tune and
balanced with homeowners’ needs – helping
to improve mood and functionality. That can
extend to other areas of a person’s life and
well-being. Putting the task of designing a
home’s interior in someone else’s hands frees

Wells & Son
Construction
Limited
613-551-2761

up time to focus on other projects as well.
Designers can look at a space with a
careful eye and not be influenced by items
that have sentimental attachment. He or
she can help decide if anything should be
repurposed or removed. Plus, an interior
designer can help homeowners stay on
budget.

M

odern families seem to be juggling
more than ever before. When time
seems to be a luxury, an ability to
stay organized can help families manage
the hustle and bustle of daily life more
effectively. Disorganization does not occur
overnight, and neither will getting reorganized. But with some motivation, all
families can become more orderly.

MANAGE MORNINGS
Families can usually use more help
getting out of the house each morning
in a timely manner. Each member of the
household should have a designated area
where they keep the items they will need for
the next morning. Backpacks and briefcases
should be pre-packed, and lunches made
the night before. In addition, sort the next
day’s clothes before going to bed. Such
efforts should make it easier to get out of the
house on time each morning.

Designers also can serve as liaisons for
clients who have difficulty communicating
with builders and architects. Designers
are trained to think about things that
homeowners tend to overlook, such as
placement of lighting, outlets and room flow.
He or she also likely has contacts within the
industry that can be utilized, saving even
more time and money.
A good designer can be worth the
investment. The end results will be an
interior that homeowners will be proud to
call home.

Design
Builder

Wells & Son
Equipment &
Tool Rentals

SORT THE ENTRYWAY
Home entryways are usually hubs of
traffic. Such areas are the first and last place
family members go when entering or leaving
the house. As a result, these areas are in need
of some routine organizational attention.
Use sorting bins for shoes, hooks for coats,
trays for mail or homework, and other sorting
equipment to keep things tidy and orderly.
EMBRACE THE PURGE
Take a hard look at what you use
and what you don’t use around the
house. Holding on to items you rarely

MOBILE WASH INC.
winchesterspringsmobile@gmail.com

“Over 40 years in the Ottawa area”

FREE ESTIMATES
Metcalfe, Ontario 613•821•1854

WWW.ROALUMINUM.COM

COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL
& RESIDENTIAL WIRING
SUPPLY & INSTALL
CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS
& GENERATORS

COMMERCIAL

P.O. BOX 188,
CHESTERVILLE, ON,
K0C 1H0
t. 613-448-2963
c. 613-229-9095
johnthompsonelectric.ca

RESIDENTIAL

FARM

Dare to Dream...

Custom made on-site • Wide range of colours available

INDUSTRIAL

COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL
BUILDINGS
MACHINERY &
EQUIPMENT

613-543-1055

Seamless 5” Aluminum Eavestroughing

002198356 Ontario Limited

SENSIBLE STORAGE
Analyze what you have and then find
sensible storage solutions. Store belongings
in the same place each day so items are easy
to find when needed. Frequently used items
should be easily accessible. Seldom used
items, such as holiday decorations, can be
stored out of the way.
It takes commitment and time to get
organized. However, life tends to move along
much more smoothly in organized homes.

613-448-0394

• Residental • COMMERCIAL • FARM BUILDINGS

John Thompson Electric LTD

use can contribute to clutter and create
a disorganized home. Save only a few
sentimental items, donating, recycling or
discarding the others.
Many organizational experts suggest
going through items one by one and asking
oneself if this is something that has been
used recently. If it’s been collecting dust for a
year or more, it can go.

13109 County Rd. 3,
Winchester
K0C 2K0

55 PROSPECT ROAD, UNIT 5, MORRISBURG, ON, K0C 1X0
email: lloyd@wellsconstructs.com

THOMPSON
ELECTRIC

When messes start to creep up, it is probably
time to commit to getting more organized.

Let the professionals at KW&K design
the kitchen you’ve always wanted

• Windows & Doors
• Kitchens & Vanities
• Remodel / New

SOUTH GOWER INDUSTRIAL PARK

#2 Industrial Rd., Cty. Rd. 43 - 3 km east of Hwy. 16
613-258-7464 • kwandk@bellnet.ca
www.kwandk.ca
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Soak in the benefits of a freestanding tub

F

ew home design elements provide the
instant wow factor of freestanding tubs.
Freestanding tubs have an air of luxury
that can help current homeowners
relax, and impress buyers when homes go on
the market.
Freestanding tubs are typically made
of cast iron or porcelain. The home
improvement website Home Advisor notes
that cast iron is durable and solid and retains
heat well, which is great for those who want
to spend more than a little time relaxing in
a freestanding tub. However, because cast
iron is so heavy, installing a cast iron tub
may require structural reinforcement of the
flooring, which will add to the overall cost of
the project.
According to Home Advisor, the
average cost to install a tub varies widely
depending on the type of tub, the materials
its made of and other factors, including
plumbing and piping. For example, the
cost to install a freestanding tub will rise
considerably if new plumbing and piping
are necessary.
Before purchasing a freestanding
tub, homeowners should seek estimates

regarding installation, making sure to get
them in writing. Contractors will determine
if structural reinforcement is necessary
and include such costs in their estimates.
In addition, make sure to ask contractors
to investigate piping and plumbing so no

• Cleaning: Because they’re detached
from other bathroom fixtures and not flush
against the wall, freestanding tubs tend to
be easier to clean than built-in bathtubs.
Freestanding tubs are accessible from all
sides, making it easy to reach all those nooks
and crannies where grime can build up.
• Return on investment: In its
2018 “Cost vs. Value” report, Remodeling
magazine noted that upscale bathroom
remodels recouped 56.2 percent of their
cost at resale. That was a better return on
investment than an upscale kitchen remodel
(53.5 percent) and an upscale master suite
addition (48.3 percent). The thought of
a sizable return on investment can make
relaxing in a freestanding tub that much
more enjoyable.
• Warmth: Even freestanding tubs made
of materials other than cast iron offer great
heat retention. Stone resin bathtubs, for
surprises pop up after the tub has been
example, provide excellent insulation on
purchased and work has begun.
cold nights. That’s ideal for people who want
If estimates from contractors aren’t budget to unwind in the tub without having to exit
busting, homeowners can consider these
early because the water has become cold.
benefits of freestanding tubs before making
Freestanding tubs can transform regular
their final decisions.
bathrooms into luxurious oases.

The art of buying art for your home

D

esigning a home’s interior can
be fun. Whether furnishing
a first apartment or a newly
purchased family home, many
people feel that the art they put on the
walls of their homes is an expression of
their individuality, and that a home isn’t
truly a home until its interior reflects
their personalities.
Furnishing a home with art can be
intimidating, especially for people doing
so for the first time. But a few tricks of
the trade can help turn interiors into
spaces with character.
• Embrace your personal taste.
Don’t hesitate to decorate your walls
with art you like. When buying furniture
for a home, it can make sense to follow
certain rules. For example, parents of
young children might want to purchase

dark-coloured furnishings that can hide
stains. But no such rules should govern
your choices of artwork. Art reflects the
person who made it, but it also reflects
the person who buys it, so buyers should
embrace their personal taste when
furnishing their homes with art.
• Shop around. Thanks to the
internet, billions of pieces of art, from
tapestries to photographs to paintings,
are at your fingertips. Browsing online
can be fun and help novices discover
their personal tastes. You can also find
local artists online and support them by
buying their work.
• Seek inspiration. If you’re
unfamiliar with art, don’t hesitate to seek
inspiration. Art is everywhere, from the
hotels you stay in while traveling to the
billboards you pass while driving to work

DEJONG
MASONRY

to art galleries and museums. If you’re
uncertain of what you like, make a
concerted effort to recognize the art you
see but may not stop to notice each day.
As you expose yourself to more and more
art, you will gain a greater knowledge
of what you like and dislike. Use that
knowledge to inform your decisions
when buying art for your home.
• Switch things up. Your entire
home does not need to follow a theme. If
your taste in art is eclectic, embrace that
and have different rooms throughout
your home reflect your different tastes.
This can give each room its own unique
feel and make for a colourful home.
The art people hang in their homes
is a personal choice, and the process of
finding that art can be fun and eyeopening.

LICENSED & CERTIFIED

Home Masonry
Specialist

Trust the stone and brick expert to improve
the appearance and ensure the structural stability
of your home.

PARGING - REPAIRING & WATERPROOFING
FOUNDATIONS
Brick, Block and Stone Construction and Repairs
KEVIN DEJONG

613-316-0800

North Dundas Township
dejongmasonry@hotmail.com
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Prevent the hazard of overloaded electrical circuits

A

home is a safe haven for its residents.
No matter what’s going on at school
or the office, many people know
they can relax in comfort and safety
when they arrive home at the end of a day.
Safety at home is something that can be
taken for granted until it’s too late.
Statistics from Ontario’s Office of the Fire
Marshal and Emergency Management show
that between 2012 and 2016, nine per cent
of fires were caused by electrical distribution
equipment – wiring, five per cent by
appliances; and a further four per cent by other
electrical/mechanical causes.
Overloaded electrical circuits are
a frequent culprit in residential fires.
Fortunately, overloaded circuits are
preventable. According to the Electrical Safety
Foundation International, the following are

some potential indicators that circuits are
overloaded.
• Flickering, blinking or dimming lights
• Frequently tripped circuit breakers or
blown fuses
• Warm or discoloured wall plates
• Cracking, sizzling or buzzing from
receptacles
• Burning odour coming from receptacles
or wall switches
• Mild shock or tingle from appliances,
receptacles or switches.
Learning to recognize the signs of
overloaded circuits is an important step in
making homes safe. Prevention is a key
component when safeguarding a home and
its residents from fires sparked by electrical
failures of malfunctions. The ESFI offers the
following tips to prevent electrical overloads.

