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Angels sang, shepherds watched, a Star shone ... 

and in a lowly -manger, a Holy Child was born. In 

the wondrous story of Christmas lies an eternal mes

sage of comfort and joy to all. 

May it bring you abundant blessings. 

Merry Christmas Everyone! 

PRICE 10 CENTS. 
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They Followed 1 heir Star 
But Was It Because Of A Mistake? 

There came wlsemen ••• say• 
ing: We have seen His star and 
are COME TO WORSHIP.''
Matt, 2:1-2. 

By JANE SCOT!' 

The wisemen from the east 
have been immortalized by Holy 
Writ, but they have also been 
popularized by a more modern 
poet. When John H. Hopkins 
wrote the carol: "We Three 
Kings Of Orient Are," in 1857, 
he started a chain reaction 
which is having repercussions 
to-day. 

Thousands of children and 
older folks have been tripped 
up on the question: How many 
wisemen came to worship Jesus? 

Invariably they reply-Three. 
Thus revealing their ignorance 
of Scripture and their familiar
ity with the carols, many of 
which take liberties with the 
poet's license. 

NO MENTION 

Best wishes tor 
the happiest of 
holiday seasons. 

Our sintere grall, 
tude for lhe prlYl
lege of HrYing 1• 

All good luck, 
all good cheer, all good 

things we wish our many 

good friends at holiday time. 
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seek to destroy Him, but wise
men will come from the East 
and the West and the North and 
the South to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth. No power 

on earth shall prevail against 
the Son of God who came as a 
baby to demonstrate God's love 
and redeem His people. 

It is no more possible to ex-

WISHES 
.. Jor a Me"lf Christmas 

jor ~ou and all 
those Dear to ,You ... Ma~ 

this Holida~ 1fme be one 
8reat Jo8 and Happiness ... 
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tinguish His light than to ex
tinguish the star that guided the 
wisemen. Sooner or later, we 
believe, all men will bow before 
Him and crown Him Lord of all. 
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Facts About Christmas 
December 25 was a feast day 

in the calendar of the Romans 
long before the birth of Christ. 

* 

Kissing under the mistletoe 
originated in Babylonian times. 
Mistletoe was considered to be 

the sacred plant of Mylitta, the 
goddess of love and beauty, and 
kissing under the milky-white 
berries was a religious duty. 

* 

If your guests asked you for 
a bowl of Punch, would you 

Colourful Christmas Recipe 
The most important part of 

any children's party is the re
freshments, and these should be 
served after the games - after 
the tots have built up healthy 
appetites. 

Color attracts children, so 
make the table bright with paper 
party hats and crackers. 
Here is a recipe for peanut but

ter cookies which will bring 
grins to the children's faces. 

1 ½ cups sifted flour 
1 tsp. "bicarbonate of soda 
½ cup white sugar 
½ cup brown sugar 
Dash of salt 

½ cup peanut butter 
½ cup butter or margarine · 
1 egg. 
Sift flour and bicarbonate of 

soda together once. Mix to
gether dry ingredients. Add 
peanut butter, butter and eggs. 

Make walnut-sized balls, place 
on greased tray, three inches 
apart, and press down with fork. 
Bake in moderate oven (375 de
grees) until cookies are light 
brown color. 

To give them a festive look, 
dab with different colored ic
ings and sprinkle with jelly or 
candy crystals. 

know how to make this Christ
mas drink which was so popu
lar in the "good old days?" The 
name "punch" is said to be de
rived from the Hindustani word 
"five" and may have been given 
to the drink because of its five 
stable ingredients - spirit, lem
on, water, sugar, and spice. 

* * • 
Christmas records tell us of 

the biggest punchbowl ever seen. 
It was staged in an orange grove 
at Alicante at a party given by 
the Admiral commanding the 
British Mediterranean fleet, and 
the "punchbowl" was actually 
an artificial lake. A boy rowed 
around the lake filling .the 
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glasses for the 6,000 guests. The 
ingredients for this massive 
bowl of Punch were: 4 hogsheads 
of brandy; 1 barrel of Malaga 
wine; 20 gallons of lime-juice; 
8 hogsheads of water; 2,500 
lemons; nearly three-quarters of 
a ton of sugar, and 5 pounds of 
nutmeg. 

* 
Christmas pudding was orig

inally soup - and eaten as the 
first course, instead of as a des
sert. Later, it became known 
as plum pottage, and was a con
coction of boiled beef or mut
ton, raisins, plums and other 
fruits. It was then eaten as a 
breakfast dish. 

