
Look inside! 
Discover some 

great new ways you 
can "Think Spring" this year! 

• Mow your way to a greener lawn _ 

• Get more garden for less work 

• Oil up those power yard tools 

• Spring cleaning made easy 
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From Harrowsmith writer 

Helpful hints for home gardener 
MAPLE RIDGE (Saff>In
terspersed between topics at a 
garden workshop given here last 
Saturday , Anstace Esmonde
White had many helpful hints for 
the home gardener. 

Never kill · a ladybug. 
"They're the good guys", she 
said. Ladybugs kill aphids and 

mealybugs . Don't mistake a 
Mexican bean beetle for a 
ladybug, though. Ladybugs have 
12 spots usually and Mexican 
bean beetles have eight. 

To dust plants with rotenone, 
place the powder in a fine mesh 
bag. One quick jerk, down and 
up, of the bag will dust the plant. 

Then move on. 
Tomatoes can be grown in a 

round wire cage rather than on a 
stake. This eliminates pruning 
and as it grows the tomato 
supports itself on its cage. 

When seedlings are first set 
out they can be protected from 
the wind by the insertion of a 

flowerpot over the plant. The 
weight of the pot keeps it from 
blowing away and also prevents 
shade as well as the windbreak. 

Plant tomato plants with two
thirds of the plant underground. 
As well, plant them all at the 
same root angle to ease hoeing 
duties. The stem left un
derground ,will form rootlets and 

grow a much healthier plant. 
Burn all blighted plants. Do 

not compost them or you will 
allow the cycle to return. 

Vine crops require a little imagination 

Grow potatoes under hay and 
you will have the cleanest 
potatoes you have ever seen and 
as well, you can lift the hay and 
take out the produce as you 
require it. Fall harvest will only 
be the left-overs, but Mrs. 
Esmonde-White said she finds it 
is not economical for her to grow 
the winter's potato crop. 

When planting fibre pots 
outdoors, be sure to bury the rim 
of the pot or it will act as a wick 
and rob the plant's moisture. 

By H. TIESSEN 
Dept. of Horticultural Science 

University of Guelph 
GUELPH - Vine crops, such as 
cucumbers, watermelons, musk
melons, pumpkins and squash, 
are rarely grown in the home 
garden because they take up 
valuable garden space. However, 
with a little imagination and 
ingenuity, vine crops can be 
grown without interfering with 
other crops. 

Vine crops can be grown in 
most garden locations, including 
ground beds and waste areas. If 
space is at a premium, vines can 
be grown on fences, stakes and 
trellises, or in large pots or soil 
boxes on patios and balconies. In 
crowded areas, the vines can be 
grown on cords or wires, 
suspended six or seven feet 
overhead. 

One vine crop that should be 
considered for most gardens is 
slicing cucumbers. Cucumbers 
are desirable for summer salads, 
and can be productive from July 
to freeze-up in September. 
Another important feature of this 
crop is that only these three to 
four plants will supply the needs 

of the average household. Some 
of the better slicing cucumber 
varieties are Bellaire, 
Challenger, and Gemini, but 
there are several other cucumber 
varieties that may satisfy your 
particular needs. 

Cucumber plants are started 
fromseed (about the first week in 
May) , and grown in 3 or 4 inch 
pots as transplants for four 
weeks, before they are planted 
into the garden or large con
tainers (June 1). 

Vine crops thrive in well
drained, well-fertilized soil, 
similar to that used for other 
garden vegetables. The 
suggested fertilizer is 25 pounds 
of 15-15-15 fertilizer per 1000 
square feet, worked into the soil 
at soil preparation time. If 
cucumbers are grown in large 
containers on patios or balconies, 
dissolve 10 grams of 20-20-20 
fertilizer in 1 gallon of water, and 
apply this per 10 square foot area 
once every 2 weeks. 

When cucumbers are grown 
on the ground in the garden, the 
vines require about 12 square feet 
per plant. This means a spacing 
of2 feet between plants in the row 

with, rows 6 feet apart. When the grown on a trellis similar to 
plants are grown overhead on cucuµibers are the summer 
trellises or stakes, they can be squashes such as Zucchini, Baby 
spaced 1½ feet apart in rows, Crookneck, and Coccozelle. 
with rows 3 to 4 feet apart. Raised Vine crops, such as pum
vines should not shade or crowd pkins, winter squash, musk-
out smaller crops. melons and watermelons, are 

All vine crops, including grown on the ground because the 
cucumbers, will benefit fromt he mature fruit is heavy, it would 
use of plastic mulches. Mulch damage suspended vines. These 
accelerates crop maturity by one crops require a lot of garden 
to two weeks, and usually in- space. This should be considered 
creases yield. Brown or black when they are planted. 
plastic mulches conserve • The growing conditions 
moisture and nutrients, control required for all vine crops are 
weeds, and increase soil tern- similar to that of cucumbers. 
perature, to accelerate growth. 
Brown or black plastic mulch, 3 
to 4 feet wide, is applied on top of 
the soil. The edges are covered 
with soil to anchor it down. The 
transplants are set into the soil 

Lifeblood of the "Heart Fund" -
volunteer canvassers. 

U there are mice in the 
garden, lay an inverted glass jar 
with mouse seed in it near the 
affected plants. The glass jar 
prevents birds from getting into 
the·seed and the mice will leave 
the plants alone. 

"Keep all the compost you 
can find". The compost can be 
used as a mulch once it bas 
decomposed. It also returns 
much of the good it took from the 
ground to the soil. 

