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Brides and grooms can cus-
tomize their weddings with
personal touches. Here, Crys
Stewart, editor of
Weddingbells magazine offers
inspirations for personalizing a
wedding by adapting wedding
customs from around the
world.

e Update the Quaker tradi-
tion of

having every guest sign the
register as witnesses by
requesting that guests sign a
calligraphic poster of your wed-
ding vows.

¢ In Britain, it’s considered
good luck if a charwoman
appears and begs a coin from
the bridal couple on their way
to their reception. Celebrate
your joy with a donation to
your favourite charity. Have
your best man send it on your
wedding day.

e Follow the Bermudian tra-
dition of using a tiny evergreen
tree as a cake topper. Plant the
tree in your back yard after the
wedding. |

¢ A new take on the Scottish
tradition of the groom gifting
his bride with an engraved
“wedding spune” is to give the
mothers of the bride and groom
silver serving spoons engraved
with your initials and your

wedding date.

e Symbolically binding the
bridal couple immediately
after the ceremony is an
ancient rite that’s honoured
around the world. In Africa,
some tribes will tie the bride’s
and groom’s wrists together
with plaited grasses; in the

‘Philippines and Mexico, a

white silken rope is looped

~around the couple. A new inter-

pretation of this rite has the

bride and groom simply joining

hands, rather than the bride
taking the groom’s arm, when
walking back down the aisle.

e At Muslim weddings, the
groom gives symbolic gifts (an-
ything from a rose to livestock)
to his bride, and the bride’s
family gives symbolic gifts to
the groom. A groom of Scottish
descent recently translated
this tradition for his wedding
by giving his bride a sash in
his, family’s tartan, which he
helped her put on during the
ceremony to symbolize his wel-
coming her to his family.
Symbolic gift-giving works well
in a variety of wedding ceremo-
nies and venues.

e In Fiji, the groom gives his
bride’s father a gift symboliz-
ing wealth and status. A
Canadian groom might want to

pay his respects to the bride’s
father, and kick off a good rela-
tionship, by asking him out for
lunch or dinner.

e The German tradition of
giving kerchiefs to wedding
guests so that they can wrap
up leftover food to take home
can be updated by having your
caterer send leftover reception
food to a needy shelter or open
kitchen.

e Carry a special personal
memento on your wedding day.
A charming Belgian tradition
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Wedding customs from abroad

has the bride embroidering her
name and wedding date on a
handkerchief which she keeps
with her throughout the cere-
mony and reception. Later, she
frames it, to be kept for her
daughter and future genera-
tions to add their own names
and cherish on their wedding
days.

* Many French wedding
ceremonies include the charm-

ing tradition of having the
groom walk his mother down

the aisle just prior to the main
procession.

Weddings are dreams
come true, and the magic
of the moment would be
incomplete without flowers.

No matter what the setting, '
Jfrom ballroom to living room,
Jfrom private garden to public park-

Flowers endow it with that special

mood of celebration.
rrf; B ELISE FODREK
613-543-2566
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Fax 613-543-2863
Morrisburg Village Plaza

Morrisburg, Ont.
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COMPLETE
PROFESSIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY

Heather Cooke Erwin

RR2 Mountain ON
613-989-6145

" THE VILLAGE GREEN

Insurance

PROTECTION

We'll give you the straight goods on setting up a complete
insurance package to protect your new life together.

Come talk to us. No obligation.
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FRED HILL INSURANCE LTD.

Comer Hwys. 2 & 31
MORRISBURG

543-3069
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e’re the difference

between looking good and looking great.

Men’s and Women’'s

Hairstyling g;r ‘
a

e Waxing e Manicure

e Pedicure ® Makeup

Get Under the Sun Kk
in our Tanning Salon / | (r’ |

The

s

Village Stylists

UNISEX HAIRSTYLING
543-3472

Morrisburg

Angela Hess,
Owner
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Bridal Boutique )

You Won’t Be Disappointed!

( ™
| ___..._OP EN Master Card

Monday, Tuesday
9a.m. - 6p.m.
Wednesday,
Saturday
9am.to 5 p.m.

