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CATERING TO YOUR EVERY NEED

Complete
Catering
Service
Al Graham

613-821-1445
ANYWHERE, ANYTIME, ANYTHING

Wedding Catering
Reception Buffets

Banquets • Garden Parties
Business Luncheons & Parties

Cocktail Parties
Funeral Receptions

Rentals: Tents, Tables, Chairs, Linens, etc.

WHAT MAKES AJ’S SPECIAL?
TRADITIONS WE ARE PROUD OF:

• Guaranteed serving time
• Hot china plates

• Generous portions with seconds offered to all
guests at no additional charge

• No corkage fee on wine
• All bar profits to host

• 35 years of satisfied customers

613-821-1445
www.ajscatering.com

CATERING
SERVICES

Fashionable wigs, hairpieces

and add-ons available
We have the newest styles and selection

in hair extensions, braids, tiaras and accessories

Weddings & Proms

B&C HAIR ADD-ONS
Beverley Plummer

Hair Consultant
Call for your personal appointment

613-443-5953

Gift Certificates Available
Before During After

is expanding their services
by offering new treatments

Moor Mud Body Scrubs
Great for healing dry skin, improving circulation and treating

skin conditions such as psoriasis and eczema

Moor Mud Body Wraps
Great for detoxifying, hydrating and relaxing the body and

sore muscles as well as soothing achy joints

Also available at the clinic:
• Registered Massage Therapy 

• Reflexology • Footcare Nurse
• Indian Head Massage • Infrared Sauna

129 Main Street, Morrisburg, Ontario, K0C 1X0
613-543-0419

Home of

We have what you need!
• Helium Balloon Bouquets • Room and Car Decorations

• Cake Decorating Supplies  • Bulk Candy

RENTALS: • Cake Pans • Wedding Cake &
Cupcake Stands • Helium Tanks

All available from either our Winchester or Kemptville location:

• Bulk, Snacks & Baking Supplies • Helium Balloons
• Party Supplies & Gifts • Kitchen Gadgets & Cookbooks

• Quality Baby & Parent Products
• Electric Breast Pump Rentals • Farm Memorabilia

498 Main St. W., Winchester
613-774-2783

www.villagebin.com

Creekside Centre, Cty. Rd. 43
Kemptville

613-258-0222

• Cake Pan Rentals • Cake Decorating Supplies
• Balloons & Party Supplies • Tin Signs

• Kitchenware • Bulk Candy
• Mom & Baby • Breast Pump Rentals

On our cover
Shaelah Boyd and Craig (Archie) Beckstead were married on June 21, 2008 at Stanley’s
Olde Maple Lane Farm in Edwards. Shaelah is the daughter of  Jeff  and Trudy Boyd. Craig
is the son of  Neil Beckstead and Terry Coldwell. The happy couple is residing in Chester-
ville.

Photos compliments of  Grace Photography, Winchester



Marion’s Flowers
20 King St., Chesterville

(Bridals by Al-Mor)

Creating silk bridal bouquets
and wedding flowers that

capture the spirit and style 
of your special day.

Come in and see our new selection 
of flowers. They look and feel real, 

but they’re not...

Now in store:
Handmade custom jewellery
using Swarovski Crystals and

Pearls and other precious
stones, created by Wendy

For appointments call
Wendy Byers 613-266-4486

• MANICURES
• PEDICURES
• BIO SCULPTURE GEL NAILS
• WAXING
• MAKE-UP
• FACIALS

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
CERTIFIED BIO SCULPTURE
      NAIL TECHNICIAN&

J U L I E  H U Y B R E G T S   6 1 3 - 3 1 6 - 1 0 4 8
Located at Bridals By Al-Mor, 20 King Street, Chesterville, ON

hUncommonly attentive care
and a beautiful selection of
designer gowns are just the

beginning at 
Bridals by Al-Mor.

We provide a full-range of
professional services to make

your planning easier.

• dresses for  
the entire 
bridal party

• tux rentals
• flowers
• invitations
• shoes
• jewellery/

accessories

Appointments
recommended

email:
bridalsbyalmor@storm.ca

Call us. 
We’ll make sure that your wedding

day is beautiful, and stress-free.

B R I DA L S
by Al-Mor

20 KING ST., CHESTERVILLE
613-448-3370
www.bridalsbyalmor.com
Monday: Closed
Tues., Wed., Fri.: 10:00 - 5:30 pm
Thursday: 10:00 - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 9:30 - 5:00 pm
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Five tips for a great wedding speech
Whether you’re the best
man, maid-of-honour, father
of the bride, or just a pal of
the happy couple, wedding
speeches can be a source of
anxiety. But don’t stress out!
Follow our tips for a
memorable and worry-free
toast:

1) Prepare, then prepare
some more

Unfortuntely, too many
people overestimate their
ability to come up with a
clever speech on the spot. It
may be a pain to plan your
speech in advance, but it’s
better than getting up to the
podium and realizing that
inspiration has failed to
strike at the crucial moment.
If writing out your toast
word-for-word isn’t your
style, then jot down some
points on a cue card. It’s also
a good idea to practise in
front of a mirror or a
supportive friend or family
member.

2) Shorter is sweeter
Keep your toast simple,

heartfelt, and brief.

3) Let everyone in on
the inside jokes

Make sure your audience
feels included by explaining
the background story to your
tales. If your story takes too
long to explain in a speech,
then perhaps it’s best to
leave said joke for a greeting
card.

4) Beware of “liquid
courage”

Is liquid courage real or a
myth? Tom Haibeck, author
of The Wedding MC: A
Complete Guide to Success
for the Master of
Ceremonies, says alcohol
ruins many a good wedding
toast. “Even a few drinks can
make some people flushed
and unsteady — and slurred,
drunken diatribes are
inexcusable,” writes
Haibeck. He suggests
waiting until you’ve done
your toast to break out the
booze.

5) Remember... It’s
supposed to be fun!

Your audience empathizes
with you and wants you to
do well. You’re just getting
up in front of family and
friends, nothing more. A
wedding is supposed to be a
happy occasion. Enjoy it!

You’ve been asked to be maid-of-honour or best-
man for a friend or relative’s wedding. The dress
has been purchased or the tuxedo has been rented,
the stag and doe raised a lot of cash, and now all
you have to worry about is the speech. 

For those who aren’t used to getting
up to the microphone, giving a
wedding speech or toast might be
nerve-wracking. You could have
something all planned out and
then on the night of the
reception, your mind goes blank.
Or, even worse, you got so
wrapped up in all the other
duties you were given to perform
that you completely forgot to pen
a parlance.

Below is the Winchester Press’s
trusty guide to wedding toasts
featuring some short and sweet
toasts that will make anyone sound
like a professional. Some are funny, some are
heartfelt, but we’re sure you’ll be able to make use
of at least one in an emergency toast situation.
Good luck!

