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The Iroquois Post Brings You 

0Jay your holiday be bright with happiness ... warm with love and friendship ... 

and festive with the traditional joys of the season. To our many friends ... a special "Thank you" 

for the privilege of serving you. We pledge our best efforts to serve you better. 

Second Class Registration No. 1361 
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(brist 
ts Jorn ... 

Let us rejoice 
and join together with 

Christmas spirit 
to celebrate His birth. 

Watson's o 
m 

GENERAL STOR E 

DIXON'S CORNERS 652-4 015 

rlrnila5 
Jlay its message of 

joy and peace 
c;:._ ...,.._,_... remain with you and yours, always. 

Rooney Feeds 
IROQUOIS 652-4382 

Greetings! Just a friendly note to say 

We wish you the merriest Christmas Day! 

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF 

Cardinal Motor Sales 
CARDINAL 651-4143 

fu~~, · 
·,. 

%rm ones. ,·_ ' 

And thanks _.· 

for your 
continued 
good will 

How to Make 
A Christmas 
Scrapbook 

Here's a great idea for 
salvaging those used or left
over Christmas gift wraps. 

You may use a regular 3-
ring loose-leaf notebook, or 
cut cardboard to any size 
you like, for the covers. If 
you make your covers. you 
can punch holes in them 
later and put covers and in
side pages together with 
left-over Christmas ribbons 
(press them smooth first) . 

Cover notebook or card
board with gift-wrap paper. 
You can press used or left
over Christmas wrap paper 
smooth with an iron, set on 
very low heat. Measure 
notebook, taking the height 
and width of front and back 
covers. Add 1" overlap to all 
four sides. Cut out of one 
piece of paper, or two if you 
use two pieces of cardboard. 
Notch the corners. Using 
rubber cement, or any 
household glue, glue paper 
to outside covers of note
book, centering between the 
notched corners. Then glue 
overlaps to inside of covers. 

. . . 

- I 

Measure exact dimensions 
of inside covers. Cut out one 
piece of gift wrap for each 
(this could be a contrast 
pattern) and cement into 
place, covering overlaps. 

Select a scene from a 
Christmas card and glue to 
the center of front cover. 
Trim the .edges. if you like, 
with leftover ribbon, gold 
braid, or tape. 

For the inside pages, use 
your imagination! Group 
the Christmas cards you 
want .to save on the pages, 
and glue them to paper 
(construction paper would 
be good for this) . Put in 
souvenirs of Christmas par
ties, and photos. 

You'll have a Christmas 
Scrapbook to cherish and 
remember! ' 
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and 
confidence. 

L7 
W. C. Stewart 

IMPEIIAL OIL 
IIOQUOIS 652-4592 
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ee what a de]ightfu] memory-album you can make 
when you create your own Christmas Scrapbook! See 
directions in story and fo11ow diagram, right. 

Photo from Norcross Design Studio 

THE BEAN KING 
In parts of France, Spain, and Mexico they still eat a 

special 12th Night cake, in which a single bean has been 
concealed. The finder of the bean is hailed as Bean King 
- a survival of an ancient pagan custom which chose the 
King of the Saturnalia by lot in this way. 

An old 
fashione 
wish from 
to you, dear ~ ,: 
friends. May 
your joys he many. 
And, special thanks. 

Viola & Ed Beckstead 
IROQUOIS 652-4126 

-.eef-ings 

It's Santa .. . se t to pass around our 
message: Merry Christmas and special 

thanks for your kind patronage. 

Carl Banford 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

IIOQUOIS 652-4812 



Dutch Celebrate 
Feast of Sinterklaas 

that each gift be accompa
nied by a fitting poem. For 
the essence of Sinterklaas 
is sheer fun - with kidding 
expected between all ages 
and social groups. Presents 
are often hidden all over 
the house - and those who 
get them must be willing to 
work hard for their sur
prise. The poems that come 
with the gifts are expected 
to play good-natured jokes 
on the giftees and they 
must be read aloud. After
ward, each person says a 
loud "Thank you, Sinter
klaas ! " - which is indeed 
the way the Hollander feels 
about this merry and very 
special Christmas festivity. 

Pat.ron Saint of Amsterdam Was Born in 
Asia Minor; Famed as Child Benefactor 

For centuries, the Feast 
of Sinterklaas has been 
unique as a Dutch and 
Flemish event, honoring St. 
Nicholas' Calendar Day on 
December 6, but celebrated 
on the eve, December 5. 

Why is St. Nicholas' in
fluence so strong in Hol
land? Primarily because he 
was the patron saint of 
merchants and sailors. The 
actual Saint lived from 271 
A.D. to December 6, 342 or 
343, so that his Calendar 
Day honors the date of his 
death. He became famous 
as the Archbishop of Myra, 
in Asia Minor. and per
formed many good and 
saintly deeds . Legend tells 
us he performed miracles as 
well, such as calming stormy 
seas, dropping dowries into 
the shoes of penniless maid
ens, and saving children 
from dire harm. He is now 
the patron saint of the city 
of Amsterdam. 

All Dutch children believe 
that Sinterklaas, as the 
saint is now known, lives in 
Spain, where he spends 
most of the year recording 
the behavior of all children 
in a big red book, while his 
servant Piet (Pete) stocks 
up on presents for the next 
December 5. After mid-No
vember, Sinterklaas mounts 
his milk-white steed, Piet 
swings the sack full of gifts 
over his shoulders. and they 
board a ship to sail for Am
sterdam harbor and a for
mal welcome by the May
or and prominent citizens. 
Then comes a fabulous par
ade through town. watched 
live and on TV by people all 
over the country. 

At night Sinterklaas rides 
across Holland 's rooftops 
and Piet distributes gifts 
and candy - in exch~ng_e 

for the 11ay or carrot which 
children leave for the horse 
in each little shoe that's left 
by the fireplace. 

A Sinterklaas present is 
not a bit like an early 
Christmas present. Dutch 
tradition demands that all 
packages be camouflaged in 
some imaginative way, anc:i 

May the spirit of 

Chd tmas remain in 

your hearts all 

through the holidays. 

And A Happy New .Year 

Johnston Motor ~ales 
~ . 

KEMPTVILLE 258-3403 
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RONDE!., Adoration of the l\Iagi. This 16th Century 
Spanish tapestry in the unusual roun<l shape is embroi
derC'd in silk and metal thread on canvas. Its actual 
diameter is just 12¼ inches. From The Metropolitan 
'.\I use um of A rt, purchase, Rogers Fund. 

/. c · 
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Greetnt 
ol/ere's hoping that all of you 

whose patronage we value so highly enjoy 
the Christmas season to the fullest. 

Allison Import Shoppe 
MORRISBURG 543-3132 

*) 

!) 
Dincere wishes that 

the joys of Christmas 

be abundantly yours. cnr1stJ.\J.S 
Lorne Mellan 

BRINSTON 
989-5480 

MORRISBURG 

A time of joyousness ... a time · 
to wish everyone the blessings of this holy season. 

St. Lawrence Medical Clinic 
543-2963 
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New 
Cookbook 
Takes Tour MERRY CHRISTMAS 

by lack Wilcox 
Let's take time out for a 

book review. 

Variety is the spice of 
life, and jt's also the essence 
of a new and gorgeous 
meat cookbook with full 
color illustrations, being 
dist1·ibuted by the Checker
boa rd folks. 