* * * 
How about this for a Christ

mas pie? It weighed 168 pounds, 
and was too heavy to be moved 
except on wheels, which were 

was carefully removed with 
feathers undisturbed. After the 
bird had been roasted and al
lowed to cool down, its beak was 
painted with gold and the feath
ered skin very carefully sewn 
into place. 
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In parts of Norway, country 
folk place sheaves of unthresh
ed wheat outside their doors on 
Christmas morning so that the 
birds shall not go hungry - one 
of the loveliest of all Yuletide 
customs. 
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These Ghosts Walk At Christmas 
By BERNARD THORNE 

The ghosts that haunted 
Scrooge in Dicken's famous 
Christmas Carol were only meek 
apparitions compared to some of 
the phantoms that stalk the sha
dows at Christmas in our own 
day. 

The winter climate of Britain 
must be ideal for spooks, since 
it is on that island of grey mists 
that most of the ghosts of Christ, 
mas thrive. 

Many old English halls and 
castles have their legends and 
Christmas phantoms, and Cum
nor Hall near Oxford is among 
the best known. 

Before Cumnor Hall was de
stroyed, the ghost of Amy Rob
sart walked the grounds each 
Christmas for almost 250 years. 

Amy was the wife of Robert 
Dudley, Earl of Leicester. She 
married Leicester when she was 
only 17 years old, but saw little 
of her husband. He was a fav
orite of Elizabeth I and spent 
all his time at Court, leaving 
Amy to live along at Cumnor 
Hall. 

It soon became rumoured in 
Court circles that Elizabeth and 
Leicester wanted to be· married. 
This, of course, was impossible, 
since the earl was already mar
ried to Amy. 

No one knew how it happened, 
but soon after Amy was found 
dead at the foot of the great 
staircase at the Hall. 

ACCUSING STARE 

But Leicester had not seen the 
last of Amy. The following 
Christmas her pale shape ap
peared near the staircase where 

she had died, and she returned 
every Christmas, to stare tragi
cally and accusingly at all who 
still lived in the Hall. 

After the victory over the 
Spanish Armada, Leicester one 
day was returning home through 
Wychwood Forest, tired and sick 
after battle. 

Without warning, the spectral 
shape of his wife loomed before 
him, and with a great laugh bis 
phantom wife predicted that he 
would be dead within 10 days. 

A week later it was announced 
at Court that Robert Dudley, 
Earl of Leicester, had died. 

Amy continued to haunt Cum
nor Hall every Christmas until 
the house was demolished in 
1810. Her spirit then moved to 
her parents' home at Syderstone 
Hall, where she walks to this 
day, so it is said. 

SE EKS VENGEANCE 

Well known for its ghosts is 
Britain's Glamis Castle, where 
the Queen Mother spent her 
childhood and Princess Margaret 
was borh. Most famous of the 
Glamis ghosts is J anet, Lady 
Glamis, wife of the sixth earl. 

Tried and convicted of plot
ting the death of James V., Lady 
Glamis was burned at the stake 
as a witch. Each Christmas she 
returns to float silently down 
the moonlit corridor, seeking 
vengeance on her accusers. 

Cortachy Castle in Scotland is 
haun ted by the ghost of a drum
mer boy who kept secret trysts 
with the beautiful Countess of 
Airlee three centuries ago. Their 
romance was discovered by the 
earl, who promptly had the boy 

-"~ ~ --~~-...: .......,,..,.. ___ •:-~ 

When they ca lled her a witch, poor Nan Tuck could only cry 
to heaven fo r help. 

sealed in his own drum and 
flung from the castle turret. To-. 
day, as Christmas Day approach
es, the hollow beats of a ghostly 
drum echo through the stone 
corridors. 

The estate of Lynne Park in 
England is known for an un
usual Christmas apparition. 

In 1422 Sir Piers Legh, owner 
of Lyme Park, was killed in 
Paris. His body was brought 
back and buried in the family 
vault. At Christmastime a phan
tom funeral has often been seen 
slowly ascending the hill to the 
vault. 

Behind this grey procession 
walks a spectral figure in white. 
It is the shadow of Banchel a 
woman who loved Sir Piers and 

who fell dead with grief when 
she learned of his death . 

YOUNG "WITCH" 

Witches are normally associ
ated with Halloween, but at Bux
ted there is a witch that haunts 
the neighborhood of Tucks Wood 
only at Christmas. 