Work. Some gardeners, said 
Mrs Esmonde-White, "leave the 
Lord to do it. But he's not 
reliable. When you need it, he's 
holidaying." 

by cutting through the mulch 
with a trowel, and digging a hole 
in the soil for the plants. The 
plants are healed in with a half 
pint of water or fertilizer 
solution. The soil is then firmed 
around the roots. If plastic mulch 
is not available in the area, single 
layers of black or green plastic 
garbage bags can be used. 

Gardening Time 
Is Near 11 : ;~0&·~ . 

~ • ~::~~'.,,,,.~ ... ,1 

Other vine crops that can be 

DON'T GET 
CAUGHT SHORT! 

Natural 
Cedar 

In stock 
on sale anytime 
All kinds of 
Bedding Plants and 
Vegetable Plants 
lncludlng-Zuchinni, Egg 
Plant and· Peppers. Paneling 

COMPARE THE COST 
TO FIRST 

DUALITY PANELING 

IDEAL FOR: BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, REC. ROOMS, 
BUILD AROUND AREPLACE, IT'S PERFECT FOR ANYWHERE 

The natural warmth and beauty of this quality genuine 
wood paneling add charm to a room while enhancing 
the value of your home. 

Limited only by your imagination, you can apply it 
vertically, horizontally, diagonally or create your own 
design. 

Panel walls and ceilings in any room, face a fireplace, 
planter or cabinet, decorate or renovate homes, 
cottages and commercial buildings. 

PROST 
CEDAR PRODUCTS LTD-. 

R.R. 2 Williamsburg 543-2666 
Call toll free: 1-800-267-7174 

WE ALSO HAVE 
CEDAR SIDING 
FOR OUTDOOR 

WALLS IN 
2 STYLES 

Give us a call for a 
Free Estimate. 

BOUCKSHILL 

WlLLIAMSBU~G GD 
~ CEDAJI PflOOUCfS 

i i~;~:=~~8
K CE NTRE 

Ii 

MORRISBURO- HIGHWAY 2. 

Hanging Baskets 
Patio Planters (Cedar) 
Assorted Potted Plants. 

OPEN DAILY 

Complete 
line of 

Garden 
Seeds and 

accessories 

LOUGHCREST 
GARDENS LTD. 

989-5715 or 989-2184 
1 mile West of South Mountain 

RETAIL & WHOLESALE 
Growing ... witlt you in mind 

/ 



CO·OP 

Sale prices are in effect from April 20th to May 2nd, 1981. 

See our 
Spring & Summer 
Catalogue 
for more 
Savings 

Economical 4-Cycle ~~=--

'Clipper' 20" Push WeedEat-e@rf '~S,1flll'r 

Lawnmower From CO-OP ~~~e~er, 209~! 20" 3.5 HP 
Super Clipper 1699.! 

5-Hp Chain 
Drive Tiller 
5-Hp Briggs & Stratton engine. Features 
chain drive with forward and neutral. Plow 
type folding handles. 14" diam. tines with 
26" tilling width . Handle mounted con-
trols .... . . .. ........... ... . 545-345 

-WHERE 
AVAILABLE -

Features dependable 3.0 hp Briggs & 
Stratton engine with recoil start and 

automatic choke. Upper Handle-mounted 
throttle control for safety and fast engine 

response. Front and rear baffles for 
positive discharge. Long-lasting Ultra Lift 

blade. 7" x 1 .5" front and rear 
wheels with adjustable height 

settinQs. 20" cut. ..... 545-320 

8-Hp Rear
Tine Tiller 
Just what you need for big tilling jobs! Fea
tures chain reduction drive-3 steps to tines, 
4 steps to wheels. 9-position adjustable ver
tical or horizontal handle. 5-speed transmis
sion with reverse and neutral. Choice of 
quick response differential or live axle action 
settings. 12 self-sharpening 14" Bolo tines. 
20" till width. . .............. 546-359 
Reg. $999.95 ........... SAVE $55.95 

Powerful gas-powered unit 
with solid-state ignition and 
anti-vibration grip. 17" cut. 
'Tap-N-Go' line advance . 
11 ½ lb. 41" shaft. 591-010 

;. ..... · .... . ! M ..• •:4 
j 

I 

Weed Eater® 1949 
Elec. Trimmer ea . 
Ideal for light grass trim
ming on small to mid-size 

~ lawns. Weighs only 2 lb. 8" 
cut, one-hand operation. 

( 
Manual line advance . 
. . . . . . 591-01 _1 ----

Features 3.5-Hp Briggs & 
Stratton engine , vertical 
pull start, oil depth stick and 
easy to reach handle con-

22" Power 
Propelled Mower 

Front pinion drive concept is 
a simple, direct through-a
chain drive arrangement 
that allows pivoting on rear 

trols . Large style finger tip 
wheel adjusters gives you 5 
position cutting height. 
.............. 545-321 

wh~els. 3.5 Hp Briggs & 
Stratton engine. Durable 
steel hub wheels. Very ma
neuverable. . .... 545-304 

16-Hp Tractor 
With 4~1nch 
Cutting Pan 

Hardworking transaxle garden tractor 
features a 4-cycte, 16-Hp Briggs & Strat
ton twin cylinder engine, rubber shock 
mounted and fully, enclosed, with easy 
access for service. Full floating cutting 
pan cuts 44" path. 12-volt starter genera
tor. Dual headlights. 4-speed tran
saxle. 1 speed reverse, disc brakes. 2149~0 
. ....................... 545-434 

REG. $2249.45 SAVE $100.95 

L.IC::D UNITED C0-0PERATIVES OF ONTARIO 

FINCH 
984-2450 

CHESTERVILLE 
. 448-2377 

CORNWALL 
933-4935 
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Home gardening can confuse 
MAPLE RIDGE (Staff) - The iob 
of a home gardener can 
be confusing, noted Anstace 
Esmonde-White, authoress and 
instructor of a home gardening 
workshop, here last Saturday. 

