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Hwy. 43 Winchester
613-774-2887
Hwy. 29, Brockville
613-342-0668
www.weagantfarm.com

WEAGANT
FARM SUPPLIES LTD.

Solomix2
1200-2000 (L)ZK

COME AND SEE US FOR MORE DETAILS

Features:
• Two large discharge doors • Right, left or dual discharge

• Unique two-auger drive system
• Unique Trioliet horizontal-flow system • Heavy duty planetary drives

• Four large wheels, tires 2325/75x17.5 (model 1200 ZK)
• Two wide wheels, tires 445/45 R19.5 (models 1500 and 1800 ZK)

• Digi-Star scales

Celebrate Winchester’s

Dairyfest
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

August 10, 11 & 12, 2007
HIGHLIGHTS

Friday Evening
Ransom takes the stage at 9 pm

Saturday
• Sidewalk Sales • Firefighters’ Pancake Breakfast
 • Entertainment throughout the day and more

Blackboard Nails takes the stage Saturday night

Sunday
• BMX Stunt Show • Little Ray’s Reptiles • Petting Zoo

• Rock Climbing Wall • Mini Golf • Mechanical Bull
• Grandstand Entertainment and more

FIREWORKS AT DUSK

CanWest DHI’s annual herd listings have been
announced for 2007. CanWest DHI (formally
Ontario Dairy Herd Improvement) is a non-
profit milk recording organization that provides
profitable dairy management solutions to
farmers. If farmers subscribe to the DHI
program, they can use the data to improve the
efficiency of their business. 

DHI publishes two types of rankings. The
first, herd management listings, can be used as
a general “herd health indicator.” The herd
management score depends on factors such as
milk quantity, somatic cell count, udder health,
and the average age of the cows at first
calving. 

The second type of ranking lists high
production herds by BCA – which, simplified,
measures the quantity and quality of milk that
herds produce. 

In the herd management listings for Dundas
County, John De Vries of Straderhill Farms in
Williamsburg topped the list with a score of
896. Gerald and John Westervelt’s Westergreen
Farm in Brinston placed second, scoring 852
points. Ranking third with 851 points was John

and Garry Brugmans of Brugline Farms in
Chesterville.

In Carleton County, Manotick’s father-and-
son team of Ron and Todd Nixon topped the
management list at 949 points. (Their farm,
Alexerin, also placed fifth in the entire province
for herd management.) Todd and Carolyn
Styles’ Oakstone Farm in Kinburn placed
second with 883 points, while Theo and Maria
Nyentap of Russell placed third with 869 points. 

In Dundas County, Westergreen Farm made
the top three again, placing first with a BCA
average of 260.7. Ken and Shirley Rose of
Mountain ranked second with a BCA average
of 253.3. Finally, Winchester’s Verspeek Farms
Ltd. came in third, with a 249.0 BCA average. 

In Carleton County, the Marvellane
operation in Russell, run by Theo and Maria
Nyentap, placed first with a BCA average of
282.3. Oakstone Farm, run by Todd and
Carolyn Styles in Kinburn, ranked second with
a BCA average of 256.7. Finally, Topfarm
Holsteins, run by Gerald and Janet
VanBokhorst in Osgoode, came in third with a
253.3 BCA average.

Meet the Brothers Westervelt
Brothers Gerald (left) and John Westervelt’s Westergreen Farm made the top three
twice this year. Westergreen placed second in the herd management rankings and first
in the high production by BCA rankings. 

A father-
and-son
effort
Straderhill
Farms in
Williamsburg,
run by Doug
De Vries (left)
and his dad,
John, placed
first in
Dundas
County’s herd
management
listings. 
Press Photos
– Smith-Millar

The country life
Garry Brugmans (centre) of  Brugline Farms placed third in DHI’s herd management listings
in Dundas County this year. Here, Brugmans is pictured with two of  his children, eight-year-
old Calla (left) and six-year-old Nicholas. The calf  in the centre is only a few days old. 
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PETERBOROUGH, ONT. — DeLaval
launched its new generation DeLaval
voluntary milking system (VMS) in
November 2006. The system introduced a
somatic cell counter that measures the
count (SSC) automatically in real time.
DeLaval’s online cell counter gives the
dairy farmer access to one of the most
important factors for profitability — the
health of the herd.

The VMS unit has been redesigned to
meet the extreme heavy duty requirement
of non-stop milking. The new robot,
made entirely of stainless steel, has a
built-in floor and integrated components
to make it a “plug and milk” concept.
Many of the features have been
integrated, reducing installation time, as
well as power consumption. And,
according to the company, the new
generation DeLaval VMS has an
increased capacity that makes it possible
to milk two more cows when compared
with previous versions.

Flexible robotic arm
One element of the DeLaval VMS is

the hydraulic powered robotic arm. The
multipurpose robotic arm finds teats and
attaches teat cups with precision and
speed. Its flexibility enables it to handle
teats at a 45 degree angle. In the new
generation VMS, the geometry of the
hydraulic cylinders has been further
improved to extend the working area of
the arm, which means that it can handle
even more udder irregularities. The
combination of two lasers and a high-
tech digital camera allows DeLaval VMS
to literally see the teats. The robotic arm
was recently nominated one of the top 10
finalists in the European Business Awards
2007 in the Business Innovation of the
Year Award category.

The new DeLaval VMS also has
automatic floor cleaning, which means
that cows can stand on a clean surface at
all times. In case of kick-offs, teat cups
are retracted and then rinsed with water
before being reattached. Another feature
of DeLaval VMS is its teat preparation
process. Each teat is individually cleaned
with lukewarm water and air, stimulated,
pre-milked, then dried before milking.
Between each milking, all the teat cups
are rinsed inside and out; then placed face
down so the water can drain and to ensure
that no dirt can falls inside the cups.

Online SCC counter
The new DeLaval VMS can be

equipped with an optional online somatic
cell counter. Integrated into the
management software, the cell counter
offers dairy farmers knowledge and
control over their herd by proactively

monitoring the SCC level of every cow at
every milking. The counter performs
direct cell counting using fluorescent
technology and image processing
systems, technology that is proven in
academic settings and in the field.

“Our online cell counting technology
provides farmers with a powerful tool to
closely follow their cows in a way that
was not possible until now,” said VMS
solution manager Thierry Perrotin. “The
values are presented in absolute values of
cells per millilitre of milk. There is no
doubt that this new option is the first true
online somatic cell counter for voluntary
milking systems on the market and it will
be available in selected markets along
with the new generation DeLaval VMS.” 

Patented cow traffic
Recently DeLaval patented its cow

traffic solution for automatic milking
systems. The DeLaval Feed First solution
originates from a close co-operation
between VMS-farmers, scientists at the
Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences, and the research and
development team at DeLaval.

The patent covers the company’s
solution for cow traffic with free access
to roughage. Additionally, the patent
covers cow traffic with usage of extra
feed stations, as well as for mixed
rations.

The idea is to allow free access to
roughage — a way of thinking that is
beginning to dominate the planning of
barns with automatic systems in
Scandinavia. The main advantage with
the DeLaval Feed First planning,
according to the company, is that it
ensures more regular milking intervals,
which is one important factor in reaching
higher yields while ensuring the udder
health. And with the Feed First solution,
fewer cows have to be fetched for
milking.

“Robot milking has proven itself to be
a real alternative for farmers wanting to
milk their cows efficiently and run
profitable dairy operations,” said
Perrotin. “Our wide product portfolio
gives us the ability to meet our
customers’ needs while providing them
with a sense of trust. We call that
‘freedom to choose.’ With the release of
the new generation DeLaval VMS, the
DeLaval online somatic cell counter, and
the Feed First solution, automatic milking
has become even more appealing and
rewarding for dairy farmers.” 

For more information on the DeLaval
Voluntary Milking System, contact
Michel Côté at 450-776-0737 or Teunis
Roordink at 519-831-2900 or visit
www.delaval.ca.
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Chartered Accountants

Collins Barrow

Collins Barrow Winchester
475 Main Street, Box 390

Winchester, Ontario, K0C 2K0

613-774-2854 • 1-800-268-0019

Collins Barrow

Winchester

offers a full

range of

services in the

areas of:

~ Farm tax returns
~ Financial statement preparation
~ Personal and corporate income

tax returns and tax planning
~ Computer installation and

training
~ Bookkeeping services
~ Estate planning

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
AND CONTRACTING

• Excavators • Bulldozers • Backhoes
• Rock Trucks • Root Rakes • Pool Water

• Ditching • Fence Lines
• Land Clearing • Farm Lagoons

Licensed Septic System Installer
Licensed Hauler of  Contaminated Waste

MODERN EQUIPMENT

EXPERIENCED OPERATORS

– 24 HOURS –

BRINSTON • 613-652-4858

La Coopérative Agricole
d’Embrun Ltée

CP 189, EMBRUN, ONT., K0A 1W0
Tel. 613-443-2833  Fax: 613-443-1820

Your Independent Grocer.... 613-443-3064
Elevator...613-443-2196  Feed............613-443-2946
Fertilizer....613-443-3333 Gas Bar.......613-443-2892
Garage .....613-443-3215 Rona...........613-443-7662

We’re proud to salute
our dairy farmers

for their outstanding
contributions

SKUCE REPAIRS
4384-9th Line Road, Vernon  613-774-5612

During Dairy Month,
we salute our dairy
farmers for their hard work
and dedication to
producing wholesome,
high-quality dairy
products.

ottawalivestock
e x c h a n g e

www.ottawalivestockexchange.ca

Ottawa Livestock Exchange has been marketing with
confidence cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and horses for over
30 years. Operating three rings, we are the largest market
in Eastern Ontario / Western Quebec, serving both
provinces and beyond.

WEEKLY SALES

Monday - Embrun - 10:30 am
Bob calves, stockers, slaughter cows, bulls, fed cattle, pigs,

lambs, goats and horses

Thursday - Ottawa - 10:00 am
Bob calves, stockers, slaughter cows, bulls, fed cattle, dairy

cattle and horses

1643 SALE BARN RD., GREELY   613-821-2634
For special sales, visit our website:

WINCHESTER
GRAIN ELEVATOR

Division of  Parrish & Heimbecker Limited

669 St. Lawrence Street, Winchester, Ontario

613-774-2720 • 1-866-867-4292

Ian Fetterly
Manager / Grain Purchaser

ifetterly@wingrainelev.com
Cell.: 613-913-5787

Arthur Rutley
Assistant Manager / Grain Purchaser

arutley@wingrainelev.com
Cell.: 613-913-5786

ROONEY
FEEDS LTD.

Rooney Feeds wishes to thank
all the dairy producers
who have supported us
throughout the years.

To you and all other dairy
producers, thanks for staying
with your desired profession.

IROQUOIS
613-652-4382

SOUTH GOWER
613-258-1567

The DeLaval voluntary milking system has been redesigned. The new robot, made
entirely of  stainless steel, has a built-in floor and integrated components to make it a
“plug and milk” concept. Many of  the features have been integrated, reducing
installation time, as well as power consumption.

New robot from DeLaval
measures milk quality online

Milk mayhem
Grade 11 students Micheal
Gore (left) and Jacob Carr
went head-to-head in a milk
chugging competition
during North Dundas
District High School’s
annual Spring Carnival
on Fri., June 1.
Though Carr managed
to spill a lot of  his
milk, Gore emerged victorious in
this round, with hundreds of  fellow
students looking on. The contest,
held during the intermission of  the
school’s outdoor Battle of  the Bands
contest, helped to combat the
stereotype that teens don’t consume
enough milk — at least on this day,
these competitors were above their
quota. 
Press Photo — Duncan

GLEN ROBINSON & SONS
PLUMBING &  HEATING CONTRACTOR

Ron Robinson, Prop.

RR#2, Chesterville 613-448-2894

For all your new construction, renovation, service,
water treatment, air conditioning

and in-floor heating needs

QUALITY SERVICE
Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates

On our
front
cover



Early health
protection for calves 

by Brian Lang
OMAFRA veal specialist

WOODSTOCK, ONT. — High quality
colostrum fed to a newborn calf early
in its life is crucial to health and
survival. 

At birth, calves have poorly
developed immune systems. The
placenta does not allow the transfer of
antibodies from the mother to the fetus
during pregnancy. 

Colostrum is rich with the antibodies
that provide the calf with protection
against diseases in early life until the
calf’s own immune system becomes
fully functional. Colostrum is also an
excellent source of nutrients for
newborns.

The ability of a calf to absorb
antibodies from colostrum drops rapidly
over the first few hours of life. By 24
hours of age, the ability to absorb
antibodies is nearly non-existent. Calves
that have not received any colostrum
within 12 hours of birth are unlikely to
be able to obtain enough antibodies to
provide adequate health protection. 

Studies show that 35 per cent of dairy
calves do not receive sufficient
colostrum. Calves with low antibody
levels in their blood two days after birth
have a mortality rate — over the
following eight weeks — that was more
than twice that of calves with adequate
levels. Veterinarians can test calves to
determine if the desired levels of
antibodies have been reached.  

The current recommendation for
Holstein calves calls for three litres of
high quality colostrum to be fed within
two hours of birth. Another three litres

of colostrum is recommended within the
next six hours. Calves that are bottle fed
colostrum have a better chance of
receiving sufficient amounts of
antibodies than calves left to nurse from
their mother. Calves that do not drink on
their own within three hours of birth
should be given colostrum by esophageal
feeder. 

The antibody level in first “milking”
colostrum is typically five per cent, but
can range from one to 15 per cent.
Levels decrease rapidly with each
milking. The second milking typically
contains 65 per cent as many antibodies
as the first milking. By the third milking,
the level has fallen to 40 per cent. 

The cleanliness of colostrum is
critical. A 2002 study in Ontario found
that 12 per cent of colostrum samples
had high levels of bacteria. The source
of the bacteria was from either a dirty
udder or a dirty collection container. 

Colostrum can be refrigerated at 2 C
for up to a week or kept frozen at —20
C for up to year. Avoid frost-free
freezers. 

Warm the colostrum slowly. Avoid hot
spots. Recent research found that
colostrum can be heated to 60 C (140 F)
without damaging the antibodies in
colostrum. However, when colostrum
was heated to 63 C (145 F), antibody
levels were reduced by 34 per cent.

While high quality colostrum is
always the preferred option, colostrum
supplements can be valuable tools to
increase calf immunity when colostrum
supplies are limited. Six colostrum
supplements are currently registered for
use in Canada. 

by Amanda Smith-Millar
OSGOODE – There’s no secret to
farming except hard work and discipline,
according to Ron Nixon and his son Todd.
Together, Ron and Todd operate their
farm, Alexerin, which placed fifth in
Ontario in CanWest DHI’s 2007 Herd
Management Listings. 

“We’ve been at a decent management
score for a few years,” said Todd, who is
nonetheless pleasantly surprised at
ranking so high in the province. At 949
points, their score was only one point
below the fourth-place farm in the
listings. 

CanWest DHI is a non-profit milk
recording organization that gives
subscribing farmers information on their
herds. Farmers can use the data to make
their farms more efficient and maximize
their sustainable net income. 

Ron first started using DHI about 30
years ago. His farming practices have
changed since then, though. For one
thing, his son is now working with him.
Todd graduated from Kemptville College
in 1997 and Ron’s operation has been a
father-and-son team effort ever since. 

Do they ever get on each other’s
nerves?

“Sometimes,” admitted Todd with a
grin. “But it works pretty well.”

Between the two of them, they can
split up milking duties and sometimes
even have a day off. Originally, Todd took
care of the evening milking while Ron
milked in the morning. But now Todd’s
wife, Erin, milks in the morning and Todd
milks at night. 

Since Ron started using DHI, data
management technology has progressed
quite a bit. DHI now has computer
software that allows mangers to quickly
enter herd information, providing a
permanent record for future reference and
analysis. The Nixons have used a
program called Dairy Comp SCOUT for

about two years now. It lets them analyze
daily, weekly, and monthly information
for their entire herd, including heifers.

“It makes analysis easier,” said Todd.
“You find out when there’s potential
profit or where there’s problems.” 

For the Nixons, data certainly helps
with good management. They say that

ultimately, farming success is all about
discipline.

“Farming – it’s challenging and
rewarding,” said Todd, adding that DHI is
a useful tool that helps farmers know as
much about their business as possible.
“You have to measure it to be able to
manage it.”

Nixons place fifth in provincial DHI listings
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Fife Agricultural
Services Ltd.

14740 County Rd. 43, RR#1, FINCH, ONTARIO, K0C 1K0
TEL. 613-984-2059 - 1-888-557-FIFE - FAX: 613-984-1371

• Custom round baling • Sunfilm 20” & 30” silage wrap
• Sunfilm Gold 30” silage wrap for large square bales • Syfilco net wrap

• AEP plastic sheeting, silage bags and caps • Baler twine • Custom combining

Fife Agricultural
Services Ltd.

Calhoun Super Structures are manufactured from
Hot Dipped Galvanized 13 Gauge Structural Steel

tubing. Stabilizing 2-3/8” diameter Hot Dipped Galvanized
perlins are standard on our 32, 42, 52 and 62 foot buildings.

Unique to Calhoun Super Structures is our Hot Dipped
Galvanized Structural Steel Gussets adding extra

strength. Calhoun Super Structure are all manufactured in
our Canadian Welding Bureau Certified Facility.