It is said a young and beauti
ful girl named Nan Tuck was 
labelled a witch by superstitious 
villagers . Ugly rumors about 
Nan were spread throughout the 
country until one day the villag
ers gathered into a mob, deter
mined to drown Nan in the 
stream below a mill as punish
ment for her witchery. 

The frightened girl fled to 
Buxted Church for sanctuary, 

with the mob howling at her 
heels. She reached the church 
door safely, but was kept out 
by the parson, who shouted that 
he would not protect a witch in 
his church. 

Terrified, she fled into the 
gloom of Tucks Wood. To escape 
the bloodthirsty villagers, she 
hanged herself from a tree . 

The angry villagers found her 
body, tore it down from the 
tree, hauled it roughly back to 
the village, and buried it with
out ceremony or regret on un
consecrated ground outside the 
churchyard. Near her grave 
they put up a stone with a 
strange feathery design, intend
ed to depict the wings that the 
devil had given to that terrible 
witch, the young Nan Tuck. 

Today there are villagers who 
swear they have seen the ghost 
of Nan Tuck groping with out
stretched hands through the 
gloomy woods , her eyes wide 
with terror, her face white and 
afraid. And there are those who 
tell of a swollen ridge around 

her neck where the rope cut 
deep into her flesh . 

Few inhabitants dare to enter 
those woods at night, particu
larly on Christmas Eve, when it 
is known that Nan Tuck walks 
in the shadows of the trees, cry
ing for help from the mob. 

Canada has its share of ghosts, 
but there is no well-known one 
directly associated wilh Christ
mas . 

PHANTOM SHIP 

However, North America has 
one particularly famous Christ
mas spectre to boast of - the 
phantom ship of the Florida 
Everglades. 

Eyewitnesses describe the ship 
as a mass of ragged sails and 
decayed timber, drifting slowly 
throught the mangrove swamps 
of the Everglades. A luminous 
blue light is said to flicker 
through the rotting ribs of the 
vessel as the phantom pirates 
act out over and over again the 
evil deed that brought them and 
their ship to this doom. 

The ship was originally a pir
ate vessel, one of many that in
fested the Caribbean and the 
Florida Keys. The pirates one 
day attacked a merchantman. 
looting it and mercilessly put-

ting its crew to death. 
One of the victims, with his 

dying breath, called · upon hea
ven for vengeance. 

Vengeance came with terrify
ing promptness. That night an 
enormous ocean wave bore down 
on the pirates. The ship was 
hurled in the air and flung 
miles inland, falling as a broken 
hulk into the stagnant waters of 
the swamp. 

And there, each Christmas, 
the wrecked pirate ship appears, 
its bloody decks scattered with 
the bodies of its victims-and 
the eerie swampland grows 
hushed, as the pirates lift their 
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arms to the sky and groan and 
moan for mercy. 

FIRST CHRISTMAS 
CARD 

The first Christmas card was 
created in London in 1843 b:r 
John Calcott Horsley for his 
friend Sir Henry Cole. About 
1,000 cards were printed and 
sold at a shilling each. Only 12 
of these still remain, and one is 
included in the 50,000-piece 
Coutts Hallmark Historical Col
lection of Antique Cards. 

/ 
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AN OUTDOOR TALE 

The Fox That Spoke At Christmas 
should be revived by the Christ
mas story. It gives him a true 
vision of things. For a short 
while he's the man he should be. 
He quiets his restlessness by 
realizing that he'll be restless 
until he rests in God. 

AN ANGRY GOD 
By PETER MCGILLEN 

Christmas Eve. Snow was 
fa1ling as gently as feathers. The 
author-turned-trapper had one 
more set to check before he 
headed for his partner's eosy 
cabin. 

As he brushed through the 
spruce and alders, he spotted 
something in the trap. It was a 
red fox. The pelt had little 
value. He was about to finish 
the animal with a bullet from 
from his rifle, when he noticed 
it was caught by one front paw. 
The fox was so weak, it scarcely 
noticed him. He took off a snow
shoe, held the animal down by 
kneeling on the edge of the 
shoe, and opened the trap. 

The fox opened his eyes, but 
didn't move, and the trapper 
muttered: "You poor old gaffer, 
you've just about had it." Why 
he showed this compassion, he'll 
never know, but maybe it was 
t he spirit of Christmas. 

into the shoe harness, the fox 
started to talk. It must have 
been the fox, there wasn't any
one else within miles. 

"Thanks for sparing me, but 
save your sympathy for your 
own kind." 