Market gardeners do not 
grow the approximately 40 
vegetables Mrs. Esmonde-White 
outlined for the group of ap
proximately 25 budding gar
deners at the workshop. With 
such a wide variety, the home 

gardener has a large number of 
plants diseases to watch for as 
well as the accompanying pests. 

Tomatoes, probably the most 
popular home garden vegetable, 
can fall prey to early blight, 
fusarium wilt, soft rot, blossom 
end rot and the tomato horn
worm, said Mrs. Esmonde-White. 

Tomato plants are frost
tender and prefer full sun and 
fertile, well drained soil. They 

produce a larger crop in clay 
although they ripen earlier in 
sandy soil. 

Certain varieties of seed 
have been bred to resist disease. 
In seed catalogues, the letters 
V)verticil ium), F (Fusarium) 
and N(Nematode) denote such 
varieties. 

When picking vegetables 
consider the variables 

In her book, Vegetable 
Gardening, Mrs. Esmonde-White 
also notes car tires can be placed 
around the plants to protect them 
from wind as well as retaining 
heat and hastening maturing of 
the fruit. 

Peppers can be intercropped 
with potatoes to save space, 
counselled Mrs. Esmonde-White. 
Leave several green peppers on 
the plant ro ripen as red peppers. 
The red pepper is double in 
vitamin C value, she said. 

When choosing vegetables to 
grow, consider the size of garden, 
family preference and the garden 
location. You can double the yield 
of the average family garden 
with a little planning. 

Select a location with the 
most sunlight, good drainage and 
good soil. If the garden is small, 
improve soil conditions by adding 
topsoil, peat, manure or some 
other additives. 

You can get higher yields 
from crops grown in small areas 
with better environmental 
conditions, even if some of them 
are artificial, than you can get 
from larger, shaded and poorly
drained areas. A daily minimum 
of six hours of sunlight is 
necessary. If the only sunny 
areas are patios or open 
driveways, grow plants 30 to 45 
centimentres (12 to 18 inches) in 
boxes of topsoil. 

In a small garden, con
centrate on one or two 
vegetables, such as tomatoes, 
peppers and radishes. A void 
space-consuming crops, such as 
squash, melon, cucumbers and 
potatoes. In other words, grow 
crops that respond to intensive 
cultivation. 

Choose such space-saving 
crops as carrots, beets, onions, 
radishes and lettuce. As soon as 
the harvest of one crop is com
pleted, another can be planted in 
its place. 

vegetables, intensive cultivation 
and proper management, you can 
harvt:,;t a large volume of 
vegetables from a small growing 
area. 

Peppers can be purchased as 
transplants and grown . in much 

NOTICE 
SOUTHIN PRODUCE FARMS ARE PLEASED TO 
ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF OUR NEW 
GARDEN CENTRE IN MORRISBURG, ON HIGH
WAY 31, JUST 500 YARDS NORTH OF HIGHWAY . 
2, ON FRIDAY, MAY 1st, 1981. 

We wlll be offering: 
• A COMPLETE GARDEN CENTRE 

- ca&ermc te ID roar.......,...._ 
(toll,, di1mlal1, «c,) 

• A LARGE GREENHOUSE 
- ......,,fllllrupofqalk)' ..... pwwaat .... ,.,...,...,daa 

• QUALITY NURSERY STOCK 
-tlwarffnlt&nea, ...... trMe, ...... ........ 

• FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
AT GROWER TO CONSUMER PRICES! 
- PWW fOll the frelMlt ....... praaee 

at a..-ble PrieN 

Southin'1 Garden Centre 
and Farm Stora 

0a lllpwar 31, Jui Nll'tla ol llfpway Z 

MORRISBUAG. ONTARIO 

WATCH FOR OUR 
GRAND OPENING SPECIALS! 

the same manner as tomatoes. 
Dust with rotenone at the first 
sighting of the white butterfly, 
who will lay eggs that hatch 
caterpillars. 

Tomatoes and peppers 
belong to the nightshade family, 
as do eggplant and potatoes. Mrs. 
Esmonde-White says she prefers 
to sprout the seed potatoes in the 
house as she gets better results. 

The sprouts are brittle if 
grown inside, but set them out in 
the hot sun for a few hours and 
they wfll become flexible and can 
be planted without fear of 
breaking the tubers . 

When the potatoes are 
mature, leave them in the sun to 
dry or they will not keep as well 
inside, sprouting very soon after 
they are taken in. 

Choose the variety of carrot 
to be planted according to the 
depth of the topsoil in the area, 

says Mrs. Esmonde-White.-Plant 
them thickly and when thinning, 
use the thinnings in the kitchen. 
Those plants left to mature can 
be the winter keeping crop. 

Hoe the carrots early on a 
sunny hot day, she counsels. 
Never hoe in the rain or . the 
weeds will be back immediately. 

· To store for the winter, put 
the carrots in empty bread bags 
with one or two holes punched in 
them. If there is condensation 
noticed, remove the carrots and 
turn the bag inside out and return 
the carrots to the bag. 

Mrs. Esmonde-White also 
outlined an easy-to-build trellis 
for beans, peas and other clim
bing vegetables. An A-frame of 
one by three cedar, strung with 
twine allows a row of spinach or 
radishes (early crops) to be 
grown in the center before the 
main crop shades them out. 