For example , the book 
outlines 1· e c i p e s from 
F ran_ce, Spain, Germany, 
Latvia , Hungary-from just 
about all over - and tells 
how the peoples of these 
lands prepare pork dishes 
for variety. 

The real beau ty of th e 
~ok is the use, in th e re
cipes, of everyday ite ms 
already on your kitchen 
she lf. You don't have to 
get to a gourmet market-
1>lace to order Scandi navian 
truffl es soaked in Bolivian 
Ha~ kberry wine. 

The book, p1·epared for 
Checkerboard Kitchens bv 
Purina's Gertude Kahl ;1 
top notch hom e econon;ist 
and nutritionist, is availahlt• 

~ i l ir'S · 
C-HRi STtv1A5 ! 

HAPPY NEW VEAR 

BEST WISHES 

TO ALL OUR EMPLOYEES, 

THE MEMBERS OF 

THEIR FAMILIES, 

OUR PENSIONERS 

A ND ALL OUR FELLOW 

CITIZENS 

Santo's delivering 
our message 

to all-hove 

The Management of Caldwell Linen Mills, a division of dominion textile Ii m ited 

CODE'S 
GE NER AL STO RE 

BR/NST ON 652-4606 

Loads of 
Good 

· Wishes 
at 

l'nl . • ~ ' ~4,\..Al)U6 

«,-~ S anta is taking 
~ stock of our 

-'-
' season's wishes 
• to o ur man y 

apprecia ted customers . 

from the book store in 
town. It's distributed by 
McGraw-Hill in Tornnto. 
The name is "Amel"ican 
Heirloom Pork Cookbook". 

But an inte1·esting twist 
is i ts availability from the 
man with the checkerboard 
necktie as well. That 's 
where the count ryfolk can 
beat out the townpeo1>le. 

The p1·ice, at $5.95, make~ 
a fine addition to the kitch
en library. 

A g1·eat gift item as 
well, and certainly one that 
newlyweds would be de
lighted to have. 

And if you're one who 
has noticed that pork is 
attractively 11riced these 
days, there is an added 
onus in the cookbook which 
discusses "managing the 
budget attractively". 

Dominion Stores Ltd. 
Morrisl,1rg Shopping Ce■ tre 

543-2B02 

Jack Wilco .r , Toronto man
agement co11.~ultant a11d 
father of t'ive, is a cheva -

~hristmas 
@reetings 
We hope you and yours 

have the Merriest 

Christmas ever in the 

grand tradition of 

the Yuletide season! 

Iroquois 
Council 

K e n K irkby 
Jack F etterly 
J a c k Save r 
H elen Smith 
J im Sty !es 

lier of the Confrerie de la 
Chaine Des Rotisseurs, the 

world's first gourmet so
ciety founded in 1248 A.D. 

CRAFT HOUSE 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAll 

IROQUOIS R.W. MARTIN, prop. 



On the morning of Boxing day (December 26) and New Year's day, Nassau really goes native with 
its colourful junkanoo parade. Held on downtown Bay trect, junkanoo is a ka leidoscope of sound 
and spectacle, combining a bit of Mardi Gras and ancient African tribal rituals. The celebration 
highlights the Christmas season in Nassau. 

Christmas season in Bahamas 
Unique experience for Visitor 

NASSAU, Bahamas-What 
makes Christmas differ

ent in the Bahamas? 

Is it the rhythmic tempo of 
street dancers and the gay col
ours of the cason? Or is it the 

Here, beneath the lamplight's glllw, 
we gather to joyously sing out, "Hello," 
To you and all those you hold dear, 
a holiday filled with lots of cheer! 

Iroquois Fire Dept. 

,// 
· . .:' .. -··,>. 
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IROQUOIS M. Storey, Chief 

sound of cowbell, and goat 
skin drums heralding the junk
anoo parades? 

Well, in this lovely part of 
the world. Christmas calls for 
all of that. But the real differ
ence hinges mainly on the 
manner in which Bahamians 
i11 this wnny an:hipelago go 
about preparing for that once 
a year occasion. 

Strange as it may ,eem, 
getting the family anJ house 
ready is often carried out with 
the maximum amount of se
crecy. 

"Your neighbours are not 
allowed to know your plans 
since part of the excitement is 
surprising and surpassing the 
others with what you have 
done and the skill you display 
in doing it," is the way an old
timer puts it. Come Christmas 
morning, the front door is 
swung wide open and the wel
come mat is put outside. New 
curtains ripple softly in the 
breeze and the new furniture 
and renovations are displayed. 
Congratulations from friends 
and neighbours make it all 
worthwhile. 

Christmas tree hunting is 
another ceremony that takes 
the entire family to the pine 
grove to cut that right tree. 
This is about the only time of 
the year that the pine forest is 

Christmas Supplement 1972 - The Iroquois Post 
given so much attention. Mean- a.m. and continue non-stop for 
while, preparing the Christ- four hours when the sunligh t 
mas meals demands the help begins to diminish the incom-
of the entire family. The fruits parable magic of junkanoo 
for the Christmas cake are col- perpetuated by the semi-dark-
lected and soaked in native ness on historic old Bay Street. 
rum weeks in advance. In ad- Junkanoo me a ns people 
dition, a pig is butchered arid dressed in colourful costumes 
shared among friends. Some- and head dre ses depicting per-
times, too, that extra goat ends sons in history, animals or 
up as a sizzling mutton on the objects often in unconven-
fire hearth. tional shapes and sizes. 

Late Christmas evening, as Visitors to the Bahamas 
the sun begins to disappear during the yuletide season find 
slowly below the horizon, an it a great experience. And if 
exciting sound takes to the they come a bit early the ex-
streets of Nassau. You hear citement of pre-holiday prepa

cowbells, goat skin drums, 
whistles - and then you see 
dancers in colourful fringed 
cos!Umes all getting together 
and -heading towards Bay 
Street. In a few hours, Boxing 
Day (also a public holiday 
here) arrive and the annual 
Junkanoo Parade gets under
way. 

The parades held December 
26 and January I begin at 4 

--~
d' 

-:-;, 

ration is er:ticing and con
tagious. 

SYLLABUB, ANYONE? 
That popular holiday

party drink known as egg
nog is a modern version of 
an old English drink called 
syllabub, which was a spiced 
mixture of wine and milk . 

Peace ... Gjoy 
May the many blessings of 
Christmas dwell with us ... always. 

Fairbairn's Funeral 
BRINSTON 
6S2-4115 Home MORRISBURG 

543-2211 

joyous season surround you. May your 

holiday be merry and your happiness enduring. 

C(;~ gou {or gour palronage. 

Royal Canadian Legion 
And A Happy New Year 

IROQUOIS Br. 370 Van Allen's Garage IROQUOIS 652-4435 
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-+Cini-Skirt 
Christmas 

It was the night before 

Christmas 

And there in the house 
Not a creature was stirring 

Not even a mouse, 

I went off to bed 

Hung my stocking with care 

For I was quite sure 

Santa wou Id be there 

He c ame with a roar 

Right out of the blue 
He didn't drive Reindeer's 

He had a Ski-Doo 

Mrs. Santa came down 

Her cheeks like a rose 

A smile on her face 

And a drop at her nose 

She said ' Hi Folks ' 

This is all something new 

That old man of m ine 

Is sick with the flu 

I ' ve been driving all night 

I'm as cold as can be 

I c ould real l y do 

With a nice cup of tea, 
Merry Christmas to all 

She said with a yawn 

Never come down a chimney 

With a Mini-Skirt on, 

Merry Christmas 
We rejoice in the sound of the words and the glory 

of the message : "- on earth peace, ~oodwill to men." 
But we do not always feel the meanmg in our hearts 
and put it to work in our lives. 