ONCE BEFORE 
The trapper was bewildered 

and frightened, and was about 
to speak, but the fox interrup
ted, "Don't talk, I haven't long 
to live and I'd like to return the 
favour by helping you. Don't be 
too surprised that I talk because 
after all dumb animals knelt in 
mute worship on another Christ-

. mas almost 2,000 years ago, and 
I believe some of them talked. 

"I'm not afraid to die, I've 
done what I was put in this 
world to do. I am a link in a 
food chain, and as such I am a 
servant of man. I have but one 
desire and that is to survive as 
long as possible. 

be angry. 

IN BALANCE 
The fox started to talk again. 

"In nature everything is in bal
ance. When that balance gets 
out of kilter, and man usually 
is to blame, we have plagues, dis
ease, poor crops, starvation. 
Man is not only out of tune with 
his God, but he's out of tune 
with Nature. 

"Man knows that the fruit of 
redemption are available to all 
men down trrough the ages to 
the end of time. He also knows 
that he was given the ten com
mandments to live by, a stand
ard of morality, and will power 
to resist temptation. 

domestic, national and interna
tional. 

ONLY A MEANS 

"You fail to realize that money, 
fame and social prestige are im
portant only as a means to a 
virtuous life. You abuse and 
exaggerate them. 

"No longer have you a fixed 
set of principles. Rather do you 
adjust them to · meet conditions 
and situations as they arise. 
That's what was meant in the 
Biblical saying 'A reed shaken 
by the wind.' 

"But I'm talking too long and 
getting very weak. So here's 
my return favor: This world is 
in a dangerous state of balance 
with good just tipping the scales 
a bit. Today you have an angry 
God, you have seen signs of his 
anger in recent tragedies. The 
only reason He hasn't destroyed 
the world is because of the pray
ers, sacrifices , acts of charity, 
acts of love of the thousands of 
quiet virtuous people who never 
make the headlines. 

Facts About Christmas 
The ceremony of the Yule log 

is fast fading from Canada's 
Christmas festivities , but in 
Yugoslavia it is still a vital part 
of the family festival. The tree 
must be felled before sunrise 
on December 24, by the head 
of the house, who must hew it 
with three strokes of his axe, 
and the tree must fall to the 
east. 

* • • 

fused this innovation unless the 
name of the village was changed. 
There was already a Santa Fe, 
Indiana. As a joke, someone 
suggested the name Santa Claus. 
The authorities accepted the 
name. Now the little village is 
famous, and every Christmas the 
postmaster and his staff at Santa 
Claus are inundated with mail 
to Santa. 

* * 

der to reform the calendar, 10 
days had to be dropped from 
the normal 365, and the last 10 
days of December were can
celled. Thus, there could be no 
Christmas that year. 

The Christmas tree is of Ger
man origin, but Romans decked 
their houses with laurels and 
green branches at the Kalends 
of January. The Germans sub
stituted their evergreens for the 
laurels. 

* * 

Why mince pies for Christ
mas? In the Middle Ages, one 
of the Yuletide dishes was a 
pie made of sweet meat and rich 
spices, and it was baked in a 
shape to represent the cradle
manger in which the Baby Jesus 
lay. It was England's Queen 
Elizabeth who popularized the 
dish. 
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PROSIT NEU JAHR! HOGMANAY, TROLLOLAY! 

'They Mean Happy New Yearl' 
on plates and play the pipes, 
along with their own New Year's 
songs. 

New Year's songs are plenti
ful in central and eastern Eur
ope. 

the three kings, Gaspar, Mel
chior and Balthasar. 

New Year's carols called 
"Schedrivky" are still sung in 
Ukrainian homes and commun-

ity centres throughout Canada. 
And a pocketful of grains of 
wheat is carried to scatter on 
the doorsteps of friends visited 
over New Year's. 
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Whether you say Glaedellgt 
Nyt Aar!; Boldog Ujevet Kiv
anunk!; or Feliz Ano Novo! the 
message still reads loud and 
clear-Happy N!:!W Year. 
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How Reindeer Replaced 
By Jll,LAINE GAY 
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Santa's Horse 
face as fast as 10 miles an hour. 

But it took many years before 
he became accepted in North 
America. Up to about 100 years 
ago the Dutch version of St. 
Nicholas was most popular on 
our continent. 
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and sleigh through hfs Christmas 
drawings for magazines. 

Today in Canada, the reindeer 
has found a firm foothold in our 

Christmas tradition. Santa in 
his sleigh, they have become one 
of the most popular of our 
Christmas symbols. 