Complete 

Landscaping 

Service 

•Trees •Shrubs •Evergreens 
•Roses •Bedding Plants 

• Vegetable Plants 
PEAT MOSS • WOOD CHIPS 

INTERLOCKING STONE FOR PATIOS & WALKS 
VISIT .OUR NEW FLOWER SHOP FOR 

MdTHER'S DAY ARRANGEMENT! 

Open Monday to Friday Until 9pm - Saturday Until 6pm 
CLOSED SUNDAY 

Upper l:anada Greenhouses 
3 MILES EAST OF MORRISBURG 

CHURCH ROAD RIVERSIDE HEIGHTS 543-2455 

Continuous cropping of 
tomatoes and peppers is 
desirable. T: you have a small, 
out-of-the-way place with 
adequate sunlight, plant two to 
four plants of slicing . cucumbers 
on a trellis to meet family needs 
throughout the summer. 

You could also grow 
perennials, such as asparagus, 
rhubarb and chives in the 
perennial flower borders. 

Three oranges 
looking for ~
work. Through proper selection of 

Getting ready 
for planting 

by Linda Streng 
The Dundas Garden Club 

held their monthly meeting at the 
OMAF boardroom on Wed., April 
22. 

The meeting opened with the 
4-H pledge. Roll call discussion 
was, "how many vegetables and 
flowers to grow?" It was decided 
on 10 vegetables and five flowers . 

The meeting was then turned 
over to the leaders. Demon
stration night was also discussed. 

A film was shown on 
preparing the soil and also on 
planting and transplanting. Both 
were very interesting. They gave 
everybody a good idea on how to 
prepare their garden. 

Next meeting will be held at 
the OMAF boardroom on May 21 
Topic to be discussed is how to 
control insects and weeds. 

Our B~Series orange Kubota tractors 
range from 12 to 16 hp, and are available with 
two or four wheel drive. All have a hydraulic 
}~point hitch, standard rear PTO, 6 forward 
speeds and 2 reverse, and a dependable diesel 
engine. And all of them can handle a wide 
variety of implements. 

It's foolish firing up a large tractor for a 
small job. 

So buy an orange. It'll keep rising fuel 
costs from making you see red. 

We're looking for work. 

~KUBOTA' 

WINCHESTER 
774-2834 



Garden soil is growing medium for all crops 
MAPLE RIDGE (Staff) - The soil 
in the garden is the growing 
medium for all crops said An
stace Esmonde-White while 
leading a gardening workshop at 

North Dundas District High 
School last Saturday. 

Mrs. Esmonde-White, 
authoress and a contributor to 
HarrowSmith magazine, lives in 

Anstace Esmonde-White displays tomato plants she will 
be transplanting into her garden later this spring. Mrs. 
Esmonde-White is the author of "Vegetable Garden
ing" and a contributor to Harrowsmith magazine. She 
gave a workshop on vegetable gardening at North 
Dundas District High ·school last Saturday. The · 
workshop was sponsored by St. Lawrence College. Mrs . . 
Esmonde-White says she starts her tomato plants about 
April 17. - staff photo -

PLAN NOW FOR SPRING 

LAN·DSCAPING 
SOUTHIN LANDSCAPING 

SERVICES 
CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH 

• professional design and consultation 
• top quality planting stock 
• garden preparation 
• flower planting 
• law_n and garden maintenance 
• equipment rentals 

CALL 535-2160 
FOR FREE ESTIMATES 

A Division Ot 

· .SOUTHIN ~::::cE 
Lightning Rd. Williamsburg 

P.S.: Watch for the GRAND OPENING of our 
NEW GARDEN CENTRE & FARM STORE in 
Morrisburg, opposite HIii's Mobile Village. 

Oxford Mills. She and her 
husband bought their home and 
property nine years ago and since 
that time have "indulged in 
gardening as a more serious 
hobby." 

All garden soils need a 
constant supply of humus ex
plained Mrs. Esmonde-White. 
"Humus comes from the 
decomposition of animal and 
vegetable matter." 

It helps retain moisture and 
air and binds smaller particles 
together. 

Treatment given to soil in 
landscaping differs from 
vegetable soil treatment she said. 

. 
One of the most important 

properties of your soil is the ph 
level. She recommended a 
neutral ph level for a garden 
being· used to grow various 
plants. Many gardeners continue 
to put lime into their gardens said 
Mrs. Esmonde-White. It is best to 
check the ph level of the soil 
before doing the liming. 

She also advised home 
gardeners to build a compost 
heap. "It is the most important 
part of the garden,'' she said. The 
compost heap replaces "trace 
elements'' taken out of the soil for 
growth said Mrs. Esmonde
White. Items she recommended 

for the compost heap included 
leaves, garden waste, coffee 
grounds, tea leaves, egg shells, 
sawdust, manure, woodchips, 
and spoiled hay. The items to 
avoid putting into the heap are 
meat (as it will attract the neigh
bor's dogs), plastics, cooked 
vegetables (aJl the nutrients have 
been cooked out), metal, or other 
synthetic materials. 

The care of the compost heap 
depends on the owner but Mrs. 
Esmonde-White noted that she 
doesn't turn the heap during the 
hot weather, instead she prefers 
to wait until more comfortable 
cool weather. 

Homelite string trimmers ... 
give your lawn the finishing touch 

Light-weight and easy to handle, Homelite string 
trimmers feature our exclusive "Idle-Line" system 

that advances the string only when needed, 
and only when the engine is at idle. 