“To keep your marriage brimming, with love in
the wedding cup, whenever you’re wrong, admit it;
whenever you’re right, shut up.”

“May your house always be warm, may your

fridge always be full, and may all of your ups and
downs take place under the covers.”

“My greatest wish for the two of you is that
through the years your love for each other will so
deepen and grow, that years from now you will

look back on this day, your wedding day, as
the day you loved each other the least.”

“Here’s to the prettiest, here’s to the
wittiest, here’s to the truest of all

who are true. Here’s to the neatest
one, here’s to the sweetest one,
Here’s to them, all in one —
here’s to you.”

“May she share everything
with her husband, including the
housework.”

“Let us toast the health of the
bride; Let us toast the health of the

groom, Let us toast the person that
tied; Let us toast every guest in the

room.”
“Congratulations on the termination of your

isolation and may I express an appreciation of your
determination to end the desperation and
frustration which has caused you so much
consternation in giving you the inspiration to make
a combination to bring an accumulation to the
population.” (N.B. Don’t try this one after a couple
glasses of champagne.)

The Press’s emergency guide 
to wedding toasts

~ Complete wedding
and special
occasion decorating

~ Centerpieces, halls, tents and home gardens
~ All colours available
~ Free consultation

Consultants & Designers Cheryl Irven  Marion Byers (613) 448-2724

We Aim to
Make Your
SPECIAL

Day as
SPECIAL

as You
Are!



I t was more than a year ago
when I spotted it. While
researching for this annual

bridal section, I came across the
dress. The perfect
dress. The dress
that I pictured
myself one
day wearing.

It was on
one of those
designer
websites —
way too expensive for my community-
journalist salary. Too expensive even in
principle (even if I landed a multi-
millionaire fiancé, I’d have trouble
dropping that much cash on a one-time-
use frock).

Being cynically
single, I secretly saved
a photo of the dress, not
wanting to reveal my
utter fascination with
the empire-waist post-
French-revolution-
inspired masterpiece.
(Okay, I may have
shown it to a few
people. That’s not too
strange, right?)

A year went by, and
I forgot about the dress.
Then it came time to
brainstorm ideas for the
2009 Bridal
Supplement, and the
image of the perfect
gown sprang to mind
again. Its key-hole
back, slim A-line skirt,
and modified chapel
train almost made me
drool during my
daydream.

I looked it up once
more only to find out
that while my taste
hasn’t changed over the
last 12 months, the
bridal industry’s has,
and last year’s designs
are now being sold at
throwaway prices.

So a once $2,000-
plus sheaf of fabric is
now available for $150
— almost the price of some bridesmaid’s
dresses I’ve had to purchase in the past
— and I can’t help but think, “Why not
buy it and tuck it away for a few years?”

It would be like purchasing a house for
the price of a down-payment, or
purchasing a car for the cost of the first
monthly payment. A good deal, right?

My Irish grandmother has always been
superstitious. Whenever I’m pondering a
questionable decision, it’s her voice that
pops into my head. Suddenly I felt so
guilty for even thinking about buying a
wedding dress with no ring — and no
man either — in sight. Suddenly I was
overwhelmed with the thought that
purchasing a dress in haste would be a
major jinx and would probably mean that
I’d never tie the knot.

Plus, how creepy and awkward would
it be if a boyfriend happened to find the
frock hanging in the closet? If nothing
else had made him run away, that
certainly would....

I let my co-worker, Amanda, in on the
dilemma, and she immediately began her
quest to convince me to take the plunge
and spend the small amount of cash on
the dress I loved so much. We’re both
thrifty shoppers, and she, too, saw it for
the deal it was. 

We also considered that fact that if it
was a jinx, and I never married and ended

up living alone with 16 cats, that at
least I’d have a fabulous dress to
wear. We pictured the headlines
(and photos) that could be featured

in future Winchester
Presses about the
crazy cat lady who

roamed the
village
streets in her
designer
wedding
dress.

“You could wear it to another event,”
Amanda pleaded, trying every angle to
convince me to open my wallet. I
couldn’t help but picture myself showing
up as a guest to a wedding in my perfect

dress and realizing that
the actual bride had
chosen the same gown
– the worst, most
classless fashion faux
pas in history. 

Our conversation
then took a turn down
the bridal-
brainstorming-
boulevard and showed
no signs of slowing
down.

“If it’s this cheap
only a year past its
best-walked-down-the-
aisle-before-date, what
if I wait a few more?” I
asked, perhaps thinking
more than ‘a few,’
imagining what it
would be like to find
the dress for $4 at a
Salvation Army or
Value Village store. 

Then we considered
the condition it might
be in, and the fact that
it may smell a tad
moth-bally, and what
the groom might say if
a questionable odour
arose as I joined him at
the altar. Can you
imagine the look on his
face as he contemplates
commiting himself to
someone who smells
like an attic? 

We’ve all heard stories of the bride
that overloaded on the TommyGirl
perfume, but what if no amount of
perfume could get rid of the mothball
smell of the $4 designer dress that was
once so out of reach?

“Nothing puts me in the mood for
marriage like mothballs,” Amanda said
without hesitation, in a deep could-be-
Meghan’s-groom voice.

I think this quote may go down in
history as the best Winchester Press
bridal-tab-brainstorming quote of all time. 

For those of you who are wondering, I
didn’t buy the dress. I’m not that crazy...
yet. And for those of you wondering what
my perfect dress looks like, I’m wearing
it in the picture above... okay fine, I
Photoshopped my face in.

And one day, when I’m walking down
the aisle, I may just happen to think of
this random conversation about the
perfect dress (whether I’m wearing it or
not) and the thought of it smelling moth-
bally, and I may just begin to giggle. 

Mothballs... the smell of commitment.
All in a day’s work at the Press office.

Press editor Meghan Duncan is
perhaps a little too cynical and
independent to ever tie the knot. However,
she’s a blue-eyed Libra who enjoys long
walks on the beach and... only kidding.

What do you think?
Maybe I’ll just keep my wedding
dress dreams in the Photoshop
realm a little longer....
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WEDDING

PORTRAITS 

& CANDID

PHOTOGRAPHY

Every smile, every laugh, 
every moment. We’ll make the
memories of your special 
once-in-a-lifetime day last
forever.

Celebrating 25 Years
Providing premium quality
photography of traditional or
contemporary wedding and
commitment ceremonies at
affordable prices

Heather Cooke Erwin
PHOTOGRAPHY
Lasting Impressions
RR2, Mountain
613-989-6145

L O V EL O V E
ÄÉäx
|á tÄÄ 
çÉâ Çxxw

Imagine your
Caribbean
wedding in
paradise...