Prepare HVAC systems
for warmer days ahead

T

he arrival of a new season can be
an exciting time. Homeowners may
have renewed vigour to start home
renovation projects or even tackle
some cleaning and organization tasks.
Before the weather starts to warm up too
much, homeowners may want to evaluate
their home cooling needs and ensure that all
equipment is in good working order.
Spring air conditioning inspections
and tuneups are essential steps in system
performance. Homeowners should not take for
granted that a system that performed optimally
last year will do so this year when temperatures
climb. Various factors, including weather
damage, dust and grime, mechanical wear and
tear, and even rodent or insect infestations, can
compromise HVAC systems. Since HVAC systems
have so many moving parts, a thorough
inspection of such systems can save headaches
and money down the road.
According to Heating Ontario, the extreme
weather conditions that come along with fall
and winter can be especially taxing on homes
and the systems that keep them comfortable.
During a spring visit, an HVAC technician
will perform maintenance on the air
conditioner and make sure it is ready for the
heat of summertime. This maintenance may
include cleaning the unit, checking controls,

DID YOU KNOW?
Debris from home improvement projects can often be recycled. According to Waste
Management, the largest residential recycler and renewable energy provider in North
America, common construction materials such as concrete, porcelain, tile, lumber,
metals, masonry, plastic, carpet, and insulation can potentially be recycled.
When recycled, debris from construction projects may ultimately be used in various
ways to benefit the planet. For example, such debris may used as inerts that become
road base, while clear wood may be transformed into mulch or biomass fuel. Crushed
concrete can go on to live a second life as gravel or become dry aggregate for new
concrete.

Beautify Your Floors
ENHANCE YOUR WHOLE HOME

Spring is an ideal time to have HVAC systems
inspected and repaired, if necessary.

calibrating the thermostat, lubricating
moving parts, checking refrigerant levels,
tightening electrical connections, and
clearing any clogs. Homeowners are urged
to also change the filter at the start of the
cooling season.
Correcting any issues in the HVAC system
well in advance of the arrival of warm
weather can help ensure comfort when
air conditioning is needed. As an added
advantage, homeowners should install
programmable thermostats if they do not
already have them to keep cooling as costand energy-efficient as possible.

Curran Flooring Centre
– SINCE 1984 –
Monday to Friday 8:30 am to 5 pm, Saturday 9 am to 5 pm

18 INDUSTRIAL DR., CHESTERVILLE • 613-448-2068

Ready When
You Are

l
cia l
er tia
m n
m ide
Co Res

Lawn Maintenance
& Construction Inc.

Your floors create an important first impression of your home.
Stop by our showroom today to find the colour,
finish and option that’s perfect for your home.

or

KC’s

• Never use extension cords or multi-outlet
converters for appliances.
• All major appliances should be plugged
directly into a wall receptacle outlet. Only one
heat-producing appliance should be plugged
into a receptacle outlet at any given time.
• Consider adding new outlets to your
home. Heavy reliance on extension cords
indicates that your home does not have enough
outlets. Bring in a qualified electrician to
inspect your home to determine if more outlets
are necessary.
• Recognize that power strips only add
additional outlets; they do not change the
amount of power being received from the
outlet.
Fires sparked by electrical circuit overload
pose a significant threat. Thankfully, such fires
are preventable. Learn more at www.esfi.org.

Keeping Up Appearances

HUSQVARNA
LC121P

Stump Grinding
Foundation Water Prooﬁng
Weeping Tile Replacement
Landscaping: Top Soil, Seed, Sod,
Driveway & Parking Lot Sealing,
Hot Asphalt Repairs

• 163 cc Briggs & Stratton
Ready Start™ engine
• 21” cutting deck
• 3-in-1 – collecting,
mulching &
side discharge

HUSQVARNA
YTH1942

$2,499.99

model 967 84 45-01

Excellent
versatility
for all
kinds of
work

• Equipment Rentals: Excavator,
Dozer, Dump Trucks, Mini
Excavator, Track Skidsteer
Cheryl Armstrong

613-227-3725 • 11655 Armstrong Rd., Winchester
cheryl.kc.armstrong@gmail.com

$299.99

Push Mower

- We offer a variety of ground cover solutions •
•
•
•

$399.99

HUSQVARNA
BRUSH CUTTER
129RJ

Makes tough jobs easy
• 27 cc • 4.7 kg • SmartStart®

315X
AUTOMOWER

MSRP $2499.99

SALE

$2399.99
• Li-Ion battery
• 60 minute automatic
charging time
• approx. 1600m²
working area

• 19 hp Loncin engine • 42” cutting deck

EASTERN ENGINES INC.

ALLAN JOHNSTON

4301 Hwy. 31, Williamsburg
613-535-2488 • www.easternengines.com

613-821-4263 • www.allanjohnston.com

POWER EQUIPMENT

REPAIR & SALES

2665-8th Line Rd., Metcalfe
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Spring into new home
maintenance

O
Quick and simple ways
to make a front door pop

V

isitors’ impressions of a home
are often dictated by the home’s
entryway. Must as one may judge a
book by its cover, the same can be
said about the impression that a front door
and entryway can create, regardless of how
accurate that impression is.
Making certain changes to an entryway
can go a long way toward improving curb
appeal. Entryways also can set the scene for
a home’s interior. Whether one chooses to
be classic or bold, modern or traditional,
there are various ways to quickly transform a
home’s entryway.
• Bold front door colour: Colour
can dramatically enhance an entryway.
Painting an existing door or replacing it
with a more vivid option can do the trick.
The DIY Network says certain colours stand
out as favourites. These include turquoise,
yellow, red, indigo, orange, and black. The
door colour should complement the other
shades of the home, such as those on siding
and trim.
• Custom walkway: Guide guests right
to the front door with an attractive (and safe)
walkway. Stamped concrete or decorative

paver blocks may fit the bill. This walkway
can extend to the street or to the driveway.
• Contain plants. Landscaping around
the entryway should be neat and well-tended.
Overgrown plants or shrubbery may give
off an air of neglect. Container plants and
carefully curated shrubs can create a neat
and inviting aura.
• Highlight the address. Make sure
the home can be found easily with bold and
decorative house numbers. Consider two
different address signs: one illuminated and
easily viewed from the curb, and another
closer to the front door.
• Utilize high-end materials. The
relatively small area of real estate by the
front door enables homeowners to splurge on
more opulent materials that can really add a
feeling of luxury. These can include colourful
tiles, ornate planters, decorative wooden
doors, or elaborate knobs and lighting
fixtures.
• Add architectural details. Find out
which architectural elements will meld with
the style of the home and then incorporate
them. Mouldings, columns, shutters, and
trim are areas to consider.

nce the weather warms up,
you’re probably ready to jump
into action with your gardening
and décor. But wait – before
you start planting your flower beds, don’t
forget about the seasonal maintenance on
your new home.
As a new homeowner, maintenance is
essential in ensuring that inside and outside
your home stays healthy and well kept. It is a
key component in protecting your new home
warranty if your house or condominium is
less than seven years old.
Follow this spring maintenance
checklist to make sure your place stays
in optimal condition and covered by the
warranty.
• Clear your eavestroughs and gutters
of debris. Sticks and leaves that accumulate
during fall and winter can potentially cause
blockages.
• Extend the downspouts so water is

pointed away from your home. Flowing water
around the foundation can eventually seep
into the basement.
• Have your roof inspected regularly to
ensure shingles, flashing and chimney caps
have made it through the winter in good
condition and are properly sealed.
• Inspect your attic, basement and crawl
spaces for any leaks or moisture. Identify
any musty odours, as they are often an
indicator that there could be a hidden
moisture issue.
• Fix any caulking and weather-stripping
around windows and doors and on the roof if
it becomes cracked or separated.
• Clean or replace your furnace filter,
check air ducts, remove covers and vacuum
dust from the vents.
• Clean the heat recovery ventilator
(HRV) and wash or change the filter.
www.newscanada.com

DID YOU KNOW?
One way to improve curb appeal and set a property apart from others is to add
decorative effects to walkways, patios and driveways. Although many homeowners
turn to materials such as pavers, flagstone or brick for these purposes, a versatile
and often cost-effective idea is to rely on stamped concrete.
Stamped concrete, often called textured or imprinted concrete, is textured, patterned
or embossed to mimic the look of other materials, notably brick, slate, flagstone, stone,
tile, and wood. Stamped concrete can be used on patios, sidewalks, driveways, pool
decks, and even interior flooring.
The concrete is poured and then patterned using special tools. Installing stamped
concrete is best left to concrete design specialists with extensive experience in this
difficult craft.

Do it yourself
doesn’t mean
do it alone.
PROJECT IN
MIND?

We might do that!
KEITH DURANT
613-316-4782
13051 BOYNE Road,
CHESTERVILLE

Give us a call or email!
silverlawnfarms@xplornet.com

silverlawn.com

Crysler Home Hardware

68 Charles Street, Crysler, ON K0A 1R0
613-987-2802
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Air quality tips for a healthy home

C

lean air is healthy
air. Health Canada
recommends you
ventilate your home
frequently to protect your family’s
health from indoor air pollutants,
such as:
• Living organisms like bacteria,
mould, fungi and house mites,
including pollen from indoor and
outdoor plants.
• Chemical pollutants
like nitrogen dioxide, carbon
monoxide, formaldehyde, lead,
ozone, volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) and dust or airborne
particles.
• Radiological pollutants, like
radon.
Possible causes of indoor air
pollutants include:

DID YOU KNOW?
Spring cleaning is a ritual in many homes, though
some might be forgetting to address an area of their
homes that can be especially vulnerable to insect
infestations. Kitchen cabinets and pantries used to
store spices and baking items, such as flour, can make
for inviting hideouts for various types of pests. These
unwelcome guests include beetles, Indian meal moths
and ants. To remedy this issue or prevent insects from
becoming an issue, discard stale spices or dated baking
items. Once such items have been removed from the
cabinets and pantry and discarded, wipe down the
interior of the spaces before installing fresh shelf paper.
If the critters didn’t make their presence known in the
cabinets, that doesn’t mean they haven’t made your
kitchen home over the winter. Some might have opted
to spend their winters behind appliances, including the
stove and the refrigerator. As a result, it’s best to pull
these appliances off the wall each spring, sweeping
or vacuuming the dust and crumbs you find before
mopping the floors.