A Homelite string trimmer is a must for doing lawn 
r"-"'-'~~:.n;..____ chores around your home, farm or cottage. 

5= 

See your nearest Homelite dealer, he has 
a model to satisfy your needs, gas 

driven or electric. 
NOW ALSO ELECTRIC MODELS 

FROM •49.95 TO t74.95 
SEE THEM NOWI 

NOW MORE THAN EVER IT IS IMPORTANT
TO BUY FROM A RELIABLE DEALER - WE 
HAVE THE PARTS, SHOP & MECHANICS 

J. R. BRISSON EQUIP. LTD. 
EMBRUN ROAD 

CASSELMAN, ONT. 
764-2962 - PHONE - 443-3300 

:II YEARS IN SEU.ING 
HOMEUTE PRODUCTS 

LAWN-BOY MOWERS 
ON SALE 

·save up to 10% 
prices $149.95 & up 

NOW CARRYING 
LAWN FERTILIZER 

10-6-4 fertilizer 
with Killex ..... . 
10-6-4 fertilizer 
20 kg. bags 

11.95 
6.10 

AIR COOLED ENGINESLTD. 

Hwy. 31 Vernon 
821-1060 
or 821-1065 



Ground covers: 
a living carpet 

By Pat Tucker 
University of Guelph 

GUELPH - Ground covers create a living carpet to conserve soil 
moisture and prevent erosion. They can soften the edges of a hard 
landscape, provide a transition between large expanses of lawn and 
vertical elements, and supply a variety of textures . 

These low-growing plants are characterized by underground 
stems or trailing habits. They can be vines, dwarf shrubs, evergreens 
or herbaceous perennials, and have a wide variety of forms, textures 
and colors. 

Grass is one of the most extensively planted ground cover. It is 
also the cheapest to establish and maintain over large areas. 
However, there are many situations, such as heavy shade, banks, 
slopes, and areas that require hand trimming, where growing grass is 
difficult. 

One of the main problems with ground covers is establishment. 
Ideally, plants should be relatively inexpensive to purchase, should 
fill in quickly, and suppress weeds. Not all recommended ground 
covers fill the above criteria - in fact, very few do. 

To aid establishment, particularly in heavily shaded areas, it 
may be necessary to improve soil conditions by adding organic 
matter, such as compost, peat moss or well-rotted manure. Under 
trees with shallow roots, such as Norway Spruce and Norway Maple, 
limit any increases in soil level to about 5 to 7.5 cm. Additional soil 
will reduce oxygen at the root zone, and cause trees to decline. 

Perennial and annual weeds should be suppressed to reduce 
competition for light, soil, water, and nutrients. Add phosphorus to 
the soil before planting to encourage rooting. Use Bonemeal or 20 per 
centsuperphosphateat the rate of 1 kg per 10 m2. 

Transplant ground covers in early spring or fall and water well. 
Planting distances will vary with the vigor and ultimate spread of the 
selected ground cover. Tam junipers for instance, may be spaced at 1 
m apart, whereas English Ivy may be planted 0.3 m apart. 

Adequate water during drought conditions of June, July and 
August is the key to successful establishment. Bear in mind that 
summer rains are often less than 64 mm, and do not penetrate soil to 
the root system, particularly under trees with heavy leaf canopies. 
Thoroughly soak the planted area every 10 qays. 

Remove weeds as they grow, until the ground cover is filled in. To 
encourage healthy growth, apply a standard lawn fertilizer, with a 
3.1 :2 ratio, such as 14-4-8, at the rate of 0.5 kg per 10 m2. Apply in early 
spring prior to active growth, and water well . 
Recommended Ground Covers 

Ground covers recommended for sunny locations include -
Artemisia, 30.4 cm ; Bearberry, 15 cm; Blue Fescue, 15 cm ; 
Cinequefoil, 15 to 90 cm ; Cotoneaster, 15 to 90 cm; Fleece Flower, 90 
to 120 cm j Junipers, 30 to 120 cm ; Lambs-Ears, 30 cm; Mock 
Strawberry, 15 cm ; Moss Pink, 10 to 15 cm ; Mother of Thyme, 7.5 to 15 
cm ; Snow-in-Summer, 15 cm ; Stone Crop, 7.5 cm ; and Strawberry, 30 
cm. 

There are many varieties of ground covers suitable for shady 
areas. Some of these are - American Barrenwort, 30 cm; Coralberry, 
90 to 180 cm ; Bergenia, 30 cm; Bugle Weed, 15 cm ; Dead nettle, 30 
cm; English Ivy, 15 cm; Ferns, 30 to 180 cm; Lungwort, 30 cm; 
Goutweed, 30 cm; Japanese Spurge, 30 cm; Lily-of-the-Valley, 15 cm; 
Pachistima, 30 cm; Periwinkle (Myrtle), 15 cm; Wild Ginger, 15 cm; 
90 cm; Sweet Woodruff, 15 cm; Violets, 7.5 cm; Wild Ginger, 15 cm; 
Wintercreeper, 30 to60 cm; and Yew, 90 to 180 cm. 

Annuals easily 
grown from seed 

By BOB FLEMINf' 
Horticultural Research Inst. 

of Ont. 

VINEL<\ND - Every year home 
gardeners made their pilgrimage 
to the local garden center to 
choose instant gardens. Many 
people buy young plants, usually 
in bloom, that are ready to plant 
outdoors for overnight con
version to a summer garden. 