For more information contact

‘Your Destination Wedding Specialist’
sales@winchestertravel.ca                  www.winchestertravel.ca

532 Main Street, Winchester 86 Mill Street, Russell

613-774-2424  613-445-1001

1-877-774-2424  1-877-946-8785

SEWING SHOP
504 Main Street

Winchester

613-774-6260

Hours:
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9-5:30;

Thurs. 9-7;
Sat. 9-12;

Closed Sun. & Mon.

St. Lawrence Street Speculation
by Meghan Duncan

The search for the perfect dress... 

Could it preclude 
the acquisition of 
the perfect man?
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Maheu Countrywide
HOURS:

Mon.-Wed. 9 am-6 pm; Thurs.-Fri. 9 am-9 pm;
Sat. 9 am-5 pm; Sun. 11 am-4 pm

1027 Notre-Dame, Embrun, ON
613-443-2191

1-888-88MAHEU
www.maheucountrywide.com

Buy Quality Appliances at the Best Prices

IST 18330
• Glass shelves
• Freezer shelf
• Clear crispers

18 cu. ft.

Refrigerator

30” Range

$44700

IVE 3230
• Easy Clean oven

• Electronic controls
• Large window

$44700

ISU 9866
• Tall tub

• Electronic controls
• Energy Star

$39700

IV 4500
• 3.2 cu. ft.

• Direct drive
• Porcelain tub

IV 8500
• 5.9 cu. ft.

• Reversible door
• 5 cycles

$69700

Dishwasher

Washer & Dryer Pair

PAIR

FREE
LAYAWAY PLAN

FREE
FINANCING

FREE
delivery

(Details in store)
OAC

M any couples choose to forgo
the chaos of an elaborate wed-
ding in favour of a smaller,

intimate, meaningful gathering, and bed-
and-breakfasts are quickly becoming wed-
ding hot spots.

According to Annette Angus, owner of
Terrace Green Bed and Breakfast in
Winchester, weddings can remain
memorable and romantic while being
simple and affordable.

“Everything is in one place,” said
Angus about the biggest advantage of
B&B weddings.

Whether the couple wants a simple
outdoor ceremony before heading to a
reception hall, or an on-site tented

reception, Angus said
that there are many
choices.

Bed-and-breakfast
weddings offer
countless possibilities
for nontraditional
ceremonies,
receptions, and
themes.  Why not
consider morning nuptials and a wedding
brunch with a gourmet breakfast and
mimosas? 

“There are a lot of options — we’re
very flexible,” she said.

Many couples have been married on
the grounds of Terrace Green, or used the

inn for various purposes during the big
day.

“A lot of couples come here to have
their pictures taken — we have a large
staircase that’s perfect for pictures of the
wedding party,” Angus said.

Terrace Green also offers wedding-

day preparation services for the bride —
whether she needs a manicure and
pedicure or a massage. They have
several contacts for photographers,
caterers, and other required wedding-day
needs.

Whether it’s a sit-down catered meal
and reception or a simple afternoon tea,
Angus said that B&Bs offer an
informal, affordable alternative that
many couples prefer. Couples can have
a say in every aspect of their big day
and B&B owners are there to cater to
their needs.

Working hand-in-hand with the
innkeeper and communicating your wants
and needs will help ensure a stress-free
wedding day.

At a bed-and-breakfast, the
innkeepers are there to help — they
make sure all the details are in order and
can provide insider tips and suggestions
on the local area and anything that may
make a wedding weekend more
enjoyable.
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Let us take care of  all your
wedding day “arrangements.” 

Our handcrafted floral
creations are designed to

complement the unique style 
of your special day. 

2085 Shanly Rd., Cardinal
613-657-1707 
888-332-3036

23 Main St., Morrisburg
613-543-2566

(formerly Village Green)

CARDINALCARDINALFlowers & Gift Gallery

Going to the B&B and we’re gonna get married
Bed and breakfasts aren’t just for the
honeymoon anymore; they are 
becoming popular choices for informal,
affordable wedding ceremonies.



Annable’s
   Jewellery 513 Main Street

Winchester

613-774-2102

For your engagement or wedding,
we have a spectacular assortment

of fine jewellery and rings

Diamond Engagement Rings
for Special Ladies

Wedding Bands for
Brides and Grooms

We also carry a lovely selection
of attendants’ gifts

fÉÅxà{|Çz zÉÄw?
áÉÅxà{|Çz Çxã?

áÉÅxà{|Çz
à{tà áÑtÜ~Äxá
}âáà yÉÜ çÉâ
• Shower Gifts • Wedding Gifts and more
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• Wedding Receptions • Mixed Parties
• Business Luncheons • Fundraisers

• Anniversary/Birthday • Banquets, etc....

For more information or to book your event, call

613-448-1997

Chesterville Legion
Branch 434

HALL RENTALS

Esthetics & Hairstyling
4641⁄2 Main Street E., Winchester   613-774-3111

Double Beauty

- One month ahead of your wedding: book for your makeup consultation
- One week ahead of your wedding: facial and eyebrow shape
- Day before your wedding: pedicure and manicure
- The day of your wedding: makeup, wash and blow dry

For only

$16500

Reg. $201.00

Wash,
Blow Dry
& Makeup

We use all professional
products from Paris

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

$8200

Wash, Blow Dry,
Makeup &
Manicure

Full
Body

Massage

Wash,
Blow Dry

& Manicure

Self-Tanning
Treatment
Gel Nails

Choose the best team

TO CREATE A PICTURE-PERFECT WEDDING
PACKAGE DEALS AVAILABLE

On Your Wedding Day
Your feelings
of love and
joy are an
inspiration
for the
professional
photographer
to capture 
the precious
event and
emotions 
that are too
intense even
for words...

STUDIO BÉRUBÉ
G & F

PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS INC.
613-445-FOTO                                            277 CASTOR ST.

613-445-2181         www.studioberube.ca RUSSELL

A Touch of Class
Designer Clothing for All Occasions Made To Order

Specializing in Weddings, Casual, Proms and First Communions
Also available in Ready-to-Wear

DAPHNE SPENCER, FASHION DESIGNER

www.atouchofclassfashion.ca

40 Murray Street, Ottawa
(Time Square Building) 613-244-0044

Fashion
Design

C elebrate, yes, but also think about
the necessary paperwork, plan the
decorations, make a budget, talk

about which guests to invite, choose the
announcements, the music, the dress and
the car... then bring it all together!  

But before beginning the countdown,
know that everything depends on the
reception hall where the event will take
place. From the date, to the style of dress,
the first thing to look into is reserving the
hall and the caterer. That leads to a list of
tasks to be accomplished where one thing
is certain: there’s no room for
improvising when organizing a wedding.