• Water leaks or other sources
of humidity that could be causing
mould to grow.
• Broken or improperly vented
combustion appliances, such as
your furnace or stove.
• Products that can release
chemicals into the air, such as
glues, paints, varnishes or woodplastic composites (wood products
combined with plastic and
chemicals).
• There are many simple ways
you can improve the air quality
in your home. For example, open
windows when painting, varnishing,
working with composite wood, or
installing carpets.
Find more tips at canada.ca/
healthy-home.
www.newscanada.com

When it can be smart to hire a painting pro

F

ew things can revitalize a
home more readily than a
fresh coat of paint.
Thanks in part to the
affordability of paint and its ease of
application, painting is something
that even novice DIYers can
typically handle. It is estimated that
residential interior paint only lasts
around three years before it needs
to be updated. Exterior paint can
fade, chip and peel due to various
environmental factors. As a result,
many homes can likely use a fresh
coat of paint in at least one room.
As DIY-friendly as painting can

be, when attempting to paint the
interior or exterior of their homes,
homeowners may learn that some
painting projects are best left to the
professionals. Painting requires skill,
patience and a knowledge of how
various paints – including finishes
for particular applications – will
hold up. Novice painters may do
more harm than good by dripping
paint on expensive carpeting or floors
or fail to recognize the nuances that
indicate a spot-on painting job.
Professional painters have spent
hours upon hours learning the
ropes of what works – and what

does not. Painters often understand
that painstaking preparatory work
is crucial to getting pristine finished
results. Walls and ceilings must be
properly repaired and prepared even
before a base coat is applied.
Professional painters also have
an eye for details. And because
professional painters make a
business out of doing interior and
exterior surfaces, they understand
which techniques can improve
efficiency. That means a professional
job can typically be completed much
more quickly than a DIY project.
Even though some people think

they’ll save money by painting their
own homes, that’s not necessarily
true. Professionals already have all
the equipment necessary, unlike
novices who may need to make
repeated and potentially costly trips
to the hardware store for supplies.
Plus, if mistakes happen, DIYers have
to spend additional time and money
fixing them.
Safety can be a large motivator
for turning painting over to a pro.
Navigating exterior areas or tall
interior ceilings can be challenging
and may require scaffolding or tall
ladders DIYers do not have.

For all your building needs!
Authorized dealer for Ideal Rooﬁng Co. Ltd. & Wakeﬁeld Bridge Steel Shingles!

Garden Design & Installation
Erin VanGilst 613-448-1947
613-535-9942

THOMPSON

Horticulturist & Landscape Technician

erin@gardensbycreateit.com
- Garden Design & Installation

39 Dundas Street, Iroquois, Ontario 613-652-2500
www.timbermart.ca

Performance. Comfort.

- Garden Rejuvenation

- Container Gardening

- Consultations

- Garden Maintenance

www.gardensbycreateit.com

Heating & Air Conditioning Units

PEACE OF MIND
ALL
YEAR
LONG!
HEATING & COOLING INC.

• Sales & Service
• Installation of
Residential
Propane &
Natural Gas
• Air Conditioning
& Heat Pumps
• Complete
Ventilation
Design

smithcoolheat@hotmail.com

Barry Smith • Chesterville, Ontario

We’re not afraid
of COMMITMENT

Cell.: 613-577-2550 Res.: 613-448-2550
Fax: 613-448-1383

THE PROS KNOW
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Small kitchen improvements that maximize functionality

M

new appliances if you have a small kitchen.
Compact versions won’t take up as much space
as larger alternatives. Homeowners should
consider the ultimate function of the kitchen
and then think about which appliances will
serve them well. Homeowners with small
kitchens may not need a large stand mixer or
an oversized commercial stove.

any homeowners wish
for expansive kitchens.
Modernized kitchens that
include sought after features
and showcase the latest trends go a long way
to improving the overall value of a home.
As desirable as such kitchens may be,
some homes simply don’t have enough space
for a centrefold-worthy kitchen featuring an
island, wine refrigerator and walk-in pantry.
However, homeowners with small kitchens
can still improve the form and function of
their existing spaces.
RECONFIGURE AND REVAMP
CABINETRY
Homeowners whose kitchens are
small often lament their lack of storage.
Redesigning the layout of cabinets, and
possibly adding some more cabinetry, may
take care of certain storage issues. The
experts at Merit Kitchens suggest utilizing
corner space with LeMans units, lazy
susans and other gadgets to make access
WORK WITH THE WALLS
to these areas easier. Going vertical with
Small kitchens require clever usage of
wall cabinets that extend to the ceiling also vertical space. Vertical storage units, hooks,
can add more storage, as can roll-in work shelving, and more can move items out
carts.
of drawers and off of counters. Consider

ADD SOME GLASS
The DIY Network recommends
incorporating glass to improve the perception
of space in small kitchens. Glass lets you see
through the objects, thereby enhancing the
feeling of spaciousness or what designers call
“negative space.” Glass also can be reflective,
visually expanding the space.

an under-the-cabinet toaster oven and
microwave to create more counter space.
USE SCALED-DOWN APPLIANCES
Shop with size in mind when looking at

EMBRACE HIGH-END MATERIALS
It costs less to renovate small spaces than
bigger areas, so homeowners may be able
to afford high-end materials that really add
personality to a kitchen. Flooring, counter
materials and quality fixtures can really set
small kitchens apart.
Small kitchens can be culinary havens
with the right improvements to maximize the
space.

DID YOU KNOW?
Radon is a colourless, odourless gas that forms naturally when
radioactive elements, such as uranium, decay. These radioactive
elements can be found in different amounts in soil and rock
throughout the world. Though radon is present outdoors and
indoors, it is often present in such small amounts that it does
not pose a threat to human health.
Radon levels in most homes should be reduced to as low
as possible. The only way to know how much radon is in your
home is to test it.
The Canadian Cancer Society recommends that Canadians
test their homes for radon and take action to reduce high levels.
To test your home for radon, you can purchase a test kit at a
local hardware store. You can also hire a certified professional to
perform a test for you.
Health Canada’s radon action guideline is 200 Bcq/m3, but
other jurisdictions have set different limits. The World Health
Organization (WHO) recommends a limit of 100 to 300 Bcq/m3
and the United States has a limit of 148 Bcq/m3.

WILLIS KERR
CONTRACTING

LT D .

DELIVERED OR PICKED UP

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

iiSAND
iiSEPTIC SAND
iiTOPSOIL
iiWASHED SEPTIC STONE
iiGRAVEL
iiCRUSHED STONE

iiKERR PIT - KEMPTVILLE
641 SOUTH GOWER DR.

iiBRISSENDEN PIT - MOUNTAIN
1077 COUNTY RD. 1, REIDS MILLS
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Benefits to an open concept floor plan

T

he way a home is designed can
say a lot of things about it. In fact,
many real estate professionals and
contractors can determine when a
home was built based on the design of its
interior. For example, homes with sunken
living rooms were likely built sometime in
the 1960s and 1970s.
Open concept living rooms are one trend
that might one day make people nostalgic for
the early 21st century. Many of today’s home
buyers want homes with open concept floor
plans, which can give homes a more spacious
feel, perhaps even creating the illusion that a
home is bigger than it really is.
Home buyers who have never before
enjoyed open concept floor plans can
can make gatherings feel less cramped than
consider these benefits to these wildly popular when entertaining as one of their biggest
assets.
In
an
open
concept
home,
guests
don’t
in homes with more traditional floor plans.
layouts.
have to be corralled into a single room in the
SAFETY
home. Instead, hosts and their guests can
ENTERTAINMENT
The
safety
of
open
concept floor plans
roam
freely
from
room
to
room
because
there
Many people who live in homes with open
may
be
most
applicable
to parents of young
are
no
walls
dividing
common
areas.
This
concept floor plans cite their convenience

Six home trends to consider

H

ome design and real estate
trends come and go, but once in
awhile certain concepts exhibit
considerable staying power. Staying
abreast of what’s hot and what’s not can be a
bit overwhelming. This list breaks down some
of the trends that have made a splash and
figure to be around for some time.
1. Open concept spaces: Watch the
DIY Network or HGTV and you’ll quickly
understand that open floor plans remain
highly coveted. Many modern, newly built
homes have a large multi-purpose area that
blurs the borders of the kitchen, dining area
and family room. These homes make it easy
to entertain and keep an eye on youngsters.
2. Patterned fabrics and upholstery:
Solids will always have their place in home
decor, but patterned furnishings are making
a name for themselves as well. Today’s
homeowners are not afraid to experiment with
geometric and floral patterns alongside neutral
colours to showcase their personalities.
3. Farmhouse chic: Many people want
the ambiance of a rustic, antique farmhouse

even if they live miles away from the country.
Reclaimed wood on the walls, exposed beams,
eclectic accessories, and a big wood table in
the dining room are hallmarks of farmhouse
style. This is a fun design trend that can be
personalized for cozy appeal.
4. Hidden appliances: Making
appliances disappear into the background is a
growing trend. This is achieved with products
that blend in with or are hidden behind
cabinetry.
5. Row homes: Popularized in the
19th century and then again in the 1960s
and 1980s, townhouses are making another
comeback. Townhomes are especially popular
among millennial buyers.
6. Multigenerational homes:
Buyers between the ages of 53 and 62 are
increasingly looking at homes that can
accommodate children older than 18, with a
room or apartment available to care for an
aging parent.
Home trends continue to evolve, and some
trends have exhibited more staying power
than others.

children. Open concept floor plans allow
parents to keep an eye on their children
while cooking dinner, working from home
or tending to other chores around the house.
Since there are no walls to divide rooms in
open concept homes, parents don’t have to
wonder what their curious kids are up to
because they can see them at all times.
FLEXIBILITY
Open concept floor plans give homeowners
more flexibility. For example, homes with
more traditional floor plans may have
designated spaces for dining areas. These
spaces don’t leave much room to work with
and may not be valued by homeowners
who don’t often host dinners at home. As a
result, such rooms may just be wasted square
footage. With an open concept floor plan,
homeowners have the flexibility to make
dining areas as big or small as they see fit
and can even adjust the rooms on the fly on
those occasions when people are coming over.