For plants such as petunias, 
impatiens, and begonias, buying 
young started plants is the best 
and safest way to succeed. 
However, many other annuals 
will grow and flower quite 
quickly from seed sown outdoors 
as soon as the soil becomes warm 
in mid-May. 

Two very popular annuals, 
marigolds and zinnias can be 
grown quite successfully from 
seed. The seed is large, easy to 
plant, and six to eight weeks after 
sowing, the first flowers should 
appear. Cosmos, with its tall, 
wiry flower stems and fern-like 
foliage , is another easy annual to 
grow from seed. From mid
August until frost, Cosmos will 
create a beautiful display of pink, 

red and orange daisy-like flowers 
in any garden. 

An interesting annual for 
shaded areas is the four o'clock 
or Mirabilis. 

NOTICE 
CONNAUGHT 
GARDEN 
CENTER 

RRl, CHESTERVILLE 
Has re-opened for the 

spring season . 
Now available : Ever-

greens, fruit trees, shade trees 
and shrubs. 

At planting time, annual 
flowers and vegetable plants. 

2½ miles off Chesterville
Morewood road on county 
road to Berwick. 

Watch for signs. 
C. CORMIER, Prop. 

34-2 

No time to garden? 

Try an instant garden 
MAPLE RIDGE (Staff) - For 
those people with little time to 
spare for a vegetable garden 
authoress, and gardener, An
stance Esmonde-White has the 
answer - the instant garden or 
lazy man's garden. 

Speaking at a gardening 
workshop set up by St. Lawrence 
College at North Dundas District 
High School last Saturday Mrs. 
Esmonde-White explained how to 
vegetable garden simply. 

Stake out a portion in a 

meadow or lawn that is free from 
roots from trees and shrubs. 
Select a spot that doesn't get 
waterlogged or on too steep a 
slope, she advised. 

The only purchase necessary 
for this garden, besides the seeds 
or plants, is black plastic. The 
size of plastic chosen must be six 
inches narrower and six inches 
shorter than the size of the 
garden plot. 

Measure out the garden plot, 
making sure it is six inches 

smaller than the black plastic 
around all the edges. Then cut 
into the sod around the staked out 
garden plot and turn the sod 
away from the garden. Water the 
garden thoroughly. 

Lay the black plastic over the 
garden area and tuck in under the 
overturned sod she explained. 
The sod will hold the plastic in 
place and prevents any sunlight 
from entering the garden plot. 
The grass under the plastic will 
now decompose and provide 
nutrients and organic material 
for the soil. 

Blooming ·all season 
When you are_ ready to put in 

your plants said Mrs. Esmonde
White, take a bulb planter and 
make holes in the plastic, and 
ground where the plants are to be 
placed. Then plant them. 

By AL SMITH 
Horticultural Research Inst. 

of Ont. 

VINELA D - Perenni_als afford 
the home gardener the challenge 
of displaying the wonders of 
mother nature throughout the 
growing season, without 
replanting year after year. 

Most gardeners begin the 
season with allysum and arabis 
blooming with the spring 
flowering bulbs, and end it with 
chrysanthemums in the fall. 
Many will decide to specialize in 

two or three kinds of perennials, 
such as iris, peonies, or 
day Jilli es. 

A moderately-fertile, well
drained soil is sufficient for most 
perennials. With the exception of 
aquatic or bog plants, few 
perennials like a soggy root zone. 
The planting site determines the 
choice of many plants. Tall 
plants, such as delphiniums, and 
lupines, should not be planted in 
windswept areas, unless you are 
prepared to stake them. 

The plants will receive 
sunlight but the plastic won't 
allow the ground around to sprout 
weeds. Water the garden by 
putting the garden hose under the 
plastic and slowly soak the 
ground. Don't go overboard, she 
said. 

To fertilize place some liquid 
fertilizer through the holes. 

The plastic can be taken 
down for the winter and used 
again the next year. 

For a limited time only. You can buy a tough 
Case compact tractor and receive a cash rebate 
in U.S. dollars. The bigger the model you 
select, the greater your savings. Act Now, Get 
ready for spring and make a smart savings. 

80/100 ... 8 6 10 lip lewn tractor . .. . . .. $50 Rebate 
200 .. 10, 1~614hpgardentractor. $75 Rebele 
400 .. .. 14, 16 & 18 hp garden tractor . $100 Rebate 
600 . . . . 18 hp loader tractor or 

loader/ backhoe ........... $100 Rebate 

We're ready to deal. Save Now. 

J. R. BRISSON 
EQUIPMENT LTD. 

llltiI!~ 
OTTAWA DIRECT LINE 

443-3300 
EMBRUN ROAD 

CASSELMAN - 764-2962 



Annuals require little maintenance 
By Bob Hamersma 

Horticultural Research 
Institute of Ontario 

VINELAND - Once annual 
flowers are established, you can 
sit back and enjoy them. They 
require very little maintenance 
considering the beautiful, 
summer-long return. 

Watering is a mandatory 
chore. Water often enough to 
keep the soil moist, and water 
thoroughly. Leave sprinklers in 
one place for a few hours to soak 
the soil. It is best to water in the 
morning, so the foliage has a 

chance to dry during the day. 
Marigolds and ageratum 

shoud be checked regularly for 
spider mites. These insects 
disfigure and brown the leaves, 
and in many cases kill the plant 
in late summer. The easiest way 
to control this pest is to use a 
granular systemic insecticide. 
This material, applied to the soil, 
is absorbed by the plant. It will 
provide protection for up to six 
weeks. 

Aphids, soft-bodied sucking 
insects, can infest annuals 
heavily, but bi-weekly sprays of 

malathion will keep them under 
control. 