A good trick to make sure nothing is
forgotten is to obtain a wedding guide.

All guides are different and the goal isn’t
to follow one to the letter, but rather to
adapt it to your own wedding which will
be different from any other, since it’s
your own! One common element,
however, can be found in guides
everywhere, namely that preparations
should, in most cases, begin 12 months in
advance. 

All those who have gone through the
experience will agree. What takes time is
not necessarily doing the tasks, it's
thinking, planning, reserving and
organizing everything so that it all goes
perfectly, from the procession to the meal,
through the toasts and the photos. A
successful wedding, it starts today!

A successful reception starts today

T here are those little details which
can make a wedding perfect and
then there are those mistakes

which can add stress or create disappoint-
ment. How do you succeed in having lots
of those do’s and avoid all those don’ts.  
Just follow this list!

DO:
• Write a speech
• Plan a gift for your loved one
• Have a good night’s sleep before the

wedding
• Make a list of the photos you’d like

the photographer to take
• Make sure there’s a special menu for

any vegetarians
• Include a list of nearby hotels with

your wedding invitations
• Supply a list of your favourite songs

to the DJ or the music group
• Organize a table for the presents and

plan a safe place for cards with money

• Plan a rehearsal for the bride’s
makeup and hairstyle to avoid unpleasant
surprises on the big day

• Seat children at the same table
• Be sure that table centre pieces or

other gifts are presented to the guests of
honour.

DON’T:
• Forget that the wedding video will

immortalize everything you say
• Bankrupt yourself when organizing

the wedding
• Have one glass too many the day of

your wedding
• Be late
• Ignore the tradition of having a guest

book at the entrance of the reception hall
• Forget to send thank-you cards
• And, most important of all, when

saying your vows don’t get your loved
one’s name wrong! (That would be
unforgiveable.)

Little things can change everything
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FaithAnne OriginalsFaithAnne Originals

www.faithanneoriginals.com
613-989-4527 or faoriginals@yahoo.com

All our invitations, rsvp and thank you cards are individually
created and made by hand.

We work with you to create the invitation you always wanted.

With this coupon you will receive a 
10% discount on any order of $50.00 or more.

Offer expires June 1, 2009.

By Appointment Only.

Please call for your free consultation.

Weddings

Ouellette–Vanderwall
Dan and Joyce Ouellette are pleased to
announce the marriage of their son Danny
to Krystle Vanderwall on June 28, 2008 in
Ottawa. The couple resides in Barrhaven.

Tipper–Shepherd
Doug and Elva Shepherd of Osgoode and
Roli and Linda Tipper of Belleville are
pleased to announce the marriage of Sherrie
Shepherd to Adam Tipper on Saturday, June
7, 2008, at Albert College. The couple
resides in Belleville.

Thompson–Patrick
Bob and Helen Thompson of Ingleside and
John and Lynn Patrick of Wellington, New
Zealand, are pleased to announce the
marriage of Allison and Craig. The
wedding took place November 8, 2008 in
Australia. A reception was held at the
Upper Canada Golf Club on December 27,
2008. The happy couple honeymooned in
Fiji and are now residing in Sydney,
Australia.

Mattice–Arnold
Lindsay Arnold and Shawn Mattice were
united in marriage Saturday, August 23,
2008. The ceremony took place at St.
Andrew’s and St. Paul’s United Church in
Russell. Reception followed at Emerald
Links Golf and Country Club.

Heuving–Hartnett
Danielle, daughter of Tom and Maura
Hartnett of Peterborough, and Jonathan, son
of Mike and Rita Heuving of Osgoode, were
married on Nov. 19, 2008 in Punta Cana,
Dominican Republic. They were joined by
family and friends who also enjoyed a
vacation in the sun! They continue to reside
in Sioux Lookout, Ontario, where they fly
for Wasaya Air. Congratulations and best
wishes from Dad, Mom, Jessica and Andrew,
Randy, and Erica.

McLean–Catellier
Stephanie, daughter of Richard and Kelly
Catellier of Chesterville, and Josh, son of
Alan and Marion McLean of Winchester,
were married on September 20, 2008 at
Chesterville United Church.

McIntosh Country Inn
& Conference Centre

P.O. Box 1140, Hwy. 2 East, Morrisburg
613-543-3788 • 1-888-229-2850

Fax 613-543-3160
info@mcintoshcountryinn.com
www.mcintoshcountryinn.com

SM02

Where Service is the Core
of our Business!

• Specializing in intimate receptions, small or large
• Experienced and professional staff
• Special room rates for your out-of-town guests
• Free consultations - make your appointment today!

Your wedding is as important
to us as it is to you!

Your wedding is as important
to us as it is to you!
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W hile they were
growing up, sis-
ters Sara, Diane,

Mandy, and Emily Wicks
attended their fair share of
weddings. It seemed some-
one from their large extend-
ed family was always get-
ting hitched, and more often
than not, the girls would
team up to help plan the
nuptials — usually by deco-
rating.

They soon found
themselves arranging the
decor at proms, anniversary
parties, and other formal
bashes. After the sisters
planned Sara and Diane’s
weddings a few years ago,
they decided to launch
their own decorating
company, P4 Decor (P4
referring to “the power of
four” sisters). 

Sara — who changed her
last name to Bradley after
getting married — said P4

usually meets with a
potential client to discuss
the event’s theme, colour
scheme, and budget. 

“We want to know, first
of all, what they want to
make their day special,”
she said.

“Our [motto] is, ‘any
event, any facility’,” added
Diane, noting that the girls
of P4 feel they have the
skills to make any room
look classy, regardless of
the budget they have to
work with. “We get an idea
for what the client wants
and go for it.”

The sisters typically
scout the event facility and
negotiate a price with their
client based on the size of
the room, the labour
involved, and any extra
decorations they need to
buy. 

The sisters don’t always
agree when they’re

decorating — but that’s a
good thing, said Mandy. 

“Our arguing allows us
to build on each others’
ideas,” she said. 

Right now, their
schedules are fairly flexible.
Sara, 26, is currently on
maternity leave from her
job as a pharmacy
technician. Diane, 24, had a
baby in December and is
also on leave from her
nursing job. Mandy, 21, just
finished college, and Emily,
16, is a Grade 11 student at
North Dundas District High
School.

Emily said decorating for
events doesn’t seem like
work most of the time. Plus,
it allows the four busy
young women to spend time
together while working on a
common goal. 

“The biggest thing is,
you have to have fun,” said
Emily.

Sister act launches
decorating company

487 Main St. East

Winchester

613-774-6132

Jen’s Fawcett’s Jewellery
and Gifts

Fawcett’s Jewellery
and Gifts

Unique Gifts for a Special Couple!