AVAILABLE in 32’, 42’, 52’, 62’ and 74’ widths

GREAT FOR HAY STORAGE, MACHINERY STORAGE,
RIDING ARENA, CATTLE BARN, WAREHOUSING...

The Farm
Insurance
Specialists

BRISTER
INSURANCE
BROKERS
LTD.

Glenn Simms 613-774-2832
Garth Baker 800-487-3706
Gord Hawn 613-543-3731
Dan Cook 613-925-5901

BUSH
ARMSTRONG
INSURANCE
BROKERS LTD.

Lloyd Barter
Steve Sage
613-987-2117

BRUYERE
INSURANCE
BROKERS
LTD.

Michel Bruyere
Daniel St. Denis
613-443-3666

Offering a Variety of Coverages to Meet Your Needs
• Five rural locations for your convenience
• All risk replacement cost coverage on farm outbuildings
• Profits insurance – loss of income
• Blanket coverage on farm property of every description
• Power surge
• Loss of use of farm machinery
• Coverage for non-owned farm machinery
• Broad livestock coverage including

entrapment, hardware and physical injury
• Pollution damage to own property

There’s A Better Way
To Insure Your Farm.

Farming isn’t just a nine-to-five job, it’s a way of life.
You need to protect your life’s work with the proper insurance
coverage.

As your Co-operators Insurance Agent, I can create
specialized insurance coverage that’s unique to you and your
farm.

For over 50 years, The Co-operators has been providing
Canadians with a full range of insurance products at a fair price.

SANDI SMITH
AGENT

29 King Street, Chesterville, Ont., K0C 1H0
Bus.: 613-448-3300 Res.: 613-448-2416 Fax: 613-448-1217

After hours emergency service: 1-800-465-2667

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • RRSPs • FARM • BUSINESS • GROUP • TRAVEL

Todd (left) and
Ron Nixon’s
farm, Alexerin,
ranked fifth in
the CanWest
DHI herd
management
listings for all of
Ontario. The
Nixon family
has been
farming on the
same plot of
land in
Osgoode for
three
generations. 
Press Photo –
Smith-Millar

SALES AND SERVICE
PHILIPPE ROBERT

RR 3, CRYSLER             613-448-3694

Corner of  Hwys. 43 & 31

WINCHESTER
ONTARIO

P.O. Box 898, K0C 2K0

613-774-2735
Fax: 613-774-5559

HUNTER McCAIG
www.rideauauctions.com
Government website:
www.icangroup.ca

Public Auction
Third week of
every month

Fred Taylor
Ruminant Specialist

Cell: 613-340-0669
Res: 613-657-1728
Res Fax: 613-657-3965
Mill Fax: 613-989-2965
ftaylor@newlifemills.com

Box 26, 11489 Queen St.
Inkerman, ON, K0E 1J0

www.newlifemills.com

‘We Salute Our Dairy Producers’

Father-and-son team

George Ennis

Your Credit Union
Co-operation... Opportunity... Success

would like to welcome

George Ennis
Agricultural Lending Specialist

Serving SD&G and Eastern Ontario
CALL GEORGE FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

613-774-2079 or Cell. 613-213-2217

Colostrum
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ANDRE MENARD & SONS
RR #1, Winchester, Ontario, K0C 2K0

613-445-5267  Fax: 613-445-9857
Max: 613-880-4253

PTO Generators
Completely brushless design
Baumalight Generators (Marathon).
Available from
13 kw to
100 kw PTO on trailer,
single phase or three
phase. Also available Diesel Gensets from
10 kw to 500 kw. Powered by Cummins, Perkins
or Daewoo Motors.

Be prepared when
the power goes OUT...

• Agricultural Crop Consulting,
Soil Sampling & Field Mapping

• Professional Agronomic
Claim Research & Reporting

Services
• Nutrient Management Plans

CLIFF METCALFE
Certified Crop Advisor

Cel. 613-794-4598

TOM NICOL
Certified Crop Advisor

Cel. 613-292-6208

Tel. 613-989-1295
Fax 613-989-1296

E-mail: eliza@magma.ca

11343 Van Camp Road, Winchester

EASTERN
CROP DOCTOR
INC.

Maynard Coons
Box 125, South Mountain,

Ontario, K0E1W0
613-989-2012

Fax: 613-989-2138

• Screened Topsoil
• Clean Sand • Gravel

• Stone • Fill

• Dump Truck • Backhoe
• Excavator • Dozer Rentals

M.O.E. Licensed Designer & Installer

of  Septic Systems
(Conventional and Alternative Systems Available)

M.O.E. Approved Non-Hazardous Waste Clean-Ups

The importance 
of taking inventory 

at year-end
by Michel Moisan

OMAFRA regional information 
co-ordinator

ALFRED — Taking inventory
is never much fun, but it is
just as important as any
other farm task, and it is
one of those things that has
to be done if you want to
keep your information as
accurate as possible.

The farm inventory is a
count and-or complete listing
of all of your market and
feeder livestock, breeding
stock, crops, produce,
homegrown feeds, purchased
feeds, general farm supplies (for
example, milkhouse supplies;
livestock medicines; seed; diesel),
field machinery, barn equipment,
market quota, farm buildings,
land, and any other farm assets. 

The farm inventory also
includes an estimate of the market
value of everything on hand as
well as accounts receivables
(monies owed to you for products
sold) and accounts payable (monies
owed by you for goods or services
purchased). 

This information is normally
recorded on the last day of your
business year, and is required by banks
and for filing income tax. It is best not
to delay year-end inventory because
fading memories can lead to inaccurate
estimates.

You can profit from taking a proper
farm inventory in the following ways: 

1. You will have the information to add
to your cash records to prepare an accrual
income statement and a year-end balance
sheet; 

2. You will have the information you
need for income tax filing and planning; 

3. You will know what you have to sell
and be able to time your marketing in line
with accounts payable and other credit
payments; 

4. Credit applications are easier when
you already have the information; and, 

5. You will be saving yourself time …
lots of it!

Some financial institutions and

accounting companies will have tools
such as this one by OMAFRA (at left) to
help you with your inventory. These are
often pocket-sized booklets, which you
can take to the barn or to the silo to do
your count.

It is important to remember that
without accurate information, including a
precise year-beginning and year-end
inventory, you will not have all the
information you need to make the
important decisions that you may have to
make. 

Don’t underestimate the importance of
farm inventories. Take the time. Count
everything you have.

• Tree Removals  • Pruning • Deadwooding
 • Cabling & Bracing • Brush Chipping • Lot Clearing

• Bucket Truck • Stump Removal
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

 JEREMY LOGTENS

RR 1, Berwick                         613-984-0743

TREE SERVICE LTD.

Kirk Allison
613-774-3323 • 613-774-2925

1-800-267-8336 • Fax 613-774-5555
kirk@allisonfeed.ca

Winchester Springs, ON            P.O. Box 51  K0C 2L0

TRP
READY MIX

LTD.
STONE

SLINGERS

READY MIXED
CONCRETE

CONCRETE
PUMPING
SERVICE

EXCAVATING
CONTRACTORS

EQUIPMENT
RENTALS

ALL
QUARRY

PRODUCTS

Main Office, Moose Creek...............................613-538-2271
Quarry at St. Albert.........................................613-987-2006
Ready Mix Plant at St. Albert ..........................613-987-5377
Quarry & Ready Mix Plant at Winchester .......613-774-5277

A.L. BLAIR
CONSTRUCTION

LTD.

HYDRAULICS • WELDING • STEEL • FASTENERS
TOOLS • GASES • COMPLETE LINE OF HYDRAULIC HOSES 1”-4 WIRE

Now available: Galvanized or stainless
cable for alley scrapers

ROTARY CUTTER
(for Bunk Silos)

• Reduce Spoilage
• Improve Feed Quality

Inquire at HW Supplies

1 km south of Hainsville
4720 Carman Rd., Iroquois

613-652-4055

The Farm
Inventory
Notebook
is available
through
OMAFRA:
Order
number
AF0006,
Agdex
number
810.

Take the time

by Bonnie James
Press staff

CHESTERVILLE — “My kids call me
the Dairy Queen,” said Dundas County
dairy educator Leslie Johnson. While the
title might be overkill, the job suits
Johnson well. “I like to talk, and I like
kids,” she said.

Leslie and Chris Johnson milk 40 cows
and crop 470 acres near Chesterville.
Chris’s father bought the farm in the ‘70s
and the younger Johnsons farmed with
them, until buying in three years ago.
They have three daughters, ages nine, 11,
and 13.

“Every local milk committee has its
own dairy educator,” explained Johnson,
noting she was appointed by the Dundas
Milk Committee.

As a stay-at-home mom, the part time,
flexible hours of the educator job were
appealing to her, as was ensuring that
local youth have correct information
about milk and the dairy industry.

Johnson, who is going into her third
year as a dairy educator, is responsible for
13 schools in the county and visited five
of them this year.

“I try to get into them all, but it’s not
always easy,” she said. “The schools
don’t always think it’s a necessary
program.”

She pointed out, however, that even in
the rural areas there are many kids
without farm connections. She noted that
at Chesterville Public School, where her
children attend, there are only two dairy
farming families.

So, while she often has to pitch the
school on the importance of the
information the dairy educator can
provide, she’s certain about the benefits
of the work she does.

“It need to be said; it needs to be out
there,” she said.

As the dairy educator, Johnson has five
different presentations on different
themes: dairy farming, dairy goodness —
making the most of milk, careers in the
dairy industry, processing — from moo to
you, and technology — updating the farm
image.

“It’s up to the teacher what
presentation I bring them,” she said,
noting that the technology presentation
was the most requested this year, while
last year “dairy goodness” was the trend.

The programming is geared for kids in
Kindergarten to Grade 6, but Johnson said
the teachers often learn something, too.

Twice a year, Johnson meets with the
other dairy educators in Ontario to get
new information, as well as presentation
tips.

“There’s always a share session,” she
said, adding it’s interesting to hear how
different educators use the resources
available to them.

While Johnson has 13 schools in her
region, some dairy educators have 700,
like the one in Ottawa.

Aside from the elementary school
visits as dairy educator, Johnson also
visits Happy Face Nursery School, and
helps the milk committee in its other
educational and promotional endeavours,
such as the float for the Winchester
Country Christmas Parade of Lights, and
contributing to the area’s fairs. Last year
she participated in the Chesterville and
District Rotary Club’s Breakfast with

Santa — serving up 22 litres of Kawartha
Lakes vanilla ice-cream into cups of hot
chocolate.

Johnson is also one of the organizers
of, and a presenter at, the annual
agriculture awareness fair for Grade 4
students hosted by the Dundas
Agricultural Education Committee at
Matilda Hall in Dixon’s Corners.

“It’s great fun,” she said about her
work as a dairy educator. “I love to see
the kids’ faces when they ‘oohh’ and
‘ahh.’ I love to hear their little stories.”

She said a key to presenting to keep
things moving and entertaining. 

“I try to make it fun,” she said, noting
that in some classes she’ll have the kids
make butter, and always manages to work
in a game of some sort. “I want them to
learn something, but I want them to have
fun, too.”

She said it’s sometimes challenging to
get the point across that we need farmers
and that their job is one of the most

important. She tries to impart that farmers
are no longer high-school dropouts, but
are well educated.

“You have to have a good education to
be able to run the computers associated
with the machinery; you have to be a
scientist to deal with the crops; you have
to be able to do accounting to balance
your books; and also be a good time,
money, and people manager,” she said.

When asked if she had any pet peeves
about being a dairy educator, it didn’t
take her long to come up with one.

“Everywhere I go, there’s somebody
who still believes that chocolate milk
comes from brown cows,” she
exclaimed. 

That’s not the only fallacy about the
dairy industry that comes out of kids’
mouths during her presentations.

“You run into some real doozies,” she
said. “But you can’t fault the kids for not
knowing stuff, because their parents don’t
know it.”

Dairy educator: a rewarding and important job

Leslie Johnson of
Chesterville is the
Dundas County
dairy educator.
She makes
school
presentations as
well as being
involved in other
educational
opportunities in
the community.
Press Photo —
James



by Blair Murray
OMAFRA dairy genetic 
improvement specialist

KEMPTVILLE — Who is minding the
cows? When it comes to heat detection, a
small electronic device worn by each cow
may do part of the monitoring duties on
modern dairy farms. This piece of
personalized cow jewellery is an activity
monitor, which is becoming popular on
modern dairy operations as a way to carry
out heat detection in order to save labour
and get cows bred and in calf on time.

An activity monitor contains a
multidirectional motion sensor, a memory,
and an identification chip, all encased in a
toughened plastic coat. Activity monitors
are made and sold by a number of
companies, most of which are in the
milking equipment business. Most
activity monitors are worn on the cow’s
neck held on with a web belt like a
necklace. Some kinds are fastened to the
cow’s leg in true pedometer style. Most
monitor systems are integrated with the
existing computer system of the
operation. Some also have stand-alone
capability and can be operated
independently of the milking equipment.

A cow’s activity level increases
dramatically when she is coming into
heat.  An activity monitor strapped to her
neck or leg will measure and record this
increased activity.

When the cow comes into close
proximity of a activity reader, the device
energizes the monitor and reads the
identification of the cow and the measure
of activity. Depending on the
manufacturer, the reader devices can be in
the milking parlour, at the entrance or exit
to the parlour, or at another strategic
place. If a second group of cows are
involved that are some distance away
from the central area, a relay transmitter
device may be used to transmit the signal
back to the central computer.

The central computer processor
catalogues readings and makes some
sense out of them to give a report or
graphic of the activity of each cow to the
producer or herdsperson.

Typically a cow’s activity level
increases by two to four times when she
is coming into heat. The herdsperson has
to look at the report first thing every
morning and identify the cows with
spikes in their activity over the previous
24 hours. Cows with a sharp increase in
activity that are in the right stage of
lactation, should be bred the next morning
or about 12 to 24 hours after the spike in
activity on the monitor.

High producing dairy cows tend to have
very short heat periods and show only
brief periods of mounting activity. Heat
detection in order to breed cows on time
requires the attention of a skilled person or
persons, three to five times per day, seven
days a week. As well, heat detection is not
always carried out during extra busy times
on the dairy farm or times when staff are
short handed. Average heat detection rates
in a herd range from 30 to 60 per cent. A
heat detection rate of 60 to 65 per cent is
really in the top levels.

Activity monitors, however, tend to
detect 85 to 90 per cent of cows that are
in heat. Unfortunately, not all cows come
into heat in the time period of 70 to 100
days in lactation. Research from
Wisconsin estimates that about 20 to 25
per cent of cows are anovulatory in that
time period. So if activity monitors detect
85 per cent of the cows that are cycling,
and 80 per cent of all cows to be bred at
that time are actually cycling properly,
then the heat detection rate by activity
monitors would be 68 per cent. This is
still slightly better than the best results of
just observation alone. 

In calculating the cost of a heat
detection program, many include using an
ovsynch program for approximately 25
per cent of the cows that were not detected
in heat and bred in the first 21 to 24 days
after the voluntary waiting period, using
the activity monitors. Replace up to 365
hours of sometimes unreliable labour per
year with consistent seven days a week
automated data collection.

An ovsynch progam will likely get
better results as it will ensure most cows
are cycling when they are due to be bred.
An ovsynch or similar program will bring
on ovulation in most of the anovulatory
cows (20 to 25 per cent) giving them the
opportunity to become pregnant. The
disadvantages to an ovsynch program are
increased cost and some producers’
preference not to control the reproductive
cycle of all cows.

All methods of heat detection have
costs. A heat detection system of
dedicated observation for 20 minutes
three times daily is equal to 365 hours a
year at $16, which translates into a price
tag of $5,840 per year.  

As well, there are costs of drugs to
cycle the cows that are missed with
manual heat detection. When costs of
labour, drugs, and capital investment are
calculated, a basic comparison can be
made.

Cost per cow for an ovsynch program
remains pretty constant per cow, whereas
the cost of an activity monitor system
begins high due to higher capital
investment but then reduces over larger
numbers of cows. On a cost per cow
basis, a pedometer or activity monitor
system can be competitive with intensive
manual heat detection.

Activity monitors for heat detection
really only have useful application in
freestall barns. There is ongoing research
to find applications in tie stall barns, but
the cows’ freedom of movement in tie
stall barns is so restricted they seem to be
of little use at present. Another excellent
application, however, is for heat detection
in heifer pens and heifer barns.  

Other uses
It makes some sense that activity

monitors could be used to identify cows
with dramatically decreased activity, as
well. The logic is that these cows are
probably sick or off feed. Research and
experience show that cows with low
activity should be checked, but their
reduced activity alone is not a great

predictor of illness. One study has
actually shown increased activity in cows
with digestive disorders. Cows showing a
depressed activity reading certainly
warrant investigation in case of illness.

Activity monitors as a means of heat
detection in dairy herds are not yet
common, but their use is increasing. As
the technology improves and becomes
more affordable, activity monitors may be

a very good alterative to consider for heat
detection in medium to large free stall
dairy barns and loose housed replacement
heifers. The labour savings of activity
monitors versus manual heat detection are
becoming a more important factor. The
devices can be cost competitive, along
with providing accurate detection of cow
activity leading up to time for successful
insemination. 