ThurSday, Frlday Royal Bank
k9 a.m. t0 9 p.m. ~} | Banking Machine

Hwy 417 to Montreal

* " McLean Road

Moose Creek Mall| —

Moose Creek, Ontario oy

(613) 538-2334

| - & « Cornwall 4

Highway 138
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What you should know about buying jewellery

(CJA)-Shopping for jewellery
can sometimes be confusing.
For this reason, your profes-
sional jeweller and the
Canadian Jewellers
Association offer this advice.

Listen, Look And Read
Carefully!

For example, when a dia-
mond is advertised by carat
weight only and the price
- seems unbelievable low, it may
likely be that other aspects of
the gem which affect price (co-

lour, clarity and cut) are very .

poor. Here it is especially
important when you are com-
paring prices to be certain that

you are comparing similar
 merchandise.

A diamond advertised as
weighing “.25 points” can be
misread as being 1/4 carat in
weight. In fact, 1/4 carat is “.25

carat” while “.25 points” is
equal to 1/400 of a carat. Be
wary of this tactic, which may
be seen in mail order
advertising.

Inexpensive gold chains can
be lightweight and very deli-
cate. As a result, they may
break easily and be difficult
and costly to repair. When
comparing prices, compare
quality as well.

Be wary of the “liquidation
sale.” It could consist of only a
few pieces left over from a com-
pany gone out of business long
ago, supplemented by new
merchandise at regular or so-
called “discounted” prices.

Finally, once again, don’t
believe extravagant claims. If
it sounds too goodto be true, it
probably is too good to be true.

Piet de Zeeuw Photography

11359 Dr. Stevens Drive
Iroquois, Ontario
Call: 613-652-1241

After You Buy

Be sure you get a proper
receipt with a description of
the jewellery (including stones)
that you are purchasing.

It’s always wise to keep a
record of your purchases, espe-
cially when they are major
ones. This includes your
receipt and any guarantee, cer-
tificate of appraisal, cancelled
cheque and a copy of the adver-
tisement, if applicable.

Following your purchase,

treat your jewellery with care.

Do not wear your jewellery
when you are doing rough
work or playing sports. Nor
should you attempt to repair or
otherwise tamper with your
jewellery. Instead, visit your
jeweller periodically to have it
checked and it will usually get
a professional “shine-up” then,
too.

Tho Sudss that oares about you!

Visit our Studio, view our

-« Wedding Albums and
receive a Complimentary
Engagement Sitting

*Instant Passport Photos

=/[> _r_i Adals gy
e ALY Cor

20 KING ST., CHESTERVILLE
448-3370
TUXEDO RENTALS BY SID SILVER

RENT FOUR or MORE AND THE
GROOM’S TUX IS 1/2 PRICE!

?, _Pier 31 Gifts

“Unique Gift Ideas”

Your Wedding
off with us
We Specialize in:

ED FULL SERVICE

AUTHOR
POSTAL OUTLET

MORRISBURG VILLAGE PLAZA
MORRISBURG, ONT. Bus./Fax: 613-543-4389

(

Valley

Entertainment

D.J.s for any occasion
TEL: 938-3222 « FAX: 933-4441

About Our D.J. Service:

We've been providing music for many
festivities for over 17 years and have
assembled a very large library of all
varieties of music.

We encourage you to ask for our
music list before you book anyone.

All our music is on CDs. Our computerized cross reference
manuals make it very easy to locate and play your
requests. Keeps your guests dancing %o their favourite
tunes all night, and we play it at the volume you request!!!

Our rates are $300. (That includes cocktail / dinner music if
requested at no extra charge). The hours can be as flexible
as you want. Also included at no extra charge is a light
show and hot air bubble machine, microphones for your
master of ceremonies, etc. . . .

Call Lorne or Cathy Dennison

> for more information or to book your date »

N




Focus on the unique perspec-
tives of your five senses to find
ways to make a wedding per-
sonal and unique, suggests
Crys Stewart, editor of
Weddingbells magazine.

Here are tips for planning a
truly sensual affair, inspired

by two of the five senses.
Hearing

e Fill the day with music in
unconventional ways. Give
favourite music tapes to your
limousine driver so the rides to
the ceremony and reception
are accompanied by your best-

The groom’s traditional duties

Some of these may no longer
be solely the groom’s responsi-
bility; for instance, the modern
bride will probably want to
have a say in the honeymoon
plans and participate more
actively in the toasts/speeches.

¢ Choose your wedding
party (best man and ushers).

e Organize your family’s
part of the guest list.