Country and Primitive Collectibles
Giftware
Crystal
Jewellery

All Crystal
in stock
25% off

The power of  four
Sisters Mandy Wicks (front, left), Emily Wicks, Sara Bradley (back, left) and Diane
Wicks recently launched P4 Decor, a decorating company specializing in weddings
and other events.

HWY. 31 AT HWY. 43, SOUTH OF WINCHESTER    613-774-3757

FURNITURE & MATTRESSES

Monday to Saturday 9 am-5 pm

Free Delivery • Free Set-up

GEGGIE’S

Furniture and Beyond...Furniture and Beyond...
Discover Ashley Furniture to enhance the

look of every room in your home

Endless Memories Video Productions
Bill and Brad Steele 

WINCHESTER, ONTARIO 

613-774-6107 
• Weddings 

• Anniversaries  
• Retirements (for more fun,
let us script a video story) 

• Special Events 
Output to DVD, Web,

Youtube™ or Videotape

2 CAMERA COVERAGE 

PROFESSIONAL CAMERAS 

15 Years ExperienceCall for pricing or to view a demo 

HALLS TO RENT FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Marionville Community Centre
Embrun Community Centre

Russell Frank Kinnaird Community Centre
welcome you to clean, handicapped accessible facilities

• Air conditioned halls • Permanent liquor licences
• Accommodates from 250 up to 550 people

Have fun, no worries, everything is taken care of

Information 613-443-3066 ext. 2338
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Decorating to Renovating
From kitchen cupboards to bathroom

vanities and countertops, we offer a

complete range of both hardware store

and building products.

Mon.-Thurs. 8 am-7 pm;
Fri. 8 am-8 pm; Sat. 8 am-6 pm; Sun. 9 am-5 pmWINCHESTER

Every bridal couple is unique, and our store features a selection of items they’ll both love.
We have something for every part of their new life together.

HIGHWAY 31 AT HIGHWAY 43  •  SOUTH OF WINCHESTER  • 613-774-2700

Exclusively at participating
Home Installs Dealers - 

Call for details

The HRTC will apply to eligible home renovation expenditures for work performed

or goods acquired after Jan. 27, 2009 and before Feb. 1, 2010, pursuant to

agreements entered into after Jan. 27, 2009. The HRTC can be claimed for

renovations and enduring alterations to a dwelling or the land on which it sits.

Contact Susan Robillard
our Home Projects Co-ordinator

Inquire about the Home Renovation Tax Credit to see if you are eligible. 

We have a wide

selection of

primitive or

traditional accents

as a gift for their

new home. 

To make gift-giving
easier, we offer our

own Winchester
Home Hardware

Renovation
Vouchers, available

in the value of
your choice.

Stop by for more
details!

Getting Married... Starting a New Life... Creating a Home

W hen Disney
released The Lit-
tle Mermaid in

1989, Ariel’s puffy-sleeved
wedding dress in the final
scene became all the rage. If
the princess gown was
already the hallmark dress of
’80s weddings, Ariel’s
endorsement propelled it to
superstardom. For better or
for worse, many a bride
chose a similar balloon-
sleeved frock for her big
day.

How times have changed.
Disney has abandoned
classical animation in favour
of digital production, and
the puffy-sleeved gown
immortalized by many
young girls’ favourite
cartoon demifish is nearly
extinct, too.

So what happened? What
are brides wearing down the
aisle these days?

Flip through any bridal
catalogue, and you’ll notice a
trend: strapless dresses. A
lot of them.

Kim Carruthers, who
owns Bridals by Al-
Mor in
Chesterville, was
herself married
in a puffy-
sleeved
dress
(there

weren’t, admitted Carruthers,
many other style options at
the time). 

Carruthers said the
strapless dress is timeless —
her mother was married
almost 50 years ago in a
strapless gown. 

“They’re very chic,” said
Carruthers of the strapless
frock. “A lot of the dresses
are very, very simple.”

Alas, the strapless dress
can have its downfalls —
literally.

Ginette Lemieux of Salon
Alliance in Moose Creek
said many women aren’t
accustomed to wearing
strapless gowns and
constantly fidget with
their wedding dress on
the big day, fearing
the frock might
literally fall off
“halfway down the aisle.”

Lemieux explained there
is a compromise: transparent
straps. Salon Alliance
unveiled a line of Maggie
Sottero gowns during a
fashion show at the Wedding
Palace Bridal Show in
Ottawa in early January.
Some of them featured
transparent straps.
Sometimes featured
stones or beads were
used to dress up the
straps. The pleasing
and classic shape of
the bodice
remained the
same, but the
clear straps offered the
wearer a little more support.

“One of the dresses
[received] a standing ovation
when it came out,” Lemieux
said. 

Vivian Theoret of
Juliannah’s Dress and Bridal
predicts the strapless gown is
going to face some stiff
competition in the coming
years. Like Carruthers and
Lemieux, Theoret said capped

sleeves — or a least thicker 

sleeves — are becoming
increasingly popular.

“There will always be
strapless dresses,” said
Theoret. “Fashion is nothing
more than repetition.”

So who knows? Perhaps
in another couple years, the
puffy-sleeved wedding gown
will make a comeback. And
take note, Disney — another
endorsement by one of your
princesses wouldn’t hurt.

The straps are off... or are they? Anti-stress 
tips for the

future bride
A nyone who thinks that a wed-

ding can be planned without
suffering from stress has     
obviously never gone down

that road. However, only someone
who is rested and relaxed can be a
blushing bride. So here are a few tips
to keep stress to a minimum right
through the lengthy preparations for
the big day.

•  Always stick to your budget as a lot
of stress is related to finances. Before
doing anything, discuss the budget with
your fiancé so you are both clear about
what your limits are. Another good idea
is to shop around suppliers and shops to
get the most for your money.

•  Take time for yourself between
dress fittings and other appointments
related to the wedding.

•  Resist the temptation to control
everything and delegate as much as you
can! It goes without saying that you
should keep the most important
decisions for yourself and your fiancé
but family and friends can help with less
important things.

•  Despite all the things you have to
do, be sure to set some time aside for
physical activity. Try to do at least 30
minutes of moderate exercise every day,
which will not only be great for your
mood but for your appearance as well.

•  Even if you’d love to be at your
ideal weight for the wedding, don’t start
a strict diet. You should keep in mind
that you’ll need lots of energy to get
through all those preparations, so opt for
eating reasonable and balanced portions
instead of dieting.
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9 Industrial Drive

Chesterville

613-448-2852
E-mail: wlaprade@yahoo.ca

Wayne LaPrade Photography...
Let us capture the best memories of your wedding day

with artfully candid photography

COMPLETE WEDDING COVERAGE AVAILABLE ON CD

Bring your
Wedding Photographs to Life

with Digital Portraits
Call for more information and to schedule your

complimentary consultation

Gasser–Heuff
The families of Laurie Gasser and Justin
Heuff would like to announce their
forthcoming marriage. The wedding will
take place on June 27, 2009.