Being crowned the county dairy
princess was once the ultimate
honour for many young farm
girls. Today, the tradition is all
but forgotten. What happened?

by Amanda Smith-Millar
WINCHESTER – Not everybody knows
this, but Dundas County’s first dairy
princess is still around town. In fact, she’s
the deputy-mayor of North Dundas
Township. 

But when Estella Rose (then Estella
Fawcett) was first approached to become
Dundas County’s first dairy princess in
1957, she didn’t know what she was
getting into. All she knew was that milk
committees across Ontario were working
together, searching for a young woman to
become the face and voice of the
province’s dairy industry. A competition,
held at the Canadian National Exhibition
(CNE) in Toronto, would find the first
“Dairy Queen,” who would spend the
next year travelling around Ontario, using
her excellent public speaking skills to
promote the dairy industry in schools and
at public events.

Rose also didn’t foresee that decades
later, the dairy princess competition would
catapult to a new level. It would capitalize
on its pageantry elements, complete with
evening gowns, horse-drawn carriages,
heavy media coverage, cheering crowds,
and a lavish “lootbag” of prizes for the
young contestants to take home.

Nor did Rose know that by the mid-
1990s, there no longer would be any such
thing as a dairy princess.

So what happened? Where did the
dairy princess go?

Some say the competition was too
expensive to run. Others wonder if
pageantry fell out of favour with the
general public, as people became less
comfortable with lining up young women
to determine who was “the best” – even if
the competition was based on agriculture
knowledge and public speaking ability.

But if you ask the former dairy
princesses, most of them will say the
competition had value – both for them
personally and for the dairy industry. 

Rose says the competition in Toronto
boosted her confidence. She’d been
chosen due to her involvement with 4-H

and her commitment to her parent’s dairy
farm in Winchester. 

“I went to Toronto on the train and
stayed at the Royal York Hotel,” recalls
Rose. She received $75 to cover expenses
and received a small commemorative
broach, which she still wears today. 

She remembers that only about five other
girls were competing for the dairy queen
title at the CNE. Half her competition score
was based on a cow milking demonstration.
The other half was based on an interview
before a panel of judges. 

“I know one question they asked me
was, ‘How many pounds of milk went into
Ault Foods?’” recalls Rose with a laugh.
“And of course, I didn’t have a clue.”

Rose wasn’t selected as the dairy
queen, but she wasn’t too disappointed.
She returned to Winchester, where she
owned and operated a beauty salon, and
didn’t think much more about it.

Rose disagrees that the pageant
degraded women – she wouldn’t have
participated if that was the case. 

“I was into women’s rights,” points out
Rose. “I didn’t see [the contest] as
anything negative.”

More importantly, says Rose, the
competition gave her the chance to
develop her public speaking skills. It also
encouraged her to get involved in her

community. Today, Rose looks back on a
lifetime of volunteer work and political
involvement at the municipal level. 

“You were called a dairy princess, but
it certainly never made me think I was
royalty,” says Mary Fawcett, who was
crowned Dundas Dairy Princess after
Rose in 1958. “I never felt it was a beauty
contest at all.”

Still, by the mid-1960s, the dairy
princess competition was an increasingly
glitzy and competitive event. It was
tougher to win at the county level, too. In
Dundas, a committed group of organizers
worked hard each year to run the Dundas
Dairy Princess competition, which
became a highlight at various summer
fairs. The winner received a tiara, a sash,

a bouquet of flowers, and often a few
other prizes. She could expect to see her
face on the Winchester’s Press’ front page
the following week. The pageant was, by
all accounts, a big deal in Dundas County.

But being the dairy princess was a lot
of work, too. A newly-crowned Miss
Dundas faced a demanding, year-long
schedule of public appearances, speeches,
and school presentations. Many princesses
pursued university or college education at
the same time. They also had to prepare
for the Ontario-wide pageant in Toronto
the following August, which was by then a
high-pressure event that drew large
crowds and national media attention. 

Who killed the dairy princess?
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www.danr.ca755 COUNTY RD. 9,
PLANTAGENET, ONT.
613-673-5129
1-888-755-3267

2301 HIGHWAY 31,
WINCHESTER, ONT.

613-774-1616
1-888-281-3267

DAN R WINCHESTERDAN R EQUIPMENT

on select models. Call for details.

If time is money, Landpride is cash in your pocket!

RR#1, South Mountain

613-989-2838 / 1-800-387-0504
Fax 613-989-3216 / 1-800-980-2295

Cell. 613-791-6133

ED DUNCAN
Satellite Tracking and Communications

Quality Hay Dealer

Our markets are changing and we are now looking for

hay that is 90% or more timothy with balance 10%

orchard grass. So if  you are growing hay for resale

market and planting new seeding this year, we suggest

the 90% timothy and 10% orchard mixture.

WANTED
We Are Currently Looking Ahead

To Buy Year 2007 First Cut
Timothy and Timothy Alfalfa Hay

in Small Square Bales

Quick List of  Guidelines
for Small Square Bales

1) Bales need to be 36”-38” in length.
2) Bales need to weigh 48-52 lbs. when going into the barn.
3) Bale must moisture test no more than 15% moisture in bale

in order to store properly.
4) Bales must be a consistent size and be piled on edge in

mow to keep a good square form.
5) An option is to put a hay pin on baler plunger to put a hole in

the bales.
6) To minimize handling, store hay in a building that has good

easy access for loading the trailer.
7) Extra wedges in bale chamber of baler to ensure well-formed

bales while baling.
8) Get hay inside building as soon as possible to prevent

discoloration of  hay.

Activity monitors: save labour, breed cows on time

H&I
COUNTRY

SUPPLY

BRINSTON            613-652-4828

❐  Minerals/Premixes
❐  Pasture Blocks
❐  Bulk and Bagged Feed
❐  Farm Seeds
❐  Animal Health Products

❐  Herbicides
❐  Fencing Supplies
❐  Silage Plastic, Twine
❐  Fly Control
❐  Farm Fertilizers

Pride Seeds

We’ve moved!
Where? 2257 Hwy #31, Winchester
More Info? (613) 774-2159, (613) 774-7015,

(613) 880-2232

Visit us online at
www.dundasvet.com

We look
forward to

serving our
clients and

patients out of
our new facility.

Estimated cost per cow per year
100 COWS 300 COWS 

Heat Detection $67.98  (60.48) $28.35 (20.85)
Synchronization $65.66  (5.55) $63.69 (3.70)
Pedometers $39.35 (2.08) $24.99 (1.39)
Comm. Service* $84.15 (0) $31.50 (0)

*Technician marks and checks cows daily.
( ) included labour costs in brackets

Heat detection

• continued on next page

Back when Estella Rose
(left) was Estella Fawcett,
she became Dundas
County’s first dairy
princess. Her picture ran
on the front page of  the
Winchester Press in
1957. In 1993, Terri Hoy
(below, left) became the
last dairy princess before
the pageant was
cancelled, and the title
was changed to “dairy
educator.” Anja Berends
(right) took over the new
position the following year. 
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D.T. Mobile WashD.T. Mobile Wash
MOBILE ON-SITE HOT WATER

PRESSURE WASHING

DEC
KS,

ETC.

A to Z, If it’s dirty, it’s for me!

Call Dave Tremblay for free estimates

613-652-1690
Mobile 613-227-8084

FREEST
ALL

BARNS

EQUIPMENT

SIDE
D &

BRICK

HOUSES

POWER EQUIPMENT
Hwy. 31, Williamsburg  613-535-2488

www.easternengines.com

Count on it.

LAWN MOWER SALELAWN MOWER SALELAWN MOWER SALE
LAWN

TRACTORS

20 hp 42” $1,899
20 hp 46” $2,099

GARDEN
TRACTORS

23 hp 50” $2,999

19 hp 42” $3,499
21 hp 50” $3,899

WALK-BEHIND
PUSH MOWERS

Starting at

6.5 hp 22” $379.95

20049

EASTERN ENGINES

6.5 hp, 21”
$599.95

SELF-PROPELLED
PERSONAL PACE

MOWERS  ZERO TURN TIMECUTTERS

HWY. 43E, CHESTERVILLE

Washed Stone • Topsoil • Crushed Stone • Sand & Gravel

WILL DELIVER SMALL QUANTITIES: 1 YARD & UP

BACKHOE & HYHOE RENTAL

Call for prices • 613-448-2856

BACKHOE & HAULAGE
SERVICE LTD.MONAST

2819 County Rd. #7
RR#1, CHESTERVILLE, ON, K0C 1H0

Tel.: 613-448-1871
Fax: 613-448-1584

E-Mail: elevator@vbfarms.ca

A luscious, but light dessert
that’s easy to make and
perfect for entertaining.
This recipe makes six
servings. This and other
dairy recipes can be found
at the Dairy Farmers of
Canada’s
www.dairygoodness.ca
website.

Ingredients: 
2 tbsp (30 ml) butter, 

melted  
4 sheets phyllo pastry 

dough  
3 tbsp (45 ml) icing sugar  
3/4 cup (200 ml) whipping cream  
1 cup (250 ml) vanilla yogurt  
2 cups (500 ml) frozen raspberries

Preparation: 
Preheat oven to 400 F (220 C).

Thaw raspberries in a large shallow
bowl. Sift 2 tbsp (30 ml) sugar over
raspberries. Butter each sheet of
dough. Stack sheets up and sift
remaining sugar over top. 

Cut dough into 18 roughly equal
rectangles, by slicing dough
lengthwise into thirds, then slicing
each third into six equal sections.
Place rectangles on large cookie sheet.
Bake three to four minutes until
golden. Cool. 

Whip cream until stiff. Fold in
yogurt. Refrigerate if not assembling
right away.

Assembly: 
Place one pastry rectangle on each

plate, cover with cream mixture and
dot with raspberries. Repeat, making
another layer and finish with pastry.
Use raspberry liquid to decorate plate.
Serve immediately. 

Nutritional information: 
Per Serving:
Energy: 327 calories
Carbohydrate: 41 g 
Protein: 4 g
Fat: 17 g 

Dairy Recipe

Amazing berries ‘n’ cream
mille-feuille

A delicious warming soup
on a cold, damp day. Enjoy
with wholegrain bread and
a side salad. This recipe
makes 12 servings. This
and other dairy recipes can
be found at the Dairy
Farmers of Canada’s
www.dairygoodness.ca
website.

Ingredients: 
4 tbsp (60 ml) butter 
1 1/2 cups (375 ml) 

diced onion 
1 tsp (5 ml) thyme  
8 cups (2 L) cauliflower 

(about 1 medium head), chopped  
2 cups (500 ml) diced potato  
4 cans (10 oz/284 ml each) 

condensed chicken broth, 
undiluted  

1/3 cup (75 ml) all purpose flour  
5 1/2 cups (1.375 L) milk  
4 cups (1 L) shredded medium 

Canadian cheddar cheese  

Preparation: 
In large pot, melt butter over

medium-high heat; cook onion and
thyme, for about three minutes or until
onion is tender. Add cauliflower,
potato, and broth; bring to boil. Cover
and reduce heat to medium, cook
about eight to 10 minutes or until 

vegetables are tender.
Whisk flour into milk; gradually

stir into soup. Increase heat to
medium-high, cook stirring
occasionally for about eight minutes or
until slightly thickened.

Remove from heat; add cheese,
stirring until cheese melts. Season to
taste.   

Nutritional information: 
Per serving 
Energy: 319 calories
Protein: 20 g
Fat: 19 g
Carbohydrates: 19 g
Fibre: 2.7 g
Sodium: 961 mg

Dairy Recipe

Cheddar, cauliflower, and
potato soup

MARQUE

BRAND

ST-ALBERT COOPERATIVE
CHEESE INC.

P.O. BOX 30, ST-ALBERT, ONT., K0A 3C0

FONDÉE

1894

SINCE

613-987-2872

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday-Friday, 9 am-6 pm

Summer hours starting in June.
Call for times!

Don’t forget our

Curd Festival
 Aug. 16, 17, 18, 19

13495 Cty. Rd. 9, RR#3, Chesterville, ON, K0C 1H0

Dave Chambers
Tel. 613-448-1003

Mary Fisher was crowned Carleton
County Dairy Princess in 1963. Later, she
would become the co-ordinator of the
Dundas Dairy Princess competition and
would chaperone the Dundas princesses
to Toronto if their parents couldn’t attend.  

Fisher says the pageants generated
fantastic publicity for the dairy industry.
In the 1980s, the dairy princesses had a
float in Ottawa’s Tulip Festival’s
“flotilla,” which was a boat parade on the
Rideau Canal. 

“If it was a nice day in Ottawa, the
crowds were fantastic,” recalls Fisher,
who would gather 12 or 14 county dairy
princesses and put them on the float. The
princesses, dressed in uniform white with
their tiaras and red sashes, would wave to
spectators along the canal. After the
flotilla was over, the princesses mingled
with the crowd, passed out promotional
buttons and answered questions. “They
really stood out,” says Fisher. 

Other dairy princesses would agree
that their tiaras and sashes made people
pay attention to what they had to say
about the dairy industry. In 1977, the
Winchester Press published a feature
article on Dundas County Dairy Princess
Helen Fawcett. She said children were
floored to meet a “real, live princess,”
and that it made them listen to her
presentation on milk consumption.

“I was there to talk about nutrition,”
said Fawcett, then 18, who’d done over
30 public appearances by that point in
1977. “But all the kids wanted to hear
about was my role as a princess. One
little girl, after examining me very
carefully, asked me where my wand was.” 

Although county princesses found it
challenging to fulfill their duties, it was
harder still for the Ontario Dairy Princess. 

“You became the employee of the
Ontario Milk Marketing Board for a
year,” says Fisher. “You were given a car
to travel the province, [and] you went out
across Ontario promoting milk. You’d be
expected to go wherever you were
invited. If you were in university, you had
to take a year off.”

Post-secondary education was a
problematic issue for many pageant
contestants, including Estella Rose’s
daughter, Suzanne Irwin. 

In 1984, Irwin (then unmarried) held
the honour of being the first Dundas dairy
princess to reach the finals in Toronto. By
the 1980s, the competition had been
around for 29 years and had reached its
peak. It lasted a week, and nearly 50 girls
from across Ontario would travel to the
CNE. After the semi-finals, only five
contestants remained. The finalists arrived
at the CNE in evening gowns, riding in a
horse-drawn carriage, and were followed
by a spotlight as they made their
entrance. 

Although Irwin stood a good chance of
winning, she faced a difficult choice
before the finals. Irwin had always
dreamed of becoming a teacher, but she’d
been waitlisted for teachers’ college. 

Shortly before the finals, Irwin’s sister
phoned with some important news. Irwin
had been officially accepted to teachers’
college, and they were waiting for an
answer.

“I hope I’m not going to break the
hearts of the Dundas Milk Committee,”
says Irwin, reflecting on her choice 22
years later. “I mean that was a life-long
decision. Because who knows, would
have I gotten into teachers’ college again?
I really didn’t tell them [the judges] not to
choose me. But I sure did let them know
that I was headed to teachers’ college in a
few days.”

But she stressed that the experience
was invaluable. 

“It’s confidence, and just, you know,
self-esteem,” says Irwin, who is now the
principal of Turnberry Central Public
School, located two hours north of
London, Ont. “And it helped me, too, to
be proud my roots. Because I don’t think
that I always was. You grew up on a
farm, and it was hard work.”

By the early 1990s, the elaborate and
expensive Ontario-wide pageant was on

the chopping block. In newspaper
interviews, Fisher and other organizers
had to defend constantly the contest they
worked so hard to organize. “It’s not just
the prettiest contestant [who] wins,”
Fisher insisted in a 1991 interview with
the Winchester Press. By that point,
Fisher must have felt like a broken record
– she’d made similar statements the year
before, and the year before that. 

“The milk marketing board here in
Ontario thought they’d like to spend their
promotional money elsewhere,” recalls
Fisher, reflecting on the 36-year-long
pageant. She also points out that in the
densely-populated areas of Toronto, a
full-time employee was needed to visit
schools on a regular basis. One dairy
princess simply could not fulfill that
demand.

In 1993, Terri Hoy became Dundas
County’s last dairy princess. The pageant
was quietly cancelled at the Ontario level
the next year. In August of 1994, Anja
Berends became Dundas County’s first
dairy educator, assuming the princess’s
promotional duties at fairs and schools.
In the Winchester Press that week, a
picture of Berends with her husband and
four children appeared. 

So, is the dairy industry missing
anything without its princess? 

“Maybe it’s just the awe of a tiara and
a sash,” says Irwin, reflecting on her
career in the education system. She
agrees that now it’s more fair because the
dairy educator position is open to
everyone. Plus, the dairy educator, unlike
the dairy princess, is not necessarily
college-age, reducing the chance that
school will conflict with dairy promotion
duties. 

“But I just remember going into the
schools,”  adds Irwin. “And maybe it’s
the whole princess thing, but when I see
the dairy educator come into the schools
now, it’s definitely not the same.”

Perhaps nobody killed the dairy
princess. Maybe, like many royal figures
in history, her lifestyle was too expensive
to justify. And possibly she could no
longer survive in a society increasingly
conscious of political correctness.