One who did was Henry Van Dyke, the late Ameri
can clergyman. writer, and poet whose famous "Story 
of the Other Wise Man" has brought joy and inspira
tion to thousands of people over the years. Among his 
writings is a piece called "The Spirit of Christmas," 
and we think you'll like it as much as we did. We are 
happy to print it, from us to you: 

" We are thinking of you today because it is 
Christmas . . . and tomorrow because it will be 
the day after. and so on through the year. We 
may not • be able to tell you about i t every day, 
but that makes n o difference, the thought and 
the wish will be here just the same .. . " 

"Because it is Christmas" - so many things follow. 
"Because it is Christmas" - the world stands still for 
a while, in reverent memory of the Christ child's birth. 
" Because it is Christmas" - we hope anew for peace 
on earth, goodwill to men. " Because it is Christmas" 
- we resolve that the Spirit of Christmas will stay 
with us throughout the year. 

Of course, the Spirit of Christmas should not be 
confined to a single day - nor is it. For all those who 
truly believe in "good will to men" honor it in their 
hearts and live it in their lives, every day of the year. 
They cherish the continuing warmth of friendship, 
the ever-new rebirth of the Babe who lived to teach 
us peace and love. And though friends may be far 
away or seldom met, that too "makes no difference" 
- the steady flow of hope and good will continues to 
bind together those who put their trust in the power of 
loving kindness, and in all that we mean by humanity. 

I 

earolers singing out the glad 

tidings. They add to the 

season's joy, rekindle 

traditions. We join them to 

greet the season 

with warm fellowship. 
~ .· 

From The Management and Staff of 

G&S Construction Ltd. 
BEST WISHES 

lllOQUOIS 652-4865 

THE ATIVITY - a detail of the altar frontal at The 
Cloister . German tapestry, dating from third quarter of 
the 15th Century. From the Life of the Virgin. Done in 
wool, silk, and metallic threads on a linen warp. The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, gift of Charles F. lkle. 

ciDe're hoping the holiday brings you 
many joys shared with loved ones. 

It has been a pleasure to serve you. 

Bank of Montreal 
IROQUOIS 652-4351 

cnrislMl§ . 
. G~EF1iNG£ 

- ~ 

i~ : 

Fill up the · f 
holidays with ' ' many happy memories. · r 
Our thanks for letting us serve you. 

Prunner 's Esso 

~ 
.. C 

1 
:•:-:::••' 

lllOQUOIS 652-4566 



Christmas Cards 
From Long Ago 

About a hundred years ago, Christmas card messages 
were apt to be expressed in rather quaint verse. Here are 
several reprinted recently in the Illustrated London News. 

From an elaborate card of the 1880's: 
Come welcome again 
The King of Seasons all 
For Christmas doth reign 
With hearty good cheer. 
Success to next year 

-~:":.;,.,-

l'.'!i ti- i' 41~1'<~~f ;: 
n '( ever-present joy to you. 

C. & L. Feeds 
BRINSTON 652-4266 

:··,·d ... x .. ,w• ., '/ ~:::, •.. ,, . .,... ., -<~:::;::_:,'..:':::~_-·' ·, :F'-"< 
It is our warmest wish that your holiday 
be filled with peace of mind, 
good health, and much ;oy. 

FROM MANAGEMENT AND STAFF Of 

Daffodil Coffee Shop 
IROQUOIS 652-4539 

Happy holidays friends, neighbors! 
Thanks for allowing us to serve you often. 

S. & F. Markets Ltd. 
IROQUOIS 652-4814 

Coptic Customs 
Rule in Ethiopia 

Ethiopia-is a land which 
has been Christian for some 
1600 years. The Ethiopian 
Orthodox Coptic Church, 
which has much in common 
with other Eastern Rite 
churches, such as the Greek 
and the Russian, is the es
tablished church of the na
tion. In its interesting and 
unusual customs, which are 
a blend of Christian, Heb
raic, and pagan traditions, 
there are many unusual 
rites and ceremonies. cen
tering on the important 
Church festivals of Christ
mas and Epiphany. 

Today, in Ethiopia, cus
toms of the Western cele
bration of Christmas are 
beginning to find popular
ity, so that Santa Claus is 
becoming a familiar figure, 
Christmas trees are being 
set up and decorated. and 
gifts are being exchanged. 
All this is done, however, 
according to the dates of 
the old Julian calendar, 
which is the one followed 
in Ethiopia, so that they 
celebrate Christmas on 
January 7th. 

In this connection, it is 
interesting to know that the 
year in Ethiopia consists of 
13 months, starting on Sep
tember 11, when spring be
gins. There are 12 months 
of 30 days each, plus a short 
month of 5 days, known as 
Pagumen. This comes just 
before the New Year. 

However westernized the 
Ethiopian Christmas may 
become. the people are not 
likely to change their ob
servance of important reli
gious festivals. In the month 
of January, known as Tirr, 
the Coptic Church observes 
4 festivals - the first being 
Christmas, but even more 
important is Epiphany, or 
Timket. This has, as its 
main feature , the blessing of 
water and the sprinkling of 
it on the assembled faith
ful - a re-enactment of 
Christ's baptism by John 
the Baptist. On the previous 
day, all is made ready, Bells 
ring, trumpets blow. and 
drums roll as the priests 
carry the sacred "Tabot" 
out from the church to a 
special carpeted tent, where 
it remains overnight until 
time for the priests to bring 
it forth for the ceremony. 

The "Tabot" is the most 
sacred object in the church. 
It represents the Ark of the 
Covenant, which, according 
to tradition, was brought to 
Ethiopia from Jerusalem by 
Menelik. son of King Solo
mon and the Queen of She
ba. The Tabot is really a 
portable altar holding the 
sacred vessels for celebrat
ing the Eucharist, and is al
ways carried concealed un
der crimson cloths, on the 
heads of the priests. 

Old-Fashioned 
Christmas 

Wishes 
Share in this 

holiday's joys with 
the folks you love best. 

Jack's of 
Cardinal 

CARDINAL 6S1-4182 
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Re-echoes from wall to wall . · 

This one is from a card of 1878: 
Happy Christmas to thee, dearest 
Dwelling ~n thy happy home, ' 
And we wish for thee, how fondly, 
Many long bright years to come. 
May such friends be thine as ever 
Seek thy pleasure as their own : 
And if sorrow must come nigh thee 
May's t thou never weep alone. 

And here's another: 
'T i s now a bright and jovial time 
For friends together meeting 
But those whom fate doth separate 
Must take a friendly greeting_ 
Then let me hope my missive may 
Serve as a welcome token 
Of all the loving words I'd say 
Could'st thou but hear them spoken! 

k you gather with your 
dear ones arouml the Christmas 
tree, accept our heartfelt 
wishes for a wonderful holiday. 

Management and Staff at 

Seaway Gas Bar 
IROQUOIS 6S2-4091 

. .. may it bring you and yours 

lasting peace, joy and blessings. 