Engagements &
Forthcoming Marriages

Scott–Rasa
Lori and Doug Scott and Judy and Willy
Rasa are pleased to announce the
engagement of their children, Alison Scott
and Troy Rasa. Their wedding will take
place August 29, 2009.

Lange–Vanderveen
Eric and Joanne Lange
from Nepean, Ontario, 
and Lisa Lange from
Chesterville, Ontario 
are pleased to announce 
the engagement of their
daughter, Kaitlin Amber, 
to Keith Ross, son of
Donald and Glenna
Vanderveen. 
The wedding is 
planned for 
August 14, 2010.

Feeley–Morozuk
It is with best wishes that
we would like to
announce the
engagement of our
children, Mallory Feeley
and Trevor Morozuk.
Mallory is the daughter
of Barry and Pat Feeley
and Trevor is the son of
Karen and the late Frank
Morozuk. Wedding plans
are for May 2010.

For Your
Special Day
A Horse
Drawn

Carriage

DUKEDALE FARMS
Denzel J. Duke

RR#1, Winchester • 613-448-3497

T E R R A C E   G R E E N
BED & BREAKFAST

11952 County Rd. 43, Winchester, Ontario, K0C 2K0

Annette Angus

613-774-2189
www.bbcanada.ca

Looking for someplace 

different to hold your 

wedding?

Call today to see 
what we offer!

www.kemptvillecampus.ca

ConferConference &ence &
Catering ServicesCatering Services

613.258.8336613.258.8336
ext ext 6123461234

Catering & Meeting Rooms

Meeting rooms from $30 and up

Catering to the venue of your choice
No delivery fees within 45 km 
of Kemptville
Full menu available or create your own
Free china, cutlery, wine glasses and linen with your catering
Sample meals available
Professional Bar Services anytime, anywhere

Meeting rooms from $30 and up

Catering to the venue of your choice
No delivery fees within 45 km 
of Kemptville
Full menu available or create your own
Free china, cutlery, wine glasses and linen with your catering
Sample meals available
Professional Bar Services anytime, anywhere
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www.alliancebridal.com

With over 700 dresses in stock 
from the top designers in the 
bridal industry!!
Come in and view our vast
collections of designer gowns for the
bride, mothers, bridesmaids, flower
girl and guests.

At Alliance we have what you’re
looking for!

STORE HOURS:

Monday-Tuesday 9 am-6 pm; Wednesday & Saturday 9 am-5 pm;
Thursday-Friday 9 am-9 pm; Sunday 11 am-4 pm

Appointment Recommended

613-538-2334
Hwy. 138 at McLean Road 

Moose Creek, Ontario

Ginette & Valerie Lemieux
Proprietors

Glitz and
Glamour

Our on-site 

PROM SHOP
has the hottest styles

in prom fashion this

side of Hollywood!!

Engagements &
Forthcoming Marriages

Moore–Turnbull
Glendon and Beverley Moore of Dunbar
are pleased to announce the upcoming
marriage of their daughter Janel to Dave,
son of David Turnbull (Lynne) of Osgoode
and Florence Vachon (Rene Caya) of
Gatineau. Their wedding will take place in
Ottawa on June 27, 2009.

Skuce–Leach
Carl and Johanne Skuce of Hanesville
are pleased to announce the engagement
of their daughter Miranda Viola Skuce to
Tyler John Leach, son of John and
Donna Leach of Winchester. The
engagement took place in Cuba on
January 31, 2009.

McNaughton–Day
Mr. and Mrs. William McNaughton of
Vernon, Ontario are pleased to announce
the engagement of their youngest daughter,
Pamela, to Brendon Day, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Bruce Day of Whitby, Ontario. The
wedding will take place at Strathmere on
June 27, 2009.

Moriarty–Carruthers
We are pleased to announce the
forthcoming marriage of Trevor Carruthers
and Cheryl Moriarty. Wedding to take place
on July 17, 2009. 
Congratulations from Mom, Christina 
and Kyle.

Stewart–Brundige
Barry and Marilyn
Brundige of Morewood
and Wayne and Shirley
Stewart of Winchester are
pleased to announce the
recent engagement of
their children Barret
Brundige and Natalie
Stewart. Wedding to take
place September 5, 2009
in Lanark. 
Congratulations!

Capture the magic and the

memories of your wedding day,

your way

It’s your wedding, so get the photos you want with

South Mountain Studios’ 
highly experienced and affordable 

wedding photography professionals.

Weddings aren’t one size fits all, so

neither should your photography.

Contact us for a free consultation:

South Mountain Studios/Tim O’Lett
timolett@sympatico.ca

613-989-2774



The Right Look. The Perfect Fit.
Enjoy your wedding day with confidence in an elegant tuxedo from Freeman. Our
designer tuxedos meet the highest standards of quality and style. Whether you prefer
a traditional or contemporary design, we’ll create a distinctive and co-ordinated look
for the most exciting day of your life.

Everyone Saves $20!
Register your Wedding Party by placing
one order by March 15, 2009 and everyone
saves $20 on any Tuxedo Rental Package.
GROOMS are always FREE with four paid 
rental packages.
Not to be used in conjunction with any other
offer or discount. See Price List for Groom’s
Free offer and Tuxedo Rental Package
details.

Mercerie

RICHARD
Men’s Wear

HOURS: Mon.-Tues. 9-6; Wed. 9-5;

Thurs.-Fri. 9-9; Sat. 9-5; CLOSED SUNDAY

613-538-2465

MOOSE CREEK MALL
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Factory Outlet Store
Spend Less and Save!

Snake Island

Osgoode

Ottawa

Dalmeny

Winchester

Metcalfe

Vernon

114

Hurry in for Best Styles,

Colors & Prints

GREAT SELECTION
Cash Sales Only • All Sales Final

5641 Main St., Osgoode

613-826-2616
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-1

SWIMWEAR

$4.99 & up

LINGERIE

$8.99 & up

DON’T MISS IT!

Marlene Quinton, Independent Sales Director

thequintons@sympatico.ca
www.marykay.ca/mquinton   613-774-6506

Look simply radiant for your wedding day.
Schedule a free makeover. Invite your bridesmaids. Your mom.
I can even help with great gifts for your wedding party. Call me today.

all eyes on the bride

Wicks–Lalonde
George, JoAnne, Chris and Cathy are
pleased to announce the engagement of
Adam and Heather. The wedding is planned
for August 2009. 
Congratulations.
Love, Mom and Dad Wicks and 
Mom and Dad Lalonde.