As Mary Fawcett points out, young
women today might not be as attracted to
a pageant-style competition. 

“I don’t know whether you’d find girls
that would want to do it now, or not,”
muses Fawcett. “Times change, don’t
they?”

Nonetheless, the dairy princess
program should not be forgotten. It gave
many young women the chance to
develop important life skills. Many
princesses honed their public speaking
ability through countless presentations. It
inspired others to simply follow their
dreams. For some, like Rose, the
competition was an early challenge that
sparked a life-long commitment to
municipal politics and volunteerism.
Finally, it gave farm girls everywhere the
chance to promote their family’s industry,
their rural lifestyle, and most of all, how
proud they were to live in rural Ontario. 

Dairy princess • continued from previous page

1983 Dundas County Dairy Princess
Suzanne Rose



by Amanda Smith-Millar
CHESTERVILLE – Barry Merkley
will be the first to tell you – he’s not
excited about his new barn. Yet.

But he’s looking forward to
August, when Abbedale Farms’ new
barn will be mostly re-constructed and
ready to operate again. 

On Aug. 5, one year will have
passed since a fire ripped through the
north end of Abbedale Farms’ barn,
killing 32 cows and eight calves in the
process. Twenty-six cows were
rescued from the flames, but the entire
structure burnt to the ground.
Ultimately, authorities stated the cause
of the fire was “inconclusive.”

“You can’t look back, you’ve got
to look ahead,” said Merkley.

Together with brothers Graham and
Claire, Merkley decided not to quit
farming and accept financial
compensation from his insurance
company. Instead, the Merkleys chose
to rebuild the 46-foot wide by 220-
foot long barn. 

“We could’ve taken the money and
just quit,” said Merkley. “I’m sure
there’s some people who figured we
should’ve took the money and run,
but there’s more to life than just
money. You have to have a reason to
get up in the morning.”

The brothers then contracted
Swank Construction to reconstruct
their barn from scratch.  The
Merkleys now have the advantage of
hindsight – they can make some
modifications on the original barn.
Even though the “old” barn wasn’t
old at all – it was built about 20 years
ago and renovated in 1997 – Merkley
said there are some improvements to
be made. 

First, the Merkleys are installing
fewer fans. The original barn had six

24-inch fans and six 36-inch fans on
its south side, used to ventilate the
building during the spring, fall, and
winter months. There were also four
48-inch fans on the east side to
ventilate the barn during extreme heat
conditions.

The new barn will use more
energy-efficient Plexiglass windows
with automatic openers. The windows
can be raised and lowered, allowing
the breeze to ventilate the barn. When
it’s extremely hot, the Plexiglass
windows will close, the west end of
the barn will open, and four variable-
speed 48-inch fans at the barns’ east
end will create a high-velocity breeze
to cool the cows down.

“That’ll save money on electricity,”
said Merkley.

Also, the new variable-speed fans
won’t come on full-blast all the time.
All three brothers say they’ve
experienced hearing loss over the
years from barn noise.

“The four 48s were extremely
noisy,” recalled Merkley, adding that
with milker pumps and other farm
equipment, the combined farm noises
had a detrimental impact on his ears.
“It does have an effect on your
hearing. But with these new variable-
speed [fans], they don’t have the same
noise levels.”

After the barn’s frame is
constructed and the cow stalls are
added, the plumbing system will be
completed. After that, Brinston’s
Plante Equipment will come in to
install the milk line. When the cement
work is finished and the cow
mattresses are laid down in each stall,
it will be time to bring the cows in
and start milking. 

Abbedale Farms 
on schedule to re-open
by anniversary of fire
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Upper Canada Veterinary Services
is

MOVING JUNE 18TH
to 12006 County Rd. 3, Winchester

(Main St. W. opposite Tim Hortons)

Dr. William Armstrong • Dr. Michele Dutnall
613-774-6386

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 7:30 am-5:00 pm,
Thursday 7:30 am-7:00 pm; Saturday 8:00 am-12:00 noon

Recently renovated, the new location

will give us the needed space

to continue to serve

our community

KBC
2540 Hwy 43  W., Kemptville

www.homehardware.com

613-258-6000 1-800-810-4269

• Steel roofing and
siding, galvanized or
prepainted in a
variety of profiles

• Insulation
• Electrical/heating

systems

• Standard widths 32’, 40’, 48’ • Standard lengths 48’, 64’ • Standard heights 12’, 14’, 16’

• Metal roofing & siding  • Insulation  • Roof trusses  • Cement blocks
• Electrical supplies
• Plumbing supplies
• Treated lumber
• Fencing
• Hardware
• Paint

Speak to Gerry for your FREE quote

KEMPTVILLE

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-5:30 pm
Sat. 8:00 am-5:00 pm

We can help you with all your Building Needs

STUD / POST

FRAME

From our archives
This ad appeared in the
Winchester Press, 
April 25, 1957.

Rebuilding after destruction 

Under construction
Brothers Barry (left), Claire, and Graham Merkley – with dog Sandy – stand in the
frame of  their brand-new barn, which they hope will be finished in August. A fire of
undetermined origin burnt the old structure to the ground approximately one year ago.
The brothers have to rebuild their barn from scratch, so they can use hindsight to
remake some choices when it comes to fans, floors, and ventilation systems. 

Press Photo – Smith-Millar

Tile Drainage Systems
Designed & Installed
Repairs &
Maintenance

Erosion Control Projects
Bulldozer, Root Rake
Excavator
Laser Equipped
Float Service
Backhoe Service

Tile
Drainage

Ltd.

RR#1, Winchester
Ontario, K0C 2K0
613-774-3751
Fax 613-774-2999

Henry Doornwaard

SERVING FARMERS

SINCE 1979

• continued on next page

SPRAY FOAM INSULATION

Ralph Winterburn

13109 County Rd. 3,
Winchester, Ont.,

K0C 2K0

613-448-0394

A tender texture and burst of fresh
lemon flavour make this a lovely
muffin for any time of day. This recipe
makes 12 muffins. This and other
dairy recipes can be found at the Dairy
Farmers of Canada’s
www.dairygoodness.ca website.

Ingredients: 
1 1/4 cups (300 ml) milk
1/2 cup (125 ml) plain yogurt
Grated rind of two large lemons
2 tbsp (30 ml) fresh lemon juice
2 1/2 cups (625 ml) all-purpose 

flour
1/2 cup (125 ml) whole wheat flour
2 tsp (10 ml) baking powder
1 tsp (5 ml) baking soda
1/4 tsp (1 ml) salt
Pinch ground nutmeg
2/3 cup (150 ml) granulated sugar
1 egg
1/4 cup (50 ml) butter, melted
1 tsp (5 ml) vanilla

Preparation: 
Preheat oven to 400 F (200 C).

Lightly butter nonstick muffin pans.
Whisk together milk, yogurt, lemon

rind, and juice; let stand for five
minutes. In a separate large bowl,
combine all-purpose and whole wheat
flours, baking powder, baking soda,
salt, and a pinch of nutmeg. Whisk
sugar, egg, butter, and vanilla into
milk mixture. Pour over dry

ingredients and stir just until
moistened. 

Spoon batter into prepared muffin
pan and sprinkle a little nutmeg on top
of each muffin. Bake for 20 to 25
minutes or until tops are firm to the
touch. Let cool in pan for 10 minutes.
Transfer to rack to cool completely.

Optional glaze: 
Heat 2 tbsp (30 ml) each of

granulated sugar and fresh lemon juice
in saucepan or in microwave until
sugar is dissolved; brush over warm
muffins.

Nutritional information: 
Per serving (one muffin)
Energy: 204 Calories
Protein: 5 g
Carbohydrates: 36 g
Fiber: 1.5 g
Fat: 4 g
Sodium: 171mg

Dairy Recipe

Light and lemony
muffins

•   Research shows chocolate
milk is just as effective as
Gatorade in helping athletes
recover from strenuous
exercise.

•   Studies have shown that cows
give more milk when they
listen to music. MURPHY’S SALES & SERVICE

613-652-4802   BRINSTON, ON   FAX 613-652-1991

COW COMFORT
TECHNOLOGYNEW

Dual Chamber Cow Comfort Cushion

WATERBEDS
• Offer superior cow comfort • Use less bedding • Stay drier
• Keep cows cleaner • Do not pack • Lower your somatic cell
count • Reduce mastitis incidences • Will not harbor or grow

bacteria • Most of  all - they are long lasting!



CAMBRIDGE, ONT. — The Ontario
Holstein Branch has hired Cheryl Stanley
as the new Holstein representative for
Eastern Ontario, effective June 20.

Stanley currently resides in
Shawville, Que. and will be moving
with her family to Eastern Ontario this
fall. She will take over from Julie
Anderson, who has decided to return to
her family farm.  

She was raised on a purebred dairy
farm in Bristol, Que. and has been very
active in many activities throughout her
youth. She held the position of president
for her class while attending the Ontario
Agricultural College at the University of
Guelph and has served as president for
the Quebec Young Farmers Provincial
Federation.

Stanley’s professional career
includes positions at the Holstein
Journal as a livestock advertising
associate and with Eastern Breeders
Inc. in the marketing department and as
field services and dairy sales co-
ordinator. She has been a part of her
family farm on two occasions as
herdsperson and as co-owner. Her
knowledge of the industry, ability to
communicate in French, and the

relationship with farmers in the Eastern
Ontario district will be an asset.

According to an Ontario Holstein
Branch press release, “Cheryl brings great
enthusiasm for the Holstein breed and
that positive attitude will be contagious
amongst our members and the youth of
Eastern Ontario.”

New Holstein
representative for
Eastern Ontario
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P.O. Box 141, 691 St. Lawrence Street
Winchester, ON   K0C 2K0

613-774-2662
Fax: 613-774-2664
Cell: 613-558-5925

idealpipe@magma.ca

• Drainage Tile

• Culverts
and more

• RETAIL OUTLET

John Guy, Sales/Plant Manager

Manufacturing
Plant

G. & J. Yelle Inc.
Material Handling Equipment & Ventilation

GILLES YELLE

Bus.: 613-987-5336                             2068 County Rd. 12
Fax: 613-987-5787                           CRYSLER, ONTARIO
Cell.: 613-223-4836                                                K0A 1R0

REIS
EQUIPMENT CENTERS

WINCHESTER
613-774-2273

CARP
613-836-3033

Call Henk Huizenga

613-293-9046
OTTAWA VALLEY

HARVESTORE
SYSTEMS

KEMPTVILLE, ONT. •  1-800-267-7940
‘Your Authorized Independent Dealer’

FEED STORAGE WITH
HARVESTORE IS
SAVING MONEY!

www.harvestore.com
Excellent pre-owned
structures available

In-stock feed cart,
new and used
Supermix TMR
and roller mills 

FEEDING EQUIPMENT
FROM ROVIBEC IS
MAKING PROFIT!

www.rovibec.com

29 years of  quality work

Walls and roofs of  farm, commercial  and

residential buildings

Painting Renfrew to Hawkesbury, Kingston to Lancaster

Phone 613-445-2982 FOR FREE ESTIMATES

RUSSELL, ONTARIO

JERRY CUMMINGS
PROFESSIONAL

AIRLESS PAINTING

•   It takes 29 cups of milk to make one pound of butter.

•   The average cow produces 90 glasses of milk each day or about 200,000
glasses of milk throughout her life.

•   A cow’s udder can hold 25 to
50 pounds of milk.

•   Milk is also used to
manufacture
glue, paint, and
plastics, while
photographic
film is made from
a cow’s gelatin. 

The Merkleys have decided to milk
68 head in their new barn. It will be
less work than the 80-odd head they
had nearly two years ago.

“Both my brothers have been
farming all their lives,” said
Merkley, adding that Graham and
Claire built the original barn about
two decades ago. “It [the fire] was a
bigger loss for them than me, in a
sense, because they’ve spent every
day out there.”

The Merkleys said they’d like to
express deep gratitude toward
neighbours and friends who lent
machinery and contributed hay, time,
free labour, and support after last
August.  

“We wouldn’t be in business today
if it wasn’t for the neighbours,” said
Merkley. “We wouldn’t be
rebuilding.”

He especially wants to thank Kevin

and Brian Munro, who sold their cows
and retired from farming shortly
before the Aug. 5 fire. The Munros’
empty barn on Forward Road in
Chesterville became a home for the
Merkleys’ 26 surviving cows. It’s
there that the Merkleys have been
milking their cattle as they slowly
rebuild their herd, which is currently
at about 50 head. 

Rebuilding the barn has been an
incredible amount of stress and work
for the Merkleys. Was it worth it? 

“It’s just a matter of getting
everything planned the way you
want it,” said Merkley, stressing that
obviously, he didn’t want a new
barn – the old one was just fine.
“It’s not something we really wanted
to do.”

But, he added, quitting farming
because of the fire was never a viable
option. 

“We want to quit on our own
terms,” said Merkley.

Abbedale Farms
• continued from previous page

Cheryl Stanley will become the new
Holstein representative for Eastern
Ontario, effective June 20. 

BRINSTON — Tibben Farms will host
this year’s Dundas County Holstein
Association barbecue on Wed., July
18.

“We’re looking forward to it,” said
Mark Tibben about the event, which is
usually attended by about 400
producers.  “We’re very honoured that
they asked us.”

Tibben told the Press
that his family’s dairy
operation currently milks
160 cows at a free stall
barn in Brinston. The
cows are milked in a
double-12 milking parlour.

The operation is a joint
effort between Ralph, Bill,
Mike, Mark, Glen, and
other Tibben family
members.

The annual barbecue is
a chance for local Holstein dairy
producers to catch-up and socialize,
and for veteran members to receive
recognition. Veteran and long-time
breeders will be awarded with
member pins from the Holstein
Association of Canada.

“We’re excited,” said Dundas
County Holstein Association president
Eric Vandenbroek.

The highlight of the night for the
children will be the Little Ray’s
Reptile Zoo presentation from 7 to 8
pm.

“There’s been a few changes this
year,” said Vandenbroek about the
Dundas County Holstein Association,
noting that a tri-county Dundas-Leeds-
Grenville Holstein show will take
place at the Spencerville Fairgrounds
on Aug. 25, in lieu of the annual black
and white show at the Chesterville
Fair, which moved from its August
date to July.

“We’ve had a good response from
producers,” Vandenbroek said about
the Spencerville show. “The more
people involved, the better.”

Vandenbroek is also excited

about the association’s first-ever
on-farm Holstein competition, the
winner of which will be able to
proudly hoist the Dundas County
Breeders’ Cup.

“It’s sort of like the Stanley Cup,”
he joked.

July 1 is the deadline for breeders to
enter, and judging will
take place the week of
July 10.

An official judge will
make their way from farm
to farm inspecting the one
or two animals entered by
each producer.

“We only want judging
to take one or two days —
that’s why we limited the
number of entries (per
farm),” Vandenbroek
explained. He noted that

Holstein associations in other parts of
the province hold similar competitions
annually.

“It’s been done before in Southern
Ontario, and we wanted to bring it
here,” he said, explaining that the idea
was brought to Dundas by one of the
association directors and the local field
person.

“This is just one way for people to
be involved,” Vandenbroek said. “It
makes it a lot easier for people to
participate.”

Vandenbroek said it’s a lot of work
to show cows at various fairs and
other opportunities throughout the
year, and this makes it simple for
producers to show off their prize
animals — a judge will come right to
their doorstep.

An entry form for the
competition was printed in last
month’s Holstein association
newsletter, or for more information,
producers can contact Vandenbroek
at 613-774-4206.

There are currently 12 members
on the Dundas association’s
executive.

Tibbens to host
Holstein barbecue

Dundas 
County 

Breeders’ 
Cup:

first-ever 
on-farm 
Holstein 

competition

Strong prospects for dairy
and beef as sources of CLA
KANANASKIS, ALTA. — As promise
grows for conjugated linoleic acid (CLA)
as a health-enhancing fatty acid with
lucrative market potential, studies of
dairy and beef cattle show these livestock
are well suited to deliver CLA to
consumers in a range of products, said
leading researchers at the CLA Summit
2007 conference, held May 8 to 10 in
Kananaskis, Alta.

The CLA summit,
hosted by the CLA
Network, brought together
top scientists and industry
stakeholders to present
and discuss the latest
science and opportunities
surrounding CLA.

“We see great
potential for dairy and
beef cattle and the
products they produce as
valuable sources of
natural CLA,” said Dr.
Erasmus Okine,
professor of ruminant
nutrition and metabolism
at the University of
Alberta and a member of
the CLA Network. “In
the CLA Network, we
have learned a great deal
about how CLA is
produced in these animals. We can use
this knowledge as the basis of strategies
to optimize and enhance the level of
CLA that is transferred to dairy and
beef products.”

Progress in understanding CLA can
strengthen the health image of dairy
and beef products. This can both
increase demand for existing products
and create opportunities to introduce
new health-oriented products with
enhanced CLA.

A key component of CLA Network
research progress has been the study of
animal mechanisms that underlie CLA
formation and transfer, said Okine.
CLA is formed naturally in beef and
dairy cattle when linoleic acid from
digested plant material is converted into
CLA through activity by
microorganisms in the rumen and in the
mammary gland.