Gray is here to stay

D

ecorating a home in neutral tones has long been recommended as a way
to sell a home quickly. But the colour gray also provides a blank canvas for
homeowners who have no intention of putting their homes on the market
anytime soon. Beige and white have long been go-to colours for neutral
living spaces. But many interior decorators now look to gray as the neutral colour of
choice.
Design experts advise that gray has a broad range. Gray can include everything
from silver to charcoal to a dusty cloud. Gray is not a clear-cut colour that’s simply a
50-50 blend of white and black. Gray has subtle nuances that can lean toward blues,
greens, taupes, and more depending on the lighting and surrounding furnishings.
That means that homeowners who are ready to replace their furniture or accessories
need not necessarily repaint if they’ve previously decorated in shades of gray.
Individuals need only replace small items to produce a big effect in rooms where
gray is dominant. Because gray is so neutral, it works with soft, calming colours in
various pastels, but equally as well with bright reds, yellow and oranges.
Gray also is a predominant colour in natural stones used throughout homes
in entryways, bathrooms and kitchens. It can make design sense to maintain
continuity throughout by dabbling in gray elsewhere.
Designers have shown how gray does not have to be cold, industrial or gloomy.
It can be sophisticated in just about any room of the house. More designers are
now leaning toward warmer variations of gray, such as taupes and blends dubbed
“greige,” that are beautiful but not as stark as pure gray.
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Reduce energy costs this summer

W

hen attempting to cool their
homes, many homeowners’ first
instinct may be to adjust the air
conditioning thermostat. But there are other,
more energy-efficient methods to cooling a
home. The following are a handful of ways
to make heating and cooling a home more
eco-friendly.

Save time and money
with material alternatives

H

ome renovations are big business.
The home renovation resource
Home Advisor states that the
average cost of remodeling
multiple rooms in a home was $41,784 in
2018.
While homeowners cannot change
the size of rooms to save money, they can
manipulate the materials used to keep
expenses down. Many products on the
market today are designed to replicate the
look of more costly materials without the
higher price tags. User-friendly DIY products
also can help corral costs by cutting down
on labour expenses.
RESILIENT FLOORING
Resilient flooring is manufactured to
mimic the look of hardwood, tile, stone, and
other materials. Specialized manufacturing
processes and coatings create a product that
resists stains, dents, moisture, and scratches.
Most resilient products are made up of several
layers to create stability and absorb sound.
These products tend to be less expensive than
the materials they replicate.
LAMINATE COUNTERTOPS
Much like resilient flooring, laminate
countertops are inexpensive, lowmaintenance and durable alternatives to
stone and solid-surface countertops. They
come in many different styles that can look
like granite or marble. Homeowners also
can consider solid surface materials, tile,

concrete, and wood block when looking for
cost-efficient countertop materials.
SHOWER KITS
Bathroom renovations can increase
the overall value of a home. But some
homeowners do not have the time or
money to do a complete bathroom remodel.
Replacing an old vanity with a newer one
and replacing an outdated tub/shower
combination can improve the functionality
of a space without breaking the bank. Shower
kits and stalls enable homeowners to renovate
bathrooms with less hassle than creating a
tile- or stone-based shower enclosure. Kit
pieces drop in place and may only require
minor plumbing work. Certain kits can be
installed directly over dated showers for a
quick remodel turnaround.
CABINET REFACING
Homeowners who want to keep the layout
of a kitchen intact but simply update its look
can turn to cabinet refacing. The Kitchen
Magic renovation company says refacing or
resurfacing uses quality wood or laminate
veneer to change the colour and appearance
of the exterior of cabinets without having
to remove the existing cabinet frames. New
doors, drawers and hardware will complete
the transformation at a fraction of the cost of
a new cabinet build.
Low-cost materials can keep renovation
budgets in check and still produce beautiful
results.

Kim’s
Interior Painting and
Wallpapering

ADJUST THE THERMOSTAT
Programmable thermostats allow
homeowners to adjust their cooling systems
for when they are home and when they are
out. Air conditioners can be set at higher
temperatures when residents are at work or
school, and then lowered before residents
arrive home.

CEILING FANS
Fans help to circulate air throughout a
home and create an effective draft. Ceiling
REPLACE AIR FILTERS
fans are usually most effective at circulating
Air filters trap dust, debris, and other
air throughout a room. The larger the
microscopic particles so they are not
blades, the more air that can be offset by
circulating in the air or clogging up vents.
Over time, air filters can become so bogged the fan. Many fans operate quietly and
effectively. In some locations, fans may be
down with dirt that air cannot move
through a home very easily, forcing cooling all that’s needed to cool a space. In others,
systems to work harder. Simply replacing the fans may work in conjunction with air
conditioners to enable homeowners to raise
filters can help cooling systems work more
the thermostat a few degrees.
efficiently.

TONY VAN GURP
CONSTRUCTION
RR#3, Chesterville, ON • K0C 1H0
Tel. 613-448-3249
Fax: 613-448-3133 Cell: 613-794-4679
Residential • Commercial
Custom Built Homes
Additions • Renovations
Office Renovations • Suspended Ceilings
Builders of ICF Insulated Concrete
Block Walls and Foundations

• Fully fenced yard with personal pin code access
24 hours and video surveillance
• Bay sizes from 5x10, 10x10, 10x20
• Rates starting from just $55 + HST
• Outdoor parking for trailers, motor homes, etc.
• 24-hour live help

613-448-3368
Chesterville

WE DELIVER...
All Your Home
Building and
Renovation Needs

J & R Adam L

INSULATE
Insulation often is associated with
warmth, and rightfully so, as it is used to
protect a home from cold weather. However,
insulation also is effective at cooling homes.
Many insulation materials work by slowing
down the way heat moves through materials
and into spaces. Proper insulation can
provide effective resistance to the flow of
heat, meaning it can help block hot air
from flowing into the interior of a home.
Insulation will help reduce the amount of
work a cooling system will have to do to cool
a home thanks to the flow of heat.

506 Sherrer Way, Winchester

613-729-1449
www.613storage.com

td.
tée

BUILDING SUPPLIES

144 Principale Street, St. Albert • 613-987-2112

Security, Convenience & Peace of Mind
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Why it’s smart to have a smart home

D

evices are everywhere. According
to a recent visual networking
index forecast from Cisco, by
2021, there will be four networked
devices and connections per person across
the globe. Those figures are even greater in
North America, where Cisco estimates each
person will have 13 networked devices and
connections by 2021.
With all those devices, it’s no surprise that
a greater number of people are embracing
the smart home movement. Those who have
yet to jump on the bandwagon can benefit
from learning more about smart homes and
why it’s intelligent to have a smart home.

Get ready: Early spring
landscaping tips

D

uring the cold months of winter,
many people stare longingly out
of the window dreaming of spring
and time spent outdoors. For those
with green thumbs, images of tending to the
garden and other aspects of their landscapes
no doubt dominate such daydreams.
Draw inspiration from those budding
crocuses and daffodils pushing through the
last remnants of snow and employ these
tips to prepare for the upcoming gardening
season.
• One of the first steps is to apply a
preemergent weed killer to get a head start
knocking out weeds that can plague the lawn
during the growing season. Killing weeds at
the roots early on can mean far fewer hassles
in spring and summer, and may prevent new
generations of weeds from cropping up each
year.
• While it may be tempting to take a
prematurely warm day as a sign that spring
is in full force and purchase a bunch of
annuals, it’s better to know the last of the
possible frost dates (check “The Farmer’s
Almanac”); otherwise, you may waste time
and money planting flowers or vegetables
only to have them zapped by another frosty
day.
• Amend the soil so that it is the right
consistency – just crumbling when lifting
it. Soil that is too muddy after spring thaw
can harden, making it difficult for plants to

flourish later on. Speak with representatives
at a local lawn and garden centre about
which types of amendments you can add to
the soil in your particular area to enrich it.
• Lawn and garden experts suggest filling
in bare patches of lawn now by mixing a
few shovelfuls of soil with grass seed. Then
apply this patch to the bare areas, water, and
continue to care for the area until the spot
fills in.
• Spend a day in the garage or shed
tending to the lawn mower and other
gardening equipment. Clean all tools and
ensure that everything works, repairing parts
as needed.
• Give outdoor entertaining spaces a good
scrubbing, clearing away dirt and grime that
may have accumulated over the winter. Use a
leaf blower to blow away any leftover leaves.
• Check if the front porch, railings or
decking need painting and/or staining.
Tackle these projects when the weather is
cooler so everything will be ready for those
peak spring days.
• Think about any annuals you might
want to plant in the landscape this year that
will complement any existing shrubbery or
perennials. Come up with a theme so that the
entire yard is cohesive.
Before homeowners know it, winter is
gone and it is time to once again enjoy long
days spent outdoors. Get a jump start on
spring lawn prep as soon as you can.

HARBERS
MILLWORK
Rob Harbers, Sole Proprietor
613.802.8206
harbersmillwork@outlook.com • harbersmillwork.ca

• Custom Projects
• Kitchens & Vanities
• Storage Solutions
• Refacing
• Respraying

4188 Brinston Rd., Brinston, ON

saves them an average of 30 minutes per day.
That’s an especially beneficial advantage
for busy parents and/or professionals who
find it difficult to juggle all of their daily
responsibilities.
• Money: Another benefit to smart homes
is their cost savings. Because devices can be
controlled remotely, smart home owners can
adjust the temperatures on their heating and
cooling units while away from home. That
means they can arrive home each night to
a comfortable home without having to run
their HVAC systems all day while no one was
home. In fact, the CNET/Coldwell Banker
survey found 45 percent of homeowners say
that smart home products save them an
WHAT IS A SMART HOME?
average of $98.30 each month.
According to SmartHomeUSA.com, the
• Investment: Whether you’re a
term “smart home” is commonly used
developer or a single-family homeowner, real
to define residences in which appliances,
estate is an investment. Making a home as
lighting, heating and cooling units,
appealing to prospective buyers as possible
televisions, computers, entertainment
is a great way to get a better return on your
systems, and security systems are capable of
real estate investment. The CNET/Coldwell
communicating with one another. Each of
Banker survey found that 81 percent of
these components can be controlled remotely, buyers would be more likely to buy a home if
typically via a smartphone.
smart home products were already installed.
That can make the market for your home
ADVANTAGES OF A SMART HOME
more competitive, ultimately earning you
The benefits of a smart home are
more money at resale.
numerous, and will likely only multiply as
Smart homes are both the present and
people utilize more devices.
the future. Homeowners who want to make
• Time: A recent joint survey from CNET their homes more livable today and more
and Coldwell Banker found that 57 percent of marketable tomorrow should consider
homeowners say that smart home technology investing in smart home products.