Engagements &
Forthcoming Marriages

Johnston–Preston 
Arlene and the late Russell Preston, along
with Lorne and Linda Johnston, would like
to announce the forthcoming marriage of
their children, Shaun David Earl to Janice
Lynn on Friday, May 29, 2009. 
With love and congratulations 
from all your family and friends.

J&S DISCO
FEATURING THE TOP 40 HITS!

Book now for a 2009 Wedding Stag or Reception and get a discount! Call today.

Best of Top New and 40, 50s, 60s and Country Music

Steve Barkley  • Vars, Ontario 613-835-4057

Music For All Occasions



Engagements & Forthcoming Marriages

Irven–Saunders
Terrie and Les Irven of Edwards and Mark
and Diane Saunders of Cobourg are pleased
to announce the engagement of their
children, Sarah Irven and Aaron Saunders.
The wedding will take place on October 17,
2009 at Holy Trinity Church in Metcalfe.
Congratulations!

DeSerres–VanBeilen
The families of Elizabeth DeSerres and
Tyler VanBeilen are very excited to
announce their forthcoming marriage on
Saturday, July 18, 2009 at the Hallville
United Church.
Love and best wishes from your family,
“forever and ever and even after that.”

Garneau–Hogan
He proposed... she said yes.
“Congratulations”
The families of Kayla-Rose and Doug
would like to announce their recent
engagement. Kayla-Rose is the daughter of
Pauline and Paul Garneau of Mountain.
Doug is the son of Marion and Murray
Hogan of Kemptville. The happy couple are
making plans for an outdoor garden
wedding on July 18, 2009.

Doornwaard–Melenhorst
Bill and Brenda Doornwaard, along with
Jos and Francine Melenhorst, are pleased to
announce the upcoming marriage of their
children, Emily Jean Doornwaard and
Kevin Peter Melenhorst. Wedding to take
place at 3:00 pm on Saturday, June 20,
2009 at the Morrisburg Meeting Centre.
Dinner and open reception to follow.

Fawcett–Renaud
Dawn and Mike Fawcett
and Heather and Mike
Renaud would like to
announce the
engagement of 
their children, 
Shannon and Michael.
The marriage will take
place on October 3,
2009 at St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church,
Chesterville.
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Take the hassle out of renting
for your special day!

South Mountain   613-989-3815

HALL RENTALS
• Wedding Receptions • Mixed Parties  • Business Luncheons

• Fundraisers • Anniversaries/Birthdays • Banquets

Mountain Township Agricultural Hall

Contact Rhonda Holmes, Manager

613-989-5235

Let the staff at Mountain Township Agricultural Hall
take care of all the details from bar to cleanup

NON-SMOKING HALL

Make Your Wine
for your Special Day!

~ Affordable ~ Personal ~ Wedding labels
~ Gift-size bottles also available

503 Main Street, Winchester

613-774-0724



The

Baldachin Inn
FINE DINING

~ Weddings ~ Banquets
~ Conferences ~ Private Parties

~ Catering for Small or Large Groups
~ Up to 200 People

~ All Natural from Scratch All the Time

An Elegant Heritage Building in

“Canada’s Most Beautiful Village”

613-269-4223
111 St. Lawrence Street, Merrickville

www.baldachin.com         WIFI        e-mail: baldachi@istar.ca
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Darlene’s Hair Design
and Day Spa 
SERVICES INCLUDE:

The Latest in Hair Styles 
by Darlene and Tammy

Esthetics by Denise

Infrared Health Sauna and 
Starpower Tanning Bed

featuring the Latest 
in Technology

16426 Centennial Drive, Avonmore 
(former Medical Centre)

613-346-9772
Darlene McGimpsey, Proprietor

Call today to schedule an appointment or for more
info concerning spa and tanning packages.

HOURS
Closed Monday
Tuesday 9am-6pm
Wednesday & Friday 
9am-5:30pm
Thursday 10am-8pm
Saturday 9am-2pm

Darlene’s
Hair

Design

Step aStep awway ay 
from your daily routine 

and Treat Yourself to a Touch of Luxury!

Darlene’s
Hair

Design

50th Wedding Anniversary
On June 27, 1959, Ed and Estella Rose
were married at Winchester United Church.
Love and best wishes from Suzanne,
Charlene and Heather and families.

40th Wedding Anniversary
Jonathan and Scott Bradley proudly
announce the 40th wedding anniversary of
their parents, Michael and Babs Bradley.
We would like to welcome everyone to help
celebrate this special event on Saturday,
April 4, 2009 at the Finch Arena (upstairs)
from 9 pm to 1 am. There will be a DJ and
light lunch provided.

39th Anniversary
Keith and Wendy McCormick were married
on July 30, 1970.
Congratulations Mom and Dad on your
39th Anniversary
Love, all your family.

40th Wedding Anniversary
Lorne and Linda Johnston were married
March 15, 1969.
Congratulations Mom and Dad on your
40th Wedding Anniversary. Love from
Janice, Shaun, April, Mike and kids.

Anniversaries

FROM HALLS TO HOMES

Rentals or full customized service

Joyce Boyd 613-989-5651    Shari Martin 613-989-2162

Let an experienced
professional assist with
every aspect of your
wedding planning
needs. From your walk
down the aisle to the
honeymoon, you can
count on us every step
of the way.

DC & LJ INC.
Your Professional 

Wedding Co-ordinator &
Special Event Planner

DONNA CURRY, President

613-448-3912 or 877-277-9772
www.satindreamweddings.com

E-mail: donna.curry@xplornet.com
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50th Anniversary
Rae and Doris Imrie celebrated their 50th
Anniversary on February 7, 2009 with
family and friends.

60th Wedding Anniversary
Bert and Doreen Larocque were married
May 14, 2009.

Wedding Anniversaries

54th Wedding Anniversary
Happy 54th Anniversary
Keith & Phyllis Scott
Mom and Dad
Grandma and Grandpa
Love, Brenda, Jim, Dianna, Shelby, Allen
and Brenda.

25th Wedding Anniversary
Cheryl Beasley and Jacques Arel were
married on Sept. 1, 1984 in Windsor,
Quebec. 
“Time has just flown by. I still tell my
husband that I married him so that I
wouldn’t have to do taxes. (Jacques is a
C.M.A. and Plant Controller at Parmalat.)
I think Jacques married me so he wouldn’t
have to make his own coffee. I say that is a
fair trade. We enjoy life and our children.”