“We’ve made strong progress in
understanding the mechanisms related to
the two forms of CLA currently of
greatest interest — CLA 9,11 and CLA
10,12,” said Okine. “One of our major
accomplishments has been to better
understand how CLA formation
influences fat deposition. We’ve found
that certain feeding strategies can not
only increase CLA levels but reduce
amounts of undesirable fat such as
backfat in beef cattle. This is a very
significant finding, since backfat is an
unwanted by-product that is a tremendous
cost to remove and to dispose of at the
processing level.”

Studies by researchers participating
in the CLA Network have confirmed

that beef and dairy products already
contain natural CLA and these natural
levels may be increased substantially
through simple livestock production
approaches. Researchers have shown
simple dietary manipulation can
consistently produce CLA increases of
five times or more in milk fat or two-to-
three times in beef.

“The nice thing about enhancing CLA
is we’re working with the
natural processes of the
animal,” said CLA
Network member Dr. John
Kennelly, a professor of
dairy cattle nutrition and
metabolism and dean of
the University of Alberta
faculty of agriculture,
forestry, and home
economics. “We’ve
focused a lot on what
happens in the rumen and
now we’re extending that
to the small intestine and
mammary gland. We’ve
made great strides in
developing production
strategies that will support
specific, consistent CLA
levels to provide a basis
for product development
opportunities.”

CLA is formed naturally in ruminant
animals, such as cattle, through a
process called bio-hydrogenation. This is
when bacteria in the gut add hydrogen to
a fat called linoleic acid, changing it to
CLA. Linoleic acid is essential to human
diets.

Its unique properties were first
discovered in the late 1970s. Today
science has advanced, and researchers are
making dramatic strides to identify and
harness the health boosting potential of
CLA.

While synthetic forms of CLA have
been developed for both commercial
supplements and research purposes, many
leading scientists believe the CLA found
naturally in beef and dairy products may
offer the best avenue for developing CLA
health potential.

CLA research is in the early stages,
but pioneering studies based largely on
animal models have shown considerable
CLA promise for human health benefits
related to cancer, heart disease, diabetes,
kidney disease, bone density and
obesity.

Canada is part of an emerging world
team tapping the health potential and
commercial opportunities of CLA and
other bio-active lipids. The CLA Network
is part of that effort. Founded in Alberta
in 2001 through a collaborative effort
involving government, academia and
industry, it includes representatives from
many areas of expertise such as research,
food industry, health and
communications.

For more information, visit
www.clanetwork.com.

Family Owned and Operated Independent

FUEL OIL SUPPLIER
RESIDENTIAL • AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL

Serving the region for over 15 years

 (613) 774-2655 1-800-667-8132

24 hour Emergency Service

• Friendly, Personal Customer Service
• Dependable Automatic Fuel Oil Delivery
• Cardlock Facility

• Water Heater Leasing Program
• Equalized Payment Plans
• 10 Day Pay Discount

“The nice 
thing about 
enhancing 

CLA is we’re
working with
the natural
processes of 
the animal.” 

— Dr. John Kennelly
CLA Network member 

2007 Summit



by Meghan Duncan
Press staff

MONKLAND — The gate opens and
hooves clatter on the wooden ramp as
about 24 purebred Saanen dairy goats file
into position. It’s milking time, which
also means it’s feeding time.

“A goat’s an animal you never want to
chase,” said Chris Frei. “They don’t listen
to anyone. You’ve got to work with them.
They’re very smart animals.”

Frei is one of only two goat milk
producers in Eastern Ontario. He is a
member of the Ontario Dairy Goat Co-
operative, which was formed in 2002, a
producer-owned and operated system to
allow members to be actively involved in
the marketing of their milk.

Frei started in the dairy goat industry
four years ago. He grew up on a dairy
farm in the Maxville area, but when he
wanted to start his own operation, the
price of quota was a deterrent. But, he
said, leaving his Holstein roots wasn’t a
hard decision.

“Now I’m hooked on goats,” Frei said,
noting that he raised a few as a hobby
when he was a child.

When Frei decided to milk goats, he
was driving a milk truck and heard talk of
the amalgamation of the North Eastern
Dairy Goat Producers with the then
western co-op, and thought it would be a
good time to enter the expanding industry.

Frei currently milks 140 animals at his
farm on Gravel Hill Road just north of
Monkland. Each goat produces an
average of two litres — some up to five
litres — of milk a day.

“There’s still lots of room for
improvement,” he said about production,
explaining that the goat milk industry is
about where the dairy cow industry was
30 years ago. “There’s a huge deviation
(in the amount of milk produced). It’s still
inconsistent.”

But, Frei said, as the industry expands,
so does the expertise in the field.

He bought his original herd from a
farmer in the Osgoode area, and currently
raises all offspring as replacements.

By using different techniques,
including lighting in the barn, Frei said he
is able to change the time of year his
goats breed, which also helps to keep
milk production consistent through the
year.

Dairy goat farmers undergo the same
inspection procedure as their neighbours
in the dairy cattle industry.

“We follow the same rules and
regulations,” Frei said, noting that the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food,
and Rural Affairs’s food inspection
branch provides on-farm inspection and
advisory services to producers. 

Each farm undergoes an annual
inspection, conducted under the authority
of the Ontario Milk Act to ensure farm
premises meet sanitary requirements for
milk production. 

And while Frei said he’s not much of a
milk drinker, he said he doesn’t mind goat
milk.

“There’s not much of a difference in
taste,” he said comparing the milk with
cow milk. “There’s no aftertaste, like
some people have said.”

He explained that goat milk is a much
finer milk — the components the make up
the liquid are much smaller. Goat milk
consumers generally use it for cooking, or
as an alternative to cow milk for those
with allergies.

“Percentage wise, it’s the same,” Frei
explained about the content of lactose in
goat milk. “But because the components
are smaller, it’s easier to digest.”

The goats are milked twice a day,
similar to cows, and eat similar forage, as

well — hay, haylage, corn silage, and
various byproducts. Dairy goats are
supplemented with grain.

Frei said that he’d like to see his
operation expand in years to come, on a
gradual basis.

“You only get so many replacements,”
he said, noting that people are interested
to hear about his operation, because the
industry is still relatively new in Eastern
Ontario.

“Some people (in the area) are
seriously looking at starting next year,”
Frei said. “That would give us a few more
(producers) in Eastern Ontario. The only
problem with getting into the industry is
that there are no animals available.”

Another big hurdle for dairy goat
farmers in Eastern Ontario right now is
that transportation costs are high because
of the low number of producers.

A milk truck comes to Frei’s farm once
a week for pick up, and heads west to the
North Gower area, where the only other
co-op member farm in the eastern region
is.

“They pick up every two days in
Western Ontario,” Frei explained,
noting that there’s a much higher
concentration of producers, simplifying
transportation routes. The co-op owns
two trucks for transportation, but
contracts the Eastern Ontario pick-up to
a local trucking firm.

He noted that the once-a-week pick
up means his milk will be used in
cheese production — the milk picked up
on a more regular basis is used for fluid
milk.

And while milk produced through the
co-op is marketed independently, there
are ongoing negations for co-op milk to
be used in several labels’ cheese
production.

Frei usually hands over about 2,000
litres a week, and is paid based on the
components — $7.72 per kilogram of fat;
$16.23 per kilogram of protein. He said it
works out to between 75 and 90 cents per
litre before deductions. 

Goat milk co-op
offers alternative 
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ANDRE MENARD & SONS
GRAIN ELEVATORS
Licensed Elevator & Grain Dealer

NEW SERVICE!
NOW OFFERING

TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES

Elevator Service for Corn & Soybean • Purchasing & Storage
For more information call:

Elevator 613-774-4246 • Home 613-445-5267 • Andre 613-229-2142
Elevator situated at

12650 Ormond Rd., Winchester (Marionville)

Klein’s Agri Services Ltd.
~ CUSTOM WORK ~

For pricing and availability 

call Chris Klein Boonschate

Tel. Shop: 613-774-0909 Cell: 613-229-8654

2 FLOATER TRUCKS
TWO SQUARE BALERS WITH ROTOR-CUT 

AND PRESERVATIVE

• Forage-Cutting 
• Big Square Baling

• Round and Square Bale Wrapping
• Manure Spreading

• Drag-Hose or Tankers 
• Buying and Selling Hay

Dundas Feed & Seed Ltd.
• Full line of  Purina Feeds
• Animal health products

• Boots, gloves • Livestock hardware
• Farm supplies

Sup-R-Growth Improved Mineral

Book now and

$AVE for this year’s

pasture season!

12270 St. Lawrence Street, Winchester
613-774-2044 • Toll Free 1-877-774-2044
PURINA®, CHOW® and the Checkerboard design are licensed trademarks of  Nestlé Purina PetCare Company.

Right: Though distracted by the flash on
the camera, the purebred Saanen goats

on Chris Frei’s dairy operation in
Monkland know that milking time means

feeding time, and need little persuasion to
clamour onto the milking table and grab

some grain.

A new dairy industry

• continued on next page

Dairy goat farmer Chris Frei is surrounded by some of  the 140 Saanen goats on his Gravel Hill Farm near Monkland.

Derks Elevator
‘Roasting Beans Is Our Specialty’

Flaked Roasted Beans & Whole Roasted Beans
Flaked Beans – Bulk or Bags

Whole Roasted Beans in Bulk only

PICKUP & DELIVERY CAN BE ARRANGED

GARY DERKS
RR2, 3063 Forward Rd. S.

Chesterville
613-448-2522

Fax: 613-448-1025

DERKS ELEVATOR
3063 Forward Rd. S.

Chesterville

Hwy. 43

Cassbridge

N
at

io
n 

V
al

le
y 

R
d.

Hwy. 31
Winchester

SpringsN
es

bi
tt 

R
d.

Answers to Dairy Month Word Scramble
1) calcium, 2) heifer, 3) udder, 4) parlour, 5) yogurt, 6) icecream, 7) dairy, 
8) curd, 9) carton, 10) butter, 11) milkshake, 12) mustache, 13) cream, 
14) holstein, 15) ayrshire, 16) jersey, 17) pasture, 18)homogenize, 19) farmer,
20) grass

The Greasy Pig Contest at the South Mountain Fair is always entertaining — for
spectators and competitors alike. The popular contest will return to the South
Mountain Fair, which is scheduled for Aug. 16 to 19 this year.   Photo — Barbour

It’s fair season
Here is a list of upcoming fairs in
the United Counties of SD&G and
the surrounding area. For more
information, check out
www.ontariofairs.com, which lists
each agricultural society’s website.
June 22 to 24

Maxville Fair
July 20 to 22

Avonmore Fair, Almonte Fair, 
Kars Fair

July 26 to 29
Chesterville Fair

August 9 to 12
Williamstown Fair, Navan Fair, 
Arnprior Fair, Merrickville Fair 

August 16 to 19
South Mountain Fair, 
Central Canada Exhibition — 
Ottawa (ends Aug. 26), 
Vankleek Hill Fair

Aug. 31 to Sept. 1
Stormont County (Newington) Fair, 
Perth Fair

Sept. 6 to 9
Russell Fair, Spencerville Fair

Sept. 13 to 16
Richmond Fair

Sept. 20 to 23
Carp Fair

Sept. 27 to 30
Metcalfe Fair

What’s next for you?

® Registered trade-marks of Bank of Montreal

BMO Bank of Montreal
For all your farm financing & business needs.

For more information, please contact:

BMO Bank of Montreal
11 Main Street
Finch, ON K0C 1K0

Mark Richardson
Account Manager

Winchester
613-774-2295
877-287-8555

Mildred Beckstead
Customer Service Officer

Finch
613-984-0630

John Cameron
Senior Manager, Agriculture

Finch
613-984-0634
877-287-8553
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Fred’s Farm Supplies
A DIVISION OF FRED ZANDBERGEN FARMS INC.

LICENSED ELEVATOR

Steamed
Flaked Corn

Roasted
Soy Beans

RR#2, Brinston, Ontario  K0E 1C0
1-800-361-3305                                           freds@ripnet.com
613-652-2069                             www.fredsfarmsupplies.com

WINCHESTER
AUTOPRO

‘On the road
or off, we’ve got

you covered!’

11906 Hwy. 43, Winchester
 613-774-3189

Automotive Repair and Detailing
ATV and Dirt Bike Sales and Service

www.jianshecanada.com

is proud to supply crop inputs to

Eastern Ontario’s 
Dairy Industry

• Fertilize your forage to maximize on-farm protein production

• Our experienced custom applicators will spray your corn
and beans while you concentrate on harvesting your hay crop

• One of our several Certified Crop Advisors can assist you
with forage management decisions

We Value Our Dairy Farmers...
Work Safe, Think Safe

Harvex Agromart Inc.
Oxford Station, Ontario
613-258-3445
1-888-342-7839

Harvex Agromart Inc.
Crysler, Ontario
613-987-5243
1-877-376-3378

There is a cap on components at 4.2
per cent fat, 3.5 per cent protein, which
garners producers 89 cents per litre. To
encourage production in the season where
goat milk is most needed, the co-op has
negotiated an incentive for producers.
Four cents is added to every litre of milk
produced between Aug. 1 and the end of
January.

It costs $100 for one share in the
Ontario Dairy Goat Co-op, which allows
a producer to ship 500 kilograms of solids
— or 4,000 litres. 

Lisa Thompson, general manger of the
co-op, has been with the organization
since 2004. She spoke with the Press on
Fri., June 1, the same day the co-op
received the keys to its new office facility
in Teeswater, Ont.

“This big thing right now is that
demand for goat milk continues to be
greater than supply,” Thompson said.

She explained that producers who have
been in the industry for more than five
years are doing well, and that the industry
is stabilizing, compared with early in the
21st century, when there was little
accountability in the industry.

“The one thing the Dairy Goat Co-op
has brought to the industry is a collective
voice of the producers,” Thompson said,
noting that the co-op is currently
negotiating prices for milk for a three-
year contract beginning in 2009.

“Our board is very committed to a
strong dairy goat industry,” Thompson

continued, explaining that it’s a pleasure
to work with the board — made up of
farmers from across Ontario — who are
good business people and have a great
vision. “We have a commitment to bring
the best value back to the farm gate.”

The Ontario Dairy Goat Co-op was
among the recipients of the first Premier’s
Awards for Agri-Food Innovation
Excellence in 2006. As a regional winner,
the co-op pocketed $5,000.

The five-year, $2.5-million Premier’s
Award for Agri-Food Innovation
Excellence, announced as part of the
2006 provincial budget, recognizes and
will foster greater innovation across the
province’s agri-food sector. 

The co-op continues to grow and help
stabilize the dairy goat industry across the
province.

“We’d love to have more farmers in
Eastern Ontario,” Thompson said.

According to the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs,
there are currently just under 200 dairy
goat farms across the province. While
almost all of Frei’s goats are Saanen,
producers also use Alpines, Nubians,
Toggenburgs, and La Manchas. 

For Frei, the dairy goat industry is a
perfect fit.

“I like working with the animals,” he
said, noting that his four-year-old loves to
play in the pen with the goats. “They’re
very agile, and friendly. They’re very
smart animals.”

4124 COUNTY RD. #16 / BRINSTON RD.
BRINSTON, ONTARIO, K0E 1C0

613-652-4881
www.tibbenequipment.com

Come in and see the new
Agrofarm tractors!

Come in and see the
new Kuhn/Knight

Manure Spreaders
and Mixers

RTS available for rent
Call for more information. The RTS qualifies

for a 30% grant from the
Ontario Soil & Crop Association

Kuhn Rakes from 8’
raking width to 48’

raking width in stock

Dale Stewart & Sons
CUSTOM WORK AND EQUIPMENT RENTALS

• Manure Spreading  • Snow Removal  • Dump Truck and Hi Hoe available

613-989-5232          Cell: 613-292-7742

Goat milk co-op
• continued from previous page

Goat milkers are similar to cow milkers, just smaller.

Building or expanding barn,
manure storage facilities? 

by Peter Doris
OMAFRA nutrient management 

specialist
KEMPTVILLE — Expansion or
construction of a manure storage facility
or a barn to house livestock will require
an approved nutrient management strategy
to obtain a building permit if you have
greater than five nutrient units on the
farm. This also applies to constructing,
excavating or expanding a nutrient storage
facility made out of earth (for example,
lagoons) even though these facilities
typically do not require a building permit.

Discuss options with your municipal
building official — size and type of
building or storage, setbacks associated
with the minimum distance separation
formula, etcetera — as part of your pre-
planning process.

If building or expanding a permanent
facility that will store liquid nutrients (for
example, liquid manure, runoff, or milk
house wash water), a professional
engineer will be required to perform a
geotechnical evaluation at the location of
the facility before construction starts. This
assessment will examine the depth and
type of soil below your facility. 

Depending on the type of storage
facility (for example, lagoon or concrete
tank), type of soil (clay or sand) and the
depth of soil above bedrock and the water
table (aquifer), this will determine
whether you need a liner or not
underneath your facility. All liquid
storages (concrete, steel, or earth) will
need an engineer design for the facility. 

Solid manure storages with a floor area
of less than 600 square metres and  an
exposed wall height of less than one metre
are exempt from the requirement for an
engineer design, but must meet the siting
and runoff management regulations.