¢ QOrganize and pay for the
marriage license.

e Buy thank-you gifts for

the best man and ushers.
- ® QOrganize the honeymoon.

e Make sure the best man
has the checks, in envelopes, to
be given to the officiator, the
"musicians and anyone else
kendering a service to be paid
Y¥or immediately after the
lceremony.

s * Get to the wedding cere-
nony on time.

e In the receiving line,
ftand at your bride’s left and

accept congratulations gra-

ciously and with brevity.

e The groom is usually the
second person to propose a
toast. After the master of cere-
monies has toasted the bride
and groom, the groom rises,
thanks the MC, and then pro-
poses a toast to his bride. He
also responds to toasts to the
bridal couple.

e Cut the cake with your
bride. (The groom usually
holds the cake knife, with his

‘bride’s hand poised on top of

his.)

¢ 'Join your bride for the first
dance, then dance with various
relations: first your mother-in-

law, then your mother. (After
that, as you dance with the

maid of honour, the best man
should dance with the bride,
and the ushers should join in
with the bridesmaids.)
Information courtesy of
Weddingbells Web site at
www.weddingbells.com.

- Specializing in small
intimate receptions
for up to 80 people

- Experienced and
professional staff -
- Completely
renovated facilities

& CONFERENCE CENTRE

When only the best
will do...

Why not give us a ‘ring’? /%3
Hwy. 2 East,

Morrisburg

543-3788 or 1-888-229-2850

loved romantic melodies.

e Have a joyous fanfare start
your procession stirringly.
Look into hiring university
music students or professional
musicians to provide a real
trumpet fanfare. Alternatively,
have a Scottish piper get the
celebrations off to a rousing
start by having him play as
you walk back down the aisle
and meet guests outside or as
you make your grand entrance
into dinner at the reception.

e If you want to hear the
peal of bells after your cere-
mony but aren’t getting mar-
ried in a church with a bell
tower, don’t let that stop you.

If the building has a good
P.A. system, you may be able to
play a recording of ringing
bells, timed to start directly
after the music for your reces-
sion has ended and you’re
about to step outside.

® One recent bride and

groom walked the short dis-
tance from their ceremony site

to the reception, leading a joy-
ous parade of guests playing
tambourines, homemade rat-
tles, toy drums and kazoos.

Still some dates left in 1998
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Ways to make a wedding personal and unique

Taste

e Ask your caterer about
honouring your heritage by
including a traditional dish in
your menu.

e For a garden wedding,
garnish hors d’oeuvres, salads,
even desserts and drinks with
edible flowers for a taste sen-
sation (usually very mildly
spicy, peppery or sweet) that’s
also colourful and delightful to
smell.

e Choose a wedding cake
that will be as delicious as it is
beautiful to the eyes. If you
can’t decide on a flavour, ask
your baker about having a
tiered cake with a different fla-
vour (chocolate, carrot, lemon,
etc.) for every layer. For a dif-
ferent, sophisticated alterna-
tive to the traditional white
wedding. cake or as a tasty
addition, do as the French do:
Offer a croquembouche-a tower
of cloud-light cream puffs.

e If the idea of a set dinner
menu leaves you yawning, ask
your caterer about the new
trend of food stations, more fun
than a buffet (and less apt to
create guest traffic jams). Each

station can feature a different
course or dish. For instance,
for a Mediterranean-inspired
dinner, one station could offer
a variety of exotic breads, but-
ters, pickles and condiments;
another, cheeses, sliced meats
and olives; another, pasta with
a variety of sauces to choose
from; another, tempting salads;
and yet another, roast lamb,

sliced to order by the chef sta-
tioned there, as well as seafood

kebabs, terrines, etc.

The most recent issue of
Weddingbells magazine is the
Fall 1997/Winter 1998 issue.
Crys Stewart is the editor of
Weddingbells magazine and”
www.weddingbells.com, the
Weddingbells Web site. ‘

Large Seating Capacity
Banquet and Bar Facilities
Low rental rates

Catering Service Available
Air Conditioning
Bartenders Supplied Free
Large Parking Lot

Sorry — No Confetti

. Enjoy your special
_day and leave the
” rest to us!