RT
A
W
E
T
S
D
L
A
GER
Small Orders...
TOP SOIL • MUCK
DELIVERY
AVAILABLE
CHESTERVILLE 613-448-3221

H&B Contracting
ASPHALT SERVICES
• Commercial or Residential
• Paving • Sealing
• Patching/Repair

Contact
Brian Armstrong

13900 Connaught Rd., RR3, Chesterville
613-448-1643 • Cell. 613-227-7788

www.hb-contracting.ca
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Ways to reduce trash

H

Lighting is a key component
of curb appeal

W

hen addressing curb
appeal, homeowners may
be inclined to focus on
features that are easily seen
from the street during the day. But what can
a homeowner do to improve on his or her
home’s nighttime aesthetic?
Outdoor lighting is one aspect of curb
appeal that is often overlooked. Homeowners
may fail to recognize the importance of how
proper illumination can provide their homes
with a warm glow and make it look beautiful
after the sun has set. For example, think
of how cozy and inviting neighbourhoods
appear during the holiday season when
homes are strung with twinkling lights.
Homeowners can replicate that look all year
long with lighting elements.
Lighting for evening hours also helps
maintain a safe environment for people
who are visiting the property. Illuminating
walkways and doorways provides a clearly
visible and safe path to and from the home.
The following are a few ways to improve
outdoor lighting.
• Focus on architectural features.
Outdoor lighting can focus on the external

features of the home’s architectural style. Use
light to draw attention to interesting gables,
dramatic roof lines, dormers, or curved
entryways.
• Play up landscaping. Stylish lighting
can highlight trees, shrubs, pathways,
gardens, and all of the elements of softscapes
and hardscapes on a property. Soft lighting
can make homes feel warm and cozy.
Uplighting trees or other elements can add a
dramatic effect.
• Light up all doors. Make sure that
doors, both entry and garage, are properly
lit for ease of entry and egress from the
home. Installing motion-activated lights
or lights on timers can deter break-ins.
Consider using home automation to control
porch lights and other outdoor lights
remotely, if necessary.
• Create entertaining areas. Outdoor
lighting can be used to extend the hours
residents can spend outside. This is great for
entertaining and can be an excellent selling
point.
Homeowners are urged not to overlook
outdoor lighting as a vital part of their plan
to improve curb appeal.

BRING ON SPRING
We service and repair
ALL lawn and garden
equipment as well as
small to medium
chore tractors and
implements

omeowners may feel like they’re
always taking out the trash. Active
families tend to generate a lot of
garbage, and it’s not uncommon
to find the kitchen trash pail overflowing
each day.
Thanks to modern sanitation systems,
which remove garbage in a timely manner,
it’s difficult to get a good handle on just how
much trash families generate.
The Conference Board of Canada
found Canadians produce more
garbage per capita than any
other country. This statistic,
combined with landfill sites
reaching full capacity,
illustrate that garbage
is a growing concern.
Thankfully, there are ways
to cut down on personal
waste.
• Recycle as much as
you can. Post a list of all items
that can be recycled where you live. Make
sure to separate these items from the regular
trash. Seek out facilities that will recycle
items that are not collected in curbside
pickup.
• Avoid buying disposable products.
Reusing items over and over saves money
and resources. Many disposable products are
packaged in plastic, which may be produced
with toxic substances that can leach into the
environment.
• Use old rags for cleaning. When
scouring the house, opt for old rags made
from towels and T-shirts that are past their
prime. These rags can be washed and reused
again and again.

• Mend broken items if possible.
Before tossing something into the trash,
figure out if it can be repaired. A simple fix
may breathe a few more years of utility into
the product.
• Cook only what you can eat. The
UN Environmental Program estimates that
one-third of the food produced for human
consumption across the globe is wasted. Store
and use leftovers efficiently. Stick to portion
sizes when cooking, and find uses for
foods (farms may take food scraps
for pigs) before tossing them in
the trash.
• Compost usable
items. Another way to
repurpose certain food
items is to turn them into
fertilizer. Egg shells, fruit
rinds, coffee grounds, and
more can be placed in a
compost heap instead of
the garbage.
• Donate used items. Books,
magazines, toys, clothing, household items
– all of these things can be donated or
traded.
• Use reusable tote bags when
shopping. Keep plastic shopping bags
out of landfills by recycling them or
bringing along your own cloth bags to
the stores.
• Stop junk mail. Contact companies
to remove your name from lists of junk
mail. Invest in a shredder and turn junk
mail into packing materials or bedding for
pet cages.
Reducing trash generated at home can
greatly benefit the environment.

Gateway
Enterprises

SALES,
SERVICE,
INSTALLATION
24-Hour Emergency
Service
613-913-0097

Garage Doors, Rolling Steel Shutters
& Dock Equipment
Shawn Backes, Technician

613-774-6157

11693 Toye Hill Road, Williamsburg
gatewayenterprises@jcis.ca

Fax 613-774-6627

Make every day a

VACATION DAY!
Instead of spending thousands of dollars
on a family vacation that lasts only a
few days, invest in a new pool or hot tub
that will bring years of enjoyment and
relaxation to your home.

SALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICE • ACCESSORIES

Pools • Hot Tubs • Supplies
We offer a full range of services so you can enjoy your pool and hot tub
without the hassle.

Ask us about our new line of Ontario Built Hot Tubs

SALES & SERVICE
AUTHORIZED CUB CADET DEALER
Carl Berends / Sue Blaine • bandb@xplornet.ca

613-258-8913 • Fax 613-258-2638 • Cell: 613-277-2823
10510 Loughlin Ridge Road, Mountain, ON, K0E 1S0

• Inground, on-ground and
above-ground pools
• Hot tubs
• Chemicals for pool and
spa

• Service on pools and spas
• Water analysis
• Pool parts and
accessories
• Storage

BOOK YOUR POOL OPENING TODAY!

OPEN DAILY 8-5,
SATURDAYS 8-NOON

TREVOR CARRUTHERS

495 MAY ST., WINCHESTER 613-774-2341
info@funtasticpoolandspa.com www.funtasticpoolandspa.com
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Six options for funding your next
home improvement project

B

Rethink your kitchen layout

K

itchens are the most popular rooms
in many homes. The kitchen is not
just a spot for food preparation and
eating meals, it also is a gathering
place for conversation, homework and family
time.
In recognition that so much time is spent
in this heart of the home, many people are
embracing some of the more popular trends
concerning kitchen layouts to maximize the
comfort and efficiency of these rooms.

COMMUNAL ZONES
Unlike the days of yore when the kitchen
was utilitarian, today’s home floor plans
make kitchens a focal point of a home.
Food preparation also is no longer a solitary
task. Thanks to larger kitchen footprints
and multiple zones set up for meal creation,
a greater number of people can hang out
in the kitchen and help with meals. You’ll
find multiple sinks, large islands and more
counter space are key components of modern
kitchen layouts.
DINING NOOKS
Kitchen designs are bringing back
banquette seating in a cozy nook. This
design is a practical use of space, and can
fit in large and small kitchens alike. It
also can give a kitchen a high-end look,
as built-in banquettes can highlight a bay
window or seem custom-made for the space.

Banquette seating can fit a number of people
comfortably and provides a sensible and
casual dining spot solution.
FAMILY TABLE
Formal dining and living rooms are now
used infrequently. As a result, kitchens have
evolved to accommodate meal prep and
dining. A large family table in the centre of
the room brings people into the kitchen to
get more involved with food.
COUNTER CULTURE
Taking a page out of a favourite corner
diner or bar, kitchens are increasingly
outfitted with a large island flanked by
chic counter stools. Family members can
pull up a stool and grab a quick snack. It’s
also a great place for friends to engage in
conversation while a host or hostess prepares
cocktails and appetizers for an evening
soirée.
WORK ZONE
Many families like to have an area of the
kitchen set up as a tech zone where kids can
do their homework and even parents can do
some work, such as paying bills. Setting aside
an area of counter space as a small desk area
can be a great idea. Such areas also help
parents keep a watchful eye on children while
they’re surfing the internet.

B&H MASONRY
c/o Donald Van Hoof
12708 County Rd. 18
RR 2, Williamsburg, ON, K0C 2H0

613-535-2079

efore starting a home improvement
project, either on one’s own or with
the assistance of a professional
contractor, homeowners must first
consider the costs involved.
According to the home improvement
resource Home Advisor, more than onethird of homeowners do not understand
what hiring a professional will cost, and
then cannot successfully budget and secure
financing once they have set their sights on a
renovation project.
Home Advisor says that some of the more
popular projects, such as remodeling a
kitchen or bathroom or building a deck, can
cost, on average, $19,920, $9,274 and $6,919,
respectively.
Homeowners may find that the more
expensive renovations require them to secure
some type of financing. Those who have
never before sought such financing may
want to consider these options.
1. Cash-out refinancing: With cashout refinancing, a person will begin the
mortgage process anew with the intention of
paying off the current mortgage balance, and
then taking out additional funds for other
purposes. Cash-out refinancing is a way to
tap into a home’s existing equity for use on
improvements or other expenses, such as
college tuition.
2. Home equity line of credit: A home
equity line of credit works like a credit card,
with the house as collateral. There is a credit
limit, and borrowers can spend up to that
limit. The interest rate may or may not be
fixed.

3. Home equity loan: Individuals also
can borrow against equity in their homes
with a fixed interest rate through a home
equity loan. Most lenders will calculate 80
percent of the home value and subtract a
homeowner’s mortgage balance to figure out
how much can be borrowed.
4. Personal loan: Homeowners can
shop around at various financial institutions
for competitive personal loans to be used for
home improvement purposes. Funds may be
approved within one business day, which can
be ideal for those who want to begin their
improvements soon.
5. Personal line of credit: A personal
line of credit allows borrowers to borrow only
the money needed at the time, and offers a
variable interest rate that is generally lower
than fixed loan rates. Again, like a credit
card, a personal line of credit gives a person
a maximum borrowing amount and is ideal
for ongoing purchases.
6. Credit cards: In a pinch, credit
cards can be used to finance improvements,
but they do come with the cost of very high
interest rates if the balance is not paid in full
by the time the bill comes due. However, for
funding smaller projects and maximizing
rewards points through home improvement
retailers or specific credit card company
promotions, credit cards can be a way to earn
various perks in addition to the benefit of
improving a home.
Homeowners looking to finance their next
improvements should speak to a financial
advisor and shop around for the best types of
funding for them.