A nutrient management strategy is
prepared by someone certified: someone
on the farm who has completed necessary
nutrient management courses; or a hired
certified consultant (list on OMAFRA
website). Check the OMAFRA website
for certification requirements at
www.omafra.gov.on.ca.

Submission 
If the strategy meets requirements of

nutrient management regulations, approval
is provided by OMAFRA in Guelph. If the
strategy does not meet requirements of
nutrient management regulations, the
strategy is typically returned to applicant
seeking additional information.

Proceed with building permit
application once the strategy is approved
and other requirements are met (provide
building official with a copy of Record of
Approval for nutrient management
Strategy provided by OMAFRA).

Once the building permit is issued,
proceed with building project in
accordance with information in the
nutrient management strategy, building
code requirements, and other statutes.

For more information call your local
nutrient management specialist or the
nutrient management information line at
1-866-242-4460.

What you need to know

GUELPH — Dairy producers across
Canada can now provide health and
disease incidence data for their cows and
receive valuable reports for herd health
management. 

This significant
accomplishment in the industry
follows more than a year of
industry partner consultation,
working with veterinarians, and software
development. It is the outcome of the
Canadian National Health Project, and
initiative involving all dairy cattle
improvement industry partners, namely
the Canadian Dairy Network, Canadian
Dairy Herd Improvement partners, breed
associations, A.I. organizations, and

specific veterinarian groups.
“Society is placing more emphasis on

health, including wholesome food
products from healthy cows,” said

Michael Hall, chair of the
Canadian Dairy Network.
“This co-operative industry
project to develop a national
dairy cattle health database is

very timely. This information will be
used by dairy producers, herd
veterinarians, and other advisors to make
important herd management and culling
decisions. In the future, we will also be
able to calculate genetic evaluations
allowing producers to breed for increased
disease resistance.”

The initial focus will be on eight key
diseases that affect dairy herd
profitability and show promise for
genetic improvement, including mastitis,
lameness, cystic ovarian disease,
displaced abomasum, ketosis, metritis,
milk fever, and retained placenta.

As Canadian dairy herd improvement
agencies already provide whole herd
recording programs, the introduction of a
system to collect incidence of key
diseases from birth to removal is an
important service that will assist
producers in meeting provincial and
national regulations associated with
animal health, food safety, and even
traceability down the road.

The national dairy cattle health data
management system will place Canada
among the leading countries providing
herd health management information and
genetic evaluations to improve disease
resistance in the years to come.
Information documents oriented for
producers, industry partners, and
veterinarians will be distributed soon
across the country.

The development of the Canadian
National Health Project was primarily
funded through $600,000 provided by
Holstein Canada as part of its allocation
from Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s
Sustaining the Genetic Quality of
Ruminants Program.

Dairy cattle industry launches national health project

Herd health
management

• BALES AND WRAPS • HAY, SILAGE AND STRAW
• BIG SQUARES FOR YOU

FAIR PRICES

WINCHESTER   613-774-0015

Master Breeders
Winchester’s Guyview Farms earned its first-ever Master Breeder Shield from
Holstein Canada earlier this year. Peter and Cheryl Guy, and their sons Darren
and Adam, were among 21 farms in the nation to receive the honour, which is
based on milk production and conformation scores for cows bred at the farm, in
2006. Peter and Cheryl were awarded the plaque at the annual Holstein Canada
banquet on April 11 in Prince Edward Island. A busload of  people from Dundas
County made the trip to see them receive the prize. Pictured: Holstein Canada
past-president Pascal Lemire (left), Cheryl Guy, Peter Guy and Chantal
Blanchette.

MILK MAKES
GOOD FOOD BETTER

CANADIAN DAIRY PRODUCTS
“THE TASTE OF HOME”

Dundas
County

Milk
Producers

“Providing
Consumers
With
Nothing
But
The Best”
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ELEVATOR
CALL 821-3790  FAX 821-3707

9253 Castor Road, Metcalfe

www.donevelynfarms.com

Thank You To Our Clients!

Excavating  Landscaping • Septic Systems Installed
Permits Arranged • Truck Rental

Sand, Gravel, Topsoil, Fill • Equipment Rental

RR#2, Mountain  613-989-5509
In Business Since 1975

JOHN DEERE HAY TOOLS

(Dealer Imprint)

John Deere understands the
importance of feeding your livestock
high-quality hay.

That’s why every one of our hay
tools is packed with innovative
features. For example, John Deere
MoCo’s and rotary cutting platforms
feature exclusive cutterbar shearhub
protection and a choice of
conditioning systems for precisely cut

and thoroughly conditioned hay. And,
on John Deere Round Balers,
CoverEdge™ netwrap locks in
nutrients and repels water to resist
wicking and spoilage.

See us today to find out how
John Deere haytools can help give
your livestock better nutrition…and
you, better herd performance.

FEEDING
INNOVATION

Green Tech Ag & Turf Inc.
12026 Dawley Drive
Winchester, ON  K0C 2K0
613-774-2883
888-549-4814

Green Tech Ag & Turf Inc.
5831 Perth Street
Richmond, ON  K0A 2Z0
613-838-4355
800-916-9188

ONTARIO LAND SURVEYORS
Member, Consulting Surveyors of Ontario

WILLIAM J. JOHNSTON, O.L.S., O.L.I.P.

WILLIAM A. (SANDY) JOHNSTON, C.S.T.

Subdivision Planning, Cadastral,
Engineering and Control Surveys

Drainage Consultation

2250 Hwy. 31
(at Rideau Auctions)
P.O. Box 394
Winchester, Ontario, K0C 2K0

Telephone: 613-774-2414
Fax: 613-774-2356

1-866-268-6915
wjjhnstn@yahoo.com

W.J. JOHNSTON SURVEYING LTD.

WINCHESTER — The annual Dairyfest
celebration has reached the age of
majority. It’s been 19 years since the first
’fest, and organizers are preparing for this
year’s event scheduled for Aug. 10, 11,
and 12 2007.

“We’re pumped,” said Dairyfest
committee co-chair John Orton. “It’s
going to be bigger and better, more fun,
and family oriented.”

All the old favourites will be returning
and some new attractions have been
added to the list.

The annual merchants sidewalk sale
and firefighters pancake breakfast will
kick things off Saturday morning in the
village core, where a stage will be set up
for entertainment throughout the day. 

Sunday at the arena will feature the
BMX stunt show that was such a hit at
last year’s event, as well as Little Ray’s
Reptiles, a petting zoo, and a kids’ corner
for the little ones — which will include
more activities to keep the kids busy.

There will be a rock climbing wall,
mini-golf, and the ever-popular
mechanical bull. New this year with be a
20 by 20 pool for paddle boats for those
age two to 12, and organizers are in the
midst of confirming a sling shot “reverse
bungee” ride.

The Ontario Provincial Police Pipes
and Drums will also make an appearance,
and the annual antique tractor display and
parade will make its way up main street
highlighting the agriculture heritage of the
Winchester area.

Parmalat will host a celebration of
cheese in the upstairs of the community
centre, where people can sample the
prize-winning cheddar made at the local
plant, and learn about the company that’s

one of the largest employers in the
township.

But the committee is looking to keep
the dairy in the ’fest, and seeking some

help with the Bovine Beauty Contest
and other dairy-related contests or
features.

First prize in the second annual

Dairyfest Amazing Race is a trip for two
courtesy or Winchester Travel worth
$3,500.

“There’s an all new committee
working on the race,” said Orton.
“They’ve got a lot of new ideas and new
challenges.”

Orton noted that one team spot is
already spoken for in the event, which is
limited to 16 teams of two. Check out the
Amazing Race link at
www.winchesterdairyfest.net to reserve
your spot in the race, which is a real-life
version of the television reality show.

Entertainment for those 19 and over
will kick off when Ransom hits the stage
at 9 pm on Friday night. The start time of
the dances has been pushed back one hour
to save the committee some cash.

“It’s for security and policing reasons,”
Orton said, noting that one hour both
nights will save about $1,000. “Nobody
shows up earlier than that (9 pm)
anyway.”

Saturday night’s dance will feature
Blackboard Nails, an eclectic rock band
that covers Supertramp, Queen, the
Police, and some newer acts like Bryan
Adams and Smashmouth, among a long
list of danceable bands.

There are more than a dozen dedicated
volunteers on this year’s Dairyfest
organizing committee.

“We’ve got a whole bunch of new
people on the committee this year who
are all working hard,” said committee co-
chair Janine Stevenson. “The volunteers
are doing a great job.”

Stevenson noted that the committee
started planning in September and is now
putting the final touches on this year’s
dairy celebration. 

Organizers gearing up for Dairyfest ’07

“Farmer John” Guy tends to his cow — or rather his wife, Kerry Kennedy — during
one of  the hilarious challenges of  the first ever Dairyfest Amazing Race in 2006,
when competitors had to scavenge the village for costumes. Guy and Kennedy went
on to win last year’s race, and a trip for two to Acapulco. The Amazing Race is
returning to this year’s Dairyfest — set for Aug. 10, 11, and 12 — and organizers are
promising new and exciting challenges. Top prize is a vacation donated by Winchester
Travel — a much needed one after what the competitors have to endure during the
challenges that test the mind, body, and spirit.                        Press Photo — Duncan

Located 1 km East of Chesterville at 13564 Hwy 43Located 1 km East of Chesterville at 13564 Hwy 43

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

OPENING SPECIALS:
Monthly Rates
5 x10 @ $50

10 x 10 @ $80
10 x 15 @ $95
10 x 20 @ $110

Discounts on long term.
GST extra.

• 24/7 Monitored Access
• Security Cameras
• Security Lighting
• Enclosed Perimeter
• Lighted Interiors
• Interac and Major
Credit Cards Accepted

1-800-566-4165

38 UNITS AVAILABLE

Can you unscramble
these letters to
uncover words
related to the dairy
industry? Some are
more tricky than
others, but don’t
worry, the answers
can be found on
page 24.

acmiulc  _ _ _ _ _ _ _
fhiree  _ _ _ _ _ _ _
deudr   _ _ _ _ _
roulapr   _ _ _ _ _ _ _
uyortg   _ _ _ _ _ _
ecaerimc  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
irayd   _ _ _ _ _
rucd   _ _ _ _
ntacor   _ _ _ _ _ _
teubrt   _ _ _ _ _ _
kkhamsile   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
sactmuhe _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
ercma  _ _ _ _ _ 
shlinoet _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
yhrieasr  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
eeyrsj  _ _ _ _ _ _
sepratu  _ _ _ _ _ _ _
zneioogemh _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
rrmeaf  _ _ _ _ _ _
asrgs  _ _ _ _ _

Dairy
Month
Word

Scramble

•   A cow spends up to eight hours a day eating — usually around 100 pounds of
feed, 20 pounds of grain, and they drink a bathtub full of water. 

•   A newborn Holstein calf weighs about 100 pounds and can walk within one
hour after birth.

•   The heaviest live birth of a calf recorded was 225 pounds from a British
Friesian cow in 1961. 

•   The most milk that a cow has ever produced in one year was 55,660
pounds. 

•   The world record for carrying a milk bottle on one’s head is 24 miles.

•   Before commercially prepared paint was available, paint was made at home
based on formulas handed down previous generation — milk paint was

made from old
curdled milk or
cottage cheese,
lime, and earth
pigment for color. It
is still used today as
an environmentally
friendly alternative
— leftovers can be
thrown in the
garden and make a
great fertilizer for
plants.

Moustache cars?
WINCHESTER — The dairy industry has
a long history of promoting its products
with innovative advertising campaigns. 

A look through the Winchester Press
archives provides a variety of examples,
including the “Wear a moustache” cars of
summer 1977.

According to an ad in the Press,
Ontario milk drinkers were to be on the
look-out for official Milk Spotters,
driving British Leyland Minis. 

Ontarians caught drinking milk or
milkshakes could win t-shirts, LPs, or one

of five new Minis.
The Ontario Milk Marketing Board

was running the 10-week campaign and
had hired 11 students to wear the Milk
Spotter uniform and travel the province
frequenting restaurants, fast-food outlets,
parks, and exhibitions. The same
program had run successfully the
summer before.

There were 160,000 certificates to be
given away to milk drinkers offering
12,000 t-shirts, 3,000 LPs, and a chance
at winning one of the cars.



12   Winchester Press   Wednesday, June 13, 2007 Winchester Press   Wednesday, June 13, 2007   21

Dairy Herdsperson
Apprenticeship

We offer you the chance to certify your
skills and knowledge, while continuing

to work in the dairy industry.

Blair Dow
Call 1 800 585-1784
or 613 258-8336 ext. 281
bdow@kemptvillec.uoguelph.ca
for more information on all programs! www.kemptvillec.on.ca

Topics: Applied Safety Procedures,
Electrical & Mechanical Systems, Mechanical

Farm Equipment, Theory & Procedures of
Milking, Feeding, Herd Health

and Herd Maintenance

Diploma Programs: Agriculture, Equine, Horticulture, Food,
Nutrition & Risk Mgt.

Apprenticeships: Dairy Herdsperson, Horticulture Technician, Welding
Certificates and Trades: Food Service Worker,

Diesel Equipment Mechanic
CUSTOM TRAINING AND CONTRACT RESEARCH

AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
COMPLETE CONFERENCING SERVICES AVAILABLE

East-Ont
Land Improvement
TILE DRAINAGE CONTRACTOR

Bulldozer • Backhoe • Floating • Grain Hauling

MARCEL ROBINSON

For all your drainage needs
give us a call
BERWICK, ONTARIO

Home 613-984-2541
Fax 613-984-0088

‘A soymeal that makes a difference’
TRI-COUNTY PROTEIN CORPORATION

P.O. Box 414, 12206 Gypsy Lane
Winchester, Ontario, K0C 2K0

613-774-0141 • Fax: 613-774-2013
E-mail: tricounty@bellnet.ca

Locally manufactured Tri-Pro Gold Soymeal
Consistent and naturally processed

Superior palatability
Added energy

Soymeal with extra energy makes cent$

11041 Kerr’s Ridge Rd.
 East of Hallville
613-989-1919

Owners:  Carl Berends &  Sue Blaine

B&B
SMALL ENGINES

Your Dealership for
Cub Cadet Utility and Troy-Bilt Equipment

We Service and Repair
• Lawn Tractors and Mowers • Outdoor Power Equipment

• Compact Tractors • Repairs to Small Trailers & Implements
• Pickup & Delivery Extra

Foton & Jinma Tractor Sales & Service

Residential

Zero Turn

Mowers

Walk Behind

Mowers

Riding

Mowers

Garden

Tillers

RALPH BUTER & RANDY BUTER

BOX 190, WILLIAMSBURG, ONT., K0C 2H0
Office: 613-535-2820    Toll Free: 888-246-1775     Fax: 613-535-2410

TRIPLE B STRUCTURES LTD.

GRAIN SYSTEMS, INC.
From the PEOPLE who bring you only the best in QUALITY

THE #1 CHOICE IN:
• Quality Grain Bins • Airstream Drying Equipment
• Hopper Tanks • Drying Floors • Plus much more!

FARM BINS • COMMERCIAL BINS • GALVANIZED FANS
FLOOR SUPPORTS • TOP DRY SYSTEMS

FLEX-FLO FEED SYSTEMS • LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT

Dundas Machine
The Fabrication Specialists

Machining
- CNC Mill
- Lathe 32” x 72”

Fabrication
- Brake / Shear
- Profile Cut / Rolling

Welding (in shop)
- Mig / Tig
- Stick / Flux Core
- ARC Gouge / Lance

Hydraulics / Pneumatics
- Hoses
- Pump Repair
- Custom Cylinders

Welding (mobile)
- Mig / Tig
- Stick / Flux Core
- ARC Gouge / Lance

Mechanical
- Gear Box
- Bearings
- Shafts

12205 Gypsy Lane, Winchester, ON  K0C 2K0
Office: 613-774-1672 • Fax: 613-774-6612 • Toll Free: 1-888-877-0714

Welding - Certified Red Seal Fabrication - Certified Millwright

Machining - Certified Machinist

WE WORK WITH STEEL, STAINLESS STEEL, ALUMINUM, PLASTICS,
BRASS, BRONZE AND HIGH ALLOY STEELS

We can provide support for your company in these fields

•   Dairy cows can produce 125 pounds of saliva a day.

•   The Sanskrit word for “war” means “desire for more cows.”

•   It is possible to lead a cow upstairs, but not downstairs — a cow’s knees
can’t bend properly to walk back down. 

•   Reindeer milk has more fat than cow’s milk.

•   A one ounce milk-chocolate bar contains six milligrams of caffeine.

•   Rennin, the enzyme obtained from the fourth stomach of a cow and used
chiefly in the manufacture of cheese, is capable of coagulating more than
25,000 times its weight of fresh milk.

•   The milk of a hippopotamus is bright pink.

•   A camel’s milk
doesn’t curdle. It is
considered by desert
people as a complete
food, that one can live
on for weeks, and is
believed to be good
for the liver, and
believed to give
women a clear
complexion.

New look, 
same cheese

ST. ALBERT — A brand new St. Albert
Cheese Co-operative Inc. logo, a symbol
of pride and success, will be the focal
point of the co-operative’s new image.
The co-op, based out of St. Albert in
Prescott-Russell, is
innovating and
renewing its image
and adopted the
new logo earlier
this year. 