Urom the bottom of our hearts, we wish 

our friends and patrons all the joys of a 

wonderful holiday season. May every star 

you reach for be yours ••• may every 

hope you have be fulfilled ••• and may you 

ever be rich in love and companionship. 

I Across tile ages, tile sacred message r1' 

'i'i ~ -of Bethlebem spreads • wonderful radlaa 
through our hearts, our homel, • 

\.cburches. We greet you at Christmas d 1111 • ". 

taiat Peaet, )Jy end _,ploaa 11111 Ml'_ N JOUl'l.1 

VICE & CRAIG 
Phone 77 4-2120 Winchester 

I 
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What To Tell Your Child About Santa 
the child comes to grips - as he 
ultimately must - with the 
truth about Santa Claus. 

FROM PLAYMATES 

The Truth 
With Tact 

By AL . CONNOR 

"Daddy, is there really a Santa 
Claus?" 

The smiling four-year-old sat 
on her father's lap, looking up 
and betraying concern as she 
a.sked this question. 

The question was asked with 
trust. The little girl, or it could 
have been a little boy, expected 
the truth for an answer-the 
same truth every child expects 
and is entitled to when any 
question is asked of the parent. 

But how can the father an
swer? If he does tell the truth, 
he will shatter one of the most 
delightful fantasies of child
hood. If he gives her a fabri
cated reply, he will betray that 

child's trust in him. 

The legend of Santa Claus 
runs deep in Christian tradition, 
and most Canadians have grown 
up with fond memories of their 
years when he stood as the sym
bol of wants fulfilled, of wishes 
granted. 

DAMAGING 

For others, however - ac 
cording to modern day psychi
atrists - the Santa Claus legend 
can have damaging effects. It 
is wrong to teach children fan
tasies, they argue, adding that 
it could encourage a person to 
shy away from reality in adult 
life. 

The rhost famous and out
spoken critic of the Santa Claus 
myth is Dr. Brook Chisholm of 
Victoria, B. C. He says that 
no other statement he has every 
made - and he has isued many 
outspoken opinions - has ever 
aroused such .. rath as his con-

ourselves t 

the way of life H 

asked of us, 

demnation of Santa Claus. 
To this day - and the state• 

ment was made several years 
ago - Dr. Chisholm maintains 
he was misquoted. He didn't 
just attack Santa Claus, he says 
now. Rather, he sought to draw 
attention to the general prob
lem of parental honesty with 
children. 

Questioned recently on the 
subject, Dr. Chisholm said there 
was no harm in perpetuating the 
myth of Santa Caius as long as 

the child was taught gently to 
accept it as a myth. 

It is largely a question of how 

FACTS ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS 

The ceremony of the Yule log 
is fast fading from Canada's 
Christmas festivities, but in 
Yugoslavia it is still a vital part 

If he learns from older play 
mates, in a jolting and unfor
getting fashion, the child then 
begins to doubt the honesty of 
his parents and the security of 
his familiar standards. 

How then should parents han
dle this problem? What should 
children be told about Santa 
Claus? 

not wish to deprive any child 
during its early years of the 
wonderful image of Santa Claus. 

But I would say that parents 
should avoid a dogmatic and 
final attitude toward Santa 
Claus. 

Natural doubts creep in at 
an. early age, anyway. The child 
soon realizes Santa would have 
great difficulty getting down 
the chimney, or flying around 
the sky with reindeers. Every 
Santa he sees on television at 
Christmas time has a different 
face - as do the various Santas 

encountered at stores and Christ
mas parties. 

JUST HELPERS 

The explanation that they are 
Santa's' helpers is a good one. 
As a first step, it generalizes 
the child's concept of Santa, and 
helps to remove · it from the 
image of a single person and 
into the whole - and much 
safer - area of Christmas good
will. 

Finally, the child must be told 
eventually - probably at the 
age of seven - that Santa is a 

f 
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symbol of love and goodwill. 
This should come from his par
ents, whom he trusts to tell 
him the truth. 

A seven-year-old will much 
more willingly accept a tactful 
explanation from his parents 
than a brusque declaration from 
his older playmates. 

But more important, he'll have 
new respect for his parents, 
realizing that his Chrsitmas 
gifts come from real people who 
sacrifice to obtain them, rather 
than from a faraway, never-to
be-known image. 
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Games 
By PETER CROSS 

Are you planning a Children's 
Party this Christmas? 