Casselman' s Shoes 
MORRISBURG 543-2S56 
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Candles Light the Way 
Throughout the Ages 

Although it has been said 
there was no candle to light 
the manger in the stable at 
Bethlehem, still from early 
times people have placed 
tapers in windows to light 
the way for the Christ 
Child and welcome ,Him. 

In many countries, any
one coming to the door at 
Christmastime was invited 
to enter. For some believed 
that Christ Himself would 
appear at a house with a 
candle, concealing his iden
tity, to learn the extent of 
their kindness. 

Candles have inspired 

For your 
Christmas . .. 
an abundance 
of wondrous delights. 

Robert 
Stephenson 

BRINSTON 652-4710 

LJ·r ril. 
Merry ~ 

Christmas 
Ring out, 

sing out hearty 
good wishes 

for holiday cheer. 

A 

JLENT IGHT cawlle features the words arHl mu ic of 
tlw famou Cl,ri stmas carol . Photo from Hallmark 

men throughout the ages, gious institutions to keep 
linking their bright glow swarms of them. According 
with the beauty of faith. to an early writer, the wax 
Research by Hallmark can- represented Christ's body ; 
die expert John Sinjem re- the wick, His soul; and the 
veals that candles were flame His divine nature. 
generally used at Christ- The religious symbolism 
mastime as far back as the of the candle grew through 
11th Century. Until the 18th the centuries after early 
Century they were made Christians, huddled in the 
primarily from tallow or damp chill catacombs of 
beeswax. The latter was Rome, used lighted candles 
preferred, as an emblem of as a source of comfort. 
Mary's purity, for wax is 
the product of virgin bees. 
Many persons believed that 
bees came from heaven, and 
it was not unusual for reli-

:::-

N('lf' Candle Materials 
In 1750 a substance from 

the head of the sperm whale 
was found to be superior to 
tallow and beeswax. Later, 
in 1850, paraffin wax was 
developed and combined 
with stearic acid to make 
candles of the modern type . 

Bayberry candles with 
their delicate scent are es
pecially popular at Christ
mas. and they are said to 
bring good tuck to the home . 
The bayberry candle is 
uniquely American. Bay
berry bushes grew in great 
a bundance in the new 
world and after learning to 
extract -' the greenish wax 
from the wild bayberries, 
the Pilgrims used it to make 
candles. 1 

Ear I Baker's Texaco 
MORRISBURG 543-3133 

Christmas renews in 
the hearts of mankind the joy 

~ and wonder of the s~epherds 
.. ~ as they watched by night ·. . . 
the all-pervading love of the Saviour. 

Smith's Dairy 
MORRISBURG S43-2081 

GLAD 
CHRIBTMAB 

TIDINGS 
Rejoice! It 

is the season to 
celebrate His birth. 

Garnet's 
Taxi 

IROQUOIS 6S2-49S9 

Scots Celebrate 
Hogmanay, Day 
Of First-Footing 

What's Hogmanay? It's 
the Scottish name for New 
Year's Eve - and first foot
ing is what they call the 
tradition that dictates Scot
tish hospitality for the New 
Year celebration. 

The first person to cross 
the threshold of any house 
on that occasion is sup
posed to do so bringin~ gifts 
to his or her host - gifts of 
food or coal, both tokens of 
warmth and friendliness . In 
return, the first-footer re
ceives a drink. 

But that's not all. People 
used to compete vigorously 
for the honor of being a 
first-foote r, and ran races 
from door to door . Their 
hosts might or might no~ t?e 
happy to welcome the v1s1-
tors. If the first-footer were 
a woman. it meant bad luck 
for the year. But it was good 
luck if the first person 
across the threshold were a 
man, especially one known 
to have been born feet fore
most-still better if he hap
pened to be dark rather 
than fair. 

Why the word Hogma
nay? That's a mystery still 
- similar words occur else
where, but origins are un
certain, at best. 

~·o.:::..o~==-=~ 

1752 Calendar 
Set Christmas 
Date on Dec. 25 

We know that our calen
dar today is a relatively 
modern institution. But do 
we realize that in earliest 
times, Christmas was cele
brated on January 18? It is 
still so celebrated by the 
Armenian church. Later on, 
the date became January 6 
- and it was only in 1752, 
with the final change to the 
Gregorian calendar, that 
the rearrangement of dates 
placed Christmas Day on 
December 25. 

Some church people in 
England were very indig
nant when this change took 
place - feeling that some
how they had been robbed 
of 11 days and the corre
sponding wages. Some of 
them tried to find out if the 
new date were correct by 
noting whether or not the 
tree called the Glastonbury 
Thorn (supposedly planted 
by Joseph of Arimathea) 
would flower on the new 
date or the old. Sometimes 
the tree bloomed on one day 
and sometimes on the oth
er, however. depending on 
the weather - so that sup
porters of both dates man
aged to keep up the quarrel 
for some time. 

i GREEt:lTIGS 
A sleighful of good wishes 

is coming your way for being such great 

folks and valued patrons. 

IROQUOIS SHOPPING PLAZA 
6S2-4340 

Our wish is simple but sincere ••• 

Ma4 4ou enjo4 a Merr4 Christmas . 

Saver's Ltd. and 
M/M Food Store 

IROQUOIS 6S2-4S01 
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Children's Art Carnival 
Creates for Christlllas 

The Children 's Art Car
n ival in Harlem, in New 
York City, is a lively art 
center teeming with activ
ity-ringing with the sound 
of children's voices, burst
ing with the color and form 
of their creativity. Spon
sored by the Museum of 
Modern Art. it works with 
about 750 children each 
week, from kindergarten to 
high school ages, as t h ey 
come to take lessons in 
painting, collage, sculpture, 
figure drawing, film mak
ing, and sewing. Some 45 
public schools and 75 com
munity organizations are 
participating in the pro
gram of the center. 

CRECHE an<l its makers, all three boys being students at 
the Harlem Art Carnival. Their materials were double
weight cardboard, paint, and glue. A b it of collage wa 
part of their technique in creating this t raditional 
Christmas decoration . Pho to fro m Harlem A rt Carn ival 

What the children paint 
and create is directly re
lated to their feelings about 
themselves, their family, 
and what goes on around 
them. So it is natural that 
the weeks prior to Christ
mas bring forth paintings 
that show Santa Claus, 
Christmas trees. snow 
scenes, and so on. They also 
make ornaments to hang on 
their own Christmas trees 
and decorations for the big 
Christmas party - for ex
ample, the creche made by 
the three teen-age boys 
sh own in picture. 

Easy Way to Say 
Christmas Thanks 

Here's an idea for a won
cierful way for youngsters 
to say thank-you for Christ
mas presents - and m uch 
easier than persuad ing th em 
to write than k-you notes! 

Get someone to take a 
picture of the youngster 
showing him or her holding 
or using the gift. Then get 
him to write just a few 
words of thanks on a piece 
of paper or the photo itself. 
Grandma, or Uncle. is sure 
to be doubly pleased! 

CUJe•re singing oJ ou, wannest wfahes 
to you for a Holiday richly reward
ing in good cheer and happiness. 

Ti llben' s Sales 
s11NsroN and Service 6S2-4648 

At the Carnival , they 
have discovered that the 
most exciting art activities 
for young children are those. 
where materials are avail
able for the child to use as 
he wishes. with as little in
terference from the teacher 
as possible. This freedom of 
action seems to be a real 
contribution to creativity. 