If you fertilized annuals well 
at planting time with a 5-10-5 
granular fertilizer at a rate of 1 to 
2 kilograms per 10 square metres 
(3 to5 pounds per 100 square feet) 
for example, and the soil is 
relatively fertile, you may not 
have to apply supplementary 
fertilizer in summer. Watch for 
deficiency symptoms. Annuals 
such as portulaca, nasturtium 
and ageratum grow better on less 
fertile soils. 

For summer feeding, you can 
apply a water-soluble fertilizer to 
the soil. Apply when the soil is 
moist and plants are dry. 

Many tall annuals, such as 
certain varieties of zinnias, 
snapdragons and marigolds, look 
neater if they are staked, 
especially if you intend to use 
them for cut flowers. Stakes 
should be put in before the plants 
need them. Try to keep stakes as 
inconspJcuous as possible. Use a 
coarse grade twine to tie plants to 
the stakes. 

If you want to cut down on the 
amount of staking needed, pinch 

" Dead heading", the 
removal of faded flowers, is 
another important part of 
summer care of annuals. This 
procedure censerves plant 
energy that would otherwise be 
used to produce the seeds . 
Removing the dead flowers, also 
stimulates plants to develop new 
growth and flowers . It also gives 
the garden a tidier appearance. 
Pinch the entire flower head off 
with your fingers, making sure 
that you include the seed head. In 
the case of geraniums, the whole 
flower stem can be removed. 

Arbor Day this Friday the tips of tall-growing marigolds 
and snapdragons at planting 
time, and then again two weeks 
later. Choose low-growing 
compact annuals, if the tall ones 
are not essential for garden ef
fect. 

Some plants, such as petunia 
and verbena, become "straggly" 
by midsummer. You can en
courage new growth by giving 
these plants a "haircut" with 
grass shears. This will result in 
compact plants and a better show 
of late-summer flowers. You can 
safely remove up to one third of 
the top growth. 

When Arbor Day was first 
observed in 1872, the only purpose 
of "tree planting day" was to 
stress the ability of trees and 
shrubs to beautify. There was 
little recognition over a century 
ago that green, growing things 
around us were nature's way of 
purifying the air - and our only 
source of life-giving oxygen. 

On those early Arbor Days, if 
anyone thought of trees as 
pollution-fighters, it would have 
been a secondary benefit to their 
natural beauty. After all, before 
the automobile particularly, how 
much air pollution was there 
back in those days? 

Today, when youngsters 
plant a tree on Arbor Day, their 
teachers remind them each of us 
must have 35 pounds of oxygen 
daily and every pound is 
dependent on the oxygen
creating ability of the green 
world. Not only does the 
vegetation of land and sea 
manufacture an element we 
could not live without - for more 
than a matter of minutes - it 

Trees bring 
long-lasting 
enjoyment 
(Special) - Few gardening efforts 
bring returns as long-lasting as 
trees. Taking the time to select 
and plant them properly this 
spring will ensure years of en
joyment. 

" Recommendations for 
planting trees and shrubs have 
changed as a result of research," 
says Mr. Bob Fleming, Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
horticulturist. " Research now 
indicates that it is better to use 
the existing soil from the planting 
hole than to add purchased soil or 
organic material." 

The reports state that using 
the existing soil around the roots 
will encourage better root 
development. If the soil around 
the roots is higher in quality than 
the existing soil, the roots will 
tend to grow only in the richer 
soil and won't spread into the 
surrounding soil. 

Adding organic material, 
such as peat moss, to the planting 
hole is not recommended because 
the peat retains moisture in wet 
weather, which can drown the 
roots. In dry periods, the peat 
moss dries out and hardens, 
preventing water from reaching 
the roots. 

"For best results dig the 
planting hole twice as wide and 
one and one-half times as deep as 
the root ball," says Mr. Fleming. 
"Use the existing topsoil around 
the roots and fill -in the hole with 
the existing subsoil. Use leaves or 
peat moss as a mulch on the soil 
surface to conserve moisture, 
and stake the treetop to prevent 
wind damage. 

consumes posionous gases as 
well. 

It is of incidental interest that 
Arbor Day started in Nebraska -

and, to this day, it's an official 
state holiday. Evidently, in 
Nebraska, it's "PLANT A TREE 
- OR ELSE"! 

ARKtA 

A 200 ARKLA SINGLE $ORNER GASGRILL 
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SNIPPER" E\.ECTRIC STRING Tfl!IMMER. super 
Qo1wenience at art ~sy-on-the-t)udget prlcet Handy 
trimmer i$ lightweiQht and easy to handle, cuts a 9• 
Wide swath aroufl(j lawns, along fenc"' walls. paths, 
driveways and morel Quick-cha~ spool Is oesigw 
ed tor fast, tW!Y cutting-tine .iov.incement. 10,000 
rpm, 1 2"80'\p&. 11.88 
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Mulching can save late season work 
MAPLE RIDGE (Stam - "Mulch 
with anything that's free" is the 
advice of Anstace F.smonde
White, instructor at a garden 
workshop at North Dundas 
District High School last 
Saturday. 

Mrs. Esmonde-White is a 
regular contributor to the 
magazine Harrowsmith, as well 
as an authoress in her own right. 
She lives near Oxford Mills where 

she and her family keep an ex
tensive organic garden. 

A mulch is any substance 
which prevents light from 
reaching certain areas around 
the plant you are tending Mrs. 
Esmonde-White explained. As 
well, it provides a clean foot path 
while the garden is wet and 
muddy as a by-product. 