Taking 1999 Bookings Now

Please Book Early. Don’t Be Disappointed.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
. BRANCH 48
10 LEGION ST., MORRISBURG
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Start off your wedding
engagement in style

“When a couple decide to
marry, it’s an intimate moment
they’ll cherish forever. When it
comes time to let family and
close friends in on the exciting
news, they’ll want to make
their announcement in a
memorable way, too. That’s the
time for an engagement party,”
says Weddingbells magazine
editor Crys Stewart. “Whether
large or small, formal or infor-
mal, the engagement party
serves a number of functions:
It’s the official kickoff to the
whirlwind of activities leading
up to the wedding day; it’s a

19  Getting Married Soon?

@LA&SMB @MGIIIS

Unisex Hairstyling

personal way to spread the
good news; and whether subtly
or with fanfare, it sets the tone
and style for all the wedding-
related activities.”

Planning the party is usually
left to the discretion of the
bride and her parents (or to
the groom’s parents if the
bride’s parents are deceased,
can’t afford it or live too far
away). There are no hard-and-
fast rules of etiquette on the
ideal number of guests to
invite or location for the party,
although limiting the guest list

l’.l‘

For that special day -
That special look
TOTAL HAIR CARE
FOR THE ENTIRE
BRIDAL PARTY!

2

"Let us bring out the best in you"
East End Promenade, Morrisbur

543-2330

Blow-Out Sale

Selected Wedding Gowns

*199-°399

to family members and close
friends and holding the event

in the home of the bride’s or

groom’s parents seem to be
most popular choices.

How the couple decide to
surprise their guests is up to
them, in consultation with the
hosting parents. They may
agree to keep guests in sus-
pense until the bridal couple
have made a speech at the
height of the party; publish
their news symbolically
through party decorations
emblazoned with their names
or entwined initials; or simply
greet each guest at the door
with a welcome and a “Guess
what?...” It’'s a time-honoured
tradition that the father of the
bride acknowledge the
announcement with a toast to
his daughter and her fiancé.
Then the groom-to-be stands
and acknowledges the toast,
graciously thanking first his
fiancé’s father and then the
guests for their good wishes.

For All Your

Wec[a/mg Snvitations
o and

6/46669907"168

by Forever Yours
or Rainbow Collection

We offer a

10% DISCOUNT
OFF BOOK PRICES
On Complete Wedding Orders

The Morrisburg
¥ eabder

MORRISBURG VILLAGE PLAZA
TEL: 543-2987

With This
Jrus,
Ring
Long after the champagne’s finished and
the guests have gone, your wedding band
will last on and on. That’'s why you should
take special care when choosing the
symbol of the love you share. We have an

exciting selection of rings for him and her
at sensible prices.

For wedding bands, engagement rings,
and other jewellery of enduring value, be

L 2 2

sure to see us first.

Also we have wonderful wedding
gift ideas, wedding accessories,
gifts for attendants and more.

T4
Annable’ S ,Iff
Jeweller

Mother’s 10-60% off

Sale applies to in-stock items - 10% off orders

CLASSIQUE BRIDALS

Kim Link » Winchester « By appointment « 774-5543
“*" & - | 513 Main Street
(@ A

“l ‘) -

\,-.._. 3

f ’)
,«5!\’

Winchester 774-2102
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Involving his Mum
in the wedding

How to make sure you get off
to a good start? Involve her in
the planning, no matter how
far away she lives. Taking the
initiative and inviting assis-

\tance before it’s offered will
strengthen the bond between
you and your new family for
years to come.

Here are some easy ways to

make the groom’s mother feel

wanted:

e If she enjoys gardening,
ask her expertise in selecting
flowers and designing center-
pieces. If she’s well-organized
and the wedding is taking
place in her area, she could
help make arrangements for
out-of-towners’” hotels and
activities.

e Strike the right chord.
Find out your future mother-

in music; incorporate those
tunes into a list for your musi-

~ You can have your best
b friend (male or female), your
L brother, your sister, your
f father, even your grandfather
1as your best man (or “honour
hittendant,” if female) if you so
fesire. You can even have two
Flonour attendants, rather
than one best man. This role
bntails a lot of responsibility,
50 choose sofneone who is reli-
table, hard-working and a real
*swell guy (or gal). He (or she)
! will be a lot of help to you with
some of the bigger jobs requir-

. ing a good second opinion
- and/or another pair of arms or
set of wheels. Two-man tasks
might include checking out for-
- malwear, limousines, catering
equipment and hotel accommo-
dations for out-of-town guests;

in-law’s sentimental favourites -

cians or DJ to play at the
reception.

e Help her feel involved.
Make sure she’s invited to the
shower and other prewedding
gatherings. Another welcoming
idea: Arrange a “females only”
family luncheon to discuss
wedding details.