Officials hope
that adding a cow
and a quality seal to
the logo will highlight
the co-op’s agricultural values and certify
that St. Albert products are made from
100 per cent pure milk, rather than
“modified milk ingredients.”

The St. Albert Cheese Co-operative
Inc. has been making world-renowned
cheese for more than a century. True to
the principles stated by its founders in
1894, five generations of farmers and
craftsmen have worked to maintain St.
Albert’s long-standing tradition of
quality.

Every day visitors young and old
enjoy coming to sample St. Albert
products at the factory. St. Albert cheeses
— which include curds, mild, medium,
and old varieties of cheddar, as well as
flavoured  varieties like five peppers,

garlic, and apple smoked — are now
available in many regions of Ontario and
Quebec. 

Owned by more than 50 producers, St.
Albert Cheese Manufacturing employs

more than 60
people whose
common concern

for quality and
freshness has
ensured the co-

operative’s success
over the last 113 years.

Annual Curd Festival
The 14th annual St. Albert Curd

Festival is set to take place Aug. 16 to
19.

Thursday night, the festival will kick
off with a giant bingo run by the Knights
of Columbus. Friday’s festivities include
entertainment by bands KAïN and Rock
Junkies.

Saturday will feature bingo for kids,
wine and cheese tasting, and a rodeo —
rain or shine — from 3:30 to 6:30 pm put
on by Wild Time Productions. Jonas will
play under the tent followed by the band
Soul of Silence. 

Sunday’s events will feature a
community mass, a brunch sponsored by
the Optimist Club, and the continuation
of the rodeo.

St. Albert Cheese Co-operative

RUTTERS
ELEVATORS

Buyers of Corn, Barley and Soybeans
Custom Drying • Competitive Pricing

Trucking Available • Pick-up & Delivery

Adrian & Frank Rutters
Catharine Rodger

RR 1,
Chesterville

Tel. 613-448-2153
Fax 613-448-9177

Sharon Ruth, Branch Manager
10619 Main Street

South Mountain, Ontario, K0E 1W0
613-989-3023

by Geri Kamenz, 
Ontario Federation of Agriculture

president 
GUELPH — Being on the receiving
end of good news is not an everyday
occurrence, especially for those of us
involved in agricultural politics. That’s
why word out of Queen’s Park that the
provincial government is preparing to
add $55 million to funding previously
announced by the federal government,
is such welcome news for farmers and
farm leaders. The funding is intended to
help with increased costs of production
over the past few years.

And that wasn’t the only good news
out of Queen’s Park — after years of
pushing governments to come up with a
risk management program for Ontario
farmers, we hear that the province
wants to negotiate terms of such a
program with the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture. This program would
provide stability for sectors that haven’t
known stability for years.

The best part of it all — the
province’s plan calls for a three-year
risk management program. Now that’s
stability farmers will be able to take to
the bank and use to make some long-
term plans for their businesses.

It is gratifying to see politicians
acknowledging the need for better
programs for agriculture, and taking
steps to deliver those programs. Clearly
they have listened to farm organizations
and appreciate the need for such rural
investments. 

The good news goes beyond farmers
and their families. When adequate
programs succeed in improving the
economics of agriculture in Ontario,
communities throughout rural Ontario
will see their futures improve.

That’s why the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture remains optimistic for our
rural families and communities. We
know that when agriculture is
successful, the rest of the province will
be successful.

Because agriculture has so much to
offer the rest of the province, farmers

are anxious to play a contributing role
in making Ontario’s economic future
good for everyone.

With agriculture’s ability to deliver
fresh, healthy, nutritious food to Ontario
citizens, farmers want to do their part
for improved health of Ontarians. That’s
another area where the province is
stepping in to help — advertising
dollars to encourage residents to shop
local and buy local.

There’s a growing network of county
“Buy local! Buy Fresh!” groups across
Ontario offering maps with locations
marked where people can buy
everything from fruit trees to hanging
baskets, to vegetable plants, trees and
shrubs. It’s an ideal way to make sure
local producers benefit from the loyalty
of neighbourhood customers.

Abundant, reasonably-priced energy
is another concern of Ontario residents.
Farmers are doing their part to add
environmentally-friendly electricity to
the province’s supply, and await
regulations that would encourage
increased output. Ethanol is becoming a
recognized fuel source for society’s
engines, and farmers want to produce
crops for more ethanol production.

We believe the pending
announcements from Queen’s Park signal
a new beginning for agriculture in the
province to reach its full potential as an
economic contributor in Ontario. There’s
so much more we can offer, and we need
to maintain this co-operative partnership
at Queen’s Park and in Ottawa.

Welcome news for farmers
$55 million additional funding

Geri Kamenz, OFA president

•   No two cows have exactly the same
pattern of spots. 

•   There are advertisements in San
Francisco bus shelters that give off a
scent of freshly-baked cookies to
entice riders to drink more milk. 

•   Cheese was first made over 4,000
years ago in Asia.

•   A cow can’t vomit. 

•   A cow’s intestines are up to 170 feet
long. 

•   Cows have a total of 32 teeth — eight
incisors on the bottom front and six
strong molars at the back. 

•   When a Holstein cow is milking, she
weighs between 1,100 and 1,500
pounds, while a Jersey cow weighs
between 700 and 1,000 pounds.

•   There are 207 bones in a cow’s body. 

•   A brewery in Hokkaido, Japan recently
released a low-malt beer using milk.
(In other words, strengthen your bones
while damaging your liver?)

•   If refrigerated well, a carton of milk is
good for about seven more days than
the printed sell-by date. 

•   A milk chocolate bar contains more
protein than a banana.
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13210 River Road, Chesterville, Ontario, K0C 1H0
Ask for John Bouwers Sr. - Cell. 613-229-7703 or John Bouwers Jr. - Cell. 613-229-7718

Office 613-448-1102 Home 613-821-1987

www.equipment-traders.ca

EQUIPMENT TRADERSEQUIPMENT TRADERS Ont.Inc.Ont.Inc.

WE HAVE IT!
NEW EQUIPMENT USED EQUIPMENT

SITREX MX 10
CARTERED

RAKE
20.5 FT. WORKING WIDTH

Call for a demo

SITREX 2GL-302
2-STAR TEDDER
4-STAR TEDDERS IN STOCK

Cash No Trade Price

$2,400

SITREX DM
5 FT. 3PH

DISC MOWER
Call for a demo

Massey
Ferguson
Baler #124
w/Thrower
$1,750

New Holland
644 Round
Baler
Like new

$14,900

Massey
Ferguson #12
Baler
Good condition

$800
or w/parts baler

$995

New Idea
5212 Disc
Mower
Conditioner
Excellent shape,
ready to cut

$9,500

New Holland
#36 Flail
Chopper
$1,850

New Holland
770
w/2-row corn head
& pickup

$2,000
(1 of  11 harvesters

in stock)

New Holland
#55 Bar Rake
Good one

$875

Oliver 550
Decent condition

$3,850

Massey
Ferguson
#184-4 4WD
w/cab and Hardy self-
leveling quick-attach
loader, in very good
working condition

$10,900

DUNDAS FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE
is pleased to take part in celebrating

“June is Dairy Month”

Support your local dairy

producers by enjoying a

wholesome variety of  Canadian

dairy products every day.

Local agricultural issues are brought to the monthly OFA Directors
meetings, ensuring grassroots input. Become a member of  OFA and
help to make our voice stronger.

DFA holds regular monthly meetings in the Dundas Meeting Hall,
Chesterville, on the first Wednesday of  every month, (no July meeting),
at 8:00 pm. Please bring any questions or concerns you may have and
we will do our best to help.

EVERYONE WELCOME

COMING EVENTS:
July 31 - Aug. 2: DSCIA Bus trip to Eastern Townships of  Quebec
July: Chesterville Fair
Aug.: Dairyfest & Mountain Township Fair
Sept. 5: DFA Regional Meeting, Chesterville
Nov.: OFA Convention, Toronto

Join us for a day bus trip to the International Plowing Match
in Crosby, ON on Wed., Sept. 19th.  For more details and to reserve

a seat, call Amanda at 613-448-1551 or e-mail greer@magma.ca.
Don’t wait! Seats will go fast!

FARMERS WORKING FOR FARMERS
‘The mission of  the OFA is to improve the economic and social well-being
of  farmers in co-operation with county, commodity and rural farm groups.’

Massey Ferguson:
Exceptional Lawn Care Equipment

2700 Series Yard Tractor • 23-hp Briggs & Stratton Vanguard™

T V-Twin engines
• Foot-controlled automatic

transmission
• 18” turning radius
• 50” Free Floating™ mower deck with

full-width rollers
• Infinite height-of-cut adjustment
• Padded, soft-grip steering wheel
• Quick HitchT attachment removal

system
• Easy-adjust 18” high-back seat
• Four headlight illumination
• Heavy-duty 10-gauge welded steel

frame
• Cast-iron steel axle
• Heavy-duty attachment lift lever
• All new power steering available
• Electric PTO

www.danr.ca

755 COUNTY RD. 9, PLANTAGENET, ONT.
613-673-5129
1-888-755-3267

2301 HIGHWAY 31, WINCHESTER, ONT.
613-774-1616

1-888-281-3267

DAN R WINCHESTERDAN R EQUIPMENT

Nothing is more important in a yard tractor than being able to comfortably perform a
variety of tasks, and enjoy doing them. The 2700 Series delivers a beautiful cut,
exceptional traction, superior comfort and durability. Each model offers a Free Floating™

mower with full-width rollers for the best quality of cut; Automatic Controlled Traction™

for exceptional year-round performance; an Operator Comfort Package that makes it a
pleasure to drive; and high performance engines for years of dependable service.

Cow comfort concerns don’t end at barn door 
by Mario Mongeon

OMAFRA livestock specialist 
ALFRED — Cow comfort is an on-going
concern for many dairy producers.
Producers closely monitor the barn to
optimize cow comfort and therefore
promote milk production as well as other
parameters. But what happens when cattle
walk out of the barn in the summertime?
Spending time outside may be detrimental
to their performance. Warm weather,
bright sunshine, and inadequate quantity
or quality of water may affect the growth
of heifers or the milk production of cows.

Shade: a valuable ally
Performance of dairy cattle can be

significantly affected by temperature. Hot
and humid conditions impact negatively
on milk production and heifer growth
because of reduced dry matter intake.
Cattle on pasture will benefit from shade
if it is available at the warmest time of the
day. For example, dairy cows that have
access to shade can produce up to 7.5 per
cent more milk compared with the same
animals standing in full sunshine. Heifers
in a pasture where some shaded area is
present will gain more weight during the
warm season and thus reach the required
weight for breeding sooner. The area of
shade required varies according to the
number and type of animals. The area of
shade required according to the type of
animal is listed in Table 1.

Shade from three different sources can
be used on pasture: shade from natural
sources such as trees and shrubs;
permanent shade sources coming from a
building or shelter; and, a portable shade
house that can be moved from field to
field with the cattle. 

Obviously, shade from natural sources
is the cheapest. A windbreak can also be
planted along pastures. Choosing trees
with rapid growth such as hybrid poplars
can provide an impressive shade source
only a few years after planting.

A permanent construction in the
pasture implies a significant investment,
as well as potential logistical problems.
For example, pastures need to be located
and divided in such a way that the shelter
is always accessible to the animals, no
matter where they graze, and this is not
always obvious.

An alternative can be a portable
structure made from steel tubing or
lumber that can be moved around with the
herd. A unit of 18 square meters (10 by
20 feet) can be easily moved around using
a tractor if the structure rests on skids. A

portable shelter can be covered with
shade cloth (80 per cent shade) used in
greenhouses. 

It is also possible to set the shade cloth
between posts set in the ground, high
enough to prevent the cattle from
“grazing” them. Since these shade cloths
are permeable to water and air, their
supporting structure can be fairly light.
Wind is the only main constraint, as long
as the cloth is removed before the first
snowfall.

Water: proximity, quantity, and quality
Water is cheap and available, at least

in theory. However, too many animals

do not have access to a quality water
source when in pasture. If the animals
have to travel a significant distance in
order to have access to water, they will
tend to consume less water during the
day. 

Since water intake impacts on dry
matter intake, drinking less may mean
eating less, and milk production
performance may suffer. Dry cow and
heifer performance may be affected, as
well. 

The presence of a stream or a pond in
the field is not a guarantee of adequate
water supply. 

Shade, water, feed

TABLE 1 

Shade surface required per animal, by type
Animal type Recommended surface Minimal surface

(m2 per animal) (m2 per animal)
Heifer (180 kg) 2.0 1.5
Beef  cow 3.5 2.5
Dairy cow 4.5 3.5

• continued on next page

GUELPH — A new study, Caring for
the Land – Our Farm Environmental
Commitment, shows that Ontario’s
farmers are environmental leaders.

In the last 20 years, greenhouse gas
emissions have been reduced by the
equivalent of taking 125,000 cars off
the road through improved
soil conservation measures.
Farmers have spent at least
$600 million on
environmental improvements
and 300,000 days in
environmental training. Over 70 per
cent of them have voluntarily
participated in the Environmental Farm
Plan program.

“This report reveals the tip of the
iceberg,” stated Jackie Fraser,
executive director of agricultural
groups concerned about resources and
the environment (AGCare) who
conducted the study. “There are so
many farmers doing great things for
the environment; this report merely
scratches the surface.”

The study was released last week to
celebrate Canadian Environment
Week. The entire report, a summary
booklet, case studies, and other
information are available on the new
website www.caringfortheland.com.

“Who in society is more dependent
on a healthy environment than
farmers? Our families live, work, and
play on our farms, and our livelihood
depends on healthy soil, air, and
water,” said Murray Porteous, a fruit
and vegetable farmer. “Farmers know
the importance of sustaining the
quality of their environment and
treating it with respect.”

AGCare is an environmental
organization that represents Ontario’s
45,000 farmers, providing science and
research-based information and policy
initiatives on environmental issues on
behalf of its membership.

Funding for this project was

provided in part by Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada through the
Agricultural Adaptation Council.

Changes in farming practices in the
last 20 years have resulted in the
following:

Reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions

- Conservation tillage allows
a reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions of 125,000 cars.

- Over 600 kilotonnes of
carbon not being released from the soil
due to conservation tillage

-  Reducing tillage conserves soil
carbon reducing greenhouse gas
emissions

-  Almost two thirds (63 per cent) of
Ontario’s farmers use conservation
tillage (“no till” or “reduced tillage”)
affecting nearly 4 million acres,
roughly the size of Lake Ontario

Investment by individual farmers
- $600 million on individual on-

farm environmental improvements
- $100 million through

internationally recognized
Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)

- Over 33,000 farmers (over 70 per
cent of Ontario’s 45,000 farmers) have
participated in the EFP and growing

- Farmers invest $3 for every $1
government programs invests in
environmental programs

Participation and training
- 300,000 days of environmental

training such as Environmental Farm
Plan workshops, Grower Pesticide
Safety Course, and Nutrient
Management Training.

Pesticide reduction
- 52 per cent reduction in pesticide

use
- All farmers purchasing and

applying pesticides must be trained
and certified every five years.

New study shows
Ontario’s farmers are
environmental leaders 

Caring 
for the 
Land

Certified Crop Care Centre

Agri-Partners
Crop Centre Ltd.
Box 425, Winchester, Ontario
K0C 2K0

Toll Free: 1-877-774-2209
Bus: 613-774-2209
Fax: 613-774-1078

Census shows young farmers
are being pushed out

LAIRD, SASK. — The 2006 Census of
Agriculture numbers released on May 16
reveal a dramatic decline in the number
of young farmers in Canada. The fastest
decline in farm operators are among those
under 35 years of age.

According to “Snapshot of Canadian
Agriculture,” a background document
released with the Census, there were
77,910 farm operators under the age of 35
in 1991, and today there are 29,762 in the
same bracket.

“In half a generation, dysfunctional
markets and ill-conceived government
policies reduced the number of farm

operators under 35 by three-fifths,” said
youth president of the National Farmers’
Union Kalissa Regier, who farms near
Laird, Sask. “Young farmers are being
pushed out faster than any other group.
These are the young people who are
supposed to be taking over Canadian farms.
If young people can’t farm — if we’re
forced out — we’ll have dramatically fewer
farms in Canada in the future.”

The graph above is reproduced from
Statistics Canada’s “Snapshot of
Canadian Agriculture.” It shows that the
bulk of the loss of farms operators is in
the under 35 category.

percentage of  operators

Under 35 years

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of  Agriculture, 1991 to 2006
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Stabling, Ventilation, Feed Handling
Equipment, Silos & Grain Bins

13505 Byers Rd., RR 3
CHESTERVILLE

613-448-2185
‘We salute the Dairy Producers of  Eastern Ontario’

BYERS
FARM EQUIPMENT

- New Construction
- Additions/Alterations
- Repairs & Inspections
- Computer & Telecom Cabling
- Trenching
- Generator Sales, Installation & 

Service for Home & Business

Serving Eastern Ontario

for Over 40 Years!
www.countrymanelectric.com

sales@countrymanelectric.com

613-448-2474
1-888-388-1117

13592 County Rd. 43
Chesterville

ECRA/ESA #7003305

Countryman Electric
Limited

Authorized Dealer

Farm, Residential, Commercial & Industrial

TOPLINE TRAILER & EQUIPMENT SALES
DIVISION OF WEAGANT FARM SUPPLIES LTD.