2678 Hwy. 43, Kemptville (Cornerstone Mall)
12054 Main St. W., Winchester (KrisAlis Inc.)

Locally Owned and Operated

www.firststoprentals.com
1-877-245-3296

STONE SLINGER
RENTALS
READY MIXED
CONCRETE
CONCRETE
PUMPING
SERVICE

613-258-4152

A rental store
to handle all
your Tool and
Equipment
needs!

613-774-1734

EXCAVATING
CONTRACTORS
EQUIPMENT
RENTALS
ALL QUARRY
PRODUCTS

BYERS CARPENTRY INC.

14049 Concession 10-11, Crysler, ON K0A 1R0
KEN: 613-229-1327 • KEVIN: 613-223-0620
FAX: 613-448-4389

Building trust one project at a time

www.trpreadymix.com
Main Office, Moose Creek.................................................... 613-538-2271
Quarry at St-Albert............................................................... 613-987-2006
Ready Mix Plant at St-Albert ............................................... 613-987-5377
Quarry & Ready Mix Plant at Winchester ............................ 613-774-5277

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Winchester Press

Wed., April 17, 2019 19
Spring Fix Up –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

How tree services can
protect your property

C

old weather can take its toll on
a property. Most parts of the
landscape are vulnerable to
damage from winter storms, but
trees may be especially susceptible. By the
end of winter, many homeowners wonder
if their trees would benefit from some
professional TLC.
Tree services provide a host of services.
While fall is a popular time to remove trees
from a property, doing so in spring is not
unheard of, especially if trees were affected
by winter storms and now pose a threat to a
home and the people who live inside it.
Homeowners considering tree services
can explore the following ways that some
professional arbor attention can protect them
and their homes.
• Tree services can help protect
a home’s foundation. Old trees that
stretch well into the sky can be captivating,
but they also can pose a threat to a
home’s foundation. Such trees may have
especially large root zones that may extend
beneath walkways and even a home. In the
latter instance, foundations may crack as
roots try to stake their claim to the ground
beneath a home. According to the home
improvement resource Home Advisor,
homeowners pay an average of just over
$4,000 to repair foundation issues, though
major problems can cost considerably
more than that. A professional tree service
can remove aging trees that might be
beautiful and awe-inspiring but still
pose a threat to a home and the areas
surrounding it.
• Tree services can improve
visibility. Trees that have aged a bit since
their last trimming might affect the view of
a property from inside a home. Overgrown
branches can compromise residents’ ability
to see and experience the natural beauty
just outside their windows. The average
homeowner may be able to trim short
trees on his or her own, but if views from
the second floor of a home or higher have
been compromised, it’s much safer to call a
professional tree service. Such services have

the right tools and experienced personnel
necessary to safely trim high branches on tall
trees.
• Tree services can help prevent
future damage. Even if trees made it
through a recent winter unscathed, that’s no
guarantee next winter or even the coming
seasons of spring, summer and fall won’t
ultimately prove their undoing. Weatherrelated roof damage, including damage
resulting from falling limbs and branches
weighed down by snow during the winter
months, account for many property loss
insurance claims. Homeowners may be liable
if a tree they knew posed a threat falls onto
a passerby or a neighbour’s property and
causes damage or injury. Having all trees
properly trimmed each year, but especially
those that can fall on your home and your
neighbours’ homes, may prevent future
damage and legal issues.
Tree services can ensure trees maintain their
awe-inspiring beauty and help homeowners
protect their homes and their belongings.

WANTED FOR SCRAP
OLD CARS,
TRUCKS, VANS
& APPLIANCES

Time to replace old wiring?

O

ld homes can be charming
and contain architectural
elements not often seen
in many modern housing
developments. But what older homes may
have in design appeal, they may lack in
updated features.
While cosmetic changes are not
necessarily difficult, one area of concern in
historic homes – and sometimes even in
houses built 40 or 50 years ago – is archaic
wiring. Wiring provides power to every room
of the home. In today’s electronics-driven
society, electricity that works is an essential
component of daily life. Over time, wiring
can be compromised through simple
aging, pest infiltration, weather, or other
conditions. Deteriorated wiring can present
a shock hazard and also a serious fire
hazard. Furthermore, the amperage of old
wiring may not be able to meet the needs of
the devices used in homes – overpowering
the circuits. This can cause breaker
blowouts and other problems, such as
overheated wires that may spark and cause
fires from within the wall.
Wiring often falls into the “out of sight,
out of mind” category. Homeowners may
make allowances for inadequate electrical
systems, such as running extension cords
or using multiplug connectors to increase
their wiring capacity. However, they
may not be diligently keeping on top of
upgrades needed to stay safe. Confirming
that a home’s electrical system is safe is a
necessary part of home maintenance.
For those who haven’t already done
so, schedule an inspection with a licensed
electrician to go over the home’s wiring.

He or she can determine if any areas pose
a safety risk and/or do not conform to code
requirements. Failure to meet code can lead
to difficulty obtaining permits to make other
home renovations, or difficulty selling a
home later on.
The electrician can also go over
improvements that can improve safety and
function. Additional outlets, including GFCI
outlets in kitchens and bathrooms, may be
part of the plan, as well as rewiring a fuse
box or circuit panel to allow for better flow
of power around the house. Frayed wiring or
underinsulated wiring also may need to be
replaced.
Owners of old homes should recognize
possible electrical system dangers that
require attention. Plus, considering
electrical codes change quite frequently, it
is always in a homeowner’s best interest to
work with a qualified electrician to keep
wiring inspected and up to date.

GLEN ROBINSON & SONS
PLUMBING & HEATING CONTRACTOR

For all your new construction, renovation, service,
water treatment, air conditioning and in-floor heating needs

QUALITY SERVICE
Ron Robinson, Prop.

Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates

12841 Nation Valley Rd., Chesterville 613-448-2894

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.
Complete Residential Building Services.

29 years of experience
Great local references | Satisfaction Guaranteed

CALL

613-791-5677
613-448-3221
Scott Hall
Owner

SB&D LANDSCAPING

Contact us anytime for a free consultation and estimate!

We Do Wow!

Eric Winter
IROQUOIS
Specialists in all aspects of

Landscape Construction
Retaining Walls • Interlocking Stone
Skid Steer & Mini Excavator • Irrigation

613-652-1071
Cell. 613-551-7175
www.sbdlandscaping.ca
Over 20 Years Proven Experience

Licensed & Insured

613-913-9598
613-989-2495
www.ericscarpentryservice.com
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Make bathrooms safer

H

omes should be safe havens. But
each year injuries in and around
the home contribute to many
medical visits and even fatalities

from not being able to adequately adjust the
water temperature.
3. Utilize transfer benches and
shower seats. A transfer bench can help
reduce injuries that occur
each year.
when trying to climb over a
Although anywhere in a
tub wall. Benches are placed
home can be the scene of an
outside of the tub and a
accident, bathrooms tend
person sits and then swings
to be the most dangerous
his legs over the ledge.
room in the house. Slippery
Transfer benches also can
tile, the presence of water,
be used in conjunction with
stockpiled medications,
shower seats. This is a chair
and many sharp and hard
or bench that allows people
edges in a small space pose
to sit while they shower.
several different hazards in
4. Discard old
the bathroom, particularly
medications. Clean out
for young children and
Shelving can corral items and keep rooms more organized.
the medicine cabinet of old
people age 65 and up. The
or expired medications,
Centres for Disease Control
including both prescription
and Prevention says falls,
and over-the-counter drugs. This reduces the
which can result in serious injuries like hip
fractures and head trauma, are the cause of likelihood of medication confusion, and does
not put potentially harmful pills and syrups
80 percent of all bathroom accidents.
Many bathroom accidents are preventable into the hands of children.
5. Install grab bars. Properly installed
with some easy modifications.
1. Reduce slippery surfaces. Wet tile
grab bars around the shower and toilet area
ho hasn’t, at one point in
5. Canvas bags hung on a towel bar on
is a recipe for slick conditions. Bath rugs with can provide leverage and stability. AARP says
their lives, lamented a lack a wall can keep dirty clothes wrangled until
rubber backing can provide traction in the
many injuries to seniors occur when they are
of space and organization
it’s time to wash them. This also eliminates
bathroom, as can nonslip mats placed on
attempting to sit or get up from the toilet.
at home? A lifetime’s worth clothes hampers on the floor.
the floor of the bathtub or shower enclosure. Grab bars or an elevated toilet seat can help.
of items have to be kept somewhere, and
6. Add a second rod or shelving to the
6. Install motion-detecting lights.
Water-resistant flooring made from recycled
without the right organizational strategy,
inside of closets to create more space for
These lights turn on automatically upon
rubber is another option. It is softer, less
clutter can quickly take over.
clothing and other items.
slippery and more forgiving than traditional detecting movement, making them beneficial
When square footage is limited, tapping
7. Take kitchen cabinets all the way to
for people who routinely visit the bathroom
tile flooring.
vertical walls is the fastest way to maximize
the ceiling. Store lesser used items on the
2. Install lever-style fixtures. Round
in the middle of the night. Adequate
and multiply the space available. Hooks, rods, uppermost shelves and the items you use each
knobs in the bathroom can be difficult to
illumination also can help reduce fall risk.
shelving, built-ins... the sky is the limit when on the most accessible shelves.
grasp, especially for the elderly or those with
Bathroom safety should be made a
it comes to finding additional storage and
8. Install a shelf over the entryway to
arthritis. Lever-style fixtures are easier to
priority. Various modifications can make
adding a bit of personality to tight quarters.
a room to utilize this seldom-used space.
manoeuvre and can help alleviate scalding
bathrooms safer for people of all ages.
Even homes that may have adequate space
Shelves also can be custom cut and placed
can benefit from vertical solutions.
in oddly shaped areas, such as in attic rooms
Here are some ideas to put vertical and
under the eaves or on slanted walls.
other less-utilized areas to work for you.
9. Dowels or curtain rods and some fabric
1. Hang wire or plastic file organizers on
can be used to fabricate slings to hold books
the inside of kitchen cabinets to easily store
or magazines.
• Quality Asphalt Shingle Installation
cookie sheets, trays and cutting boards.
10. Invest in some magnetic boards that
• New or Replacement Installation
2. Save on counter or cabinet space with
can hold keys or notes by the front door or
hanging spice racks. These can be hung
store knives on a kitchen wall.
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL
directly on walls or on the inside of cabinet
11. Install two towel bars parallel to one
doors.
another on the wall of a bathroom. These can
Ron Barton 613-258-0289
3. Stack all the stuff you can, including
hold extra toilet tissue or rolled hand towels.
washers and dryers, beds (with storage
12. Use rope plant hangers to store
Locally owned & operated for over 30 years!
drawers underneath) and even stacking
potatoes or onions near prep areas. The same
nesting tables.
plant hangers can wrangle stuffed animals
4. Choose furniture that is tall rather than and small toys in kids’ rooms.
wide. This can mean swapping out a dresser
Utilizing vertical areas in a home is a great
in a bedroom for an armoire or vertical chest way to increase storage capacity and keep
of drawers.
rooms more organized.