® Don’t forget something bor-
rowed, something blue. Your
mother-in-law may be a perfect
source for these traditional
necessities, providing an
adornment for you to wear on
your wedding day (perhaps an
accessory she wore at her cere-
mony, or a family heirloom).

e Say it in writing. Send
your husband’s mother a
thank-you postcard from the
honeymoon to let her know you
appreciated her ideas and
assistance with your wedding.
You're sure to return to a
warm family welcome!

Choosing groom’s
wedding party

picking up liquor orders; and
helping to decorate the cere-
mony and/or reception sites.
The traditional rule of
thumb is that there should be
one usher for every 50 guests.
However, it is not necessary to
have an equal number of ush-
ers and bridesmaids. Not
always do good friends and
honoured relatives measure
out equally between bride and
groom. Every wedding proces-
sion can have its distinctive
style. If there is one more
usher than maids, for instance,
perhaps one maid can precede
a pair of ushers, or the ushers
can both escort the maid, one
on either side of her. Don’t
comprise your wedding party
‘selection for the sake of
symmetry.

Shower Power Punch

This delicious “punch for a
bunch” will serve up to fifty
125 millilitres (4 oz.) serv-
ings. Easy to put together, it
is ideal for a bridal shower or
can be served at the wedding
as is, or as an nonalcoholic
punch by omitting the vodka.
2.5L (80 oz.) cranberry juice
187.5 ml (61/4 oz.) can frozen
orange juice
187.5 ml (61/4 oz.) can frozen
grapefruit juice
187.5 ml (6 1/4 oz.) can frozen

lemonade juice
2 - 750 ml (24 oz.) bottles
soda water

2= 750 ml (24 oz.) bottles gin-

ger ale 2
1 1.2 L (40 oz.) bottle of
vodka (optional)

Serve in large punch bowl.
Decorate with floating slices
of oranges and limes. This
punch can be made ahead of
time, leaving only the soda
water and ginger ale to be
added at the last minute.

WILLIAMSBURG

Bride and Groom Reygistry

Thousands of great gift ideas
for your new life together!
* For more information call 613-535-2845

Complete
Rental Service

Available

FREEMAN

FORMALWE AR
Tuxedos starting at $89.00 + Taxes

HOURS
MON-THURS. & SAT. 96

CASSELMAN

SHOE STORE

e Suits

e Tuxedos
& Accessories

For All
Special
Events

MORRISBURG
VILLAGE PLAZA
543-2556
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mmmmxmmmm  has been helping the groom

Visit our Freeman Formal Wear Showroom - No appointment necessary
Freeman offers more selection and depth of stock than any other

New
Styles -
“More
full-back
vests”

The CountryBoy Shop

and his wedding party to the
altar for 26 years.

SEE WHAT YOU ARE RENTING

company in Canada
Dan and Joel will ensure your perfect measurements

Register early and save!
| Lock in 1997 prices today

Whether you need your tuxedo rentals next week, next month or
next year, register your group by Valentine'’s Day, Saturday, Feb. 14,
1998. One order with a $20 deposit locks in 1997 prices for your
entire party.

494 Main St. East
Winchester
774-3341

(Fax 774-6407)

Store Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9 to 5:30;
Friday 9to 9;
Saturday 9to 5

DRESSES
1998 styles
arriving
daily

Bridesmaid Showroom
New styles « New colors « New fabrics

DRESS COMPANY LIMITED * Dresses from $142.00 + Slimming straight designs
known for their quality fit and « Fashionable A-line styles ¢ Sizes 3 to 25 « A seamstress on the premises
competitive prices

i We also carry mother of the bride and
494 Main St. East aroom dresses

Winchester We offer dyeable shoes and purses
=== T74-3341 by Satin Party
The Cou ntryGlrI\ o A For personal service,
AW aRE " Monday-Thursday 9 to 5:30; drop in and see us at
Friday 9 to 9; ~

Saturday 9 o 5 The CountryGirl

............
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