1226 CTY. RD. 31, WINCHESTER  613-774-0992
www.toplinetrailers.com

Built for the toughest agricultural jobs, 
the new M108X operates quieter, 
runs cleaner and conserves fuel.

We’ve topped our 
top of the line.

M108X • CRS (Common Rail System)  
 engine
• Cooled exhaust gas recirculation  
 (EGR) system
• Intelli-shift transmission with  
 auto-shift feature
• LCD Display PTO and Travel  
 Speed

E X P A N D I N G ?

Thinking of expanding your current dairy facilities?
• Excellent light provides healthy environment, reducing

health care costs and promoting faster growth rate
• Air quality is superior to any other type of facility
• Say “yes” to animal comfort
• Special leasing options available
• From 18' to 160' wide, to any length

Solutions for:
• Calf & Heifer Facilities • Hay Storage • Equipment Storage • Manure Storage • Livestock Facilities

COVER-ALL IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF
COVER-ALL BUILDING SYSTEMS INC

Cover-All Building Systems of Ontario Inc.
1.800.268.3768 • www.coverall.net
Or Contact Your Local Dealer Agent:
Derrick’s Construction - Derrick Don - 613.989.1999
Pete Bronsema (Sales Rep - Athens) - 613.223.8710 SALES, SERVICE & PARTS

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 9 am-1 pm

8634 Bank St., Vernon
613-821-1060

Fax 613-821-1119

Repairs to all makes and models

Tough Jobs Need Tough Tools
• Rapid-Loader™

trimmer head
• Easy start with

i-30™ technology
• Lifetime ignition

and drive shaft
warranty

$27995

CS-306

• Standard 14” bar and chain • High performance engine
• Weighs just 7.5 lb. • Lifetime ignition warranty

• Lifetime ignition warranty • 65dB(A)
• Stop Switch with cruise control

Now only
$17995

After $20
Mail-in Rebate†

PB-200

*FREE with purchase of  any serialized ECHO
model, including sprayers, at participating

full-service ECHO dealers. †Advertised price
after rebate does not include applicable taxes

• Four 10-tooth
tines for
smooth tilling
and weed-free
beds; furrows
up to 9”

• Commercial-
duty 21.1 cc Power Boost Vortex™

engine with Pro-Fire electronic
ignition warrantied for life

• Low effort starting with i-start™

• Lifetime tine warranty
• Weighs only 19.5 lb.

TC-210i
$49995

FREE
Tiller

Kickstand
$29.95
Value

Now only
$17995

After $20
Mail-in Rebate†

GT-200R

Avoid delay – Contract now!
DELIVERY TO CARDINAL

Call Toll Free

1-800-267-3883

Canada’s Largest
Purchaser of
Grain Corn

FALL DELIVERY
Wet corn by appointment

A study conducted at the Lethbridge
research station a few years ago
demonstrated that cattle drinking
directly from a stream or a pond could
show reduction of performance of up to
20 per cent. Animals that had access to
water originating from a well or a spring
spent significantly more time grazing in
the pasture. The main reason to explain
these findings is water palatability.
Poorly palatable water reduces dry
mater intake and thus decreases
performance. 

A source of good quality water is
essential in order for the cattle’s grazing
season to be productive. Installing water
troughs close to where the animals are
grazing will help to optimize
performance. Careful and regular
maintenance of the water trough will help
maintain the quality of the water offered
to the animals.

Feed: sufficient quantity and quality
Early in the grazing season, the pasture

can provide most of the nutritional
requirements of cattle. Nevertheless, as
the summer progresses — and depending
on the botanical composition of the fields
— supplemental feed, forages, or
concentrates may be required in order to
fulfill the nutritional requirements of the
animals. Dry cows and heifers have
modest nutritional requirements compared
to early lactation cows, but it should not
be taken for granted that these
requirements are fulfilled by the pasture
alone.

Many other factors will contribute to
the well being and comfort of cattle on
pasture: fly and parasitic control, and the
elimination of potential injury sources
are equally important. After all, cow
comfort concerns do not end at the barn
door.

Cow comfort • continued from previous page

Four generations later,
Cochrane’s Dairy 

is still going strong
RUSSELL – Floyd Cochrane doesn’t
remember everything about his father’s
earliest business ventures in the dairy
industry. But he does remember enough
to tell you that the family business and
dairy industry have expanded and
diversified considerably since the 1930s.

Floyd recalls that his father and
grandfather used to load up their horse-
drawn wagon on Friday evenings and
embark on the long trek to
Ottawa to sell meat, eggs, and
cream at the Saturday morning
market. Several years later, the
Cochranes began home delivery
of their products and, a while later, started
selling milk. 

In 1946, the Cochranes built a small
dairy on Gregoire Road in Russell,
allowing the family to pasteurize, process,
and package the milk on their own.
Cochrane’s Dairy officially became
incorporated by 1962 and the rest, as they
say, is history. 

From those small beginnings,
Cochrane’s Dairy has expanded and
diversified while still remaining a family-
owned-and-operated dairy. They sell not
just traditional products like milk and
cream, but water, bread, ice cream,
cheese, and fruit drinks, just to name a
few products. Most of the milk comes
from local farms and is pasteurized, given
the right level of butterfat content, and
homogenized. Cochrane’s sells not only
to stores and restaurants, but also to about
2,000 homes in Ottawa and Eastern
Ontario.

About nine Cochrane family members
are currently working at the dairy. Most
Cochranes have worked there at some
time or another. 

“It’s just a business that my dad
started, and everybody just kept staying
in the business as the generations came
along,” said Floyd. “It’s excellent to be
able to work with a family in a business,
when the family gets along 100 per
cent.”

Cochrane’s Dairy has survived and
thrived because it has stayed relevant to

local consumers by finding niche markets.
For example, they have introduced some
organic products – namely, milk, cream,
cheese, and butter.  

Cochrane’ is also one of the few places
to get old-fashioned milk bottles, which
are a huge hit among customers. “People
had asked us about selling the milk in
glass bottles, about 10 or 15 years ago,”
said Floyd. “So we thought we’d give it a

try. After we started it, sales went
up and up and up.”

Cochrane’s Dairy ships the
bottled milk to customers’
homes, using refrigerated trucks. 

Floyd said he’s pretty sure why
bottled milk has been such a smash hit
among customers. First, milk looks
nice in a bottle and reminds folks of the
old days. More importantly, said Floyd,
it’s simply the best way to drink milk. 

“You get the true taste of milk,” said
Floyd, adding that cartons or plastic
packaging can alter the product’s
flavour. 

Using bottles also cuts down on
garbage. “These bottles, whenever
they’re sold with the milk in it, there’s a
deposit on the bottle,” said Floyd.
“They’re re-used. There’s no garbage
going into the dump. The only thing that
would be [thrown out] is a small item:
the top itself. You can’t use that again.
But that’s a very small portion to go into
the garbage.”

The most high-profile Cochrane
specialty is eggnog, which Floyd
confidently declared is the best in
Canada. Especially popular around the
Christmas season, eggnog draws
customers from across Ontario and
Quebec. The Cochrane’s eggnog recipe is
top-secret, honed and perfected over the
years by Floyd’s son, Barry. 

“They come from many miles to get
the eggnog,” said Floyd. “They say it’s
the best in the world.”

Floyd is willing to reveal, though, why
their chocolate milk is so addictive. 

“We make our chocolate milk here
with syrup, which is better than powder,”

said Floyd. “It takes more money to make
it, but it’s worth it.”

Floyd said Cochrane’s products are
good because they’ve had four
generations – almost 80 years – to
develop their products. 

“We’ve been in the dairy business for
so many years, we know how to do
everything right,” said Floyd. “By
doing everything 100 per cent right, it
makes sure all the products are
excellent.”

A family
affair

Back in the Sixties…
Cochrane’s Dairy took out a full-
page advertisement in the 
June 1, 1967 edition of  the
Winchester Press. It featured
several photos that illustrated the
milk’s journey from farm to
fridge. At left: the Cochrane milk
truck begins its morning journey,
running from Ottawa to Manotick,
Osgoode, Vernon, Carlsbad
Springs, Bearbrook, Vars, and
“all the many points within the
perimeter of  the giant Cochrane
Dairy circle.” Above: Mrs. George
McCaffrey of  Russell greets the
“route man” at her front door. 
Photos – Berube Photos, Russell

1.  Wake up in a happy moood.
2.  Don’t cry over spilled milk.
3.  When chewing your cud, remember:  

There’s no fat, no calories, no cholesterol, and no taste!
4.  The grass is green on the other side of the fence.
5.  Turn the udder cheek and mooo-ve on.
6.  Seize every opportunity and milk it for all it’s worth!
7.  It’s better to be seen and not herd.
8.  Honour thy fodder and thy mother and all your udder relatives.
9.  Never take any bull from anybody.
10. Always let them know who’s the bossy.
11. Stepping on cowpies brings good luck.
12. Black and white is always an appropriate fashion statement.
13. Don’t forget to cow-nt your blessings every day.

All I need to know about life, 
I learned from a cow
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Superior Service... Competitive Pricing
Baling...
New Holland Big Balers deliver perfectly shaped bales
that stand up beautifully to handling and transporting.
We are equipped with two to better serve your needs.

Wrapping...
Equipped with a Kverneland
Big Bale Wrapper and a
McHale Stationary Wrapper
for square and round bale
wrapping.

Raking...
H&S High-Capacity Rake makes fast work of  raking hay.

Silage Bags...
Three silage baggers
available, 8’, 9’ and 10’ bags

High Moisture
Corn Rolling...

Shawn McDonald

Res. 613-821-3907
Cell. 613-227-3907

McDonaldDarren McDonald

Res. 613-821-1822
Cell. 613-227-1822

We salute our area
dairy farmers and

thank them for their
continued support

Dairy Farmers, We Salute You

WE OFFER: Masterfeed & Land of  Lakes Products,
Animal Medicine, Dairy, Sheep and Horse Products,

Shavings, Pet Supplies, Propane,
Grass Seed, Garden Needs and more!

HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 8 AM-5 PM

‘Help Us Help You’

Watch for the opening of  Cotnam True Value

at Cotnam Country Depot soon!

COTNAM
COUNTRY DEPOT

33 KING STREET, CHESTERVILLE
613-448-3838

www.tilecroftfarms.com

Let us help you through your
marketing, human resource or
technical needs. Give us a call
to discuss our services:

1-613-774-6303

Hank & Bev Staal

• Seeds • Forage • Cereal
• Turf Grasses • Fertilizers

680 HAMILTON RD., RUSSELL
613-445-5264 • FAX 613-445-9861

613-774-3353
Hwy. 31

South of Winchester
at Cass Bridge

DAIRY FARMERS,
WE SALUTE YOU!

Affordable Gifts for Any Occasion
as well as Cheese & Ice Cream

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK YEAR ROUND

We’re more than just a cheese store!

Eastern Ontario’s Organic Farm Supply

1 UNION ST., BERWICK, ONTARIO
TOLL FREE 1-877-984-0480
www.homesteadorganics.ca

NATURAL-FIX
PRO-BLEND

BUILDING BETTER

HEALTH THROUGH NUTRITION
• A proprietary blend
of enzymes and yeast

• Increases digestive efficiency
• Reduces cull rates

• Provides competitive exclusion
of microtoxins

To find out more call us today!

Paul Bourgeois Arlene Bryan
Account Manager,  Agriculture Sr. Account Manager

613-774-6734 613-774-6507
paul.bourgeois@rbc.com arlene.bryan@rbc.com

Royal Bank of Canada
Eastern Ontario Agricultural Business Banking Centre

481 Main Street, Winchester, ON, K0C 2K0
1-800-267-4840

by Tom Wright 
OMAFRA dairy cattle 

nutritionist
KEMPTVILLE — Heat stress in dairy
cattle reduces production and affects
milk composition and reproduction.
New studies have shown that the effects
of heat stress linger after the stress has
passed and cooler temperatures prevail. 

Heat stress can impact both
conception rate and early embryonic
death for a considerable amount of time
after the heat stress is gone.  

Mechanical methods like using fans
or water sprinklers are approaches to
reduce the heat load on cows, but there
are also important factors to consider
from a nutritional perspective that
promote health and production during
heat stress. 

A common problem often observed
after a period of heat stress, sometimes
as much as two months later, is
lameness. Feet problems after heat stress
are often attributed to irregular eating
patterns and intakes during heat stress
that can contribute to sub-acute ruminal
acidosis. Chronic, mild acidosis can
affect hoof health and symptoms may
only appear after the summer heat stress
is gone. 

Heat stress is measured in dairy cows
on an index that accounts for both
temperature and relative humidity.
Figure 1 shows the relative stress
experienced by cows. Moderate heat
stress can occur even at temperatures
we consider comfortable and

management of heat stress should begin
when the index value for both factors
exceeds 72. 

Some nutritional practices:
• Ensure adequate water availability

for all cows, especially submissive herd
members

• Formulate ration to ensure sufficient
energy intake if dry matter intake is
reduced in hot weather

• Avoid highly fermentable

carbohydrate loads that can increase
acid load in the rumen

• Increase dietary minerals especially
potassium, sodium, and magnesium

• Use rumen buffers
• Feed high quality forages

Nutrition and heat stress in dairy cattle
Nutritional perspectiveHow to avoid spontaneous

combustion and hay fires
by Harold K. House

P.Eng., OMAFRA dairy and beef 
housing and equipment specialist

CLINTON, ONT. — Lives have been lost
and hay crops destroyed because of fires
caused by spontaneous combustion. If the
hay crop is put into the mow above 20 to
25 per cent moisture content, spontaneous
combustion can occur.

A hay crop that is placed too wet into
a mow will heat rapidly. If the mow is so
large that heat loss is restricted, the
internal temperature will rise. As the
temperature rises above 55 C (130 F), a
chemical reaction occurs and may
sustain itself. This reaction does not
require oxygen, but the flammable gases
produced are at a temperature above
their ignition point. These gases will
ignite when they come in contact with
the air.

Check your hay regularly. If you
detect a slight caramel odour or a distinct
musty smell, chances are your hay is
heating.

What do you do if you suspect that
your hay is heating? First of all, make
yourself a simple probe that can be
inserted into the hay mass to check the
temperature. A probe can be made from a
10-foot piece of electrical tubing.  Rivet a
hardwood pointed dowel to one end and
drill eight tiny holes in the tube just
above the dowel. Drive the probe into the
hay mass and lower a candy thermometer
on a long string into the probe. The
thermometer should be left for 10 minutes
to ensure an accurate reading.  

Watch for the following temperatures:
65 C (150 F) — entering the danger zone
— check temperature daily; 70 C (160 F)
— danger — measure temperature every

four hours and inspect mow; 80 C (175 F)
— call the fire department!  — wet hay
down and remove from the barn; 85 C
(185 F) — hot spots and pockets expected
— flames will likely develop when
heating hay comes in contact with the air;
100 C (212 F) — critical — temperature
rise is rapid above this point and hay will
almost certainly ignite.

CAUTION: Before entering the mow,
place long planks on top of the hay. Do
not attempt to walk on the hay mass
itself. Pockets may have already burned
out under the hay surface. Always tie a
rope around your waist and have a
second person on the other end in a safe
location to pull you out should the
surface of the hay collapse into a fire
pocket.  

Extreme caution should be taken when
fighting a hay fire if hay has been treated
with chemical preservatives. Hay treated
with preservatives containing ethoxyquin
and BHT (butylated hydroxytoluene) will
produce hydrogen cyanide gas at around
115 C (240 F). This gas is very deadly.
Additives containing primarily propionic
acid do not produce hydrogen cyanide
during a fire.

Many farmers sprinkle salt on hay as it
is stored, in an effort to prevent hay fires.
However, tests have shown that salt has
no effect on controlling spontaneous
combustion. Dry ice, liquid nitrogen, or
carbon dioxide gas pumped into the hay
will prevent combustion by eliminating
the oxygen from the hay mass.

Spontaneous combustion is not an
accident. By following good storage
practices, not only will spontaneous
combustion by avoided, but a higher
quality of hay will be obtained.

•   The oldest cow ever
recorded was a Dremon
cow named “Big Bertha”
that died three months
short of her 49th birthday
on New Years Eve in 1993.
Big Bertha also holds the
record for lifetime breeding
— she produced 39 calves. 

FIGURE 1

Temperature Humidity Index for Dairy Cows
Adapted from the University of  Arizona (1990)
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WORD ON THE STREET

I scream, you
scream...

June is upon us, and brings with it sunshine
and summer. We hit the streets in

Winchester and asked, 

“What’s your
favourite flavour of

ice cream?”

Barnyard
antics

“ Yeah, we’ll show them. No
more kidding around.”

“I 

loooooooooove you!”

“ Those cows over there think
they’re so great, but we can
produce milk, too!”

“Excuse me, but I’m trying
to get some sun here. 
My skin’s been so uneven
lately.”

“What are yooooooooou 
lookin’ at?”

“I’m ready for my close
up!”

“Check out these pearly
whites!”

“Gene Simmons has got nothin’
on me. KISS my udder.”
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