The Executive Director of 
the Carnival is Mrs. Betty 

t.J ~ 

Blayton Taylor, herself a 
well-known black painter, 
who would like to see pro
grams of this kind adopted 
on a nation al basis. 

BA O MISTLETOE 
Mistletoe is almost never 

one of the greens used in 
church decorations. because 
it has always been consid
ered pagan, as the badge of 
the Dr uid. 

May the joys of this 
Christmas season rekind le 
cherished memories, and fill 
your heart with great happiness. 

Pinkus Salvage and 
Auto Parts 

WILLIAMSBURG S3S-27S9 

Hi! Merry Christmas 
May you have a wonderful Christmas, 

bright with happiness and joy. 

Tibben Construction 
IROQUOIS 

On the way to all our customers, 

neighbors and friends, good wishes 

for a warm, wonderful holiday. 

Our "thanks" to everyone. 

We're teaming up 
with Santa and his 

reindeer to bring you 
happy holiday wishes. 

Val's and 
Lillian's 

IROQUOIS 6S2-4891 

From the Managem enl and Statt;a,i,~
1
'.;,,, .. 

IROQUOIS S. A. Thompson and Son 
6S2-4418 
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THE SHEPHERDS ARE TOLD 
OF A SAVIOR LUKE 2:8-17 

From 
THE LIVI G BIBLE 

"That night some shepherds were in the fields out
side the Yillage guarding their flocks of sheep. Sud
denly an angel appem·ed among them, and the land
scape shone bright with the glory of the Lord. They 
were badly frightened, but the angel reassured them. 

"Don't be afraid." he said. "I bring you the most 
joyful news ever announced, and it is for everyone! 
The S,n-ior-yes, the Messiah, the Lord- has been 
horn tonight in Bethlehem! How will you recognize 
him? You'll find a baby wrapped in a blanket lying 
in a manger." 

uddenl~·. the angel was joined by a vast host of 

Goodwill ... 
It's the season for brotherly 
love and peace among all mankind. 
May your Christmas be joyous. 

U. C. 0. Matilda 

IROQUOIS 6S2-4613 

others- the armies of heaven- praising God : 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven," they sang, 
"and peace on earth for all those pleasing him." 

When this great army of angels had returned again 
to heaven, the shephe1·ds said to each other, "Come 
on! Let's go to Bethlehem! Let's see this wonderful 
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told 
us about." 

They ran to the village and found their way to Mary 
and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the 
manger. The shepherds told everyone what had hap
pened and what the angel had said to them about 
this child. 

Snow or No, Ifs 
Always "White 
Christmas" 

The traditional image of 
an outdoor Christmas scene 
brings to mind, for most of 
us. the brilliance of sun
light on snow-covered fields 
and hills. But this is an 
idea that originated in the 
northern parts of Europe 
and America- and of course 
it doesn't really apply to 
the climat.e in many parts 
of our country. 

In southern California, 
for instance, roses are 
blooming at Christmas-in
deed, we all know this if 
only because of the famous 
New Year's "Rose Bowl" 
football game. And in Flor
ida, at Christmas time, 
there's apt to be a hot sun 
beaming down on sand. 

**** However. the image of the 
Whit.e Christmas has taken 
hold everywhere. And so we 
use artificial snow, and gar
lands of Spanish moss in
st.ead of evergreens. Even 
palm trees may be used as 
Christmas trees. which, af -
ter all, relates realistically 
to the climate of the Holy 
Land itself. 
. Even in the north, today, 
1t oft.en happens that snow 

., ;; .. ;- ·: 
.......... )(· 

fails to appear at Christ
mas. But tradition is strong
er than the contrary weath
er. We like the look and the 
idea of snow, and this tra
dition is reflect.ed in our -
holiday decorations and 
greeting cards. The white
ness of snow stands for pur
ity - its coldness suggests 
by contrast the warmth and 
coziness of the fireside and 
family group. And t he mag
ic of ~now falling can lift 
our spirits as it transforms 
the world. covering all that 
is dreary with pure whit.e. 

FIRST CA DLE 
I ACT/l E 

In 1834 a modern candle
molding machine was de
veloped by J oseph Morgan, 
so that candles no longer 
had to be made by a t.edious 
hand-dipped process. 

.. 

PEAa oN EARrn 
Our wish is that this 
season bestow on 
you all it's blessings . 

Macleod 
Comrie & Co. 

MOll#SIUIG 
S43-293S 

),fay you and yours be greatly blessed by the 
spiritual radiance of Christmas. To know 

and serve you is our sincere pleasure. 

Rejoice 
The time of His birth 

is a time for 
rejoicing. May 

the many blessings 

of Christmas be yours. 

Hollywood 
Cafe 

MORRISBUllG 
S43-3012 

Loyalist Hotel 
MORlllSBURG 

The world is 
bright and 
gaily 
decked ... 
Christmas 
has come. 
Spend it in 
joy and in peace. 

S43-2932 

The Black Lumber 
Mo111ssuRG Co. Ltd. s43.21ss 



How to Re-Use 
Gift Boxes, Cans 

Don't be too quick to 
throw out those good boxes 
or cartons that hold your 
family's Christmas gifts -
you can make them into 
handsome containers for 
everything from hair roll
ers to sewing materials. not 
forgetting the canisters and 
cookie tins you can make 
out of those plastic-lidded 
coffee cans! 

Cover your boxes and cof
fee cans with self-adhesive 
plastic. decorate them with 
braid or tape, and label 
them with cut-out letters. 
It's easy to do with self 
stick plastic - just make 
sure surface of box or t in is 
clean and dry. Then cut 
your plastic to fit, allowing 
for an over lap at seams or 
edges, and press it down 
smoothly. Or you can use 
fabric or gift paper. which 
you'll have to glue on. 

It's a great way to "re
cycle" your boxes and cans 
- and you'll h ave attractive 
containers for all sorts of 
things, in kitchen, bath
room, or at desk or phone. 

You can make a pretty 
pencil jug out of a juice can 
. . . and never again have to 
say, "Wait till I find a pen
cil," while you're t alking on 
the phone ! 

Indian Kathakali 
Dance Popular 
with Canadians 

KERALA, India - It is not 
an unusual sight to see a 

number of young Indian men 
working out in gymnasiums 
with dedication and diligence 
throughout India. 

However, unlike .many of 
their counterparts from other 
countries, who may be train
ing for the Olympic Games or 
some other sporting endeavour, 
the Indian lads have quite an
other objective in mind. 

And although they won't be 
running in a race, or perform
ing gymna tic events, these 
men must be in perfect condi
tion for their chosen profes
sion. 

The field is Indian dancing, 
and in some cases, training 
takes from five to seven years. 
As an example, aspirants for 
the Kathakali dance master 
the difficult technique of the 
art fo rm slowly but surely. The 
dance is kneaded in to his sys
tem by a process of massage, 
exercise and technical training. 
The result is extraordin ary 
elasticity of the body. The 
Kathakali dancer, in addition, 
will also have a complete mani
pul ation of the eyes, and con
trol of every face muscle 
which, combined with the flexi
bility of the fingers, endows 
the dancer wi th a vocabulary 
which leaves nothing to be 
desired. 

The technique of Kathakali 
represents India's ancient tradi
tion when dramas were acted 
and sung. The technique is 
more than pantomime and 
dance, combining vivid and 
verile drama, abstract dance 
and an interpretative dance. 
Exclusively performed by men, 
its accent is on the more force
ful aspect of dance. 