A Unique Gift Idea
for the Bride and Groom

Entitles Newlyweds to a one-hour personalized in-home 

Interior Decorating Consultation. For appointment, 613-774-3419

Marnie Fossitt
Certified Interior Decorator

Accredited Member of CDECA (Canadian Decorators Association)

613-774-3419
waveyriverinteriors@sympatico.ca

‘We create your dreams’
• Custom design services • Color consultation

• Home staging • Kitchen and bath decor  
• Bed, table and window treatments

Visit our website: www.waveyriverinteriors.com

For more information call

Purchase a Wedding Gift Certificate for a personalized
Interior Design Consultation and we will present it in a beautiful
Keepsake Box, compliments of
Wavey River Interiors.

‘Service with a Touch of Class’

Ride in style... to the church...
to the reception... to the plane
You deserve elegant transportation on your wedding day

1-888-726-4545 • 613-448-1759
Ed & Jolanda De Jong

www.royaltylimousine.ca

HALL RENTAL

WINCHESTER
LIONS HALL

Air Conditioned • Licensed under LLBO

For your...
• Wedding • Anniversary • Birthday

or any other occasion

Call 613-774-2008 to book the

50th Wedding Anniversary
John and Marilyn (Marcellus) Wouters
were married August 15, 1959 at the
Presbyterian Manse in Chesterville,
Ontario.

10th Anniversary
Clayton and Tammy (nee Fawcett)
Armstrong renewed their vows on the Pride
of America in celebration of their 10th
wedding anniversary (September 26, 1998).
The ‘honeymoon’ was spent cruising the
Hawaiian islands. Many thanks go to
Dwaine and Carol Armstrong and Doug and
Nancy Fawcett for taking such great care of
Ashley and Spencer while we were away.
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Dress & Bridal
• Bridal Gowns

• Bridesmaids’ Dresses
• Mothers’ Dresses

• Flower Girl Dresses
• Special Occasions

Prom Gowns
See our webiste

www.prom-gowns.ca

Appointments preferred for ultimate service.

www.juliannahbridal.ca

MON . & TUES. 9 AM - 6 PM
WED. & SAT. 9 AM -  5 PM

THURS. & FRI. 9 AM - 9 PM
SUN. 11 AM - 4 PM

888-938-2323Moose Creek Mall
28 Labrosse St., in the Village of Moose Creek

For all your 

decorating needs!

Any event, any facility...

We offer the essence 

of yesterday,

the flair of today, and the

prospect of tomorrow.

• Sara Bradley •
613-258-3609

• Diane Wicks •
613-984-1524

1-800-263-5459

507 St. Lawrence St.
Winchester

613-774-3825

2 Industrial Dr.
Chesterville

613-448-2354
www.durantsflowers.com

E-mail:: info@durantsflowers.com

The Perfect Touch Our fresh or
silk floral
arrangements
add the perfect
touch of
beauty and
elegance to
your wedding.
From bridal
bouquets to
centrepieces
and ceremony
decorations,
we’ll make your
day blossom
with colour,
fragrance and
style.

Your presence is requested...

Card-making duo creates unique invitations
by Meghan Duncan

W hat began as a friendship
blossomed into hours spent
creating hand-crafted cards,

and eventually turned into a business.
South Mountain resident Brenda

Wilkins and her friend of 35 years,
Gloria Borts, co-own Faith Anne
Originals, and offer hand-crafted cards
for all occasions — including weddings.

The women said that brides-to-be
should set aside a couple hours to come
in for an invitation consultation.

“We’ll start creating options right in
front of them so they have some idea of
what we can do,” Borts explained. “At
other places, it’s pre-determined... you
have very little manoeuvrability. But
we’re able to customize everything.”

The women will discuss colour
scheme and options while creating
prototypes, then ask the bride what she
likes best about different invitations and
will combine her favourite options.

“Most of the time the bride will say,
‘that’s exactly what I wanted!’” Wilkins
said. “And that’s what makes us happy.
When they leave here they’re really
happy brides, and we want to see them
smiling. We love it when they come in
and we start from nothing and they
leave happy.”

She noted that they are able to create
stunning, quality invitations within
almost any bride’s budget.

“This is usually the first glimpse they
have of their wedding, and is one of the
first steps in the planning process,”
Borts said. “The invitations are also the
first glimpse the guests have of the
wedding — they need to reflect
everything the bride wants her wedding
to represent.”

The women have created invitations
for large weddings of 300 guests, but on
average the number of guests range from
100 to 160. They can also create save-
the-date, RSVP, and thank-you cards, as
well as wine labels and placecards in the
same theme as the invitations.

Faith Anne Originals has been
registered as a business for just over a
year, and Borts and Wilkins create all
types of cards, including personalized
pet cards featuring pictures of people’s
favourite furry friends and thank-you
cards for local businesses. But the duo
began making cards for friends and
family.

“People began to expect it,” Borts
said. “It was costing more and more to
give them away.”

The cards combine scrapbooking
elements — including ribbons,
rhinestones, brads, paint, embossing and
other embellishments — as well as
computer graphics, and the card
components are all hand-cut.

“We never have a plan when we sit
down — it’s all just creative,” Wilkins
said.

The women each have a different style
when it comes to creating cards, but
noted that their varying techniques allows
them to create a wide variety of options.

“We’re notorious for using all the
scraps,” Borts pointed out.

Faith Anne Originals — an epithet
derived from the women’s middle
names — started out as a kitchen table
business. The duo then moved into a
spare bedroom before they outgrew
the space, and now work out of
Wilkins’ basement on Cameron Road
(Wilkins’s husband, Garnet, gave up
his pool table room to make way for
the studio).

“It’s like anything, you do what’s
required to help people,” Garnet said,
noting that he’s very proud of the
women’s venture. “They’ve done well.”

The ladies agreed that when they first
started glueing pieces of paper together,
they didn’t foresee it becoming a
business.

“Even now, we’re not sure how we
got here,” Wilkins said.

“You always want to see if you can
do things bigger and better, but you just
never know how things are going to
work out,” Borts added. “It took on a
life of its own. Here we are a year later
and running out of space again.”

The ladies are able to make about 50
cards in a four to five-hour period on
average, depending on the complexity of
the design. 

Faith Anne Originals cards are
available at Seaway Valley Pharmacy in
Winchester, and small gift cards are
available at Annable’s Jewellery and
Gifts. The women hope to have their
cards for sale at other businesses in the
future, “but we want to stay local,”
Wilkins noted.

“We just like doing it — it’s fun,”
said Borts, summing up the Faith Anne
Originals philosophy.

Invitation innovation
Gloria Borts (left) and Brenda Wilkins design cards for all occasions through their business,
Faith Anne Originals. The pair loves to create wedding invitations. “When they leave here
they’re really happy brides, and we want to see them smiling. We love it when they come in
and we start from nothing and they leave happy,” Wilkins said.           Press Photo — Duncan
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