A mulch can be sawdust, hay, 
straw or newspaper as well as a 

Rhododendrons bred 
to survive Ont. winters 

( Special) - Plant breeders are 
always looking for new plant 
varieties that can survive the 
rigors of an Ontario winter. At 
the Horticultural Research In
stitute of Ontario in Vineland, 
researchers are testifig a 
promising new rhododendron. 

Rhododendrons are broad
leaved evergreen shrubs that 
present long-lasting flowers each 
spring. They are at their best in 
the mild, humid climate and 
native acid soil of the west coast 
but the development of new 

cultivars is opening up new 
ground. 

''The hardiest rhododendrons 
are the iron clads," says Bob 
Fleming, Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food. "They can 
withstand temperatures as low as 
-30 degrees C (-20 degrees F l but 
the soil type they require makes 
it difficult to grow them here in 
Ontario. They need well-drained, 
highly organic soil and a heavy 
mulch to survive the winters until 
they are well established." 

WECAN • 
pROMISEr UA 
ROSEGAR EN! 
It's so easy with plants, seeds 

and bulbs from our 
garden center! 

BEDDING 
PlANTS 

IN SEASON 
AT 

COMPETITIVE 
PRICES! 

URANT'S FLOWERS 
Queen st:, Chesterville 448-2354 

GlADIOLI 
BULBS 

PERENNIALS 
GARDEN SEEDS 

Plan today 
for summer 
gardening/ 

Ask for our 
expert advice 
on gardening/ 
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host of other substances says 
Mrs. Esmonde-White. Hay can 
infiltrate the garden with its own 
annual weeds , though, she 
cautioned. 

The use of a mulch can aid 
the soil by slowing the moisture 
evaporation rate. However, the 
use of a peat to mulch can 
counter this effect as it becomes 
impervious to water after a time. 

Mulching can add to the 
garden chores at the beginning of 
the season noted Mrs. Esmonde
White, however, later on can be a 
life-saver. 

She recalled a year when her 
husband became deathly ill and 
the garden was almost totally 
neglected except the attention 
her children could afford it. Had 
it not been mulched it would have 
been over run with weeds. After 

she had spent more than a month 
in Ottawa at her husband's side, 
it had suffered little. 

Mrs. Esmonde-White prefers 
to mulch lightly to ensure the 
mulch can be rototilled into the 
soil at the season's end. She did 
note, though, those who mulch 
deeply can avoid ever cultivating 
the garden. 

Ruth Stout, she said gardens 
with a heavy mulch. She just 
rakes away enough mulch in the 
spring to plant the garden. 

This, however, leads to a 
rather untidy, ragged garden. 
This doesn't entirely suit Mrs. 
Esmonde-White who can't get 
away from the desire for a nice, 
neat plot, she said. 

As with the instant garden 
Mrs. Esmonde-White advocates 
for the lazyman, black plastic is 
also a suitable mulch although it 

Wolmanized 
® 

Pressure-Treated Lumber 

Build beautiful, 
permanent fences 
For your fences ... for patio or porch, 
benches, sunscreens, shelters, garages, 
and gazebos .. . Outdoor™ brand wood 
is one beautiful building material. 

can blow about in the wind. Leaf 
mold or leaves also mai<e a 
fine mulch, she says. 

A caution against grass 
clippings, though - do not lay 
them too thick or they may tend 
to he'at excessively. Another 
caution, noted Mrs. Esmonde
White, in her book Vegetable 
Gardening, is to be ~ure not to be 
distracted by reading the 
newspapers you lay as mulch. 
Somehow they take on a renewed 
interest when they are lying on 
the ground! 

Sawdust can cause a nitrogen 
deficiency which can be rectified 
by fertilizing and newspapers can 
cause a build-up of lead in the 
soil, but all problems of this type 
can be overcome by rotating 
mulches in the same manner as 
the crops, concluded Mrs. 
Esmonde-White. 

TM 

This fence was built with Wolmanized® lumber ... Outdoor wood. ~ermites 
won't bother it and it won't rot. That's because W olmanized lumber and plywood are 
treated with Wolman® preservative chemicals, forced deep into the wood under 
high pressure. 

Considering how long Outdoor wood lasts, even if you don't paint it or stain it, it's 
relatively inexpensive. Use Outdoor wood for your next project. You can be sure it 
will have the appearance and shape-holding qualities you expect because Outdoor 
wood is a high grade of material. 

Be sure to look for the Outdoor™ wood mark on each piece of lumber. 
If it doesn't have the mark, it isn't genuine Outdoor brand wood. 

1x4 ...... . . ... .. . ... . ........ . .. .. . 18 Lin. Ft. 2x8 ... . ....... . . . ... .. ... .... . ... . . 75 Lin. Ft. 

1x6 . . ....... . ........ . .. . .......... 30 Lin. Ft. 2x10 .. . ... . ... .. .......... . ...... . . 99 Lin. Ft. 

2x4 . ...... . .. . .. . ........ . ........ . 34 Lin. Ft. 4x4 .. .... .. ... .. . .. ... . . ... .... ... . 75 Lin. Ft. 
2x6 ... . . . .. ........ . .. .. . . ... . .. . . . 56 Lin. Ft. 

LENGTHS AS AVAILABLE 
SALE ENDS MAY 4 

BUllDING CENTRE 

DICKINSON DRIVE, INGLESIDE, ONT. 
Tel: 537-2433 537-2020 

FREE DELIVERY 
MON. TO FRI: 8:00to 5:30 SATURDAY: 8:00 to 12 noon 
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