The dance which is in vogue 
today evolved from an older 
form sometime between the 
end of the 16th century and 
beginning of the 17th. The 
elaborate costume, strange 
mask-like make-up and gorge
ous crowns, are all reminiscent 
of Kathakali's folk traditions. 
The art of make-up is a heredi
tary vocation, and experts 
spend hours on each face. 
Kathakali has fully emerged 
on the modern stage, and in
struction in the dance is be
ing imparted in major cities 
throughout India by training 
institutions or individual 
masters. 

Have You Ever 
Seen a Galanty? 

This was the old name 
for the shows put on at 
Christmas time by travel
ing entertainers, who pro
jected shadow shows in 
pantomime, using silhou-

etted figures, by means of a 
magic lantern. The galanty 
shows were projected on a 
white sheet, or on the ceil
ing_ But before long, magic 

lanterns became cheap and 
plentiful, so people ~ad 
them in their homes, with 
an array of colored slides -
and this became a popular 
home entertainment. 

Now, many years later, 
and in spite of the attrac
tions of television, the lin
eal descendants of those 
early magic lanterns con
tinue to fascinate us. Who 
hasn't seen a series of color 
slides, usually the well
known "pictures of our 
trip," proudly shown by 
photographer friends? 

S leigh bells. Carols. 
Holly wreaths. Snowflakes. 

And goodwill to men. 

McGillis Hardware 
MORR IS BURG 543 -20 21 
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As we celebrate the birth 

of Christ, may we know 

in our hearts the holy 

joy and wonder of 

the Wise Men 

"' 
long ago. 

. ~{,,~:~, ,,_ 
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ii:· ... 
E. Fitzsimmons" 

FUNERAL HOME 

•:: 

·:~ \ 

IROQUOIS 652- 44 52 

.Rs the wise men following the star, 

found the stable in Bethlehem, may you 

also find new spiritual 

meaning in the joy, 

peace and goodwill 

of Christmas. 

From the Management and Staff at 

Fetterlys' 
IROQUOIS Sales & Service 6S2-4841 
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Make It for ·a Party: Eat It Later 

• @) 

Do<>sn't th e l\1arshm allo1!' 
Wr<>ath lool..· {{ood r>11011gh 

to <'Ut? It r<>a.lly is! 

Make a Marshmallow 
Gumdrop Wreath like our 
photo to use as a center
piece on a holiday table. It 
would be very attractive 
encircling a big candle. 

The base of the wreath is 
a large styrofoam ring, 
which you can buy at the 
dime store, or glue together 
from smaller pieces of foam 
(often used as packing ma
terial). Or substitute any 
porous material-foam rub
ber, leftover plasterboard, 
etc. Cut marshmallows in 
half with scissors, wiping 
scissors with damp cloth 
after each marshmallow is 
cut, to keep blades clean. 

Cut off 1 '., the length of 
each toothpick. and use the 
longer piece, inserting it in
to marshmallow. Place 
marshmallow on foam ring 
and push toothpick through 
marshmallow a nd into ring. 
Leave about ¼ inch ex
posed. Now place smal l 
gumdrop on the exposed 
toothpick. Use red and 
green gumdrops for a gala, 
colorful effect. 

Wilson 'S Jexaco 
IR0QU0IS 652-4441 
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ctCbrtstmas 
Jfilent night, holy night ... May the 

joy of Christ's birth live 
io your heart today a:.1d foreverm,ore. 

W. P. Henophy 
Ltd. 

WILLIAMSBURG S3S-284S 

They Still Speak 
Aramaic, The 
Language of Jesus 

In the village of Ma'lula 
in Syria, where the houses 
of heavy native stone are 
tinted blue, one would hard
ly notice the passage of time 
since the birth of Christ, 
over 2000 years ago. The 
people have changed little, 
m dress and habits, and 
more importantly in their 
speech . For it is here in 
Ma'lula, as well as in two 
other villages in Syria, Jeb
adeen and Bakhaa , that 
one can hear the Aramaic 
language Christ used dur
ing His life on earth. 

Aramaic was spo ken 
throughout ancient Pales
tine. and the lands that are 
now J ordan, Lebanon, Syria, 
southern Turkey, and north
ern Iraq. But after the Arab 
conquest of these lands in 
the seventh century , Ara
maic was gradually replaced 
by Arabic. In Syria, only 
those three villages, all in 
the Qalamon valley not far 
from Damascus, have pre
served the ancient language 
of Christ to the present day . 
The population numbers 
only a few thousand, two
fifths of them Greek Or
thodox, another two-fifths 
Greek, and the rest Moslem. 

Philologists of the Uni
versity of Beirut tell us that 
while the Aramaic dialect 
of these three villages has 
been intermixed with Ara
bic, the villagers would have 
understood. and been un
derstood by, Christ and the 
people of His time. 

Naturally, the people of 
Ma'lula are very proud of 
their Aramaic language and 
take pains to keep it alive 
and flourishing. Many fam
ilies speak only Aramaic to 
their children until the 
youngsters are five years 
old and must go to school, 
where they learn Arabic, 
the national language. 

Outside Syria, Aramaic is 
spoken at Urmia, in Turkey 
. .. by the Chaldean Catho
lics of Bartelle in northern 
Iraq ... and by the villagers 
of Malabar in southwestern 
India . And Aramaic is still 
used in the liturgy of cer
tain church es which began 
in the Middle East, such as 
the Marionites and Syrian 
Orthodox groups. 

/UAGIC GIFTS 
The gifts brought by the 

Wise Men all had magical 
associations : gold for the 
sun myste.ry, frankincense 
as the smoke-maker, and 
myrrh, the healer. 

We sincerely wish 
that you may enjoy 
a holiday season 
full to over
flowing with 
life's best. 

Marzipan: Famed Holiday Sweet 

Marzipan, which is basi
cally a simple combination 
of almonds and sugar. is 
considered the peerless con
fection for holiday tables, 
all over Europe. It appears 
in many forms - not only 
exquisite bonbons. usually 
shaped into fruits and veg
etables, but also as the deli
cious bittersweet ingredient 
in all sorts of cakes and 
cookies and pastries. 

Marzipan has an ancient 
history, having been ere-

a ted by the Persians and 
Egyptians shortly after the 
birth of Christ. It has al
ways been associated with 
elaborate dishes and deco
rations, especially at Christ
mas. Then, bakeries display 
cakes and cookies trimmed 
with holly leaves and fig
ures of Santa Claus in col
ored marzipan. Some of the 
fine patisseries create elab
orate sculptured displays 
showing entire scenes. 

Slf/EDI T-1 CROWN OF CANDLES 
In Sweden, the Christmas season traditionally begins on 

December 13, when a young girl in each house assumes the 
role of St. Lucia, wearing a white robe and a crown of 
lighted candles. The custom goes back to Viking times 
when, under the old calendar, the night of December 12-13 
was the longest of the year. The Lucia girl symbolizes re
turning light. 

'We're building a bonanza of holiday 
wishes for all our friends in the 

commun ity. Thank you and happy holidays. 

Hodgin's Lumber 
M0RRISBURG S43-2969 

May it bring our good 
friends and patrons 

many moments 
rich with 

peace and 
contentment. 