Maximize vertical space
to keep rooms organized

W

RON’S CUSTOM ROOFING

EXPERT

ELECTRICAL
Screened Topsoil, Clean Sand, Gravel, Stone, Fill
Dump Truck, Backhoe, Excavator, Dozer Rentals
M.O.E. Licensed Designer & Installer of Septic Systems (Conventional and Alternative Septic Systems)
M.O.E. Approved Non-Hazardous Waste Cleanups

WORK

Steve Baird Electric

BOX 125, SOUTH MOUNTAIN, ON, K0E1W0
613-989-2012
Maynard Coons
Fax: 613-989-2138

613-816-4407

Email: Stevebaird8@hotmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED:

J. Devereaux & Son Ltd.
Pumping Service

P.O. Box 7, Metcalfe 613-821-2348
In business since 1963 • Joe Devereaux, Proprietor

Pumping of Septic and
Holding Tanks
A household of 3-4 should pump
out tank every 1 to 2 years
We unload all sewage at Greens Creek Treatment Plant, Beacon Hill, Ottawa, Ontario

•
•
•
•
•

House Wiring
Renovations
Agriculture Wiring
Lighting Retroﬁts
Plant Maintenance

•
•
•
•
•

New Construction
Automation
Grain Systems
Motor Control
24-Hour Service

Experienced master electrician, serving South Mountain and
surrounding areas.
Specializing in all your electrical needs, including Agriculture,
Residential, Industrial, and Commercial.
Prompt services with a dedication to quality.

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!
For All Your Electrical Needs

ECRA/ESA 7012796
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S

taging has long been part of selling open and airy can impress buyers, as can
a home, and for good reason. When organized closets that are not jam packed
selling a home, it makes sense
with clothing, shoes and other wardrobe
for sellers to make their homes as
items that have a tendency to take over
appealing as possible, even if a recent study
closets the longer someone lives in a home.
• Let the sun shine in.
indicates that staging may
A home that’s bright and
not compel buyers to offer
airy tends to appear more
more money.
spacious and livable than
Researchers at Old
one in which the windows
Dominion University and
and blinds are closed. Before
Johns Hopkins University
hosting an open house,
found that staging did not
open the blinds and crack
have a significant effect on
some windows if the weather
the actual revealed market
permits.
value of a property. However,
• Start right inside
homeowners should not
the front door. A
interpret that as a reason
welcoming, clutter-free foyer
to skip staging. In fact, the
or primary entryway makes
study’s authors note that
a strong first impression,
staging gave buyers more
A beautiful entrance makes
immediately giving buyers
favourable impressions of
a strong first impression on
an idea of what it will be
a property, which might
prospective home buyers
like to welcome their own
accelerate the selling process.
friends and family into a home should they
Staging a home need not be difficult. In
fact, homeowners can employ several simple buy it. If there’s room, place a small table
and bench just inside the door.
and inexpensive staging strategies to entice
• Take care of the yard. You only get
buyers to make offers on their homes.
• Clear out the clutter, especially
one chance to make a first impression, and
in bathrooms and closets. Clear out the
the first thing buyers will see when they pull
clutter in each room in the house before
up outside your house is the exterior of your
hosting an open house. Note that it’s not just home. Landscaping is important, and a
bedrooms and living rooms that should be
well-maintained yard suggests to buyers that
made to look open, spacious and clutter-free. owners have taken pride in their homes, and
A luxurious, hotel-quality bathroom that’s
that may extend inside the home.

COBURN REALTY
Independently Owned And Operated Brokerage

Your Dream
Home Awaits
Buying or Selling - We offer the best advice,
the best results and the best service!

Call to speak to one of our agents.

E.A. ‘BUTCH’
OLDFORD
Broker/Manager

CLAYTON OLDFORD

NATHAN LANG

EMILY BLANCHARD

Broker

Sales
Representative

Sales
Representative

KIM MONKHOUSE

HELEN KENNEDY
Sales
Representative

MELISSA COOPER

Sales
Representative

Administrator

613-774-2323 • WWW.OLDFORD.CA

W.J. JOHNSTON SURVEYING LTD.
ONTARIO LAND SURVEYORS
Member, Consulting Surveyors of Ontario

Real Estate Representative

Call for a Free Market Evaluation
613-407-8869

loralee@loralee4homes.com

www.loralee4homes.com

LOGTENS

WILLIAM J. JOHNSTON, O.L.S., O.L.I.P. (1934-2010)
WILLIAM J. WEBSTER, O.L.S.
WILLIAM A. (SANDY) JOHNSTON, C.S.T.
12050 County Rd. 3, Main Street, P.O. Box 394, Winchester, Ontario, K0C 2K0
Telephone: 613-774-2414 • Fax: 613-774-2356 • 1-866-268-6915 • wjjhnstn@yahoo.com

Subdivision Planning, Cadastral, Engineering and Control Surveys Drainage Consultation

Homes With Everything On Your Wish List

TREE SERVICE LTD.
• Efficient removal of
large, difficult and
dangerous trees
• Stump grinding
• Brush chipping
• Cabling and bracing
• Pruning
• Deadwooding
• Lot clearing

CRYSLER - Stunning 4-bedroom, 4-bath home
offers lots of charm throughout! There is also a
2-car garage with extra living space above, and
a ﬁnished basement! Almost 1 acre of privacy.
Absolutely beautiful! MLS #1138330 $479,000

WINCHESTER - Large and spacious 3-bedroom,
1.5 bath home! There’s tons of room for everyone in
the family room, and good sized bedrooms upstairs!
Main ﬂoor laundry as well!
MLS # 1144322 $224,900

BRINSTON - Easy living in this 3-bedroom, slabbuilt home on 2.75 acres! Great shop outback to
store the big toys! Fabulous updated kitchen, and
windows replaced 2019!
MLS #1145934 $274,900

WILLIAMSBURG - Cozy and cute 2-bedroom
home with an updated main level with a great open
concept, and a fenced yard. Low utilities means
easy living!
MLS # 1145602 $117,900

EMERGENCY WORK
AFFORDABLE PRICES
FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

Jeremy Logtens

613-984-0743

Emily
Blanchard

Clayton
Oldford

Nathan
Lang

Sales Representative

Broker

Sales Representative

Free Home Market Evaluation

613-774-2323 • WWW.OLDFORD.CA
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Get the best mortgage
financing deal

F

ew people are able to walk into a home,
like what they see and then pay for a
house in cash. In the vast majority
of home purchases,
mortgages make the dream of
home ownership a reality.
Getting a mortgage requires
research and some preparation
on the part of borrowers if they
hope to get the friendliest terms
possible.
Homes are substantial,
decades-long investments, so
it’s smart to shop around to
find the best rates and lenders
available. These tips can
make the process of applying and getting a
mortgage go smoothly, and may even help
borrowers save some money.
• Learn your credit score. Your credit
score will be a factor in determining just
how much bargaining power you have for
lower interest rates on mortgage loans. The
higher the credit score, the better. Well before
shopping for a mortgage, manage your debt,
paying it off if possible, and fix any black
marks or mistakes on your credit report.
• Investigate various lenders.
Get information from various sources,
whether they are commercial banks,
mortgage companies, credit unions, or
other institutions. Each is likely to quote
different rates and prices, and the amount

they’re willing to lend you may vary as
well. Investigating various lenders can help
you rest easy knowing you got the best rate
for you. Lenders may charge
additional fees that can drive up
the overall costs associated with
getting a mortgage. Compare
these fees as well so you can be
sure you get the best deal.
• Consider a mortgage
broker. Mortgage brokers
will serve as the middle person
in the transaction. A broker’s
access to several different
lenders can translate into a
greater array of loan products
and terms from which to choose.
• Learn about rates. Become informed
of the rate trends in your area. Lower rates
translate into significant savings amounts
per month and over the life of the loan. Rate
may be fixed, though some are adjustablerate mortgages (also called a variable or
floating rate). Each has its advantages and
disadvantages, and a financial consultant
can discuss what might be in your best
interest.
The vast majority of homeowners secured
a mortgage to purchase their homes.
Learning about the mortgage process can
help new buyers navigate these sometimes
tricky financial waters.