If you are, a little careful 1 

thought beforehand and the 
preparation of a list showing 
the order in which you intend 
lo do things, is perhaps the best 
way of insuring that the party 
goe.s with a swing. 

B e fore the entertainment 
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For A Children's~ ~Party 
brush. It's bound to send them 
into giggles - especially if you 
ask them to sing at the same 
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time they're brushing. 
And it'll teach them a good 

health habit, too! 
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Pity Poor Mom Al Christmas 
By BERENICE MAKDATOR 

Soon the gifts will be opened, 
the meal will be eaten, and in
stead of Christmas carols, every
one will be singing the After
Christmas Blues. 

It's a sad fact that tbe year's 
biggest holiday is followed by 
an even bigger anti-climax. Since 
November, the whole family has 
been buoyed up by a feeling of 
anticipation as heady as opium. 

While mother worked franti
cally over the kitchen stove, 
father put up the Christmas tree, 
playing Tarzan, and Janie and 
junior pulled it down while 
little Mark bellowed songs about 
an alcoholic reindeer called Ru
dolph. 

Santa Clauses manifested 
themselves on every street cor
ner and department store prices 
rose like a thermometer in hot 
water. 

Then suddenly it's over. A 
sinister hangover replaces the 
intoxicating spirit of Christmas. 
The exciting count-down of re
maining shopping days is a thing 
of the past. 

The turkey is dry, the mince 
pie is stale and the cards are 
curling at the edges. Angel hair 

from the tree covers everything 
from the carpet to the dog and 
traces of it will still be found 
from time to time in mother's 
hat box, or providing a ready
made home for spiders in 'the 
linen closet. 

AFTERMATH 

The grim aftermath will take 
its toll of the family. Father's 
digestion and his waistline show 
the effects of too much plum 
pudding. Junior and Janie re
turn to their state of war with 
new vigor, after a temporary 
truce for the holiday season. 

Even baby Mark views his 
brand-new Toidy Seat with sus
picion, knowing that it heralds 
all kinds of unpleasant events 
in the future. 

Mother not only has to soothe 
ruffled feathers, but to deal with 
her own after-Christmas blues. 
It's time to start house--cleaning 
and cooking again, this time for 
the New Year. There are a 
dozen letters to be written 
thanking relatives for useful 
cushion covers and pot holders. 
And the stain in the lace table 
cloth must be removed -before 
January 1. 

She must now return to the 

Canadians Flood Mails 
With Christmas Greetings 

. . . . But soon things return to normal. 

family will finish it by Febru
ary. Let's see - Turkey a la 
King, turkey croquets, turkey 
thermidor, sauteed pate de tur
key au gratin ... 

Then there's the problem of 
getting Junior to thank Auntie 
Flo for his Winnie the Pooh 
book. Auntie believes that any 
boy who doesn't read the Pooh 
books is destined for juvenile 
delinquency. Junior, however, 
has traded his copy with the boy 
next door for 20 hockey buttons. 

Mother must retrieve it before 
Auntie finds out. She finally 
buys a new one, after tracing 
the original to a boy who has 
left for South America with his 
parents. 

PERPETUAL CHRISTMAS 

for all 365 days of the year. 
Questions like, "How come 

Santy Claws didn't bring me nuf
fink this morning?" must be 
treated tactfully," mother finds. 

Meanwhile, father, shocked by 
the size of the post-Christmas 
bank balance, has decided to 
economize. 

This means mother must buy 
next year's presents now, while 
the sales are on. So once again 
she battles the downtown shop
pers for dolls, model cars and 
cuddly animals, which are hid
den carefully from the prying 
eyes of the children. Within a 
week, however, the spoils have 
been found and claimed, and it 
is no use pleading that they 
must be saved for next Christ
mas. Every kid knows that San
ta provides the presents and will 
keep on doing so, with or with-
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out Mummy's · help. 

BLACKMAIL 

Junior, who doesn't believe in 
Santa Claus anyway, gets to keep 
his share of the loot by the sim
ple method of blackmail-"I'll 
tell Mark and Janie about Santa 
Claus." 

Rather than be responsible for 
two childhood traumas, mother 
gives in. I 

Eventually, Christmas gives 
way to the New Year, and life 
returns to normal. Father has 
gotten a life-saving raise, the 
kids are back at school, and lit
tle Mark has forgotten that San
ta ever existed. 

Mother gives a heartfelt sigh 
and leans back to enjoy a well
earned rest. At least until it's 
time for chocolate eggs and Eas
ter Bunnies. 
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