The Management and Staff at 
Vice Furniture 

WINCHESTER 114 - 2800 



Christmas Themes 
From Tapestry Era 
Are Revived Today 

Today's great revival of tapestry work and other needle crafts shows a lively in
terest in sacred subjects, just as many of the famous tapestries of the past were devout 
treatments of Biblical themes, including the Nativity and the Adoration of the Magi. 

Tapestry work itself has a long and fascinating history, as modern weavers and 
embroiderers are discovering. It is defined as a hand-woven, patterned fabric in which 
the weaver shapes one area of color at a time. Basically a simple technique, which 
can be accomplished even on primitive looms, such weaving has been done ever since 
early antiquity. 

The oldest tapestry work known to us is Egyptian. where some of the cloth found 
in tombs was pat terned with lotus flowers and hieroglyphics. A comprehensive history 
would trace it through pre-Christian times to the fine silk hangings made in Byzantium, 
and adapted from there by Islamic artists - plus the pa rallel development in the Far 
East , wh ere tapestries were made by the Chinese and Japanese. But our own tradi
tion is derived from the European , wh'ich has produced such exquisite work as the 
examples reproduced here. 

Although the most dramatic examples are large pictorial wall hangings, tapestry 
has been used for many other purposes, such as covers. cushions. and upholstery . . . 
just as today's craftsmen make chair covers in needlepoint. 

Wool is the most frequently used fiber , though details 
are often done with silk or even gold or silver - and some 
tapestries have been produced entirely in silk. 

Large pictor ial tapestries were generally made by a 
team of weavers. the most skillful of whom specialized 
in faces. They worked from a full size design, or cartoon, 
made by a professional designer, which was traced in out
line on the warp or vertical threads. 

Tapestries used as wall hangings found a wide accept
ance in mediaeval Europe - they gave warmth and color 
to the stark stone walls of castles and. other interiors. and 
they were a type of furnishing easily movable from one 
location to another. 

Crusades Inspired Europeans 
The earliest wool tapestries in Western Europe date 

from the 12th and 13th centuries - when the Crusades 
had made Europeans familiar with the tapestries of the 
East. The first professional tapestry workshop in Paris 
was established about 1263. The earliest surviving product 
of that workshop is a group of large tapestries showing 
scenes from the Apocalypse, now in the Museum of Tapes
tries in Angers, France. Others from the same period in
clude one called "Nine Heroes," now in. The Cloisters in 
New York, and the "Presentation of Christ in the Temple," 
which is in Brussels. All of these reflect the style of the 
Franco-Flemish painting and book illumination of the 
late 14th Century - a composition in tiers and back
grounds covered with initials or flowers. 

Raphael Changed Technique 
With the RPnaissance, however, the technique changed 

completely, when the great painter Raphael designed tap
estries in the manner of Renaissance fresco painting, im
posing the painter's laws on the woven designs. Raphael's 
designs were much admired and repeatedly re-woven dur
ing the 16th and 17th centuries, most often at the great 
workshops in Brussels and other Flemish cities. Other 
workshops were in Italy and France. later in Germany, 
Denmark, and Sweden, and finally in England. 

The weaving of tapestries continued to be a flourishing 
ihdustry throughout the 17th Century. with new designs 
by the great painter Rubens, for the Flemish workshops. 
A new industry was established in France. under Henry 
IV, and in 1662 the royal factory of the Gobelins was 
formed- one of the most famous names in tapestry. 

During the 18th Century, European taste moved towards 
a lighter and more delicate style of decoration. Tapestries 
began to lose favor, and the art reached a low point in the 
19th Century. An excep tion was a revival in the 1880's by 
William Morris in England, who returned to mediaeval 
inspiration in tapestry design, just as the "pre-Raphael
ite" painters and poets did in art and poetry. 

UNICORN TAPESTRY 
Many tapestries of the 15th and 16th centuries portrayed 

secular themes as well as religious ones. Court and hunt
ing scenes were popular, as in the famous "Hunt of the 
Unicorn ," now in The Cloisters, New York. 

Wi!hi!'f t/()(1 {Ju-if•f or 
A season of peace and wonder, 

excitement and joy is Christmas! May 
this spirit of happiness be with you always. 

Diana 'S Flowers 
MORRISBURG 543-2566 

We Deliver Daily To Winche s ter Hospital 

Support 
the 

Merchants 

Advertising 
• 1n 

this 

Newspaper 

Cheerful 
Christmas 

Wishes 
May your Christmas 
be bright with happy 

thoughts of good 
cheer and fellowship. 

CLOSED 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

AND NEW YEARS DAY 

Christmas Supplem ent 1972 - The Iroquois Post 

A Message from Billy Graham 
"God is always with us but at Christmas we are more 

intensel y aware of his presence. He looks out at us from 
the faces of those we love. He speaks to us amid the 
sounds of bells and the anthems of praise. And His great
est gift comes to our h earts anew when we hear the 
beautiful Christmas story once again - and believe." 

(Quotation from a Billy Graham card by Hallmark) 

Best 
Wishes 

<t~/f FOR 
"-"'""''""''"'''°" Christmas 

The folks here have 

a message for you. May 

the season roll in with 

joy and peace. For the 

patronage shown us ... thanks. 

Steinberg Motor Sales 
WILLIAMSBURG 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 

~,-means most V "PJ.at home and hearthside. Thanks 
for letting us help make yours beautiful. 

FITZSIMMONS-FADER 
FURNITURE 

IROQUOIS 652-4511 
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"Arras" Means Tapestry 
Flourishing tapestry workshops often ceased abruptly 

- as did tapestry weaving in Paris, in 1415, after the de
feat of the French by the English at Agincourt. But the 
art would then be re-established elsewhere. in another 
town - as it was after 1415. in Arras. under the patronage 
of the dukes of Burgundy. At Arras. the weavers won such 
a reputation that the name of the town became a synonym 
for tapestry itself. 

The mid-15th Century was a great period in tapestry 
weaving, with important workshops like that at Tournai. 
France, which produced famous tapestries such as the 
"Story of Troy," a series of 11 large hangings, which were 
reproduced by order for several houses of royalty. The 
very composition of these tapestries shows they were 
meant primarily for wall hangings - the artists deliber
ately avoided perspective, keeping the overall proportions 
to a single scale. 

A Io u e tt e Sa I es & Service 
IROQUOIS 652 -4224 
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ffi ay your holiday be filled with 
wonder and all your wishes come 
true. Many thanks for your loyal , 
continued support. 

D. L. Berry & Sons 
WINCHESTER & SOUTH MOUNTAIN 

774-2522 

Blessings 
of the 

Holy Season 
Good.--..Will to All Men. 
May the spirit of His 
message abide ~ith us. 

,.• R. A. 
Beamish 

' Stores 
IROQUOIS 
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} ©ay 
· ... ~·· the spirit 

of the 

Christmas 

season linger on 

·and brighten all your days. 

Floyd Fisher 
REAL ESTATE 

MORRISBURG 54 3-204 4 

., A Christmas bright and 

cheery is our greeting to you. And 
add our thanks for your generous support. 

English's Dry Goods 
IROQUOIS 652-4433 



Willi BEST 

Wisl-lEs 

foR 
Cl-tRiSTMAS 
Holiday prescription: lots 
of family happiness, warmth, 
fun. Our gratitude for your patronage. 