RAISED RANCH BUILT IN 2017 ON 1.99 ACRES
MORRISBURG – 4973 COUNTY ROAD 31: Three bedrooms, two full baths, large
foyer entrance going to garage, upstairs and downstairs, with closet. On demand hot
water heater, open concept kitchen, dining room, living room, computer space. Master
bedroom has three-piece en suite with huge shower. Forced air natural gas, central air
conditioning, radiant in-floor heating in basement, and an air handler for the upstairs
(one of the best systems in today’s market place). Basement is wide open with large
windows waiting for your personal needs for family room and bedrooms, or just a
beautiful warm, dry workshop. Two-car garage is 22’6”x19’6”, balcony deck is 12’x6’.
MLS 1087719 $319,000

STEVE SUMMERS
Broker

Office 613-258-1883

COBURN REALTY, Brokerage

Call Steve for buying
and selling

Always available on my cell:

613-220-1936
11403 Lakeshore Drive
Iroquois, ON, K0E 1K0
steve@coburnrealty.com

ANTONELLA

Justin Morozuk

HOLMES

Licensed Carpenter

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

613-880-4431
justinmorozuk@gmail.com

Renovations, ﬂooring, mouldings, baseboards, doors, trim, decks, tile and more!

TWIN PEAKS

MLS #1033846
$174,900
MLS #1146217
$139,900

MLS #1133559
$149,000

WILLIAMSBURG
GLEN BECKER

MLS #1136035
$239,000

Let my success and experience work for you

11403 Lakeshore Drive
Iroquois, ON, K0E 1K0
steve@coburnrealty.com

LUNENBURG

Working with Buyers & Sellers

MLS #1094558
$544,000

• Septic Pumping • Portable Toilet Rentals

613-220-1936

MLS #1136978
$299,000

Have your septic system
maintained regularly.

Always available on my cell:

COBURN REALTY, Brokerage

FROATBURN

DON’T GET CAUGHT
WITH YOUR
PANTS DOWN!

Office 613-258-1883

WILLIAMSBURG

‘#1 in the #2 Business’

Broker

CHESTERVILLE

Sanitary Services Inc.

STEVE SUMMERS

Fully Licensed by MOE
TWIN PEAKS

RR#1, WILLIAMSBURG
ONTARIO, K0C 2H0
Business

613-448-3066
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How to save up for your first home

H

ome ownership is a dream for people across the
globe. Many people save for years before buying
their first homes, squirreling away every dollar
they can with the hopes they can one day become
homeowners.
But thanks to factors beyond their control, even the most
devoted savers can sometimes feel like their dream of home
ownership may never come true. Paychecks may be larger
than they were 40 years ago, but their purchasing power is
essentially the same.
Various challenges can make it difficult to buy a home.
However, some simple strategies can help prospective home
buyers build their savings as they move closer to the day when
they can call themselves “homeowners.”
• Determine where your money is going. If you’re
finding it hard to grow your savings, audit your monthly
expenses to determine where your money is going. Using
exclusively debit or credit cards can simplify this process, as
all you need to do is log into your accounts and see how your
money was spent over a given period. If you routinely use cash
to pay for items, even just to buy coffee on the way to work,
keep a note pad handy so you can jot down each expense.
Do this for a month and then examine how you spent your

• Dine in more often. According to Statistics Canada,
in 2017 the average amount spent on food purchased from
restaurants was $2,593 per household. If this amount mirrors
your spending habits, you can save a few thousand dollars by
dining at home.
• Cut the cord. Cutting ties with traditional cable
television providers can save consumers substantial amounts
of money. Streaming services like Netflix, Hulu, and Amazon
Prime provide a slew of content for a fraction of the cost of
mainstream cable.
• Wait before checking out. Impulse buys can quickly
add up. Store that online item in the shopping cart for a
day or two to really think about if it is a necessity or just an
impulse buy.
money. Chances are you will see various ways to save, and you
• Don’t worry about your neighbour. Trying to
can then redirect that money into your savings account.
keep up with the Joneses, Smiths or Murphys is a recipe for
• Become a more savvy grocery shopper. Another
overspending. Stick to your budget and make improvements
great way to save more money is to alter something you
or upgrades as you can afford them.
already do each month: grocery shopping. If you haven’t
• Rely on automatic deductions. Set up automatic
already, sign up for rewards cards (like Air Miles) at your local deductions so a predetermined amount of money is
grocer. Plan meals. Decide what you will make in advance
deposited into a designated savings account each
and list all the ingredients, enabling you to shop for the
paycheck. Chances are you won’t miss it, and the savings
lowest prices.
will add up.

The choice for staying put
or moving on

M

any home improvement
television series showcase
people deciding whether to
improve upon their current
homes to make them into the houses of
their dreams or to put “for sale” signs in
their lawns and move on to
something new.
The question of whether to
move or stay put depends on
various factors. Such factors
may include emotional
attachment to a home, the
current economic climate
and the cost of real estate.
Current data points to a
greater propensity for people
to invest and improve upon
their current properties
rather than trading up for
something new.
According to experts, the percentage
of homeowners moving up to their next
home is the lowest in 25 years. Many are
opting to make starter homes permanent by
expanding them and repairing homes for the
long haul.
The National Association of Realtors said
that, between 1987 and 2008, home buyers
stayed in their homes an average of six years

Valuable renovations
According to research by Remodeling
magazine, these home improvement
projects improved in value between 2017
and 2018 and can be smart choices for
homeowners looking to add popular
features to their properties. Below are
the projects and average cost of the
renovations. Prices are in US dollars.
• Midrange bathroom addition: $44,717
• Midrange bathroom remodel: $19,134
• Midrange deck (wood): $10,950
• Midrange entry door replacement (steel):
$1,471
• Upscale garage door replacement: $3,470
• Midrange manufactured stone veneer:
$8,221
• Midrange minor kitchen remodel:
$21,198
• Midrange siding replacement: $15,072
• Upscale window replacement (vinyl):
$15,955

before selling. Since 2010, however, NAR says
the average expected length of time people
will stay in their homes before selling is now
15 years.
Part of what’s fueling this permanency is
that many home buyers were able to acquire
rock-bottom mortgage
interest rates shortly after the
2008 recession. As a result,
they’re not inclined to walk
away from those rates, even if
doing so means getting more
house. Also, a low inventory of
available houses has stymied
repeat buying for many
people.
Those factors and others
have led many homeowners
to invest in renovations
instead. Realistic budgeting
and comparing renovation
project costs against mortgages and
interests rates can further help individuals
decide whether to remain in their current
homes or move out. Very often a smarter
layout and more efficient floor plan can
make meaningful differences in spaces.
Renovations and redesigns can make sense
and often are less expensive and disruptive
than moving.

CLEANING WINDOWS JUST

GOT EASIER

Nobody likes cleaning windows, but we can
help make it a whole lot easier.
Luckily with North Star, cleaning your windows is
a breeze. Our Single and Double Hung Windows
feature tilt-in sashes for safe and easy cleaning from
inside your home. The perfect solution so cleaning
doesn’t become a chore.
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Enjoy Low-Cost Comfort this Summer
0% INTEREST FOR 24 MONTHS
on the purchase of a Trane Air Conditioner

OR

RENT AN AIR CONDITIONER
from $14.50 a month

DO YOU WANT GUARANTEED COOLING COMFORT THIS SUMMER?
Then give your existing A/C some love – a 25-point tune up for only $59
when you purchase a maintenance agreement.
Hurry these offers end April 30, 2019

Now’s the time to upgrade to the best cooling system. Call for details!

613-535-2720
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Heating & Air Conditioning
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www.atelair.ca
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Must-haves for an amazing kitchen remodel

K

itchen remodels are among the most
popular home renovation projects,
whether they consist of swapping out
cabinet hardware or doing major
demolition.
Due to the sheer amount of time families
spend in the kitchen, not to mention the
number of tasks performed in this space, it
is easy to see why Remodeling magazine
consistently ranks kitchen renovations
as projects that will enable homeowners
to recoup a high percentage of their
investments. In the magazine’s 2018 “Cost
vs. Value” report, midrange major kitchen
remodels costing an average of $63,829
recouped 59 percent of that investment.
When investing in a kitchen project, it
is important to incorporate items that are
coveted.
• Deep, double sinks: Having a double
sink enables you to soak dishes in one side
and then wash on the other. It also makes it
easy to wash and prep produce for meals.
• Kitchen island and bar stools: Even
though many meals are enjoyed around the
table, there’s something to be said for the
convenience of a kitchen island and some wellplaced bar stools for quick breakfasts or snacks.
• Smart kitchen storage: Work with
a contractor to include storage solutions

Over 25 Years of Service

&

built into cabinetry and the pantry. Slide-out
shelving, nooks for a paper towel roll and
custom-designed areas to store stand mixers
and other necessities can make kitchens more
functional.
• Outdoor access: If possible, design
a kitchen so it is easy to access the backyard
via sliding doors. This can make outdoor
entertaining or even coffee on the deck much
easier.
• Under-cabinet lighting: Fixtures
installed under cabinets provide both ambient
lighting and task lighting. Such lighting
makes it easier to see what you’re working on
as well, as even well-placed overhead lighting
can fail to illuminate dark corners and spots
on the counters.
• Convenient warming drawer: This
appliance provides backup to the oven. It’s a
slide-out drawer that can keep prepared foods
out of the way and warm until they are ready
to be served. This is particularly handy for
holidays and other entertaining.
• Beverage station: Designate one area
of the kitchen to beverages, such as coffee and
tea. Or make the area an informal bar. This
can limit traffic in the kitchen to a single area.
Kitchen remodels are exciting to envision,
and several choices can make these hightraffic spaces even more coveted.
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The Original Air Conditioner!

And still the most energy efficient, keeping you cooler outside and in.
QBlocks 75% of solar heat QProtects you and your
QExpands your seasonal
entering your house through family from up to 98% of the living space and adds value
to your house.
sun’s harmful UV rays.
the windows.

AUTOMOWER® 450X/450XH

QDecreases the sunlight in QEliminates fading of
your house reducing glare on carpets, furniture, floors and
other interior decor.
TV and computer screens.
AUTOMOWER® 430X

Q100% acrylic fabrics are
water repellent and mildew
resistant.
QReduces energy costs of
air conditioning up to 25%.

AUTOMOWER® 315X

REBATES
UP TO

$300

WORLD
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IN ROBOTIC
MOWING

QA vario valance shades
you from low lying sun and
provides privacy.

QCustom fabricated to suit QAdding a motor reduces
your needs.
opening and retracting time
to mere seconds, increasing
QReducing direct sunlight your usage up to 75%
decreases the temperature
on your deck or patio.
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Ask us for complete details and qualifying
models. Valid March 15 - June 15, 2019.
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