Ron Gilmer Pharmacy 
lllOQUOIS Ltd. 6S2-4319 

(Above) THE AnoRATIO OF 
THE MAc1 - French tap• 

~ 

·¾,P·~..,..;/::1l .;p -,r 

Christmas 
Wishes 

estry of the late 15th Cen
tury. The Metropolitan 

Christmas Dinners in 
The Good Old Days 

How many people today 
could manage·such a menu 
as this one? Here it is, right 
out of the diary of a Dixie 
plantation owner: 

"We had for dinner QYster 
soup, besides boiled mutton 
ham. boned turkey, wild 
ducks, partridges, plum 
pudding. sauterne, burgun
dy, sherry, and Madeira." 

And what gourmet cook: 
would care to cope with this 
one? It was served to 
hearty-eating miners in the 
Rockies in 1858. After oys
ters and pork. which were 
conventional "openers," the 
menu went on to elk. ante
lope. buffalo "smothered" 
and grizzly bear a la mode. 
In addition. there was Black 
Mountain squirrel. prairie 
dog, and mountain rats -
followed with swans, cranes. 
and quail - the whole lot 
accompanied by wines. 

Know What 
"Was ail" Means ? 

This ancient word famil
iar to us from song and 
story, comes from the An
glo-Saxon words "Wes hal" 
- which means "be whole " 
or in more modern terms 
"Good Health." It was used 
as a toast, before lifting 
o_ne's glass - and by exten
~on came to mean a drink
mg song. 

Museum of Art, Lillian 
Stokes Gillespie Collection. 

··,:;t-, ', <fr. \. ---·-.... _ .,;..~,~-.... -
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fflERRY 

May the sweet joys 

of Christmas fill the hearts 
of you and yows. now and evermore. 

Johnny's Spot 
J••· •• , 

IIOQUOIS 
lre■ e ff•ftl•■e ••" f•■ily 

6S2- 2240 

1 
Glad Christmas Tidings 

Let us glory in God's promise of Joy and Peace 

on Earth, Good Will to all men. 

Lloyd C. Davis 
IIISUIAIICE 

lllOQUOIS 

ere comes Santa 
bringing good wishes 
anks to all our friend 

. . . 

. ~ -.* 

6S2-4S61 

Our holiday mail call 
- loy to our friemla. 

ff .A.Strader 
Ltd. 
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Styles & McIntosh 
,1ESCOTT 92S-2119 IIOQUOIS TV SALES ~ SEIVICE 652-4397 
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of 
We hope the Christmas 

promise of a bright future 
is fulfilled for you and your family. 

For your valued patronage, we thank you. 

George Barkley 
IROQUOIS 6S2-4049 

Seely's Hardware 
IROQUOIS 6S2-45S3 

ffiay the inspiration 
of faith and love fill 

your heart with quiet peace 
and happiness. A joyom Noel to all. 

Whittle's Fruit and 
P·oultry Farm 

IROQUOIS 6S2-4508 

Old Pagan Traditions 
Still Honor 12th Night 

Wassailing the Trees 
This unusual torchlight 

ceremony still is observed 
in cer tain parts of England 
on J anuary 17, which is the 
date of "old 12th Night." I t's 
another survival from very 
ancient times, when prayers 
were made to the god of 
trees and fruit. 

Twelfth Night is the pop
ular English name for the 
Feast of the Epiphany, 
which falls on J anuary 6, 
just 12 days after Christ
mas. The word "Epiphany" 
comes from a Greek word 
meaning "appearance," us
ually used in reference to 
the appearance of a deity 
in visible form. 

The earliest reference to 
the festival, according to 
the editors of the Encyclo
pedia Americana, was in the 
later years of the 2nd Cen
tury, when Clement of Alex
andria, in Egypt, spoke of 
certain Christians observ
ing the 6th of January in 
memory of the baptism of 
Jesus. The actual date 
seems to have been chosen 
in order to rival some of the 
popular pagan festivals of 
that day. 

By the beginning of the 
4th century, orthodox 
Christians in the East were 
observing the festival as a 
triple celebration. It became 
an all-inclusive feast. hon
oring the birth and baptism 
of Christ, and His first mir
acle at Cana of Galilee. 

Arrival of the Magi 
particular commemoration 
assigned to Epiphany was 
the visit of the Magi. Dur
ing the Middle Ages, the 
Epiphany festival was wide
ly observed by the perform
ance of miracle plays in the 
churches about the Three 
Kings or Magi. Particularly 
in England, the day was 
marked by dramatic pro
ductions, though not neces -
sarily religious ones. and 
this custom survived into 
the Elizabethan period . 
Shakespeare took the popu
lar name of Twelfth Night 
for his play of that title , 
which was written to be 
performed on that date . 

Since Epiphany concludes 
the Yuletide festivities, and 
its date coincides with 
many ancient pagan cus
toms. it was often celebrat
ed with strange ceremonies 
in which those customs min
gled with Christian rites. 
Some of these old ceremo
nies still exist in parts of 
Europe, where fixed rituals 
may have origins, often 
with an overlay of magic, 
that are lost in the past. 

In the West, however, the 
Up-Hellr-.-Aa Is Norse 

Still celebrated in the 
Shetland Islands is an old 
Viking ceremony known as 
"Up-Helly-Aa." The name 
mean&, "end of the holiday," 
indicating that the event 
comes some time after 
Christmas, actually at the 

; ,...,,.,..,. 
······· . ..,., 
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May the happiness of 
friendships he re

kindled this Christmas. 

Lee's 
Restaurant 

enct or J anuary. 
The ceremony itself is 

very dramatic, since it takes 
place at night, by torch
light. Men in the old wild 
Viking costumes, complete 
with high horned helmets, 
tow a huge 30-foot Norse 
longboat through the town, 
in a torchlight procession ... 
then the boat is set ablaze 
on the beach. 

Haxey · Hood Game 
Haxey is a place in Lin -

colnshire, where they still 
play this famous old hood 
game, on January 6. Its ori
gins hark back to pagan 
times, and the "hood" it
self is thought to represent 
the head of a bull. 

In the game, 13 men take 
part, one called the "fool," 
another the "lord," and the 
eleven others, "boggins." A 
two-team scrimmage takes 
place. the object being for 
each man to succeed in 
placing a folded canvas 
hood into a particular goal, 
one after the other. The 
very last hood, the 13th, 
called "The Ha;;ey,'' has to 
be fought towards the final 
goal - an inn where there 
are drinks for all. 

A glass of cider is thrown 
on the trunk of an old apple 
tree, while toast soaked in 
cider is fastened to the tree 
branches. Then guns are 
fired through the branches, 
while the old invocation, or 
prayer to the tree, is sung. 
Once the evil spirits have 
been frightened away by 
the guns, says the old tra
dition, one can settle down 
to the business of drinking 
cider - a real "wassail." 

GTFT-GTVTNG VA RIES 
In most European coun

tries. families give presents 
either on St. Nicholas' Day, 
December 6, or on Christ
mas Eve, or at Epiphany -
January 6. Only the English 
and Americans customarily 
choose Christmas Day itself 
for gift-giving. 

O n this joyous day, 
we extend to our friends and neighbors, 
the wish for peace and happiness. 
And add a heartfel t thank you to all. 

MORRISBURG, ONT - Phone 543-3122 

To the Christmas season, we soy, 
"Welcome!" To our good friends and patrons, 

we soy, "Thanks and the best of everything always!" 

Royal Bank of Canada 
IROQUOIS 652-4512 
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